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UN and Peace

The observance of the International Day of
Peace, like many such dlg and decades, has be-
ritualistic. Since 1981, the opening of the
Nations General Assembly every year has
been observed as the International Day of Peace
ting the importance of peace and stability
for a better world to live in. This year, however,
the UNGA session suddenly finds itself placed in
a situation unrecognisable from what it was just
before the end ui the cold war. Given this
uniqueness of the time, a completely new set of
mh:t:*ff: atnfm among s:ﬂ:s and different
approac 0 the i roblems ought
in order. e NEAL ta DR

A turning t of history, the disappearance of
the threat the cold war from the I-Efﬂd scene
has indeed set into motion certain new forces
necessitat the review of the earlier world or-
der. With the rise in localised and ethnic ten-
sions, frictions and even neo-racial sentiments in
parts of the world, the UN is set on course of as-
sertlr:f its role in a more constructive manner
than it has so far played. The disintegration of the
Soviet Union has certainly left the world body
somewhat unbalanced and the consequent out-
come of this process to be both highly positive as
well as negative for the world. Positive. in the
sense that the UN can play an effective peace-
k“J)m role in the feuds throughout the world:
and negative, in the sense that the balancing
power will be always m _

Notwithstanding the fact that the chances of
the %fubc oing perilously close to annthilating it-
self have me slim, it is as yet far from being
perfect. Just at this moment, disharmony. tur-
moil, tension. bitter feuds and hatred between
nations and ethnic groups or races have been
threatening the establishment of a just and

aceful order in the world. From Bosnia-

e ovina to Myanmar to South Africa to

, a former et republic, it is the same
st of tension run high. There are other
c ates to deserve UN mediation for a last

peace In a number of regions. Even Cambodia's
transition to a peaceful order has proved
frustrating and at ttmes traumatic. Somalia's is yet
another case of both internal turmoil and almost
ungrectdtnted famine demand political will
and at the same time international aid for
adequately the dual problems.
" gct:ﬂpr::mdy :it t 1;u:rlni;’:l thalto the UN role as
-keeper vis-a-vis a deve ent agen
should come under scrutiny. Thl:rgﬂis a ?e%: CY
specially in the less developed part of the world,
that the increas occupation of the UN in
peace-keeping will leave the development issues
on the back burner. If new realities have forced
upon the UN the political compulsions of re-
amsslngdlla role — as is evidenced the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) stress on the removal
of veto power enjoyed by the five UN member
countries — there is enough scope, specially in
the context of the world getting divided into
economic blocs, for prioritising the development
areas. The United Nations Conference on Trade
and Develo nt and the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) talks, now bogged
down, should be revived to play their due role.
Apparently, though, the straight-cut solution to
the world's economic woes, acco to many, is
the rechane of resources from the defence to
development, the real' business however will be
highly complicated and a real challenge. We are

concerned about how the UNGA deals with the
emerging situation to strike a balance between

the two. We also strongly feel that the UN ought
to put more emphasis on development issues so
that, for instance. the famine in Somalia is
brought into focus and the international commu-
nity come forward with aid to help save the
famine victims. As for Bangladesh, a more active
role by way of pushing the NAM resolutions is
what it should play at the UNGA.

Killing of Journalists

When journalists give their lives in performing
their duty, as it has happened in several coun-
tries, like in Thailand and the Philippines in Asia,
the reaction of the international community sel-
dom goes far enough to make the governments of
countries concerned accountable for what, more
often than not, turns out to be brutal murders.
Cases of beatings of newsmen, unauthorised ar-
rests and other harassment by agents of law en-
forcement bodies usually go unreported.

In this context, what has been happening in
Turkey calls for strong condemnation and i-
ble action by groups concerned about freedom of
ournalists. According to a report in The TYmes of

ndon, in the first eight months of this year,
seven journalists have been "murdered” in that
country Many, it is said, had been working for

ro-Kurdish publications in southwest Turkey.

sides these murders, there have been also re-

ports of all kinds of harassment, including arbi-
tra‘Rrl detention, faced newsmer.

e murder rate of journalists is the highest
ever documented in Turkey whose human rights
record was particularly bad during the martial law
period, from 1987 to 1984, but it had gradually
improved with the return of the parliamentary
democracy. It seems that the improvement has
either slowed down or come to a halt where se-
curity of Cjnumahsls is concerned. The New York-
based "Committee to Protect Journalists” says,
the number of murders of newsmen in Turkey is
“the highest of any country in the world so far
this year”, while a spokesman of Writers in Prison
Committee and Director, Index on Censorship,
both based in London, have described Turkey "as
one of the most dangerous countries in the world
for the press.” Meanwhile, September 9 was ob-
served as a day of International action for press
freedom in Tu by a newly formed consortium
of freedom of expression groups from Europe,
Africa and the Americas. (For some m:xplicaglc
reasons, Asia remains unrepresented in the
grouping.)

It i1s high time Ankara took due notice of the
international ou over murders of journalists. If
it is the policy of the to frighten the

Kurdish publications into silence, it has cer-
gglychucn the wrong way of with a pr-

oblem that calls for sensitive political handling.
Jou here would earnestly h that Tur-
key ag friend of Bangladesh, would take early
steps to ensure safety and security of journalists,

regardless of their political, ethnic or profe-
ssional affiliations, and safeguard their freedom of
expression to the fullest measure. On this issue,
be no half way measures in Turkey or,

can
n.l matter, anywhere else in the world.

‘counted among

NEED FOR INTERACTIONS AT ALL LEVELS

SAARC Must Strive for Consensus for Economic Progress

by Kamal Hossain

T the outset | would
like to share with our
readers what | had
occasion to say at a recent
SAARC seminar: “The transi-
tion to democracy in Bang-
ladesh coincides with similar
transitions iIn our own reglon
and in other parts of the
world. The scale of the ¢

lly suggests that we t

at a juncture of history
which marks a transition from
one historical epoch o
another. As we approach the
beginning of a new century and
a new millennium, we find
ourselves in the midst of
change on an unprecedented
scale

In the words of one per
ceptive observer: "What was
beyond the grasp of i na-
tion yesterday, except ps
in the fertile minds of futurists
and fiction writers, has already
happened today Future
shock is yesterday.”

At the global level, there are
asscssments being made as to
who will be winners and losers
in the emerging dispensation.
In these assessments most {f
not all of us in this region are
the losers.
This should impel us to con-
cert our eflorts with a sense of
urgency to make our own
assessments of regional coop-
cration which might tmprove
our chances of being among
the winners or at any rate to
shape things in a way that the
gains and losses [rom global
change are more evenly dis-
tributed.

But let us turn to the chal-
lenges faced by our own soci-
cties, in a region which em-
braces one-sixth of mankind.
We have in the past seen
democracy which was achieved
at great cost subverted by
those who stood to lose if the
peoples’ priorities were to be
established. The post-colonial
State had in many cases f(ailed
to fulfil what independence
had promised: frecdom, cqual-
ity and justice for all.

While some of us have been
more fortunate in having been
able to maintain continuity of
democratic institutions, there
are others like oursclves who

OUTH Africa's main poli-

tical parties are under

increasing international
pressure to reach a political
settlement in the next few
months. The country has again
become the subject of renewed
world interest, with United
Natjons Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali taking a
personal interest in the
resumption of talks and the
speedy resolution of the
country’'s political crisis.

The Organisation of African
Unity [OAU) is also eager for a
quick settlement and has been
pressurising the Pan Africanist
Congress (PAC) to join the
talks because member nations
can no longer afford to support
the movement militarily or
materially. Africa is also keen
to resume trade with the con-
tinent's most industrialised na-
tion.

The PAC is insistent on
boycotting negotiations unless
they are conducted at a
"neutral venue under a neutral
chairman.” Coinciding with a
heated political climate follow-
ing the anti-apartheid move-
ment's "“week ‘ol mass action,”
the intervention of the world
finds the country's political
power precariously balanced.

Nelson Mandela's ANC is on
a high after its successful
protest campaign, which in-
cluded a two-day general
strike that shut down 80 per
cent of the economy and na-
tionwide protest marches
which wvirtually brought city
centres to a standstill.

The success of the protests
has upset the balance of power
which had swung in favour of
President F W de Klerk after
the March referendum in
which whites voted over-
whelmingly in favour of the
President's reforms.

Since then things have
changed dras . The ruling
National Party is now said to

favour holding constituent
assembly elections before De-

cember. This move is expected
to be ratified by the second sit-

have suflered from repeated
assaults upon democracy and
imposition of autheritarian
regimes. Thus for many of us
the role of opposition has had
to go far beyond the role of the
opposition in an established
democracy. In order to restore
and sustain democracy, far
grealer risks have had to be
taken, many lives have had to
be sacrificed In opposing au-
thoritarian regimes and the
powerful interests which have

sought to entrench them-
stlves
Those of us who are in the

midst of a transition from an
authoritarian regime o
democracy have an uphill and
diflicult task. Under authori-
larian regimes tendencies
which are subversive of demo-
cracy arc systematically nurtu-

pushed into a role of total op-
position, which rules out the
possibility of bi-partisanship, of
building consensus on vital is-
sues needed to implement de-
velopment strategies aimed to
scrve the people's interests.
Today we need to assess our
experience in order to identify
the main impediments to nur-
turing democratic values and
environment in which the rule
of law, respect for human
rights, a free press and other
democratic institutions can
gather strength to make the
State more responsive to peo-
ples’ priorities, we neced to
adopt stratcgics to empower
disadvantaged sections of the
population.
We nced

not only to

ate in strengthening * demo-
cratic institutions in our re-
spective countries and In our
regions. We should, | believe,
support genuine movemenits
for democracy and not hesitate
to express our solidarity with
those who are denied their
human rights. | think it was
laudable that Nepal, Sri Lanka,
and India supported the UN
General Assembly resolution
last year supporting the cause
of democracy represented by
Aung San Su Kyl in Myanmar,
and a matter of sorrow that
Bangladesh and Pakistan
abstained.

A recent practical step at
the people's level in
cooperation was the exc
of regional teams of observers

operation than polttical realt-
ties In our region have so far
permitied. Unresclved issues
and ethnic and sectarian con-
Mcts have vitiated the political
climate. Political tenstons have
contributed to growth of mili-
tary expenditures beyond ac-
cepted levels, and these in
turn had led o the emergence
of authoritarian structures.
Such expenditures continue to
divert resources away froem
priority areas of social and
economic development.

Our efforts should be di-
rected to improving the politi-
cal environment in our region.
We should move our govern-
ments to attach the highest
priority, il this is not aliready
being done 10 a resolution of
outstanding issues and rcmoval
of sources of tension. Ethnic

%
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dispensation. In these assessments most if not all of us in this region are counted among the losers.
Thhﬁmddimdmmmtmmuwﬂhndwmmhmmmﬂw
cooperation which might improve our chances of being among the winners ...
W

red. Proleges of authoritarian
regimes accumulated {liegally
acquired wyealth They in turmn
bullt up afmed squads and or
ganized bands of musclemen.
which are used to subvert rule
ol law, which (I established
poses a threal to those who
had become accustomed to
prosper beyond the pale of law
Under authoritarian regimes
the administration and law
enlorcing agenctes have been
perveried to serve the narrow
interest that such regimes
present. The role of the oppo-
sitlon in societics where we
are engaged in a transition to
democracy involves constantly
contending against those lega-
cies of authoritarian regimes.
which present serious obsta
cles, to the functioning of
democratic institutions

An equally negative legacy is
the hangover of authoritarian
attitudes and Lthe absence of
respect for democratic values
on the part of elected govern-
ments and in soclety at large
The opposition is too rcadily
identified as the enemy of the
state. The opposition is thus

strengthen our own grassroots
organisations. but also to pro-
mote popular unity and con

scnsus and broadbased coall-
ton of people of all sections,
in support of democratic val-
ues and norms — of tolerance,
respect for the rights of
others, and a commitment to
resolve differences through
persuasion, negotiation and
rational discussions and not by
resort to violence. It is only by
doing so that we can exorcise
the horrors of political assassi

nation from our socicties. The
oppositions of today can only
become the governments of
tomorrow {f they can win the

“hearts and minds of people

They must develop moral au
thority and win confidence by
demonstrating that they them-
scives practice what they
preach. What i{s needed s em-
powerment of our people —
who alone can protect democ-
racy against the predatory
clites who feel threatened by
the establishment of genuine
democracy

We need to explore the
ways in which we can cooper-

in the elections held in a num-
ber of our countries. Some of
us had the privilege of being
clection observers in more
than one of our neighbouring
countries. A regional human
rights organisations to monitor
human rights and the obser-
vance of certain shared values
stemming [rom our common
commitment to upholding uni-
versally recognised human
rights might be another useful
inftiative that may be added to
our

What are the basic common
objectives on which we could
arrive at a consensus? Clearly,
the first on the list must be
peace and stability in our re-
gion. The next would be devel-
opment in the interest of the
people in each of our socicties.
A test of development put for-
ward by one of our economists
may well be commended: to
what extent does such devel-
opments improve the condi-
tions of the bottom 50 per
cent of our population?

These strategies of devel-
opment would call for a
greater degree of regional co-

M&nﬂliMakhanyamm&omJohanmbum

conflicts and revival of funda-
menlalisis tendencies in some
our socicties not only threaicn
political stability, but by their
very nature, also have a nega-
tive impact on relations be-
tween countries. We must also
do everything we can within
our countries to resolve ethnic
conflicts and to contain the
growth of fundamentalism.
The building of such re-
glonal cooperation is premised
on the conviction that such an
cenvironment would open up
cnormous pessibilities for all-
round coopération. Coopcra
tlion in generating the tech
nologies of the [uture, In
shared R & D and the devel
opment ol South Asian ecentres
of excellence must be an Inte-
gral part of our strategies lor
the future. Developing com

mon strategics on global and
regional issues will cnable us
lo securce our goals, nalional

and regional, more ellcetively.
Coordinated development sira
legies will help us o oplimise
the use of resources and more
ellectively serve the shared
goals of developmoent for the

Growing international pressure on all the parties in South Africa to return to the negoti-
ating table is now backed by big business, which has swung against the government. Busi-
_nessmen were impressed by the success of the ANC's week of action and general strike.
They want the country, to move quickly to an interim government and a constituent

assembly.

¢
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ting of parliament in October.

International intervention
may now speed the resump-
tion of the democracy talks
which collapsed after the June
17 massacre of 45 people at
the Boipatong township south
of Johannesburg. When the
ANC pulled out from the Con-
vention for a Democratic South
Africa (Codesa) in the wake of
the massacre, the UN Security
Council appointed a special
envoy to investigate the vio-
lence and the political im-
passc.

The envoy, former United
States Secretary for African
Affairs Cyprus Vance, visited
the country, met all major po-
litical groupings and reported
back to Boutros-Ghali who
then recommended several
steps towards speeding the
transition to democracy.

Boutros-Ghall's recommen-
dations centre around the
strengthening of the Goldstone
Commission, which was ap;
pointed by the government to

investigate violence and has

been sitting for 10 months un-
der the supervision of the
country's most eminent judge,
Richard Goldstone.

A group of 30 UN monitors
were sent into South Africa to
beef up the National Peace Ac-
cord agreed by over 100
organisations in September
last year as a formal structure
to end the political violence
which had claimed 4,000
lives in four years.

Despite the fact that most
major parties signed the Ac-

i cord, 2,000 more people have

died since September. Various
parties openly flaunted in be-
cause there is no effective way
of enforcing its guidelines. The
UN monitors will therefore
ensure that whoever breaches
the Accord faces international
ccnsure.

Also among the recommen-
dations are an “independent,
eminent and impartial person”
to be appointed to add
"impetus and cohesion” to
Codesa and that a deadlock-
breaking mechanism be put in
place at the talks.

The government and the
ANC have their part to play.
Government is urged to re-
lease remaining political pris-
oners and implement the
Goldstone Commission’'s rec-
ommendations on curbing vio-
lence as a means of creating a
climate favourable to negotia-
tions.

The Commission had rec-
ommended greater security
around t hostels which
have been a source of most of
the violence and a ban on the
carrying of dangerous weapons
in public — both of Irhtchputhe
government has been slow to

do.

Boutros-Ghali has also urged
the ANC to return to negotia-
tons.

These recommendations
and other pressures from the
international community will
be taken serfously by the two

since both are for
the moral high round in the
eyes of the world.

A key faction within the
ANC is impatient to get back to
negotiations. This up, led
by ANC international affairs di-
rector Thabo Mbeki, is aware
the government is in a weak
position both internationally
and domestically and feels this
is the time for the ANC to ex-
tract concessions.

The ANC protests, it is
pointed out, have shown the
ANC and its allies have the ca-
pacity to cripple the economy
and government now re-
alises this. White business
community sentiment has also
swung against the government.
The main business organisa-
tions tried to avert the general
strike by proposing a one
shutdown of amm
backed off when the -
ment objected, lest lm
that big business was lining up
with the forces ranged against
the state.

But senior business leaders
have told the government in
private that they want the
country to move quickly to an
interim government and a
constituent assembly.

Businesses feel political
uncertainty and its accompany-
ing high | of violence are
destroying business confidence
and delaying South Africa's full
re-entry into the international

business community.

It also established the ANC
firmly as the main black lib-
eration movement, as it car-
ried out the protests in the
face of stern opposition from
the PAC and far left move-
ments. The PAC had been
claiming that the failure of
Codesa vindicated its anti-ne-
gotiations stance and it was
expecting a flood of disen-
chanted ANC militants to de-
fect to its camp.

For Chiel Mangosuthu
Buthelezi's Inkatha Freedom
Party the success of the
protest was a massive blow.
The general strike received
very high levels of support in
the kwaZulu hpmeland, which
the party sees as its stronghold
and its main electoral base in
the coming poll

De Klerk's government has
also been plagued by scandals
in the last few months. A se-
nier judge implicated one of
the chiel negotiators and one
of De Klerk's closest confi-
dantes, Minister of State Af-
fairs Gerrit Viljoen, in a cor-
ruption racket involving mil-
lions of rand while he was still
Minister of Development Aid.

Then the nation's top
pathologist Jonathan Gluck-
man disclosed that he had
seen nearly 100 prisoners who
had died from police assaults
and labelled the police as "out
of control.” Gluckman said he
had alerted senior government
ministers and the State Presi-
dent about the assaults but
no had been done.

Mosé damaging of all are
continuing revelations that
government authorised the as-
sassinations of lelt wing oppo-
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benefit of all our peoples.

The chalienges that face us
and the possibilitics that exist
are well encapsulatied in the
words of George Verghese in
his seminal study entitled Wa-
ters of Hope “The glaring
contradiction of the largest
concentration of the world's
most poor unable to garner Lhe
ounty of one of the world's
richest natural resource re-
gions in which they live is an
indictment that can no longer
be evaded. Not a little has been
achieved over the past 40
years. But not enough. Political
stabflity and the social [abric
are threatened as populations
muiltiply and justly demand
equity and opportunity.”

Thus, while the prob
which face us are daunting and
the record of the last four
decades is one of many faflures
and missed opportunities,
nevertheless, through these

four decades, we have Lhmgg
experiences are renewing

commilment to the common
goal of peace and stability
within our region and to eco-
nomic and social change
within our societics in the in-
terest of our pcoples in a
democratic political order. In
pursuing these objectives, we
believe more dialogues and in-
creased interaction between
our peoples at all levels could
significantly contribute to-
wards building an environment
for more effective regional co-
operation in South Asia. There
should be active interaction
not only among political lead-
ers, but at all levels, among
lcaders of prolessional i-
salions — lawyers, journalists,
untversity teachers and writers
— among trade unijons and stu-
dents organisations and all
other conscious sections — so
that we can harness the intel-
lectual, material and above all,
the moral resources of our
peoples — meaningfully to re-
spond to the challenges of the

future

The article is based on a
speech delivered by the writer
at the recent seminar of
opposition leaders in Karachi,
in his capacily as a former
Joreign minister of Bangladesh.

Big Business Steps Up Pressure for South Africa Talks

nents during the 1980s. This
has implicated the Minister of
Correctional Services Adrian
Vilok and head of Military
Intelligence Christofel van del
Westhuizen in the deaths of
anti-apartheid activists
Matthew Goniwe and four
others whose bodies were
found in charred cars on a mo-

The police and the defence
have been named in an investi-
gation into the unsolved -
ning down of anti-lpartg-;ld
academic David Webster out-
side his Johannesburg home in
1989 and the security forces
have recently been involved in
attempts to assassinate rene-
gade policeman Dick Coetzee,
who first revealed the exis-
tence of state death squads in
1989. The plot was failed by
British police in London,
where Coetzee has lived for
three years.

So close to high echelons
have these revelations come
the government launched pro-
posals for a blanket amnesty.
The ANC denied ment
claims that it had agreed to
the plan. The ANC believes the
300-400 political prisoners
still in jail should be freed un-
der the exis amnesty and
that security force members
involved in violence should be
prosecuted, not given amnesty,
as the government wants.

The ANC and other
have pushed hard for ev-
ery since talks began in 1990,
but the government would
dearly love to prosecute agents
responsible for atroecities
against civilians.

Faced with all this, the De
Klerk regime has no choice
but to compromise, and fts
opponents have vowed to
maintain the pressure until
there is concrete agreement
on a new constitution.

— GEMINI NEWS

MONDLI MAKHANYA is on
the staff of the Johannesburg
Weekly Mail

- -

-

- Sleeme—— e e —

_— N - -
— s —— A g @ @

Law and order

Sir, The law and order situ-
atfon of the country has pre-
cipitously deteriorated in the
recent days, endangering the
life and property of the people.
Newspapers are [illed with the
news of mugging, hijacking,
robbery, killings etc. So that
disorder appears to be the
order ol the day.

The most shecking dimen-
sion of this state of aflairs has
been the role of the law en-
forcing agencies. [t is very
often alleged that they are less
commitied to their duties,
Even In some of the cases
their alleged underhand ma-
neuvering also can not be ruled
oul to rigorously analyze these
events. Shame on this high-
sounding rhetoric of democ-
racy, wordy commitments of
the democrats. A society to live

with security of life and prop-
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erly is the innate desire of all,
but even aller the formal insti-
tution of democracy, this re-
mains to be a "golden deer”,
out of reach of the people.

That the society i{s vitiated
by a handlul of vile elements is
more or less known to all.
Specially, the law-enforcing
agencies arc very well aware of
those, but for one season or
another, they are either unable
or unwilling to bring them to
task. In a truly democratic
polity, the law-enforcing agen-
cies play an independent role
as do the other agencies and
organs of the government. Yet
ours is a polity, where this still
cludes us.

With the tempestuous un-
folding of recent events
amounting to the attempt on
the life of a prominent parlia-
mentarian Rashed Khan
Menon, the home minister no

longer enjoys wishes of the
masscs for his long tenure. A
sceplic can brush 1t aside as no
measure to improve the law
and order situation, butl one
should remember that this
could at least strike at the very
heart of the people impressing
the government's trust sincer-
ity to improve the law and
order situation even I the
mecasure went against the in-
terests of 1L

Plots are evils when con-

‘ducted in a truly underhand

manner but these bring disas-
ter when condoned by the
scctions supposedly to resist
them. All concerned to this
unhealthy situation have some
roles to play to make It
healthy, specially, some sec-
tions enjoy more authorities to
do so. Since no use is better
than abuse, so the above step is
called for, giving a boost to

democratic political culture,
thus allowing some others to
make eflorts to improve the
deterforating situations.

Md. Abdur Rouf
Sergeant Zahurul Haque Hall,
DU

What a revelation!

Sir, The versatile Informa-
tion Minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda appcars very keen to be
in the limelight — no matter
whether on point or out of it.
Harping on debatable {ssues
appears to have been his
favourite pastime. In recent
days when the Jatiya Sangsad
was in session, he sparked off
quite a furore by his emotion-
ally charged remarks pointed
towards opposition benches.
Nevertheless, his over-enthu-
siastic wordy duel did not
spare his cabinet colleagues

from unwholesome embar-
rassment. [t was, however, the
timely intervention of the
Speaker that neutralized the
commotion.

Outside the sacred arena of
the Jatiya Sangsad too he
maintains to adulate his listen-
ers in mecetings. The other day
addressing a BNP-sponsored
public meeting, he dug out
again an old but ostensibly set-
tled issue claiming two queer
things in one breath. Unlike
his fellow partymen, he at-
tributed the dubious glory of
proclaiming independence on
March 26, 1971, to Ziaur
Rahman from the makeshift
Radio Station at Kalurghat,
Chittagong. Mr Belal Moham-
. . on¢ of the main archi-
tects behind Installing the
temporary Radio Station — a
direct witness, told us recently
in his dispatch to a vernacular
datly that Maj Zia read out a

declaration on March 27, 1971
evening “on behalf of our
President Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who is with us®. The
minister's untenable claim,
unknowingly abnegates his
leader's image being drawn
into such an untrue episode.

The Hon'ble minister had
made another funny observa-
tion that Sheikh Mujb did not
declare independence in his
historic March 7 (1871)
speech in the then Race
Course [now Suhrawardy Ud-
dyan). It seems that Barrister
Huda would have liked to at-
tribute the immortal part of

M 's speech: "..... ll'!lﬂ'\lt
thl'lgmtin:r. is the struggle

liberty, the struggle this time
is the s for freedom,” to
someone else in his eerie at-

tempt. It is indeed ridiculous.

Azam Khan
Shantinagar, Dhaka



