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Russia offers compromise s
on Y'slavia at UN

UNITED NATIONS, Sept

16: Diplomats worked Wednes-

day to persuade Russia not to
veto a resolution to suspend
Serbian -dominated \‘u'r.;tﬂ-
from the United Nations for
fomenting civil war in Boania
Herzegovina, reports AP

The 12 nation European
Community and the United

States announced to the
General Assembly at fts open
ing session on Tuesday that

they want Serbia and Montene
gro, the enly repubics rema-
ning in Yugosiavia, barred from
UN work.

Russia and China, however,
have expressed reservations
and as permanent members of
the Security Council— which
will decide the issue before it
goes to the General Assembly—

could veto Yugoslavia's suspen-

shon.
The council is expected
make a decision by week's end.
On Wednesday, representa-

tives of Western countries on

the Counctl planned
w meet Russian offictals
to try to get their support. At
the same time, diplomats from
six non-aligned countries—
Zimbabwe, Cape Verde, Ecua
dor, Morocco, Venezuela and
India— planned to meet with
Belgrade's ambassador, Drago
mir Djokic, (o hear his views.

" "There are fatrly intense
negotiations going on.” one

diplomat close to the talks said

Wednesday

Russia. he said, had offered
some ideas for dealing with its
objections. But the diplomat,
specaking on condition of
anonymity, declined to elabo-
rate. China was not expected
to block Yugoslavia's suspen
sion, the diplomat said.

Russia's ambassador, Yuli
Vorontsov, hinted to reporters
Tuesday that a compromise
might be possible.

"Contrary lo many others,
we are not looking at unseating

somebody. We are looking «:
the proper way of keeping
Serbia, Montenegro . . here In
the family of nations. . . In our
cyes it's nol unseating, it's

finding the proper ure
to keep them here,” Vorentsov
said. He did not elaborate on a

possible compromise

In Moscow, spokesman
Sergel Yastrzhembsky of the
Russian Foreign Ministry said
Tuesday, "Raising a gquestion

about I:.\Ja.unr Yugoslavia rom

international organizatiens
would be counterproductive.”

Russia and China believe
suspending the Belgrade gov-
ernment would hamper peace
negotiations and encourage
Serbilan extremists They pre-
fer to wait until elections
scheduled for November in
Serbia. More moderate officials
may be elected then, smooth-
ing the way for a peaceful set
Uement of the Yugoslav con
fict.

Britain struggles to
avoid devaluation

LONDON, Sept 16: The
Bank of England said Wednes-
day it was raising interest rates
by five points to 15 percent, as
it scrambled to prop up the
pound and ecase the chaos
gripping Europe's battered
currency markets, reports AP.

Announcement of a three-
point hike, effective Thursday,
followed hours after a two-
point boost failed to move the
pound sterling higher against
the powerful German mark.

The bank's dramatic moves
came two days after Germany
lowered interest rates and
Italy devalued the lira in at-
templts to calm markets ahead
of next Sunday'’s vote in France
on the Maastricht treaty for
European political and mone-
tary unity.

The government expressed
determination to support the
pound, even if it meant higher
interest rates, while hoping
that the problem would abate
in a few days.

But industry and labour
leaders said they feared that if
higher rates persist, Britain's
recession-wracked economy
would pay a higher price of
fost jobs, business fathires and
home :

With such dramatic steps

failing to immediately bring
order to European exchange
rates, it sce inevitable that
the financial turmoil will per-
sist regardless of whether the
French vote "Yes” or "no.”
Investors have been dump-
their local currencies in
favour of the powerful German
mark, for fear that a French
jon of Maastricht would
kill the treaty and force a
realignment of currency
exchange rates.

All nominations
to Rajbari-1

constituency valhd

RAJBARI, Scpt 16: Nomina-
tion of all the seven candidates
for the October 12 parliamen-
tary by-election to the Rajbari-
1 constituency was accepted
as valid aflter scruliny today,
reports UNB

The candidates are MA
Khaleque of the BNP, Kazi
Keramat All [AL), 'Nurul Islam
(Jamaat), Munshi Abdul Latil
(JP) and independent Golam
Mostafa, Emdadul Huq Biswas
and Alhaj Naziruddin Ahmed.

The last date of withdrawal
of candidature is September
22.

Ordn not needed : Hasina—
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Presided over by City AL
President Muzaffar Hossain
Paltu, the conlerence was also
addressed by party General
Secretary Begum Sajeda
Choudhury, MP, and city AL
leader Khandaker Habibur
Rahman.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad and central
leaders of the party Dr Kamal
Hossain, Amir Hossain Amu,
Abdul Jalil, Tofacl Ahmed, MP,
AL Chief Whip Mohammad
Nassim, MP, Begum Matiya
Choudhury, MP and Abdur
Razzaque, MP, were, among
others, present at the confer-
ence.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parlifament, Hasina,
singled out the government's
“inefliciency, incapability and
insincerity” for the current
escalation of viclence and acts
of terrorism which she said
had a serifous threat to
the nascent demoecracy in the
country

She charged that the pre
sent government had “hardly
any respect for democracy”
and that was the reason why
the ruling party took many im-
portant decisions by-passing
the Jattya Sangsad.

Recaling her announce-
ment in Parllament last year of
suspending all activities of her
party’'s student front, Chhatra
league, at the Dhaka Uni-
versity, Hasina regretted that
the BNF fafled to reciprocate
such a gesture at that time.
The ruling party took a similar
dectision after a year-long delay
during which period several
lives were lost.

Blaming the government for
such tragedics, she said that it
was the responsibility of the

ernment which controls
g law enforcing agencies to
maintain peace in the society.
‘1 am in the Opposition, what
can | do ... had | been In
power, | could have stopped

terrorism within an hour,” she -

claimed.
- Having failed to curb vio-
lence, the ruling party was Lry-

ing o blame the opposition,
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she noted, adding that as her
party enjoyed the support of
the people and had dedicated
and disciplined workers "we
do not nced the support of the
terrorists.”

However, the AL chiel cau-
tioned her workers about a
‘government backed conspir-
acy' against the party and
called for foiling all evil de-
signs against the onward
march of democracy.

UNB adds: "Remain ever
vigilant as ideal soldiers of
Bangabandhu so that the ambi-
tious characters tempted by
money and power from _the
intelligence agencies cannot
harm the party further," she
told a conference of the Dhaka
city unit of the Awami League.

Conspirators are expanding
their black claws to thwart the

progress of Awami League, she
said. Some government intelli-
gence agencies are again
hatching conspiracy to destroy
the process of democracy.

The opposition leader al-
leged that the intelligence
agencies have resorted to old
policy of "divide and rule” by
alluring the ambitious people.
"But the policy of dividing po-
litical parties and staying in

r" cannot bring welfare of
the people and the country.

Amidst cheers of party
workers, Hasina sald tested
soldiers of Bangabandhu will
unitedly frustrate all conspira-
cies and overcome any eventu-
ality. "Conspirators can never
exist as treacherous Mustaque -
Mirzafar failed to save them
from the wrath of the people.”

Hasina also charged the
government with undemo

cratic steps, politicisation and
concentration of power o con-
solidate its power basc as well
as gag the voice of the opposi-
tion. :

She categorically said Prime
Minister Begum Zia is govern-
ing the country at the instruc-
tion of “her foreign bosses and
on the basis of forcign intellt-
gence reports.” Those who do
not have patriotism and re-

sponsibility for the people can
do so, she said
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Pak floods

- Troops evacuate

half a million:
Hundreds
still missing

ISLAMABAD, Scpt 16: Sol-
diers evacuated almost hall a
million people from the path
of raging river waters that have
wreaked ‘stupendous’ damage
on Pakistan's fertile central
plains, officials said today, re-

ports Reuter.
The known death toll in the
worst [loods for decades

reached 900 as the Jhelum
and Chenab rivers, swollen by
torrential rains last weck on
northern mountains, devas-
tated vast swathes of Punjab
province and destroyed 30 to
40 per cent of crops.

Officials said several hun-
dred people were missing.

Troops cvacuated nearly
hall a million villagers from
river banks and low-lying ar-
eas in rural Punjab before wa-
ter enginecrs breached river
embankments to save the city
of Multan, officials said.

Half the colton crop, Pak-
istan’'s most important product
accounting for more than 60
per cent of total exports, may
have been wiped out by the
floods, said Agriculture Devel-
opment Commissioner Dr M
Noorullah.

More than 400,000 people
have been moved to higher
ground as soldiers evacuated

residents from villages along-

the Jhetlum and Chenab rivers,
an official at the Multan flood
control room said.

‘All hospitals, schools,
roads. bridges and canals are
damayed’. he said.

Nepalese
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Hospital (DMCH) with
bullet injuries on his chest.

Witnesses said, four armcd
men riding two motor-bikes
followed Abdul Matin who was
on a minibus bound for Dhaka
from Dhakeshwari.

When the bus stopped at
Shimrail, two of the armed
men got on the minibus and
opened fire which hit Mano
Shing sitting by Abdul Matin.

When Abdul Matin in an at-
tempt to escape instantly
jumped through the window of
the minibus and started run-
ning, the two other armed
men who were wafting outside
the bus followed him and fired
two shots at him. Witnesses
said that they saw the armed
men fleeing by their motor-
bikes towards Demra.

The Nepalese was staying in
Bangladesh for a long time. He
was living in Ahmed Bawani
Textile Mills where he worked
once as a security guard.

A case was registered with
Siddirganj police station in

this connection, but no arrest
so far was made till last night.

Rohingyas
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The official said that some
7.000 relugees were missing
from Gundum camp in Nafk-

lwo

honcharl of Banderban district,

followed by 2,000 in Balukhali
in Ukhia, 2,000 in Dhuapalong
of Ramu, 2,000 in Dumdumia
near Teknaf and 500 Nayapara
in the same arca.

Rohingyas from the north-
western Myanmar province of
Rakhaine began [leeing to
Bangladesh lasl year to escape
what they term as "atrocities
by the Yangon military junta”.

The new hcadcount was
carricd out at the cost ol some
seven lakh takas, the official
said, adding that it was not
clear why the camp adminis-
tration was taking such a long
time to release the official re-
sults of the recount. |

Bangladesh and Myanmar
signed an ag
last, providing for "safe and
voluntary” repatriation of the
refugees, but militant Rohin-
gyas have been resisting the
move, saying their rights
would not be un-
der present circumstances.

il J
-

Engineers' yesterday.
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Although the sub-commit-
tee dropped the paras provid-
ing the party chiel with special
power [rom its draft placed in
the ALWC meeting, any mem-
ber ol the Party Working
Committee would ac at liberty
to discuss the issue at fts ad-
journed meeting thal resumes
this afternoon, sources said.

Mcanwhile, the constitution
amendment sub-committee is
learnt o have reached consen-
sus on constituting and advi
sory council for the party
Earlier, some of the members
were reluctant to accept this
idea on the ground that the
council parallel to the party
presidium would affect the
dignity of the latter.

The sub-committee dis-
cussed different aspects of the
amendments to the AL eonsti-
tution around 65 hours spread-
ing over a total of 14 meetings.

According to sources, the
constitution amendment sub-
committee has proposed for-
mation of advisory councils up
to district units of the party.

According to the proposals,
the party chief will select the
members of the central advi-
xmg council.

ul it is vet to be decided
that who will enjoy the author-
ity of selecting the members ol
the advisory council at the
district levels

The AL sub-committee has
also suggested formation of a
15-member village level com-
E"u'ttl.'t:.

Che Daily Star

Sheikh Hasina inaugurating the tity Awami League
conference by hoisting national flag at the Institution of

Star photo

ALWC : amendments

According to Lhe prescnt
constitution, thana level com-
mittee is the lowest unit of the
party.

According to a member of
the sub-commiltee, it has sug-
gesled formation of village

level unit to launch an eflective !

social movement against popu-
lation explosion and environ-
ment pollution throughout the
country.

The ALWC mecting is ex-
pected to discuss all these is-
sues loday

Hasina empowered
to nominate

“city AL committee

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina has been entrusted
with the power of nominating
a new commititee [or the
party's'Dhaka city unit.

The decision to authorise
Sheikh Hasina was taken
through a resolution unani-
mously adopted at the confer-
ence of the city unit held yes-
terday at the institution of
Engineers, party sources said.

The sources added that the
decision to authorise Hasina
for the purpose was taken as
there was many aspirants for
different portfolios.

However, the sources could
not confirm whether the new
city committee would be an-
nounced, before the central
council that begins Saturday.

Education Day
today

By DU Correspondent

Different student organisa-
tions will observe Education
Day today in a befitting man-
ner.

On this day in 1962 a num-
ber of students were killed in
police firing in the movement
against the then Hamidur.
Rahman Education Commis-
sion Report.

The Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front - (SCF) President Belal
Chowdhury and General Secre-
tary Razekuzzaman Ratan in a
joint statement yesterday said
that the main demand and
expectation of the 1962 stu-
dent movemerd was not yet
materialised.

Leaders mentioned that the
conspiracy to destroy the edu-
cation system in the country
was still continuing.

The movement and a vested
quarter were hatching new

plots against the students’
movement, SCF leaders al
leged.

The leaders urged the stu-

agreement April 28

dent community to go for a
vigorous movement to foil the
conspiracies against the stu-
dents.

In observance of the Edu-
cation Day, the SCF will bring
out a procession on the Dhaka
University campus today
(Thursday) and hold a dis-
cussion al the TSC Square of
the wuniversity tomerrow

(Friday).

Wives robbed
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and-a-quarter tol's while she
was laking her daughter to
Vikarunnessa Noon School

When Momena Begum and
her daughter— Nadia Noon, a
student of Class Eight were on
way to school by a rickshaw
from their Green Road resi-
dence they were waylaid by
two muggers at Bhutergoli at
12:15 pm.

The two muggers, blocking
the rickshaw by a motor-bike
they were riding on, instantly
pointed a pistol and a knife at
Nadia and demanded from
Momena Begum her gold or-
naments, said the BNP leader’'s
wife.

As Momena handed the
muggers her gold chain and
muggnnglcn. they immediately
sped away.

P‘hl':ln another incident, Dilruba
Haq, wife of the Press Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister
Mozammel Haq, was robbed of
her gold chain and two bangles
at 12:30 pm while she was re-
turning to her Khilgaon resi-
dence from Willes Little
Flower School by a rickshaw.

Two muggers riding on a

molor-bike stopped her near
her home and sﬂatrhcd away a

gold chain and two bangles at
gun-poinl

Two scparale cascs were
registered with Dhanmondi
and Sabujbagh police in con-
nection with the incidents, but
no arrest was made until filing
of this report last night, ac-

- eording to police.

:

PM goes to Rome

next month
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will travel to Rome
next month to attend a Food

and Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ) conference.

Official sources said Begum
Zia would leave for the ltalian
capital October 14 and stay
there for four days. Details of

her Itincrary are yet to be fi-
nalised

Statement in

name of JCD
motivated:

Salam Talukder

BNP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder yesterday dismissed
the statement published in a
section of press in the name of

some Chhatra Dal lcaders as
being [alse and ted, re-
ports BSS.

Barrister Talukder said the

student leaders whose names
had been published in the
slatement no connection

with it. The motivated and

false statement was clearly
to tarnish the image

of Dal, he added.

in his statement the BNP

Secretary General said that a

known quarter was ind
in such a false and -

| propaganda only to foil the

cpoch-making steps taken by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to put down terrorism.

| The false statement is a test]-

mony to it, he said,

He further said in
terrorism Begum Zia has taken
measures the terror-
ists lrrespective of their party
affihations. Heing  unnerved
the conspiralors have been
spreading venom against BNP

and s front organisations, he
c harged
In this connection, Barris-

wer Talukder recalled that Be-
gum Zia has recontly dissolved
the central committee of Ch
hatra Dal and suspended all (its
activities in the Dhaka Univer
sity in Lthe Interost,
Under the circumstances |t
was nevdless W say how lunny
Il Was o Issu A slalemenl us
ing the imaginary posts of the
student leaders, he sad

In fact, he said, there was
no scope o Issue such a
slalement when the central

grealer

| commitiee of Chhatra Dal had

been dissolved
lies suspended.

NGL
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der was first [loated for the
IDA-funded project, it would
now be financed by the
Government, spending about
40 million dollars from the

and its activi

country's scarce ADP re-
SOWICES.
The plant is to produce

propane, liquified petroleum
gas (LPG). petrol, kerosine and

high speed diesel.
An accord between the DA

| and the government said that

the contract for the work
would be finalised by mid-
December 1991, but till to date
it is yet to be ready.

After a second evaluation of
financial proposals from three
technically “substantially re-
sponsive” bidders, in May the
contract had been awarded lo
a Canadian company, Colt
Engineering Corporation, with
reduced liability.

As the Petrobangla decided -

to award the job to Colt and
called the company for pre-
contract negotiations, the
World Bank objected to the
deviations from tender specifi-
cations.

Meanwhile, the closing date
of the credit, June 30, expired
and the Government decided
to provide funds from its own
resources.

According to sources, the
blame could be put on the
Petrobangla's infrastructure
consultants, the Pencol Engi-
neering Consultants, which
sowed the seeds of discord by
clearing the lowest bid as
'responsive” at one stage and
then again saying later that the
bid was "non-responsive.”

The sources say that
Pencol's initial evaluation was
unprofessionally done which is
apparent from the fact that the
consultants had approved the
technical proposal of the Colt
and subsequently they com-
municated in writing to the
Project Implementation Unit
that the Colt's technical pro-
posal was unresponsive and
should be rejected.

With the existi -
sions, a ﬁnﬁtrnc{“mﬂﬁ"ﬁe
Canadian company docs nol

give sufficient protection Lo
the Government in respect of
claims and liabflities and en-
sure that there will not be un-
determined cost increcases to
rectify technical deficiencies.
Now the project is ex-
pected to be delayed by more
than two years cnsuring extra
employment for the consul-
tants for the period. Pencol
was also consultants for the
North-South pipeline project
which had heen completed
more than one year behind
schedule. As a result, the
Government is facing litigation
with the contractor, the
Satpem of Italy.
story on Page 7)

The Midnight File

CALCUTTA, Sept 16 Subha Shankar, cidest son of sitarist

Pundit Ravi Shankar by his first wife

, died at

Caltfornia, carly this morming. his family sources here said.

Subha Shankar was 50 and is survived

his wife, Linda, son
from bronchial

pneumonia and was under treatment for quite some time, the

sources said
son died. reports PTI

Pundit Ravi Shankar was in London when his

Syria-Israel agreements

WASHINGTON, Sept

16: Syria and

isrmael said on

Wednesday they had agreed on some eclements of what they

hope will become a

joint statement of principles in Middle

East peace talks. After a three-hour negotiating session at the

State Department, both the chief Israeli and Syrian

delegates

gave by lar their most upbeat assessment of the talks so far,

reports Reuter

Opposition blasts ordn
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The Workers Party of
Bangladesh also in its
of the steering mm
the conventional law is enough
to curb terrorism. |
it said the drafting of the
so-called anti-terrorism law
bypassing the parllament re-
flects the government inten-

tion to oppress the le un-
der the blanket of a law.
The President of

Bangladesh National Awami
Party (NAP), Prol Mozaffar
Ahmed and General Secretary
Pankaj Bhattyacharya in a joint
statement termed Lthe law as

antl- le and demanded its
'l\.l'lll'l\l"ll. .

They said if there is any ne-
cessity for such a law, this
should be discussed and ap-
proved by the parliament.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
WSD-Inu) in its statement said
that terrorism could easily be
removed by proper application
of the existing laws. Instead of
applying those, such ordi-

nance was being Imposed with
a view o harass the activists

of o ition political ties,
added. T
The statement issued by
Kazi Aref Ahmed and Hasanul
Huq Inu, Member ol Presidium
and General Secretary respec-
tively of the organisation also
said that approval of such or-
dinance by the cabinet even
though there was a pariia-

ment, was a violation of all
democratic norms.

Dal (BSD) in its staternment de-
manded withdrawal of the or-
dinance saying that it was
contrary to the basic rights of
the people.

The statement issued by its
Convenor Khalequzzaman
Bhutyan criticized the gov-
ernment for approving the

ordinance by passing the par-
ilament and called upon all

progressive forces to resist
the imposition of the ordi-
nance unitedly.

General Secretary of
Bangladesher Samyabadi Dal
Dilip Barua termed the ordi-
nance a blark law and called
upon all democratic forces to
be vocal against the ordinance.

Mitterrand has
cancer in
prostate gland

PARIS, Sept 16: French
President Francois Mitterrand,
who underwent prostate
surgery last Friday, is suflering
from cancer of the proslate
gland, according to a medical
bulletin released by the presi-
dential spokesman today, re-
ports AFP

WB : Poverty alleviation
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cessive [loods and cyclone.”
The World Bank said it had
completed poverty assessment

in all South Asian countries,
excepling Sri Lanka, which

would form its future poverty
reduction programme in the
region.

The World Bank's net credit
disbursement to esh in
the current year 1991-92
stood at 1589 million US dol-
lars.

GDP in Bangladesh, India,
and Shri Lanka grew quite
rapidly during 1990's as a re-
sult of bumper harvests, the
World Bank report said. The
region's economies suffered
from the effects of the oil
shock in late 1990 and the po-
litical upheavals in the Soviet
Union.

Economic growth during.
1980s in these countries in-
cluding esh was mod-
est but respectable, the report
said.

Although the income re-
mains low, a large number of
South Asians— estimated about
560 million people, or hall the
world’'s total poor people —
live in poverty with inadequate
access to basic social services
and lack of employment and
other income generating op-
portunities.

Lack of outward orientation
of trade policies, weak finan-
cial sectors, restrictive labour
markets, inefficient parastatals
and constraints on private sec-
tor have been mentioned as
the major weaknesses in the
region's economies.

Hartal : TV
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hotels restaurants, except drug
stores in the town remained
closed.

All types of trans
cluding rickshaws a
were off the road.

No train plied to and from
Bogra in any route during the
hartal hours.

Processions were brought
out on the streets during the
hartal.

Hartal was ‘peaceful and
there was no untoward inct-
dent. .

In the afterncon a rally was
organised at Satmatha by the
Sanskritic Jote,

Heavy contingents of police
were posted at important
places in town during the har-
tal hours.

ris in-
bicycles

Solarz defeated
in primary

NEW YORK, Sept 16: Con-
gressman Stephen Solarz, a
prominent member of the
House of Representatives For-
eign Affairs Committee, lost
his bid Tuesday to preserve his
nine-term congressional ca-
reer, reports AP

In most countries, the
structural reform process had

been slow and tentative, aisd
Lhe economle and secial trans-

formation required for dyna-

mic and sustainable growth
remained unrealised.

Meantime, the sustainability
of macro economic imbalances
increasingly became a ma
concern. Cutbacks on subs
and unproductive spendings
were typically constrained by
political considerations and
the difficulty involved in redu-
cing private consumption.

Chand Miah murder
Sirajgan) Jamaat
leader on
police remand

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 16: Local

Jamaat leader Abdur Razzak,
principal accused in the mur-
der of freedom fighter Chand
Miah, was today taken to po-
lice remand for three days, re-
ports UNB.

Chand Miah (35) was mur-
dered on September 13 when
he was on way home in
Shaheedganj in poura area. He
was killed on the Bahirgola
Road by sharp weapons.

Police later arrested Razzak
for his alleged involvement in
the murder. He was picked up
from his village home
Rahmatganj the following day.

Meanwhile, Muktijoddah
Sangsad here held a condo-
lence meeting and protested
the incident.

Three killed, 25
injured in
road mishaps
By DMCH Correspondent

At least three persons were
killed and 25 others injured in
three separate road accidents
at Amin Bagar, Hatkhola and
Cantonment area in the city
Wednesday. |

A businessman was killed
on the spot and another 25
were injured when a truck
turned over at Amin Bazar at

about 3 am, yesterday.

The victim was identified as

" Abdul Latif. He was 25. The in-

jured persons were admitted
to different hospitals.

An employee of Bangladesh
Biman died on thg spot when a
speceding truck k ked down
the rickshaw he was travelling
in at Hatkhola at about 11 am.

The victim was identified as
Abdur Rahman and he was
about 50.

In another road accident,
an unidentified woman was
killed when a train ran over
her in Cantonment area al
about 10 am. She was about 25.

Police sent all the bodies to
the Dhaka Medical College

Hospital morgue for autopey.



