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themselves iIn
suits with gleaming sneakers;
some venture out in shorts and
trousers with half-sleeve shirts

the old
fous in

or vests. Others,
timers, are less
draping themselves.
The ficlds of their activities
eover a wide . In new

Dhaka, the favourite haunts are

Nagar. The Shuhrawardy
Uddan, however, seems more
crowded with these enthusi-
asts. Other city dwellers living
some distance from these

and the middle-aged. Free
hand exercises are another

common sight. The older ones
limit themselves to fast or

easy-paced walking depending
on age and health condition.

Lately some inci-
dents o mummm
the quiet tenor of dawn-time
activities. There was even a re-
oent case of shooting of one
business man who was taking
his walk. These are

symptoms of lawlessness
which has lately been on the

Search for oil

The US consortium has been
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and the Bangladesh Oil, Gas
‘and Mineral Corporation

Sylhet basin, one in which
Scimitar was ting and an
adjacent block. Last month,

the Cabinet decided against
extension of the scan-
dalous Scimitar deal signed in
1987. :

The Occidental indication
when the world
s i-

and Petrobangla

Officials quoted the Oxy
:hﬂmuu-mlhﬂl
formal proposal be made
later this month.

The TEXACO-UNOCAL team
that had been in Dhaka Sep-
tember 13-15 reiterated their

A. Dhaka- 1000

fall casy victims to the mug-
gers who snatch away wrist
watches, tacles or whait-
ever cuhm may be in the
purse. The rs do their
job without any of resis
tance, because at the carly

hours in the moming, any hue
and cry if raised by the victims
may go unheeded.

In this situation, some ob-
servers .u““il certain pre-
ventive steps. Interested :
ple should avoid taking lﬁr
walk carly at dawn along de-
serted foutes. They should

move in groups to
the points where there are
more people around. The se-

curity situation may be much
improved if the on their
part make of the areas

negotiating for about three

years.

The Holland Sea Search
that came last week was cager
for an offshore block compris-
ing Sandwip and some parts of
Noakhali and Chittagong. The
Dutch company is working in
the Gulf of Mexico.

The UMIC of Hustor. has

asked for a block in the Chit-

tagong Hill Tracts. The US
‘S re ntatives held

company
talks with Dhaka Officials late

last month.
The AMOCO, on the other
hand, has been invited by

Bangladesh authorities to look

into the prospects of drilling

the dry wells. “The company
has the tec and experi-
ence in deep drilling... and

we will ask it to do some re-
study if they can go deeper.”
said an authoritative Petroban-
gla source.

SAARC ministers
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one of the world's poorest re-
gions.

The ministers said that at
least five per cent of their

gross domestic products
should go for child welfare
work.

"These lines are not.
mandatory or bind on the
members muntrie:?lbutw:
think we can achieve the tar-
gets set in the resolution,” said
Mamata Banerjee, India’'s State
Minister for Women and Child

ment.

She expressed hope that
India be able to elimi-
nate child labour before the
turn of the century as pro-
posed by the 32-point resolu-

tion adopted by the ministers.
They also resolved to avoid

the ‘unproductive and wasteful

drain’ of resources into arma-
ments, but did not give any
firmi pledges to cut back their
countries’ defence exoendi-
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Morning Walkers Face Snag

By A S M Nurunnabi

city prior to the close of the
to be complete.

operations, a lot of tan -
gles occurred, adding to the
suffering of the public. With
the completion of the opera-
tions, it was hoped that the
situation would easc substan-
tially The hope has not been
fully realised. The tunnecis that

were dug for pipelines have

since been refilled with sand,

pacted. The result is that road
surfapes are still uneven and
marked with potholes. It be-
hoves the WASA and the City
Corporation to take early steps
for proper of the af-
fected road ts in the
interest of smooth flow of ve-

Kamal off

to France
By Staff Correspondent

Dr Kamal Hossain, an
Awami League top-notcher,
Friday left home on a three-
country tour ending wide
speculations over his participa-
tion in the AL council session
beginning today (Saturday).

Dr Hossain, an eminent
lawyer' and member of the AL
Presidium, left Dhaka for
France to attend the biennial
conference of the International
Bar Association in Cannes.

From France, Kamal will (ly
for the Uniled States to under-
take a lecture tour in New
York and will attend a meeting
at the Washington DC. Then he
will go to the Hague in the
Netherlands.

However, Awami League
sources said that Dr Kamal had
decided not to attend the
council meeting to avoid criti-
cism for his stance on differ-
ent “controversial® issues in-
cluding that of his support to
Mos Mohsin Mantu, a dis-
sident AL leader.

Kamal Hossain had attended
the AL Central Committee
meeting but remained almost
silent during the four-day ses-
ston.

Meanwhile, Salahuddin
Yusuf and Zohra Tajuddin, two
other presidium members, will
also remain absent Iin the
council session, third after the
country's independence and
viewed as "most crucial” by the
partymen because of the

political situation.

Zohra Tajuddin, a close ally
of Kamal, is now staying in the
US while Yusuf {8 now under-

g:::n;yt treatment in
SAARC experts

for legalisation
of abortion

COLOMBO, Sept 18: A South
Asian technical group today
recommended abortion, con-
doms and other contraceptives
be encouraged to t sex-
ually transmitted and
small familtes in one of the
world's poorest regions, re-
ports AFP.

An expert report on 'child
survival and motherhood’
recommended to a ministerial
meeting of the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) which
ended here that abortion

should be mﬂﬁd where con-
traception failed. J

Sugandha office yesterday.

. Prime Minister Begum Khale

By Sohel Manzur

A new political party, com-
of a faction of Freedom

and some other pro-
islamic partics, is likely to be
floated soon, according to con-
cerned sources.

Freedom Party (FP) s now
on the of split on the
question of accumulating all
the in one hand, the
Chairman of the party, the
sources say. Major (Rid) Bazlul
Huda, who was the Vice-
Chairman of the former
Central executive Committee
ICEC), has already resigned
from the party, the someces iIn-
famed

Co-Chairman of the former
CEC Col (Rtd) Khandaker
Abdur Rashid is now outside
the country and the split in FP
and formation of a new one

may take effect immediately
after his retuan the sources

sty

Another factor that has con-
tributed to the split is the
question of forming an alllance
or a single poltical party unit-
ing the pro-Islamie political

Col (Rtd) Syed Farug
Rahman, who has reportedly

strong reservation aboul
Jamaat-e-Islami, was dead
against such unity .

Party ingiders say that he
has also accumulated all the

powers in his own hand by
amending the constitution of
the party in the last couricil
held on August 3 and 4.

Rashid abstained from at-
tending the council, although
he sent a written note from
abroad to be read out in the

concluding day of the council.
The resignation s howerer,
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forestation, industrial a pollu-
tion control, alternative use of

| CFC gas, monitoring the secre-

tion of Mithen gas from the
paddy fields of the Ganges-

Brahmaputra-Meghna basin.
and conservation of the water

ways in the country.

Noman said the government
had prepared the national en-
vironment policy, examining
the terrestrial and marine en-
vironment, inland water re-
sources and the situation in
urban and rural areas. The en-
vironment policy, he said,
looks at the implications of
global environmental problems
such as the depletion of the
ozone layer, climatic changes,
the Green House effect and the
rise in the sea level.

It explores the response to
environmental problems vis a
vis ment in institutions
and legislations, education,
communication and social

awarencss and tion of
the people.technology and
planning.

We have to meet the envi-
ronmental challenges of the
1990s, the Minister said,

adding that along side policy

yet to be acce :

Out of five members of
the former CEC, only two
members are in the new
seven-member National Exec-
utive Committee (NEC). They
are Col Cretd) Farug, Chatrman
and Mia Abdur Rashid, Vice-
Chatrman. Chowdhury Moham
mad Farugq, Chiel Stafl Coor-
dinator of the former CEC and
Editor of the Daintk Millat, is
also likely to join with Rashid
and Huda.

According to the new con-
stitution of FP, Chatrman s the
only person to take any deci-
sion and he is clected by the
councillors for six years.

The constitution also pro
videds, the Chairman with the
authority to form a National
Executive Committee [NEC) 1o
assisl and execute his dect
stons

The pro-lslamic partics,
which are likely to be merged
in the new political party in
clude, Muslim League (led by
Ainuddin, Jaamir All Alhaj St
ajuddin and Ataul Huq), Nati
onal Democratic Party ol An
war Jahid, Progressive Nati
onalist Party (PNP) of Sheikh
Shawkat Hossain Nilu, Muslim
Nationalist Party of Sirajul Hug
Gora, Progatishil Ganotantrik
Shakti of Shahrier Rashid
Khan and Waheduzaman, Han-
gladesh Democratic Party of
Abdur Razzak Chowdhury, Isla
mi Oikya Andolan of Shahidur
Rahman and Nezame Islami
Party of Maclana Abdur Latif.

The parties met several
times earlier with the leaders
of Freedom Party to discuss
about the unfification in the
form of allaince or a single po-

litical party

da Zia t.l-lking to the v’i;ﬁ.—tﬁg_ﬂh_ﬂﬁjbﬁgelagltmn at her

Khaleda
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recommendations of the ongo-
ing SARTUC meeting In the
next ministerial Jevel meetin
of SAARC. She also sire
the need for maximum utilisa-
tion of domestic resources of
SAARC member countrics to

change the lot of their peoples. \
Labour Minister Abdul Man-

nan Bhutyan was present dur
ing the meett

Members :‘}?“ﬂ! delegation
included SARTUC General
Secretary Gopeswar, India —
Subrata Mukherjee, MLA.
Thampan Thomas and Novin-
chandra Barot, Nepal — Lux-
man Basnett, Sri Lanka —
Harry Sandrasekera., Pakistan
—Mohammad Sharif, Mia Mohd

Muneer and Choudhury, Mohd
Talth Nawaz Ba sh —
Eskander Ali, Nazrul Islam.

Mojibur Rahman Sarwar MP
MA Gafur, SM Rumi, Mijibur
Rahman Bhutyan, MS Alam
IMendu Mia), Mamun-Ur
Rashid Chowdhury

Hidayatullah
dead

BOMBAY, Secpt 18 The
former Vice-President, Justice
M Hidayatullah, died here this
morning lollowing a massive
heart attack, reports PTI.

The B7-year-old Hidayatu-
allh, who was the Chiel Justice
of India for two yecars [rom
1968, is survived by his wife
Pushpa and lawyer son Arshad.

Hidayatullah, who had an-
nounced Lhe prestigious Ja-
manlal Bajaj Foundation awards
al a press conference here
three days ago. complained ol
chest pain around 0230 hours
today and breathed his last
within 15 minutes before doc-
tors could atiend on him.

The former vice president

will be given a stale [uneral

lOmorrow

=

Green Belt plan soon

decisions, the government was
now fostering public awareness
of environmental issues and
ensuring participation at all
levels, especially at the grass-
roots.

Stressing the urgent need
to incorporate new technolo-
gies in the development pro-
cess, designed to conserve re-
sources and to protect the en-
vironment, Noman said, the
present government was now
striving to achieve environ-
mentally sound and sustainable
development to safeguard valu-
Barisal Polytech :18

outsiders held

BARISAL., Sept 18: Some
firearms and explosives were
recovered and 18 outsiders
detained when police raided
the hostel of Barisal Plytechnic
Institute today. police sources
said. Police surrounded the
hostel of the Polytechnic

Institute in the hours of

the day and searched different
rooms which continued till 9
in the morning. Two pipe
guns, five crackers and one
Chinese axe were recovered,
reports BSS.

able natural resources and
ecosystem for the benefit of
the 112 million people of the
country.

The Environment Minister,
said BNP government was
pledge-bound to ensure a bet-
ter quality of life for the people
of the country. He urged the
people to cooperate with the
government to achieve envi-
ronmentally sound and sus-
tainable development.

Listing the measures, steps
and programmes undertaken
by the new BNP government,
he said the living standard of
the people would improve
sharply with the full imple-
mentation of the developmernt
programmes.

The Minister said the gov
ernmenl was also preparing
programmes for a massive de-
velopment in the country with
the assistances from the 150
billion US dollar global envi-
ronment f{acilities fund, cre-
ated at the Rio earth summit.

‘Noman said the United
States of America also had ex-
pressed readiness to finance
bilaterally Bangladesh's envi-

ronment programmes.

‘Demgcracy is a difficult practicé’
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succeed.

He discouraged political
confrontation in the strects in
the interest of sound growth of
democracy in Bangladesh.

"In Bangladesh, ... political
confrontation should be in the
Parliament, in the press and in
the legal system - not in the
streets.

He said, "There s Is no
longer a need to use those
means which were necessary
in an undemocratic setup”.

“Government and opposi-
tion are both necessary [or a
democracy. Both have roles (o
play”, Milam pointed out.

He said other agencics and
institutions, apart from politi-
cal parties, should have con-
tribution teo flowering Lhe
democratic spirit.

The US Ambassador

the Bangladeshis who
ught to the last for establish-
ing democracy in the counlry.

He outlined seven gencrally
accepted requirements to
make the democratic order a
SUCCESS:

~ Elected officials musl
have control over governmcnl
decisfons about policy,

- Elected officials must bc
chosen and fairly,

- All adults should have the

right to vote in the election of
these officials,

- All adults should have the
right to run for clective office,

- Citizens should have the
right Lo express themsclves
without danger of arbilrary
punishmtnt,

- There must be way o
seek out alternative sources of
information,

- There must be the right
to form independent associa-

tions or organisations in par-

ticular political parties.
Milam, in his spccch

"Democ -— Is It Inevitable,

Is It Irreversible”, also focuscd
on varfous aspects of democ-
racy in different parts of the
world, particularly in Eastern
Europe, Central Asia and dc-
veloping countries.

Dr Kamal Hossain urged the
parliament to play a positive
and constructive role in tack-
ling the urgent problems [ac-
ing the society.

He also called for practising
democracy within the political
parties saying, “We can’t cx-
pect parliamentary democracy
as provided in the Constitution
to work if party leaders seek to
concentrate powers in their
own hands as in presidential
system.” :

Transition from long years

of authoritarian rule to democ-
racy is a difficult and uphill
task, said Dr Kamal, a member
of the Awami e Presidium
and Convenor of Democratic
Forum.

"Emergence of multi-party
democracy following hﬂi}'ﬂl‘l
of authoritarian regime brings
about intense political compe-
tition between the government
and the opposition.”

Recalling the events of the
past, Dr Kamal said it was a
misfortune that the nation
could not retain democracy
that it had won at great cost.
"Democracy was time after
time supplanted by authoritar-,
jan regimes.”

He also asked why the polit- .

ical parties were patronising
armed cadres in thefr student
organisations, unleashing acts
of terrorism and vitiating the
environment of higher educa-
tion.
High Commissioner Imray
lauded the success :L democ-
in Bangladesh said it
had an enviable record of
achievement from the very be-

He Tht:d press free
a '
dom in coun but.em-
phasised on more freedom for
state -run TV and Radio for
smooth functioning of democ-
racy.

DHAKA SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19, 1992

two sides agreed to withdraw from Kabul all formerly

Communist militia, now inte

grated into armies loyal to

Rabbanf's government, ANA said, reports Reuter

AL council session
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year leadership of Sheikh
Hasina.

The conference, like other
past council sessions, will fea-
ture speeches of leaders and
delegates, tional prob-
lems, possibie c in the
party’s manifesto constitu-
tion

Awami leaders and
rank and file expect this
council to revitalise the party
bath politically and organisa-
tionally .

"We have been in the oppo
sition for long. Now It's time to
prepare the party to win back
the state power we lost be
causc of a coup in 1975, said

an Awami e councillor,
who arrived on Friday.

To gain this objective, ana-
lysts say, the Awami League
will have to adopt new socio-
economic programmes that
touch the people's minds.
Gone are the days ol criticizi
the government for the sake
criticizing only, they say.

The expected endorsement
of the y's new economic
policy that replaces socialism
with free market economy
manifest the party's tilt to-
wards realism. |

it's almost certain that
Hasina's proposal for appoint-
ing an advisory council will sail

the conference which
will also elect a new eentral

working committee. New faces

are alpo likely 1o come in the
presidium.

But the council's focus will
be on who becomes the next
General Secretary. The current
competitors are: Abdur Razzak,
Amir Hossain Amu, Tofael

Ahmed, Abdul Jalil and Mo-
hammad Nasim. The tncum-
bent Begum

M mrm—c—,

Awami sources indi-
cated that if the race for the
office of General Secretary be-
came too stiff the com-
petitors, Hasina may opt for
Zillur Rahman, currently a
Presidium member or she may
even bring in a dark horse.

The issue of the expulsion
of Mostafa Mohsin Mantu will
create a ripple in the councl if
not a storm.

Though the couneil is set
for two days, it may be ex-
tended if the businesses turn
too heavy to tackle.

According to programmes
the opening ceremony will be
simple featuring hotsting of na-
tional and Awami League's
party flags in the premises of
Engineers’ Institution, placing
of wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu, recitation from
Holy Quran, Geeta, Bible and
Tripitak, obituary references,
speech by the convenor of the
Receptlion

h a cultural function.

Stock turnove
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per cent Jamuna bridge levy
was withdrawn, he added.

“The moment the govern-
ment allowed repatriation of
the capital s in January
this year, ﬂnTreign investors
started streaming in,” the DSE
chairman said, adding “they
are more interested in capital
gains than dividend income.”

An estimated Taka six crore
was invested in the stockmar-
ket by the foreign investors
during the.period.

At present there are 142

listed securities with DSE, of
which, there are 131 compa-
nies, six mutual funds and five
debentures.
. The total number of listed
shares stands at 16,97,69,998
while the total amount of listed
capital of all securities is about
Taka 578.1B crore with a total
market capital of about Taka
1,315 crore.

Originally set up in 1954,
initially as a second market
behind Karachi, the DSE was
shut down in 1972 when in-
dustries were nationalised.

Following the establishment
of the Investment Corporation
of Bangladesh in 1976 with an
emphasis to develop the pri-
vate sector, DSE was revived
with only 9 listed companies at
the end of the same year.

In 1986, the stock-market
was boosied when the ongoing
privatisation drive was taken
up and 12 public sector units
including Rupali Bank was
partially privatised with 49 per
cent of the shares put up for
public subscription.

There are currently 195
members in the DSE acting as
brokers in buying and selling
shares, of them only about 50
are active.

Some observers criticised a
section of the brokers for their
lack of expertise and inactivity
which 1s hindering the devel-
opment of a proper market
mechanism.

A recent study conducted
by two Korean experts rec-
ommended the conversion of
the individual membership at
the DSE into corporate ones,

Initiated by the Asia Foun
dation, the study also recom-
mended banning DSE mem-
bers from engaging in other
professions for ensuring future
development and expansion of
the stock market in the coun-

1Ll."“’Tt'.w chairman of the DSE
also acknowledged that inter-
nal reforms in the stock ex-
change and regulatory changes
may be needed to deal with
the rapidly expanding stock
market.

(Related story on Business
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ALWC okays
amendments to

constitution

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami Working
Cemmittee [(ALWC) Friday
okayed the proposed amend-
ments to the constitution
and the manifesto for
by the council during fts two-
day session beginning today
(Saturday).

The ALWC began at 5 pm
and continued until 9 pm with
AL chief Sheikh Hasina in the
chair. Held at her official
Minto Road residence, the
meeting was adjourned until
2.30 pm today (Saturday).

Party sources said that the
major amendments proposed
for consideration of the coun-
cil included formation of an
advisory council with at least
nine members. The numbers
may go up to 15.

The members of the council
will be nominated by the party
president, they said.

The advisory council would
be composed of technocrats,
intellectuals and experts from
various fields to assist the
party chief, they said, adding
that the members of the advi-
sory council would not be
members of the AL Working
Committee. ’

The Working Committee
meeting also proposed
increasing the strength of the
AL Presidium from 13 to 15.

Each member of the Presid-
fum will be entrusted with
specific responsibilities in the
concept of a shadow cabinet.

The number of the mem-
bers of the Working Commit-
tee will be raised to 65 from
the existing 59, while two
more posts of secretaries will
be created.

The tenure of the Working
Committee will be raised to
three years from the existing
two.
Meanwhile, a hectic lobby-
ing for the post of the party
General Secretary was on Fri-
day, one day ahead of the
council session.

A source close to AL presi-
dent Sheikh Hasina said that
she had appeared cautious
against her leaning towards
any of the four known aspi-
rants.

However, party insiders
hinted that Tofael Ahmed
might withdraw in favour of
Abdur Razzak but would surely
go on to contest Amir Hossain
Amu.

top notchers said that

m]r:::llympoﬂlmuh
appointment

place and of the
General Secre be left to
Hasina who would try to shake

all hands.




