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tennis championships, schedu-
led to start in the northern

district uarters on Oc-
tober 5. The meet will run
until Oct 11 before moving to
Dhaka for the second leg.

The third leg of the meet,
introduced since last year, will
be staged in Lahore, Pakistan
while the
Masters leg, comprising the
top finishers of the first three
legs, will be held in Karachi.

One hundred and forty
players from 19 countries in-
cluding 43 seeded players have
entered this year's competi-
tion for the men's singles and
doubles titles. The participants
include 27 shis, most
of whom will have to come

through the qualifying compe-

fourth on the’

By Ahmed Ahsanuzzaman

titions immediately preced
the main competitions at cac

venue.

Laurence Tieleman of Italy,
who won the first leg singles
title in Dhaka last November,
has been made the top seed
while Indian Davis Cupper
Zeeshan All is the second seed.
These two and another 18
sceded players will play di-
rectly in the main draw of 32
players.

The International Tennis
Federation will provide 25,000
US dollars in prizemonecy for
the four-leg championship de-
signed to improve the stan-
dards of tennis in this part of
the world. In addition, players
will also earn ATP computer
rating points or circuit points
on the basis of their perfor-
mances.

Zafar Imam, a deputy secre-
tary general of the Bangladesh
Olympic Association and Sec-
retary of the Rajshahi Divisi-
onal Sports Association and

the man who can claim the
major credit for bringing the
circuit to Bangladesh by lobb-
ying the ITF, told The D

Star yesterday that bris
preparations were afoot to

ready the Rajshahi Tennis
Complex, the Venue for the

meet, in time. Besides the or-
ganisers, who have estimated a

cosl of Taka four lakh for the
meet, are also trying to ar-

range adequate accommoda-
tion for the players and offi-
cials, ITF referees and other
officials are also expected to
converge on the sleepy town

du%u?cmnrﬁc lhau said that no

sponsor has yet been found for
the Rajshahi leg and he hoped
the government would come
out with a generous grant. Last
year the meet in Bangladesh
was sponsored by a multina-

tional tobac :
The datgg uTw sccond

leg, to be staged at the Naltio-
naJ Tennis Complex, Ramna in
the city, are yet to be finalised.

Fischer halfway through to $ 3.35m

SVET] STEFAN,
Yugoslavia, Sept
21: Bobby Fischer
is halfway to
victory in his $5
million rematch
with Boris Spa-
ssky as the games shift from
this Montenegrin island to
Belgrade, reports AP.

In defeating Spassky on
Sunday, Fischer's aggressive
gamesmanship prompted ex-
perts to say he exhibited his
sirongest play since winning
the opening game on Sept 2.

Fischer now holds a 5-2
lead over Spassky, a Russian-
born French citizen.

Match rules called

for a

move to the Yugoslav capital 1::!‘

Belgrade after someone at-
tained five victories. A date for
the 12th game was to be an-
nounced Monday, with play
expected to resume in Bel-
grade in a week to 10 days.

The first player to take 10
games wins. The winner of the
match gets the dlrs 3.35 mil-
lion top prize; the loser gets
dirs 1.65 million.

Fischer, 49, returned to
chess after a 20-year absence
since beating Spassky to take
the world title in 1972.

Fischer went Sunday wilh
his usual opening. the Ruy
Lopez, which he used in previ.
ous games when whllc

Spassky, whnphilarf com-
plained of fatigue Saturday,
Kuzmin humbles

Thipsay to take

the lead

DOHA, Sept 21: Top seed
Alexi Kuzmin of Russia outwit -
ted Indian International mas
tcr Pravin Thipsay to emerge
the sole leader with three
points alter the 3rd round of
the 4th Doha international
chess festival here Sunday, re

perts PTI
in their Top Board en
counter, Kuzmin adopted the

Saemisch variation against
Thipsay's King's Indiag De-
lenee 1o obtain a strong bind.
The Russian IM tied down
Thipsay s picces when the lat-
lcr missed an opportunity to
creale ﬁtunltr]:ll.ly. Con-
vierted the -ild\'ﬂhl* into vic-
lory

In another match, IM
Sharad Tilak was held to a
draw by young talent Abdul
Ghalour

Grandmaster Vastukov dis-
played his splendid form to
crush the PMakistan star Mah-
mood Lodhi Vasiukov played
the Ruy Lopez opening and
obtained a sligh advanta-
grous position.

in the subsequent maneu-
vering, Vastukov outplayed his
opponent and won material in
the middle game. He gave
Lodhi no chances thereafter
and registered a smooth vic-

wquw marks start
of World Squash

opted for the more adventur-
ous Sicilian Defence and then
shunned the Open Variation
for a less-familiar line.

Fischer surprised some ex-
pert observers with a gambit of
a pawn in his seventh move,
opening up the centre and
lines on his queenside. He won
back the pawn
16, e
a blistering attack.

Spassky ltrugglcd to hold
an end game before n:signing
after Fischer's 41st move

Game 10 on Saturday ended
in a draw after 68 moves. That
game had been scheduled for
Thursday, but Spassky, 55, re-
ceived a postponement after
complaining of kidney prob-
lems.

ky led the match 2-1
before losing three consecutive
games amid blunders that ex-
perts speculated were health-
related.

The prize money has been
put up by Yugoslav business-
man Jedzimir Vasiljevic, and
the match is taking place in
defiance of UN sanctions
against Yugoslavia for provok-
ing civil war in Bosnia-Herze-
govina.

Earlier AP said: Bobby Fis-
cher, attacking aggressively
with the white pieces, ap-
peared on the of a psy-
chologically important fifth
win over Boris Spassky on
Sunday in game 11 of their
dirs 5 million chess rematch.

Spassky responded with
strong early play of his own.
But he was largely ineffective
against Fischer's relentless at-
tack and was struggling to hold
an apparently hopcless

endgame by move 30, expert
observers said.

A win by Fischer, who leads
4-2, would mark the symbolic
halfway point in the match.
The first player to win 10
games is the victor.

Fischer went with his
favoured opening, which has

led into the Lopez in pre-
vious games when hc played
white.

But Spassky, who com-

plained of being tired after a 7
1/2-hour marathon game on
Saturday, opted for the more
adventurous Sicilian Defense
and then shunned the Open
Variation for a less familiar
line.

Fischer surprised some ob-
servers with a gambit of a
pawn in the seventh move,
opening up the centre and
lines on his queenside. But he
won back his gambit pawn on
move 16, exposing Spassky's
king to a blistering attack.

Yasser Seirwan, an Ameri-
can Grandmaster. said Spassky
was “getting killed -

Match rules call for a
change of venue from this
Montenegrin island resort to
Belgrade, Yugoslavia's capital,
when one player wins five
games. Otherwise, the next
game ' is scheduled for
Wednesday in Sveti Stefan.

The first player to win 10
games takes the dirs 3.35 mil-
lion top prize., and the loser
gets dirs 1.66 million. Draws
do not count, and each game
must be finished without ad-
journment.

Gave 10 on Saturday ended
in a draw aflter 68 moves, the
longest contest the series so
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fie in the women's [500m final at th
p Chunpmndup-;tﬂuﬂmm .

meet in Nov
Sports Reporter

The first South
Asian swimming champi-
onships will be held In
Calcutta, India from November
5 to B, a responafble official of
the B esh Swi
Federation told The Daily Star

yes
. who received
Uthmuunn:muphn{dlyn

-Ith I.I:TI.L? six n:!mh;'lb}

the South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation
(SAARC).
The FINA-approved
standard events incl
evenis are
be »

durlnlthci:ur—dly
meet.

A final decision on the par-
ticular events will
be taken at a of the
representatives of the partici-
pating nationes early next
month in Calcutta, the of-
I'n:lll -hu requested

19
lﬂ

far. had been
l-nheduhd for Thursday, but
Spassky, 55, received a post

m‘cﬂmt after complaining of
ney problems.
He had lost the previous

three games in a series of |

blunders that experts at the
l'nal‘.lach speculated were health-
related. Spassky appeared re-
laxed and fit nnpﬂlturd.ny
nlthnugh he said he was -

tired,” at the end of the game.

There was speculation that
Fischer had tried to extend
play in what seemed a certain
draw to wear Spassky down
before Sunday’s game. But Fis-
cher said alterward that he
was not convinced that a draw
was inevitable. -

Because draws do not count
in the match, players might
feel compelled to try longer
Hﬂtulunrhrlﬂn In most in-
ternational chess competi-
tions, each player is awarded
1/2 t in a draw.

e dirs 5 million prize
moncy has been put up by a
Yugoslav businessman, Jedz- 1
. and the match
is taking place in deflance of
UN sanctions against Yu-
goslavia for provoking civil war
in neighboring Bosina-Herze-
govina.

Fischer, 49, is returning to
chess after a 20-year absence
since 1o take
the world title in 1972.

Fischer insists he now is
playing for the World Champi-
onship again, but the match is
not recognized by the Interna-
tional Chess Federation, which
siripped the American of the
titke in 1975 after he refused
to defend it

Sport
for ITF meet SAARCswim

fourth [IAAF

Olympic Stadium on Sunday Liu won

-AFP thﬂh

J‘l' AR

__Championships in Seoul on Bundlr Smith took the gold.

British high jumper Stephen Smith jumps 2.37m in the men's final at the fourth IAAF World Juruur Mhllﬁﬂ

Pakistan, hosts |
in Asian junior
hockey final

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 21:
Pakistan and Malaysja set the
stage Monday to meet in the
final of the Junior Asia Cup by
beating South Korea and India
in the semi-finals, reports AFP.
Pakistan outplayed South
Korea 2-1 while hosts Malaysia
edged India 1-0 to battle it out
for the top spot in Tuesday's
final of the marathon 12-day
meet.

The champion and first two l
runner-ups of the tournament
qualify for the Junior World
Cup in Terrassa., Spain, next
year.

India play South Korea
Wed to decide who gets
the last berth at Terrassa.

Pakistan's goals Monday
came from Mohammed Khalid
in the 18th minute and Danish
Kaleem in the 61st minute.

thj"lh netted t.hl.-lr soli-

3: st I'ntnu'l: .

, Junhun addl China and
h will meet for fifth

place alter winning their re-
spective consolation matches
at the second Junjor Asian Cup
hockey championship here on

—

China defeated Japan 3-2
while Bangladesh trounced
Oman 3-1.

Oman will play Japan for
seventh place on Tuesday.

DU calls up
30 booters

Sports Reporter

Thirty players have been
inftially selected for the
Dhaka University soccer squad
for the forthcoming inter-var-
sities championship and the
Sher-¢-Bangla Cup national
football competitions.

The booters have been
asked to attend practice ses-
sions which commence on
September 23 at 4 pm at the
Dhaka University gymnasium
ground.

The players are: Kanan,
Tota, Vijay, Kaiser Hamid,
Jewel Rana, Kakon, Peter,
Pappu (1), Faisal, Ata, Johnny,
Tho, Roxy, Rupu, Reaz, Nurul
Islam, Bakhtiar, Pappu
(2). Shabbir, Amin, Nagqib,
Tutul, Litu, Mintu, Munna,
Javed, Jahangir, Zakir and
Caun

Graham prefers
graft to skill

LONDON, Sept 21: George
Graham said he would sacrifice
skill for graft to keep his job as
manager ol English pre-season
Premier League favourites
Arsenal, reports Reuter

1 have o be a realist. | have
to ask the question "Do | want
to get bealen week in, week
oul playing attractive football. "
Graham said in an interview in

"I had to sacrifice two skil-
ful players 1o get a result and
it came off."

Graham took off England's
Paul Merson and Anders
Limpar of Sweden when his
side were 10 down at Sh-
efficld United on Sa
Arsenal, champions 'I.II'I-‘H
Drnlumwi; 1980 and 1091,
equal MI-'I* L
six minutes from time "o

“It saddens me but now I'll

be tndnttntl-l'u«

"ch-upth'-lnm'h
of victories and we must do
that by rolling up our sleeves.”

Arsenal havwe won three
matches out of nine thetr
11 points put them 14th in
the 22 team « 1] points

adnft of leaders h Ciy

TOKYO, Sept 21:
World number
one Monica Seles
is on course for a
possible final en-
counter with Ga-

bricla Sabatini when she
defends her title at the
350,000 dollar Nichirei

women's tennis tourmament
here this week, reports AFP.

The American-based Yu-
goslav, who grabbed three
Grand Slam titles — all but
Wimbledon — for a second year
in a row, spearheads the 28
world leading players vying for
the top prize money of 70,000
dollars and 200 points.

The runnerup will collect
31,500 dollars and 140 points
counting toward the WTA
computer rankings.

The top four seeds — Seles,
second ne-::l Sabatini of Ar-
gentina, third seed Mary Joe
Fernandez of the United States
and fourth seed Katerina
Maleeva of Bulgaria — will re-
ceive first-round byes before
appearing on the hard courts
at the Ariake Coliseum.

The 1B-year-old Seles, who
trounced Fernandez 6-]1, 6-1
in the final last year, takes on
either Wang Shi-Ting of Tai-
wan or Debbie Graham of the
United States in the second-
round.

She is in the same
with ecight-seeded Naoko
Sawamatsu, Japan's number
two, and in the same hall with
fifth-seeded Amanda Coetzer of
South Africa and Fernandez,
the singles bronze medalist at
the Barcelona Games.

Seles may meet Sabatini in ﬁnal

Sabatini, who downed Scles
in the Italian Open final in
May, narrowly lost to her l.ﬁer
taking the lead in the final set
in the French Open semifinals
in June.

The Argentine's second-
round opponent will be the
winner between Donna Faber
of the United States and Rika
Hiraki of Japan.

In the bottom hall with
Sabatini are Japanese top
player Kimiko Date, who upset
the Argentine in last year's Los
Angeles tournament, hard-hit-
ting Amy Frazier of the United
States, and Maleeva.

Date, national for
the second year in a row,
clinched her first career title
when she won the Japan Open
in April on the same Centre
Court at the Ariake Coliscum.

Ataur hattrick powers Shantinagar

Shantinagar Club
confirmed their
berth in the eig-
ht-team super le-
ague of the Sonali
Bank Second Div-
ision football league from
Group A with an emphatic 6-3
victory over fellow-former First
Divisions Chalantika Krira
Chakra in their last group fix-
ture at the Dhaka Stadium yes-
terday.

Shantinagar, who have col-
lected nine points [rom seven
matches, now top the Group A
points table.

Prantik Krira Chakra, who
have eight points from six
matches, have also made the
lupcr from this group.

by, s gon S8
l'mm -1: matches and Hu:lim
Institute and Lalbagh Sporting
Club with six points from five
matches each are in the race
for the other two super league
berths from this cluster.

Jurain Janata Club, who had
finished their eight-team
group league on Saturday last
points are currently

the Group B table.

East End Chub, another ex-
First Division side, have col-

lected eight points from six
outings and a game in
hand against Dhaka WASA,

Action from

tika KC at the Dhaka Stadium. Shanti
super league berth by routing Chalantika

‘Bports Reporter

who ‘have managed six points
from as many outings.
Club who

Bangladesh Boys
along with East End Club and

Jurain Janata Club have already
made the super league, have

seven points from six
matches.
BG Press, yet another side

demoted from the top lufuc.
have collected six points [rom
:t: matches and are the other

team for the super

rospective
h-.gurﬁ-um Group B.

In yesterday's only match,
Shantinagar Club trounced

lowly Chalantika Krira Chakra
by six goals to three thanks to
a brilllant hattrick by Kazi
Ataur Rahman of Shantinagar.

Shantinagar led 4-2 at the
breather,

Shantinagar shot into the
lead when Shahadat Hossain
Tipu scored from close in the
sixth minute (1-0).

Zubair drew level for
Chalantika in the 10th minute

(1-1).

Taking the cue from Tipu,
Ataur scored his first goal of
the match in the 12th minute
to put Shantinagar once n
ahead (2-1). -

Ataur made it 3-1 in the
17th minute. He his
hattrick in the 22nd minute

yesterday s Sonali Bank Second Division
football league match between Shantinagar and Chalan-

booked their
- -Star photo

(4-1).

Mokhles reduced the mar-
gin for Chalantika in the 23rd
minute (4-2).

Siraj scored the fifth goal
for Shantinagar ten minutes
into the second halfl (5-2).

Abul Hossain Pappu netted
the sixth for the winners
n the 16th minute (6-2),

A couple of minutes after
this goal Solaiman of
Chalantika scored the last goal
of the match (6-3).

Chalantika, who completed
their group engagements yes-
terday, have managed only two
points and will play in the
Third Division next year.

DISCIPLINARY

ACTION

Meanwhile, the disciplinary
commiltee of the Second
Division league has taken
punitive measures against
some players and officials of
East Bengal Club who -
cally assaulted referee |
Islam on September 18 after

h:ng to Abhijatrik Maltbagh -
l-

Defender Mchdi Hasan and
forward Md Shahjahan Siraj,
who have been sus for a
year, will not be able to play
next scason.

Four other players —
Mahmud, I'mam Hossain,
Towhidur Rahman and Suman
Kumar Karmaker have been
suspended for six matches

cach
East Bengal has also been
fined two thousand taka [or

the misbehaviour of two offi
clals Kajal and Abdur Razzaguce
Babla.

The disciplinary commit-
tee has also strongly censured
Sawgatul Islam Sohel and Sujit
Kumar Sarker Dalim of Easi
Bengal Chub

Two matches of the Second
Division leaguce will be held
today. Abhijatrik Malibagh will
play BG Press at 2:48
while Bangladesh Boys Cm
will take on East Bengal Chub at
4:.15 pm.

POINTS TABLE

Following is the points
table of the Second Division
football league after yester
day's match

Group A

|

Prantik
City Chub
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