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Challenge Before AL
The Awami I%mmm

early on Monday with a series of
decisions amendments to its constitution and
manifesto. These changes may inject a new dy-
namism and some new th into the party
and te it, so that it can take up the new
challenges that it now faces. However, at the
same time the council also ended with a deécision
about its new general secretary which is, at best,
of questionable wisdom and at werst of severe
consequences. Through this choice the party
chief may not have gﬁ( her man on the job. but
she showed that she had enough clout to prevent
those she did not want from get the coveted
. Sheikh Hasina has demonstrated, if such a
tion was at all necessary, that she is in
effective command of the and that her likes
and dislikes continue to be the decisive factor in
choosing the leadership.

This puts the onus squarely on the party chief's
shoulder as to how the AL will forge ahead. The
challenge now is to harmonise the all powerful
position of the rt?' chief, with the hopes and

tions of other leaders and to devise ways to

allow them to function with freedom and auton-

80 that people with leadership qualities can

e valuable contribution to the party. The ball

is now In Sheikh Hasina's court. It is for her to

set the tone of how the party that she heads will

function. It ts for her to show signs of openness,

accommodation and flexibility so that people with

divergent views can once again fill the ranks and

leadership of her party and equip it to play its
rightful role in a democracy.

It is a welcome move by the council to create
the position of party secrelaries each of whom
will responsible for a particular area. Such di-
vision of responsibility will help, we hope. to in-
crease the expertise of the Awami League to deal
with the various socio-economic and cultural
problems of our country. Traditionally, the main
concentration of every political party was to con-
duct day to da agllatiunaLFolltlcs without having
any research base or professional expertise to
prepare scientific documents or position papers
on the complex developmental challenges that
we face. The formation of advisory councils will
further strengthen the technical capacity of the
AL to deal with development issues. However, the
eflectiveness of this will depend on the se-
lection of i{ts members who should be well known
and widely respected for their independent
thinking and prolessional excellence,

The outgoing general secretary. Mrs Sajeda
Chowdhury's candid organisational report is a
welcome departure from the practice of our po-
litical parties never to admit any fault and always
blame others for their own debacles. There are
enough direct and indirect admissions as to why
the Awami League has fallen from its pinnacle of
glory in 1971, in her report, for serious and gen-
uine Awami League supporters to take lessons
from. Her suggestion that the AL should trans-
form itself into a serious political institution de-
serves serious consideration by the party stal-
warts. For the development of AL as a political in-
stitution is likely to strengthen the very process
of institutionalising democracy in our country.

It is true that the AL has adopted the market
economy as a model. But we do not think that to
be e . There must be a deeper understand-
ing of the concept the party cadres. Now
that both the BNP and the AL have adopted mar-
ket economy as our economic model, the AL
musf put forward its own vision of market econ-
omy so that people can judge the differences be-
tween them and see why they should vote for one
and not the other.

It is to the credit of Sheikh Hasina that in spite
of advice to the contrary, she went ahead with
the council session and brought in some useful

and new in her party. She will
now to to her own workers, as well as
to the nation in general that as a Awami
League has become truly democratic not only in

principle but also in its to day functioning.

Death from Above

The death of Moslem Khan on Sunday in the
financial district of Motijheel was more than a
. It was the product of negligence border-

ing on criminality. Khan, an employee of a

weekly magazine, just hap to be
a 15-storey building named Islam Chmﬁ%
e e

a portion of a window came unh
from the seventh floor. The iron-grilled window
him little

smashed on to Khan's head. giving
busy areas like Motijheel,

chance of su . In
pedestrians crossing the streets suffer from

Mtﬂn. being apprehensive of reckless
and other equally-senseless operators
of mechanized contraptions; the t is ex-
pected to offer some sort of protection to pedes-
trians. but now it seems that poor building main-
tenance and a thurm::f;hl?'[ irresponsible attitude of
property owners and olflice managers alike are
conspiring to threaten public Iiffe here as well.
Sunday's tragedy came as yet another reminder
as to how dangerous some high-rise buildings are.
Not so long ago. this paper expressed serious
concern at the woeful lack of proper safety mea-
sures at building construction sites. The lack of
proper scafloldings, the use of manual labour to
material up rickety, narrow ramps are there
for all to see. The one thing that is hardly visible
is safety measures, either nett| or anythin
else, either for the workers or for the genera
public about their daily business below.
Quite o usly, this situation cannot be al-
lowed to continue any longer. And, since the
owners, builders and occupiers of multi-storied
blocs In busy agreas do not seem to possess the
common sense (o look upon safety measures as
their duty, the city authorities ought to become
more active. The Dhaka City Corporation ought to
enact laws which would make owners or builders
liable to hefty penalties and generous compensa-
tion to victims should accidents, fatal or not, oc-
cur. There should also be provisions. strictly fol-
lowed, for regular checks by DCC officials of office
and residential blocs and {ll-maintained property
should be threatened with closure unless proper
maintenance was carried out regularly. This may
also be the time for relevant authorities to insist
upon provisions for fire exits for all buildin
with three or more stories. If necessary, the DCC
should set up a separate cell of engineers, archi-
tects, environmentalists etc to monitor and im-
plement these regulgtions. Action has to be taken
wﬁv because we carninot allow human lives to
be to callous negligence of others any longer.
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- concept of human righ

Bush

NITED Stales
policy is under illn:;;
scru these

calls fmmw wm for
"new thinking" and for a
different approach 10 a world

' no longer polarised between

hostile supcrpowers.

Most striking aboutl these
ideas Is common acceplance of
the basic premise thal has
guided US bechavieur for the

past hall-century.

Liberals, moderates and
conscrvalives and that
the nation should n its

standing as thc world's top
military power and be willing
to carry oul armed interven-
tions to prolect ils economic
Iinterests.

In the midst of a presiden-
tial election campaign, the de-
bate over forc policy is be-
ing framed nly in terms of
President George Bush's
record. James Baker's recent

n as Secretary of
State has siccred the discus-
sion even more sharply to-
wards appraisal of the past four
yoars.

The Republican admintistra-
tion takes greal pride in ils
foreign policy performance,
presenting it as Bush's fore-
most success. [t is gencrally
acknowledged that some Uri-
umphs for US diplomacy have
been achicved since January
1989.

Management ol the demise
of the Sovict bloc is cited as a
key accomplishment. Bush is
widely credited for lacilitating
the reunification of Germany

and for concluding arms-con-

trol pacts with Moscow that
are considered highly advanta-
geous to Washington.

He is likewise lauded for
skillfully asscmbling a coalition
that drove Irnq out of Kuwail.
Commenlators suggest, loo,
that the decision to wage the
Gull War under United Nations
duspices may eventually be
scen as a precedent that estab-
lished the necd for the US to
obtain multilateral backing for
its military aclions.

And no one denies that
Bush and Baker madc history
by persuading Isracl and the
Arabs to begin [ace-to-face ne-
goliations.

Supportcrs of Democratie
candidalc 3ill Clinton, as well

f..l.ld Clinton

As the US presidential campaign heats up,
coming under scrutiny.

War world.

The Republicans take pride

George Bush. Bill Clinton wants a more activist dip
alliance for democracy

As some non-partisan members
of the foreign-policy estab-
hment, are noncthcless
‘fully attacking the Presi-
dient's stalcsmanship.
Bush is accused of mishan-
dling policy loward lraq before

“and aficr the Gull War. First,

he encouraged Saddam Hus-
sCins aggression, crilics
charge, and then falled to help
forces inside. Iraq fighting to
overthrow Lhe Ba'athist
regime,

Along with a few leading
businecss exccutives, the
Democrats further fault Bush
for aggravaling US-Japan rela-
tons. Afllcr cancelling a sum-
mit scssion in T . Uhe Pres-
ident embarras cven some
supporters by turning the
reschedulcd mecting into a
conflrontalibn over car salcs.

in gencral, detractors say
Bush carried eut a mainly reac-
tlive forecign policy, utterly

lncking in strategic vision. And
in many cas¢gs he was slow

even o react
The White

House re-

sponded with protracted indif-
ference 1o bloody chaos in So-
malia, Haiti and Bosnia, for
example.

Bush's basic disdain for the
Third World was also cvident,
some obscrvers argue, In his
refusal to ipale mean-
inglully in the UN-sponsored
Earth Summit in Brazil.

Failure to develop a strate-

framcwork for the post-
Cold War era is highlighted in
a report by an unofflicial com-
mission of 21 foreign policy
. Entitled C Our
Ways: America and New
World, it asserts that the US
approach to the rest of the
world Is now dangerously
anachronistic.

it argues that the US must
learn to live within “new lim-
its,” and says: "We neced to act
more as catalyst than com-
mander, rﬂnr:u more often
to persuasion compromise
than to flat and rigid

blucprint.”
The US should gradually

pull back from all its overseas

Last weeks
of the
battle

military commitments, the
sludy says. Economic assis-
tance to the world
and to the countries of the
former Soviet bloc should be
doubled the year 2000, the
report !

The commission, chaired by
Winston Lord, a former US
ambassador to China, also

su :
It follows from this that

Washin ‘s altention will be
directed toward the
uropean Community and

Japan. In a recent essay, com-
mission member C Fred
Bergsten calls for creation of a
Group of Three (G3) to consist
of the US, Japan and Lhe EC

Y & third of senators, & quaner of govemork, and all 438

members of House of Représentatives. pius Mayors,
sherifis, disinct attomeys, eic

Electoral College baliots formally Votes bed to Nov 3
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institutions, Owur
Ways

closely may

in urging the US

B1ll Clinton arden
braces this beltef. In a
policy address last April,
criticised Bush for not
ing enough willingness to
military action in what was Yu-
goslavia, He also said the Pres-
ident had fatled to come to the
aid of the Kurds battling for

autonomy from Baghdad.

Clinton likewise chided
Bush for "coddling” the re-
Eeurv: regime in Defjing and

r not doing more to help
Russia and former Soviet
republics.

He said: "It 1s time for
America to lead a al-
Hance for as united
and as steadfast as the global

mlliance that defeated com-
munism.” To show his scrious-

‘ness about Lhis new crusade,

em-
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Share Same US View of the World

Kevin J Kelley writes from Washington

foreign policy postures of the two candidates are
in the international performance of
' a ) lomacy with the US leading a global
and capitalism. Experts call for "new thinking” in the post-Cold

tagon specrialisis, who,
in a planning docu-
ment, have suggested hat Lhe
US be preparcd o fight two
major regional wars at Lhe
same timec

- ﬂhﬂhﬂm
Mn‘*ﬂt:

the US actively
of rival i
o Thivd War'd and mmeg %a

He secks 1o distinguish
their foreign policy posilions
from those of “isolalionists”
and practitioncrs of realpolitik.

l..ihlf President Woodrow

But even the prosclytiscrs
are not prepared o inlervenc
everywhecre and
the US version of
democratic governance. East-
ern Europe and Lhe former
Soviet staics should be the lop
mm suggesis rommenia-
tor Diamond in a lorei
allairs journal. i
The Caribbcan, Mexico and
Central Amcrica should reecive
considerable aliention because
of their physical proximity, Di-
amond writes. And nations like
China, Egypt. Indoncsia and
Pakistan ought also be activcly
encouraged lo move toward
democracy. Small countrics in
the developing world — and all
of sub-Saharan Africa and
South America — arc omitted
from this list.

These grand schcmes may
well prove mere dreams,
Regardicss of who wins in
November, budgctary problems
will sharply constrain the US
from ing out a globalist
crusade on bechall of democ-

racy and capitalism.
— GEMENI| NEWS
KEVIN J KELLEY is Editor

of the International Affairs
Journal Toward Freedom.
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Rethinking the Concept of Human Rights—II

by Chandra Muzaffar

T is a matter of some re-

gret that the idea of fre-

edom so im to the
South has not been accorded
any emphasis in the West's
ts. Here
again, if the inherent rights of
communities were given pro
minence, human rights move-
ments would become more
complete and comprehensive
in their outlook.

For the South, however, as-
serting the rights of the col-
lectivity is not just a matter of
developing a more complete
perspective on human right. It
is a of survival. In a
situation where a handful of
powerful nations in the North
dominate and control the po-
Mtical, cultural, intellectual,
economic, scientific and tech-
nological resources of the

for their own benefit, it
becomes imperative for the
people of the South to insist
upon their right of access to
justice.

it is seldom realised that
this control and dominance by
a cligue in the North.has a di-
rect bearing upon a whole

range of human rights in the
South.

Economic control, for in-
stance, exercised through bi-
lateral ties, economic
groupings, internatignal trade
pacts and international finan-
cial institutions, has in a num-
ber of cases forced countries
in the South to adjust thefr
economic icies to the in-
terests of North to such an

»
tent that they have
bu

needs which are related to
flundamental economic and so-
cial rights — have been subor-
dinated to export crops.
tourism and hotels!

Likewise, the North's suffo-
cating control over the pro-
duction and dissemination of

its hopes and

]

What is the meaning of
freedom of expression. of free
flow of information in such a
situation? How can we talk of

45 years killed at least 22 mil-
lion men. women and chil-
dren.

There is no denying that

what has emerged in the
course of the decades is an

m“nmf

the poor and powerless

the concentration of effective
power in the hands of a few
nation-states through the
United Nations Security
Council.

Some would even argue
that with the end of the Cold
War and the demise of bipolar
politics, it is just one military
superpower which controls
the Security Council and the
UN. The dominance of that su-

perpower over global political

process implies a form of au-
thoritarianism in international

relations which has no prece-
dence in A

While most human rights
groups are concerned about
authoritarianism at the na-
tional level, they seldom react
to the control and dominance
of world politics by a clique

from the North. And yet au- -

thoritarianism at the interna-
tional level, as we have shown,

South.
In the case of certain hu-
man groups like

the impact of authoritarian
trends in international

upon various types of human
rights. There may also be hu-
man rights groups which are
ideologically disinclined to
scrutinise the dominance of
the North since they are
committed to the preservation
of the status quo. Others may
be just ignorant of how the
present international system
oppresses and exploits the
overwhelming majority of hu-
manity.

But sooner or later human
rights groups in the North as
well as the South will have to
come to grips with the ques-
tion of the international sys-
tem and its impact upon hu-

man rights. For the oneness of
humanity is a reality
in all sorts of ways. envi-
ronmental crisis, more than
perbaps any
confronting contempor
Man. compels us to see
remedies from a global per-
spective, There is no national
solution to the environmental
crisis. We have to think, feel
and act universal in the trukest
sense of the word.

The environmental crisis, it
seems to me, is the first of
a series of crises which
will demand genuinely global
remedies. There is increasing
realisation now that issucs
such as AIDS, drugs, migration
and refugees require interna-
tional solutions. It is just a
question of time before we
concede that the eradication of
poverty, disease and illiteracy
is not possible unless there are
massive efforts at the global
level. -
By the same token, it is un-
likely that we will be able to
curb ethnic discrimination or
racial violence or check politi-
cal oppression or authoritarian
trends the instrument
of the nation-state — which is
sometimes the real culprit.
Some sort of global endeavour
would be necessary.

Once the importance of
such an endeavour is under-
stood, we will have to learn to
view the whole of humanity as
onc single family. This is quite
different [rom seeing human

other challenge

beings as citizens of different
states in the international sys-
tem. This is the approach

by human rights,

i
;
5
ii

E
§
5
i

1
j
?%

%

world that we will not live to
see. But it is a world that we
must work to achieve. For it is
a duty that we who live in the
present owe to.those who will-
inherit the future.

Concluded :

—Third World Network
Features '

(The writer, Dr Chandra
Muzaffar, is a well-known
Malaysian political scientist
and president of the social
organisation Aliran.)

displays striking similarities to

_—

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms “are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and
address. :

Rajshahi: past and
present

Sir, A small news-item late
last month took me back 35
yecars to the few months, that
was my fortune to spend
in and around Rajshahi. Ever'
since then | have had a soft
corner for this pictyresque
district town, as it then was.
Memories dim with age and
Ume but some always retain
their dimensions.

So how could | forget the
bouquet, the taste or the fra-
grance of what was popularly
called Mian Saheb's Dinajpuri
Langra, grown near Cha-
painawabgan|. Why 1t was
called Dlmjﬂun. I do not
know, unless Saheb came
from there, but there was no
doubting its pedigree or fits
size. Skin, as yellow as spun-

gold, which would put an
onion to shame, juice pi

straight from heaven ™
seed the size of a cashew-nut.
It was brought to Rajshahi's

main market as if it was
the king's ransom (as well

deservedly might have been)
and kept scparately for the
connoisseurs. The Aratdar
critically viewed each pros-
pective buyer to assess and
satisfy himsell that Mian
Saheb's pride would go to an
appreciative home before quot-
ing the day's prices and would
brook no Fortunately,
he decided very early, that
where appreciation of class
mangoes was concerned, he
couldn't do better than me and
thereafter, | recetved regularly
the big regulation basked (120
pieces) by rickshaw. The
price, and here | would like to
swear to my readers, that,
God's truth, it NEVER ex-
ceeded Rs. B/- for the WHOLE

- BASKET plus annas two rick-

shaw fair.

The fish market was a
gourmet's dream with a
of Padma ., 1 have never
seen since. Prices, believe it or

not, ranged from anna one to
8,10 or 12 annas per seer

[Tk, 0.06 to Tk. 0.50, Tk. 0.62,
0.75)! The mouth watering
sweets and milk products too
were displayed in an endless
array none cost more than
Rs. 1.50 per seecrl Adulter-
ation? Forget=it, there was no
such And then there was
the ... but here the Begum
butts in and insists that noth-
ing about Rajshahi could be
more eloquent than the pure
silk saree, | gave her on our
25th anniversary and which
she still cherishes and wears
on special occasions. [ got it
for her from Saheb Bazar for
the then princely sum of Rs.
18.50, though she insists it
cost Rs. 23.50 and came from
Ghoramera.

Anyway, Rajshahi has always
played an important part in
the economic, social, cultural
and intellectual arena and so it
is very distasteful for me to
read how handicapped,
neglected and violent it has
become. '

The news-item, which was
certainly worth a few thousand
crore Taka to the National Ex-
chequer, dealt with the drastic
and revolutionary change
which Rajshahi has also
brought to our main national

stime — the observance of

s.

Quazi Akhlagque-uz-Azeem.
Anderkilla, Chittagong

Environment
Sir, We fully support the

call recently made by the
Group of Seven (G-7) lcaders

for rapid international action

on the environment. In the fi-
nal communique after Lheir
Munich summit, it is said —
"Rapid and concrete action is
required to follow through on
our commitment on climate
change, to protect forests and
oceans, to preserve marine re-
sources, and to maintain bio-

diversity”.
We sincerely hope that the
G-7 leaders will their

promises toward conservation
of the global environment and
will provide financial
mutnnbzrtntlu eveloping
countries VAar-
oo materfalizing ’
tion projects.

M Zahidul

_ Haque,
Asstt. Prof. BAl, Dhaka

Idiosyncrasy

Sir., Everyone has been
more or less influenced by Lhe
tic variables. Wors-

ely, there has always been a
group of people who are highly
guided by those tn disbursing
their responsibilities. Thesec
people very often disregard all
other variables around them to

I's influence in the aca-
demic institutions in adjudging
the pcrformances of the stu-
dents has been the worst di-
mension. Recently, a nolion
has gained cu in our so-
ciety that the teacher-student
relation has not been in de-

sired level of satisfaction. | feel
that two major variables have
contributed to this undesirabil-
ity: first, allowance ol idiosyn-
cratic variables of the teachers
lo adjudge the academic per-
formances of the students and
second, irrational academic
and non-academic demands of
some so-called students.

One may disagree with me
since he might also have his
arguments refuting my allega-
tion. But whatever | have expe-
rienced in my sevenigen years
student-life makes room for
accommodating such concept.
For instance, when | was a
student of class VII, the
English teacher, after the half-
yearly examination, once told
in our class thal only two stu-
dents had passed. Mentionably,
there were mere than one
hundred students in our class.
| was to an extent, su
but was expecting to be one of
those two. The teacher, one
after another told the marks
oblained by us putling me in
utter bewilderment. The high-
cs! mark, 60, was obtained
a siudent who really desc X

The second highest mark, 54,
wits given to a student who in
nobody's perecption deserved
so. It was widely debated
among Lthe students, but all in
silcnce, because that was not
the age and there was no clime
to go on ram against the
leachers. | was the third in
order of marks scoring 32.5;
mentionably, 33 was the pass
mark. | could very well com-
prchend that, the very
leacher, who is no more alive
today (may God rest his soul in
pcace), only wanted to say in
the class that | did not pass in
the examination. He was angry
upon me. This idiosyncrasy in-
Nuenced him highly while ex-
amining my script lcnding to
reducing my score to 32.5.
Again, in some of the ocea-
sions, the reverse occurred,
i.e., | scored much than
expectation. There also
been no other cause of these
of Semageiacy of e Soa
of id o con-
cerned teachers. 2
id nera has rather
enon, : in all spheres
of life, exe tremendous
inflluence on concerned —
e e e
: we not
briiuh aside the ‘vice' fteell.

Md Abdur Rou/f
WWMM



