ever before.

Come to CHITTAGONG Come to )
[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |
m]ypiuﬂtt()ltlt;l\all. THAI FOOD & SEAROOD

in CHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH) ease trv us and vou
will love BANCKOK THA] RESTAURANT more than
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NEWS BRIEFS

‘Withdraw increased
newsprint price’

A meeting of the special
committee of Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP)
and Bangladesh Editors’ Coun
cll yesterday urged the gov
ernment to immediately with
draw the increased price of
newsprint considering the [
nancial crisis prevailing in
the country's newspaper in
dustry, reports USS

Smuggled goods
seized in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 16: A
special team of the Detective
Branch of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police today

scized smuggling goods worth
about Taka two and a half lakh
from a shop at Khatungan|
trading arca herc today. Ac
cording to CMP press rclcase,
the team in a tip ofl made a
search on the shop and found
huge quantities of smuggling
goods including poppy-seed,
peper sugar and turmeric. No
arrest was made in this con
nection, reports BSS.

1 killed in Sylhet
road mishap

SYLHET, Sept 16: An
unidentified youngman was
killed after he was run over by
a speeding microbus on Sy!
het-Dhaka highway today
(Wednesday). The youngman,
aged about 22, was crushed
under the wheels of the mi
crobus at about 3.30 pm at Ti-
th, 8 miles south of Sylhet

town, reports UNB.
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The Presidendt
gated

has promul

of offences by
in all the districts, according
to an Extra-Ordinary Gazeltte

Notilication in Dhaka. reports

BSS

[he Ordinance
Curbing ol Terrorist Activities,
1992, was promulgated by the
President, Abdur Rahman

Hiswas under the Anicle 93(1)

of the Constitution as the
Jativa Sangsad ts not in session
and it was [elt necessary to
suppress terrorism in the
country. The Gazette was pub
lished on September 15

ASWIN 2

the Anti-Terrorism Owrd-
inance with the provision ol

speedy trial of the special type
special tribunals

called The

il ]

1399 BS,

reaist movement of all kinds
ol transporl, causing willful
damage to vehicles
public and private property
hijacking or
money. valuables or vehicles
lecasing the eves,
anarchy or intimidating peo
ple. creating obstruction
buying tender documents or
dropping thereof

Any person convicled  un
der the Anti
Ordinance
lo death or life imprisonment
or jail term ol maximum ol 20

rism O

The offences are extorting
money, creating blockade to
and other
snatching away

.lhda.u Lnag
children and women, creating

1ri

ferrorism
will be sentenced

DHAKA THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1992
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Anti-terro

years and minimum of five
years. In addition the accysed
will be llable 10 be fined

Under the Ordinance, the
government will set up a tri-
bunal or more than one tri
bunal In each distnct headed
by a retired Sesstons Judge of
Additional Sessions Judge |f
necessary The government will
assign a Sessions Judge or
Additional Sessions Judge as
the tribunal Judge in addition
to his responsibility All the
appointments will be made by
Gazette notilication

Fach tribunal will be based
at the district headquarters
but {f directed by the govern

R —— —

ment it would be able to hold
trial at any other place

The investigation of each
case under the Ordinance s o
be completed within 30 days
after the Efhar is lodged But
the time limit could be ex
tended for 15 days with the
approval of the tribunal for
completion of investigation for
unavoidable reasons

The tribunal will have to
complete the trial within 60
days after {1 takes up the case.
But under unavoidable ctrecum
stances i the tribunal could
not complete the trial within
the 60 days it could be ex
tended by 30 more days alter

The Daily Star

RABIUL AWAL 19 1413 HIJRI
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rdn promulgated

the tribunal records
SOTIS .

The offences under the
Anti-Terrorism Ordinance
would be cognizable

the rea-

irrespective of whatever
provisions to the contrary
might be three in the Cr PC

no Magistrate, or tribunal or
appeliate tribunal or any other
court would not enlarge on
bail any one charged for of
fences under the Ordinance at
the stage of investigation

The trial of a case would
continue everyday uninter
rupted unti] it is disposed of by
the tribunal The trial could be
adjourned for not more than

ON-BOARD

o -

scven days if the tribunal s
satisfied that the adjournment
is necessary in the interest of
fustice

An aggrieved persan etther
against convictions or against
release orders would be able
to appeal within 30 days be
fore the appellate tribunals

The government, under the
Ordinance will set up one or
more appeal tribunals for the
suppression of the terrorist of
fences

The tribunal will consist of
two Supreme Court Judges —
either sitting or retired — and a
district judge eligible to be ap
pointed a Supreme Court
Judge

b - — ==
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Eden College girls clash : 20 hurt

Rival girl students clashed
41 their Eden College yesterday
lcaving some 20 Ift]'l._:l:r‘l'.‘d one
critically. reports UNBH

Most of the injured werd
sald to be activists of the Eden
Girls College unit of pPro-goy
ernment Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal. JCID blanwed Ghatak Dalal

Nirmul Committee supporters
lor triggering the clash.
All the injured were sent to

[Dhaka Medical College Hospl
tal, where condition of
Runu was stated to be critical
The rest were released aflter
first aid

Witnesses said the belliger
ent girls from both sides
fought with hockey sticks,
rods and clubs.

Police, quoting JCD leaders,
however, said six JCD activists
were injured when pro-Awami
League student activists along
with some outsiders clashed
with them at the eollege cam

the

{TVEH‘_‘HMIN('; BEAUTY'S OUTWARD: Giving lie to apho
and BCL girls of Eden College are locked 1n a clash over Nirmul Body meeting at the eollege

pus al about 11 15 am

Primcipal of the college siud
her students were injured
when they were attacked by
the supporters of Nirmul
Commitlec

She saild .-.|'1urt!}' before the
allack, the Nirmul Commitlee
supporters were chanting slo

gans Iin front ol her office
protesting Tuesday's  inci
dence in which they were

barred by some rival students
Irom going out In a procession

They wanted to go to the
National Press Club after a rally
on the college campus but
failed as the college gate was
put under lock and key lor a
while, she added

Yesterday's clash could also
be in backlash to August 30
incident when the Nirmul
Committiee supporters of the
college who had wanted to
hold a meeting on the college
campus were allegedly op

rism that waor

- |
nen are frail JCD

Star photo

poscd by the Principal

(2L} t“-;rrrL‘:-.p:LndL‘nl adds:
lecader of different student or-
ginisalions in a joint stalement
yesterday condemned the vio-
lent incident on the Eden
Coll¢ge campus.

The student leaders alleged
that the terrorists of the
Jauyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
being backed by the college au-
thorities were creating vio-
lenee, on the college campus.

The statement was singed
among others by the president
of Chhatra Union President
Nasir Ud-Doza, JSD (Inu)-
backed Chhatra League (M-B)
President Mukhlesur Rahman,
Chhatra Molitree General Sec-
retary Rajib Ahsan Munna,
Chhatra Olkya Forum GS Jayed
Igbal, Ganatantrik Chhatra

Opposition blasts ordn

'A tool to persecute
democratic forces'

Awami League central work
ing committee yesterday de-
nounced the promulgation of
the anti-terrorism ordinance,
saying it will only push the
country towards greater anar
chy, reports UNB

The ordinance was de-
signed with political 1ll motive
lo deny the people their fun
damental rights, said a resolu-
ton of the ALWC meeting held
with party President and
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

"The government will use
the ordinance as tools of per-
secution against” the pro-liber-
ation democratic forces, stu-
dents, youth, political parties
and peace-loving people.

The resolution said existing
Wws of the jand, non-partisgn
activities of government party
and its sincerity could be suffi-

cient to deal with terrorism
The resolution said the or
dinance was framed with a
different nomenclature aflter
the antl terrorism bill which
was rejected by the winter
scasion of parltament and sent
to the concerned parliamen
tary committee for scrutiny

But, unfortunately, the rul
ing party, bypassing the
sovereign parliament, ap

proved the ordinance in bla
tant disregard to the country's
constitution and parliamentary
norms and practices
Promulgation of the ordi
nance is nothing but a mock
ery of people’'s demand for
halting terrorism, while the
process of politicisation of the
administration, campus, busi-
ness houses angd bus terminals
continued, sald Awami League,

the largest party in the oppo-

sition

Our Staflf Correspondent
adds: Five party allance at a
mecting of {ta steering com
mittee adopted the resolution
that the government's willing
ness (s enough to curb terror
b

It said the government had
to prove its goodwlill alter
withdrawing all black laws

The party regretted that
the government is instead in
stigating the terrorists,

The meeting further viewed
that when the internal terror
ism of BNP has suddenly be-
come exposcd, the govern
ment is trying to avold its re
sponsibtlities of curbing
terrorism by drafting the anti-
terrorism law. It said the law 1s
aimed al terrorising the peo-
ple

See Page 12 Col 7

& constitution amendment

Idea of arming party chief with
enhanced powers dropped

The Awami League sub-
committee for amending the
party constitution has dropped
the idea of providing the party
chief with‘the much-talked
about special power to replace
any Central Committee mem-
ber on disciplinary grounds.

The sub-committee has also
abandoned the idea of empow-
ering the party president with
the right of convening the
party council on his or her
OWTL.

According to sources, the
sub-committee has dropped

By Nurul Kabir
these ideas immediately before
placing its report in the Awami
League working Committee
(ALWC) meeting for discussion.
The ALWC meeting that be-
gan Tuesday afternoon took up
the amendment proposals for
discussion yesterday afternoon.
According to sub-commit-
tee sources, AL chief Sheikh
Hasina herself asked the sub-
committee members to drop

the idea the day before.
The elder members of the
constitution amendment sub-
committee, however, had been

opposing the idea of giving
special power to the party
chief on the ground that it
would hamper the present bal-
ance of power between the
presidium and secretariat of
the party.

With the dropping of the
idea of arming the party chief
with special power, the AL
president will not be able to
replace any central committee
member without consulting
the Central Working Commi-
ttee of the party.

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Kendra Convenor Harun Ur-
Rashid Mahmud and Chhatra
Olkya Forum Convenor Mosh- I
refa Mishu,

Hartal for
TV station
in Bogra
From Our Correspondent

BOGRA, Sept 16: Life in the
town came to a standstill as a
complete down-to-dusk hartal

called by the Sammilitya
Sagskritik Jote was observed
today.

The Jote called the 12

hours hartal to press its de-
mand for setting up of the
proposed full-fledged televi-
sfon station at Bogra.

Several political, social and
cultural organisations along
with 25 other organisations
extended their support to the
hartal call.

All educational institutions,
government and non-govern-
ment offices, financial institu-
tions did not operate.

Shops, bazars and markets,

See Page 12 Col 7
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Patent law a break on
foreign investment

By Inam Ahmed

A backward looking and
"obsolete” patent law of the
country is hampering the in-
vestment of research based
foreign companies, according
to concerned sources,

Bangladesh still follow the
Patent and Design Act of 1911
which foreign investors have
identified as inadequate in
protecting the designs and
patents of multi-national com-
panies.

The President of Foreign
Investors Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI],
SH Kabir while talking to The
Daily Star said the other laws
protecting intellectual proper-
ty are also old and outdated.

The Industrial Development

| Council of the government had

undertaken the task of revising
the Act in 1990. All laws
covering intellectual property
were also rewritten and
drafted.

Two meetings of the coun-
cil committee were also held
during 1990 with a view to
okay the draft, but failed to
reach a consensus sources
said.

No meeting of the commit-
tee had been held since
December, 1990, they said.

Sources said lack of initia-
tive on part of the committee
has now shelved the scheme.

Meanwhile, the FICCI feel
that the committee should be
1mm:dlal¢lf activated to scru-
tinize the laws and put them
before the parliament for nec-
essary enactment.

World Bank patsDhaka for poverty

The World Bank has pre
dicted success in Bangladesh's
poverty alleviation efforts in
the coming years, albeit in a
cautious tone.

The International Bank for
Reconstruction and Develop
ment UBRD), popularly known
as World Bank, in 1ts Annual
Report released globally yes-
terday said: "If growth in the
cconomy lakes place, as enwvis-

| aged, poverty is likely to de-

cline in the next few years.”

, In its four-paragraph eval-

uation of this poor South Asian
Nation's economic perfor

mance in the past one year,
the Bank stated: "Preiminary
evidence indicates that eco-
nomic activity began to accel-
erate at the beginning of 1992,
Agricultural output (mainly
foodgrain) is expected to fur-

ther expand, while industry in
showing signs of recovery.”

Star Report

The report sounded some-
what critical of the "traditi-
onal” programmes ol poverty
allgviation, giving a sort of
stamp of approval to the new
inftiatives: “"Recent efforts
aimed at reducing poverty have
focused on reorienting the pat-
tern of public spending that
goes to the poor”.

"In the past, traditional
programme targeted to benefit
the poor, such as food-for-

work and vulnerable group-de-
velopment programmes, were
expanded when resources

permitted; efforts to enhance
the developmental effect of
these mes proved to
be only marginally successful,
however."

Referring to the introduc-
tion of the value added tax and
other recent tax reforms, the
report said: "A recent evalua-
tion indicates that tax rev-

the Bank said, " ..

enues have increased as a re-
sult.”
In the regional perspective,

mance was noticeably weaker
in Bangladesh, Nepal, and Shri
Lanka" as far as the of
gross domestic product (GDP)
is concerned.

The GDP growth averaged
4.8 per cent, with Pakistan
performing an “impressive”
6.4 per cent and India's "note-

. Perfor- -

alleviation policy

worthy” 5.3 per cent.
"Except in Shri Lanka,

population growth rates re-
mained high during the dec-
ade (1980s), slowing increase
in per w incomes.”

The report sald poverty
in h "retreated mod-
estly” in early 1980s, "but this
salutary trend to have
been halted during 1987-81 by
economic slowdown and suc-

See Page 12 Col 7
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| Wives of BNP

leader, PM's

Press Secy
robbed

By Staff Correspondent

Within a span of 15 minutes
yesterday, wives of the Pubh-
cation Secretary of the BNP
and the Press Secretary to the
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia were robbed of gold ormna
menis in separate incidents in
the city

Momena Begum, wife of In
lormation and Publication Sec
retary of the rultng BNP, was
robbed of her gold chain and
bangles weighing about three-

See Page 12 Col 5

Ordn not needed

says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina Wednesday slated the
move to promulgate the anti
terrorism ordinance saying
that it was designed to deny
people the fundamental rights

When a similar bill was al
ready pending before the
Jatiya Sangsad., the govern
ment had by-passed Parlia
ment by moving to promulgate
the ordinance anly after the
student wing of the ruling BNP
was caught in a deadly inter
necine battle, she sald while
Inaugurating a conference of
the Dhaka city unit of Awami
League.

There 1s no need for such
an ordinance to curb terror
ism, as the existing laws are
suflicient 1o deal with it
Hasina told this about noon.
later in the day the president
promulgated the ordinance

Terrorism could be more
elfectively dealt with, only ff
the government was sincere
about it and allowed the police
to function neutrally, Hasina
told the crowded conference
held at the Engineers' Instit
ution auditorium.

See Page 12 Col )
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Dissension over
evaluation of NGL
plant bid make
IDA credit to lapse

By Toufique Imrose
Khalidi

Delay, lack of professional-
ism, and then difference of
opinion, in the evaluation of
bids for a multi-million-dollar
natural gas liquids (NGL) pro-
cessing plant has resulted in
the non-utilisation of the IDA
credit available for the project.

The  NGL processing facili-
ties at Ashuganj is part of the
Second Gas Development
Project (SGDP), funded by the
International Develapment
Association (IDA), the World
Bank's soft lending arm.

More than a year after ten-

Sce Page 12 Col 6

15000 Rohingyas
missing ?
From Abul Monayem

Khan

COX'S BAZAAR : Thousands
ol Myanmar reflugees known as
Rohingyas may have fled from
camps in the districts of Cox's
Bazaar and Banderban, oflicials
in the area fear.

According to one official in-
volved in the five-day census in
19 camps housing the previ-
ously-estimated 2.65,000
Rohingyas, the recount may
show that more than 15,000
refugees have gone missing.

The government ordered a
recount of the refugees which
began September 6, alter re-
ports spoke of ap exodus from
the camps.

The official, who declined
to be identified, said the total
number of refugees living in
the camps verified by the new

census mdy be below 2,50,000.

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Nepalese shot
dead

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J, Sept 16: A
was shot dead and a
local businessman sustained

“two bullet injuries when armed

men opened fire near Shimrail
Traffic stand on the Narayan-
ganj-Demra Road Wednesday
noon.

Mano Shing Lambo, a B6-
year-old Nepalese died on the
spot and ul Matin, 35, a
businessman was admitted to
the Dhaka Medical Copllege

Sec Page 12 Col 4



