PROPOSAL FOR NOBEL PRIZE FOR YUNUS

Clinton Suggests a Radical Approach to Development
Based on Grameen Bank Model
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Designated Sites for Public
Rallies *
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consideration by the next session of the

ernor wenl into some details as to how he
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through the roommate of his wife in College,

awarded a Nobel Prize.
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ment starting sometime (n October. We com- | with the relevance of the Grameen Bank to his in development . instead of attend- '
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cal parties, trade unions and all sorts of organisa- b h bunch of fo
reaucracy to hire a Il time people

Grameen Bank, Clinton spoke on problems fac-
tions is bringing the city traffic to near standstill . |

ing his state and suggested how a radical ap-

In 1970, Norman Borlaug of the United
States won the Nobel Peace Prize for his work
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What began as a defiance to the autocratic rule
has now become a dangerous disregard for the
fundamentals of civic life. The practice that
seems Lo have been forced into legitimacy is one
that is creating havoc with office hours, business
and retail trade. It does not seem to cross the
minds of the rally organisers that while their

ht to free expression and to assembly is invio-
lable, so is that of the rest of the citizens to carry
on their normal life and business. When public
rallies are being held in busy intersections or im-
portant avenues, an important civic right is being
violated — people are being indirectly forced to
participate in rallies that they may not have oth-
erwise chosen to. Today no effort is made to pub-
licize a meeting and try to persuade people to
joint it. Instead a mectlnﬁ is literally "dumped” in
the midst of thousands ol people passing through
important road junctions or doing their work in
shopping and commercial districts of the city.

We expect that with the announcement of the
selected sites for holding public rallies, this
chaos and disturbance to public life will come to
an end. However, the recommendations of the
parliamentary committee must be accepted in a
spirit of cooperation and accommodation. There
are numerous political parties and trade union
bodies who are not represented in the commit-
tee. all of whom we expect to accept the rec-
ommendations which are being prepared with
the good of the public in mind. In this regard we
would like to suggest to the parliamentary com-
mittee thal in selecting the sites for public gath-
erings the factors of centrality, access, availability
of public transport and other public convenience
must be seriously considered. Otherwise a good
initiative will fail, due to lack of public support.

Saving an Art Gallery

Art and sculpture may no longer be our strong
t. but once we excelled in both. Archaeo-
cal evidences, although scanty, strongly
suggest that the artistic flourish came at a timc
when many of the advanced nations In the world
lived a b life. Bengal had its worst days in
the form of matsyan (dark age) starting after the
8th century. With a revival of Bengalee spirit in
such areas as literatuye, philosophy and religion
in the 13th and 17th centuries only, art and
sculpture never really came to regain its losl
places. Even in the 19th century Bengalee renais-
sance, the two most advanced aesthetic forms of
once we had our speciality in did not
¢ match the achievements in other areas.
recently is noticeable a ng interest ol
an elite segment of people in paintings; but not in
ure,
A trend so set has not done any good either (o
help create new art and sculpture or to develop
jation for the old ones, particularly beyond
ttmpiummby conﬂncal.l Even the moslkva iarlll dal-
some well-mean ople, includin
artists, of both past and pm{t’elgm?eﬂ.:ﬂca outl in thg
run. News now comes from as historically

a place as So aon that the lone art
there is virtually on the verge of ruination.

by the | touches and care as well
as thwalntlnga of two of the country's distin-
ished artists, S M Sultan and Aminul Islam,

nargaon Art Gallery has the usual
mm'&ul record of maintenance which is
mmlt for the present deplorable state of
Allowed in a two-storey building

Panam city. Sonar nn'b?-‘m art
&)0 Aminu

at once-famous
allery boasts
Islam alone

the lack of maintenance of the

several hundred years ago, we also
avy heart the other pu of its es-
its way In the wilder-
ness. That was to develop an art school alongside
for exhibition of paintings for art
th seem

New art galleries, including anent ones,
have been couﬂ? up in the city as a manifesta-
the 5

commercial dimension ol
art , Dot the development of people's
taste for art. But this is nd to happen.
Economic value — either in pure commercial
:umurpnlmnuaumdthc guldcnolg‘_days“—'-his
necessary ingredient art. at
:o-"m regrettable lfh:he utter ne - our prlz[td
in art world, suller. Only a lew
months back the !:jhﬂpal < rahashala, mmtﬂ
after Shilpac-harya Jainu , at Mymensing
had to suffer the worst art theft in the country's
. Not enoughl is known to have been done
recover the invaluable lost art pileces.
, sculptures are smuggled out of the

. All because of ‘our lax attitude. A
complete change in the attitude will help
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Clinton replied, "I think, Muhammad Yunus

N an effort to halt what ft

sces as a dangerous nu-

cicar arms race in South
Asia, the Untied States is
putting increasing pressure on
Pakistan and India to roll back
their nuclear weapons
programmes.

But both New Delhi and lIs-
lamabad are complaining they
are being unfairly singled out.
Pakistan says it will not be
f[orced to sign the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty
[NPT) unless India signs first.
India says the NPT is discrim-
inatory and its other rival
in region, na, a monopoly
on bombs and long-range mis-
siles. .

In post-Cold War geopoli-
tics, Pakistan has lost ils
staturc as a frontlinc state in
Washington's fight against
communism. The United Sta-
les is now cosying up to New
Delhi, and Pakistanis arc angry
that US oflicials are not arm-
twisting New Delhi to abandon
fts military nuclear ambitions.

India recently tested its
‘Agni’ intermediate range bal-
listic missile which can decliver
a 1,000 kg payload. to a dis-
tance of up to 2,500km. But
when New Delhi tried to buy
Russian rocket technology that
could have given its missiles
and intercontinental range.

Washington stopped the deal.

Indian military analysts say
the Untied States is willing to

tolerate a nuclear-armed India
with medium-range missiles,
but it will draw the line at in-
ter-continental ballistic mis-
siles (ICBM).

New Delhi feels it needs
ICBM because China has them.
Indeed, China has not been
very subtle about showing off

fts nuclear muscle. it set ofT a .

one megaton explosion in

Sinkiang just when the Indian
president was in Beijing for a

Sir, With reference to your
editorial of 23 (Session
Jam Saga), may | add a few
points: The situation of session
vated by a peculiar
and unbelievable custom of
giving a month's study leave
prior to the annual exam and
additionally providing about a
week's gap between each pa-
per during the exam itself,
Previously the exam used to
commence after a weckend
and be finished before the fol-
lowing one. Thus while the
whole prpcess used to take a
week the same takes more
than two months and a half
now. Reverting back to the
semester system, as practiced
earlier, the situation can be
eased to a great extent. The
present system encourages
cramming prior to the final
EXAm. .

Elimination of political
{avouritism in the hierarchy of
BUET administration can re-
tain the discipline which is the
hallmark of institution. It
is rumoured that a recent se-
lection for a top position from
an academically brilliant panel
has the stigma of political in-
terference. The indirect con-
sequence was the dislocation
of the date of exam for the last
paper recently.

Lastly, | endorse your con-

Icludin; recommendation to

thorough knowledge of the
Grameen Bank took one interviewer, William
Greider, by surprise. He asked, "l am intrigued
because, with a few eccentric exceptions, |
think, you are the only polifician | have en-
countered who has heard of the Grameen

Justment” to countries which cannot — just
cannol — cut out
their doors wide open to free imports.

In this scenario, the Grameen Bank provides
an option that has gained the widest possible
acceptance from all

Itural subsidies or open

quarters, from the World

Bank and UNICEF to national governments and

supporter

voluntary organisations. Now, a presidential
candidate in the United States has emerged as
its latest — and apparently strongest —

The Nobel Prize Commitiee has so far taken
littke notice of exponents of Third .World de-

velopment which aims at the reduction of the

South Asia : Just

poverty level, through direct participation of

The United States is tightening the screws on
India and Pakistan to renounce their nu-
clear weapons programmes, but the two
South Asian rivals are defiant. Kunda Dixit
of IPS reports from Islamabad.

state visit in May.
lu,‘akumnl;gi s have re-
cen stop t
ha and mlhntfr}‘ ::V
perts say it is closc to making
onc. India conducted an un-
derground nuclear explosion
in 1974, and is said to have
cnough plutonium stockpiled
to produce up to 200 nuclear
warhcads.

With their bombs out of the
closet, defence analysts on
both sides argue that nuclear
dcterrence has actually pre-
vented the two countries {rom
going to war again. Last year,
Pakistan proposcd a [ive-power
consultation to bring together
the United States, Russia, In-
dia, Pakistan and China 1o
stop nuclear proliferation in
South Asia. The United Stalcs,
China and Russia agreed Lo
come, but India refused.

Pakistanis sce this as prof of
India’s ambition to emcrge as a
major regional power in the
post-Cold War world, and they
suspcect the United States is
grooming India to serve as a
bulwark against the spread of
radical Islam in the region.

Pakistanis bristle when
their nuclear programme is
referred to by Western oflicials
as a project to make the
Islamic bomb." Asked a retired
Pakistani gencral at seminar
in Islamabad recently: "The
Americans have the bomb. Is ft

introduce an eclement of com-
petition in the running ol vari-
ous [aculties.

An ex-student

Sir, We take a lot of things
for granted; our land, air and
water to name just a few. To
those of us who live near the
sca, water seems limitless and
Bangladeshis are apt to con-
sider it as a nuisance, espe-
cially during cyclones and
floods and give no thought to
the drought stricken arcas of
Asia, Africa, Australia and the
Americas, who would gladly
take our excess off our hands if
they could.

Assume that all the water
on planet Earth totals 1,000
litres. Now please subtract 970
litres, which comprises the
Oceans and Seas, which is salt
and thus usgless for almost all
our purposes. That leaves just
30 il;lﬂ!l of fresh and sweet
water. Now take away 20 litres
out of this, since it is trapped
in the Antarctic lce-cap, and
out of our reach. Only 10 litres
left and now we find that 4
litres are in our underground
aquifers and another 3 litres
frozen in glaciers and as cter-
nal ice and snow on mountain
lops. ,
Just 3 litres left and we get
the bombshell that almost one

called a Christian bomb? The
indians exploded one, was it
called a Hindu bomb? The Is-
raclls have i1, is it called a
Jewish bomb? why is ours
called an Islamic bomb? Do
bombs have religion?”

For Pakistan, things have
not been the same after the
Untied States slashed its aid
package in 1990 citing the
Pressler amendment under
which the US president has to
certify to Congress that Pak-
istan does not have a military
nuclear pro :

With the resolution of the
Alghan crisis, Pakistan was not
so important and Washington
was looking at radical Islam as
the ncw threat in ‘the new
world order’. Pakistan used to
be one of the largest recipicnts
of US military and ecconomic
assistance alongstde Turkcy.
Egypl and Israecl. Today, it gets

just USS$300 million for a
handful of development
projecls.

There are other pressures.
Former US Secretary ol State
James Baker in a letter to
Primc Minister Nawaz Sharil
threatened to label Pakistan a
‘terrorigt’ slate unless it
stoppe helping Kashmiri
scparatists in India.

And only 30 of the 70 ad-
vanced General Dynamics F-
16 warplanes that Pakistan

litre is in Lake Baikal alone

luck to the Siberians);
leaving only 2 litres to make
up all the rivers, lakes, ponds
and surface water all over the
world! And in our stupidity, we
are busy polluting this, by now
scarce commeodity, with our
garbage, our pesticides, our
scwage and our wastes. Just
this trickle has to suffice for all
the needs of almost 6 billion
people and the billions of fiv-
ing things with whom we

‘share the Earth. So next time

you keep the bathroom tap on
full while shaving or brus
your teeth, bear this in mind.

For some years now, our
daily news regularly gives us
detailed statistics on, amongst
other things, ithe number of
miscreants caught: amount 'of
arms and ammunition scized;
kilometres of canals dug and
the resultant tons ol foodgrains
which will be produced. If all
this is added up, and surely
: ., somewhere must be
keeping the accounts, .we
should be informed that our
country is now (1) one big
prison; (2) most heavily
armed; (3) all canals with no
land area; and (4) the biggest
exporter of foodgrains!

Verily it is stated that
statistics in the modern world
are used, as a drunk uses a
lamp-post.

Quazi Akhlague-uz Azeem.
Anderkilla, Chittagong

the network of the Grameen Bank — its
alest newsletter puts the number of its
branches at 961 — and inspires countries even
in other continents to follow the model, Bor-

laug, now 78, has now turned to Africa to see if

parts of the continent, now facing drought and
famine, can have its own Green Revolution.

8 answer is “yes", re-
. one of the best writ-
my own {avourite for decades — on rural
development. Author of “Those Days® and
“Villages™, Critchfield may also be in his late

Tentative
ports Ric
crs —

, Borla
Critchfie

scventies.

Borlaug's remedy is simply this: Marshal all
available knowledge of African crops, fertilizer

say

—

.

the most |

bought from he Untied Stat

have so far been delivered.
Shipment of 10 more jels
were halted recently, and Is-
is paying for their

cusc some senior members of
the Pakistani civiian and mili-
wary hierarchy of buckling un-
der US Pressure. The air force

is vulnerable because of its de-
pendency on spare parts for its
US made jets, and is said to be
“soft” on the nuclear issue.

In a stinging attack on
moderate cleménts in the gov-
ernment, one noted Pakistant
commentator wrote: "These
habitual addicts of American
aid are willing to barter away
national sovereignty and cven

faced in setting up the Grameen Bank in
Bangladesh, the hostilit
banks, the scepticiam of

age of funds, among others.

Both Borlaug and Yunus have come a long
way in reaching
of people from hunger and unemployment.
Maybe this is
me of the work ol another.

Besides, who knows that in not too distant
future, the two may be wor

team, in changing the grim

from commercial
public and short-

their goals, in saving millions
the success of one reminds
together as a

ties in two of
hed regions of the world,

South Asia and Alfrica.

uke '

national security at the altar of
a few million dollars.”

Pakistani oflicials have been
uncharacteristically blunt and
defllant towards the United
States in recent months, Sec-
retary-General of the Féreign
Ministry Akram Zaki, who is
the country’s de facto foreign
minister, said In Lahore re-
cently.: "The new world order
is a new word for imperial-
ism.”

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since 1947
when the subcontinent was

m&brﬂ. Bilateral ties have |
n characterised by chronic

paranoia. "The primary causc
for tenston is Kashmir. It is

progress on this issue that will
increase and help in
the resolution ‘of the nuclcar
issue,” said Zaki. .

Some Pakistani officials
also want the p five-
power consultation on South
Asian non-proliferation to in-
clude Israel. They fear a repeat
of the daring Israeli raid on
Iraq's nuclear installation on
their own nueclear [acilities.

Feelings are running high
about US Pressure, and speak-
ers at a pro-bomb seminar in
Islamabad last month felt that
il Pakistan signed, it would be
"abject surrender and
appeasement.”

Better Bureaucracy

Mr Abul Ehsan's commcn-
lary on the bureaucratic sys-
tems (Star, September 2) was
interesting, in these changing
times, when new and inexpe-
rienced politicians (the short-
coming is circumstantial) are
pitted against well established
institutions such as the civil
service. The dust has yet to
settle down since the British
left in the middle of the 20th
cenlury.

! The new democratic gov-
crmment is at present facing so
many artificial and politically
oricnted problems that it is
hardly the time to look into
the restructuririg of the civil
scrvice to make it more mod-
ern and eflicient. This exer-
cise, of course, would not im-
ply witch-hunting or chasing
individual records, but focus-
ing on the benevolent goal to
make the civil service more
citizen-fricndly. It does not
necessarily that the in-
visible wall of the Secretariat
be completely removed. A
small doze of the de Gaulle
mystique is good for the gov-
erned. °*

Those who have devoted
“their lifetime to the Civil Ser-
vice (three decades or more)
would not find it difficult to
come forth with varied lists of
reforma suggestions. Many
of the weak areas have been

inted out in the article. By

roadening the parameters of
the article, it is possible to of-
fer a few comments on some
areas which should have prior-
ity while examining plans for
reshaping the Civil Service.

1. MANAGERIAL INEFFI-
CIENCY is mainly due to the
lack of the right type of train-
ing and the right type of expe-
rience. Behind these lapses are
the structural weaknesses mis-
applied in today's administra-

vants is a huge

A Mawaz

tion. The re-orientation of
thousands of government ser-
task; but the
new entries could be chan-
nelled into the right track for
moulding better and faster
service to the -

2. WORKLOAD INEFFI-
CIENCY is due to surplus stafl
with underload of assignments
or responsibilities. The staff
has to be trimmed, with more
individyal assignment for
greater output per hour. The
slow-moving leisurely atmo-
sphere in the government of-

fices s not in public interest.
The Secretariat never hums
with activity. The increase in

individual efficiency will work -
wonders.
3 How far internal

ANONYMITY is to be observed
has to be looked into. The pre-
vailing system of "passing on
the buck” has to be perma-
nently removed. This means
less noting and more respon-
sibility. Unnecessary paper
work is a tremendous waste,
especially in the developing
countries. It is  possible to
keep te writien records
(to check on precedents)
without wasting or using so
much paper. Here -policy-
making work and operational

rk have to be distinguished
(the difference between .the
Sectt and the attached De-
partments). There is too much
noting in the operational of-
fices, delaying and reducing
the daily outturn.

4. MORE OP-
ERATIONAL SERVICES TO
THE NON-PUBLIC SECTOR,
thereby reducing the load on
the over-burdened and ineffi- ~
cient bureaucracy. It is not
neces for the government
to run all the essential, and al-

leged, sensitive services. The
privalc sector has to be en-

couraged. The trial and error
period is still on, but the na-
tion has to pay the price for
the neglected training and the
experience. The semi-au-
tonomous sector has a bad
performance record. This has
to be analysed and rectified.
The key question is whether
the civil servants make good |
. The counter ques-

tion is: How about vice versa?
5. TRANSPARENT AC-
COUNTABILITY has to be in-
troduced. The question is how
and when. The loyalty of the
civil servants has to be clearly
defined. This is especially re-
quired during the period when
the various political institu-
tions are through the
teething time. In fact such in-
stitutions are now being built
up through scratch, after sev-
eral decades of successive au-
6. In a have-not society,
MISUSE OF POWER AND
MONEY would continue for
some . The checks and
balances, and the deterrents
have to be evolved. This will
also take time. The rules of the
game have to be laid down

7. USE OF FASTER COM-
MUNICATION SERVICES such
as fax and telephone: Fax is
much faster, and cheaper in
the long run than the peon-de-
livery system (India has intro-
duced reminder service using
her domestic satellite). The
outgoing telephone calls from
the Secretariat, at least lo-
cally, should be encouraged. It
is more time-saving than re-
turning a file with a moh-
jection, or a written 1 for
supplementary information.
The officers are not yet tele-
phone-friendly.




