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Saga of a true
champion

NEW YORK, 14: There
was never any aboul Ste-
fan Edberg's natural talent but
-l‘l Open II-?u- ol

tit soltspoken
Swede demonstrated the men-
tal of a true cham-
plon, reports Reuter.

The similartty between
Edberg's 1991 US Open win
and his arduous road to the tile
thia year is that both took
victorices.

t , Edberg was pure
tion. He played admil

the best tennis of his life
the fourth round on and
oene had a chancc nst
as he rolled through four

dazziing straight sct wins.
This time Edberg had to

HUN

volleys wore missing.
Just to carh a chance to bat-

tle Pete Sampras In the final,
Edberg had to win three sue-
cessive five-scl wars, miracu-
lously coming back [rom down
a break in the filth set each

time.
1 earned it this year,
I think, use I've worked

hard and I've had some
u lough matches,”
he said afler his 3-8, 6-4, 7-6,
6-2 victory over Sampras.

No match was tougher than
the semifinal win over Michael
Chang in which Edberg twice
fought back from down a break
in the filth and with a strong
finish won the marathon In a
US Open record five hours 26
minuics, :

That match followed an
emotionally draining Mlth-set
ticbreak victory over Ivan
Lendl in the quarters and a
fourth-round, [ive-set, come-
from-behind win over big-
serving Dutchman Richard
Krajicek.

“This was possibly one of
the fincst tournaments a pro-
tennis player has cver played
in a Grand Slam. The way he
did it was unbelicvable,” said
Tony Pickard, the 26-year-old
Swede's coach and the British
Davis Cup captain.

. This from a playcr who
once had a reputation for
hanging his head and giving up
the Nght alter lalling behind in
big matches

"He could have gone home
in three matches. Five years
ago he would have gone home.
He showed qualities that peo-
ple didn't think he posscssed,”
added Pickard.
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S;afnn Edberg of Sweden kisses the much coveted US Open trophy after retaining the singles

5

title defeating American Pete Sampras in the final on Sunday at Flushing Meadow, New

York. The victory also gave Edberg

deposed world number one Jim Courier of the United States.

the number one spot on the ATP computer, ahead of

—AFP photo

Double delight for gritty Edberg

NEW YORK, Scpt
14: Quick at the
nct, slick with
his volicys, Siclan
Edberg captured
his second siraig-
and rcgaincd the
No | ranking Sunday with a lot
of help from a wemk and
uninspired Pele Sampras.
report agencics.

Edberg's end to his arduous
route to the title was a 3-8, 6-
4, 76(7-5), 6-2, a mere 2-
hour, 51-minute victory allcr
three straight [ive-setters that
took a total of 13 hours, 43
minuics. ’

Sampras, the youngest
Open champion when he won
at 19 in 1090 but looking
much older and worn oul afler
a night of sickness, accommo-
dated Edberg by blowing sev-
eral big opportunitics.

*Play like you want it,
Pete,” a fan yelled outl to him
between serves in the (irst
g:ml: of the ‘fourth sct.

mpras looked annoyed,
promptly lost the next point
and eventually the game, but it
was a remark that reflected

" lackluster cffort.

e victory was worth
500,000 dollar to Edberg, who
climbed past American Jim
Courfer in the rankings with
his triumph.

Sampras received 250,000

When Edberg blasted in a
service winner to end the
match, he leaped over the net
to shake Sampras’ hand and
ran over o a couriside box to

ht US Open

E

hug his coach Tony Pickard
-J kiss his wife, Annette.

“it's been a great week for
me. | played some greal tennis.
| had some tough matches and
came through at the end,” said

alter being presented
with a silver trophy. ‘I'm very

R victory gave Edberg a
second n crfown o go
along with maiching pairs of
Australian and Wimbledon u-
Ues.

Sampras hurt his own cause
with some erratic serving. He
commilted |1 double f[aults,
three of which led directly o
his downfall.

*1 just didn't have enough
today,” said Sampras, who had
rushed off court afier his scmi-
final victory on Saturday over
Courier with a bad casc ol
stomach cramps.

*Last night | had a stomach
virus.” Sam said. “I lelt
here arou 12:30. | had a
massage and went Lo slecp at
3:30. | got up at 8 this momn-
ing. | had stomach cramps. I'm
nol @gving an excusec.

*As the match wore on, es-

in Lhe fourth set. | was

out . I'm mentally and
*lhfi.;vtrv exhausted. |

:B-rnpm

had a long night last night.”
Sampras also said he was
bothcered by pain in his shins
during the match, but that
hardly accounted for his dou-
ble-faulls and [irst-scrves so-
nwtimes 30 mph slower than
his normal 120 mph shats.
Edbcrg became the [first

":'

% - |

his backhand sailed wide aller

a lypical Edberg serve-and-vol-

J:;:}' point o drop the decider
-5.

Edberg, now sensing the
kill, turned up the pressure on
Sampras, conlinually coming-
lo nct afller returning the
Amcerican's sccand scrve to

4
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A dejected Pete Sampras during his final clash against
Stefan Edberg at Flushing Meadow Sunday. —Star TV photo

player to repeat as Open
champion since Ivan Lendl]
won his third in a row in 1987,
But Edberg didn’t play necarly
as wcll as a year ago when he
crushed Jim Courier.

“The tennis wasn't that
great oul there,” Sampras said.
“Both of us were tentalive.”

Sampras had started smar-
tly in the final, winning a well-
playcd opening set on the
strength of a backhand service
return winner that gave him
the lone break for a 4-2 lead.

The sccond sel also pro-
duced just onmc break as
Edberg levelled the match by
breaking in the last game alfter
a double fault sent it to deuce.

The powerful service and
vO rs s on track
until late in the third set
momentum shifted dramati-

Sampras, who could have
assumed the world number
onc position himsell with a
victory over Edberg, double
faulted on break point to level
the third set at 5-5 after he
had taken a scrvice break In
the ninth game that had put
him in position to serve for a
2-1 sects lead. ¢

Given thal reprieve, Edber
forced a lt-brca.r. ;

From 4-5 in the ticbreaker,
dealt another double
fault that gave Edberg a 6-4
lead and double sct poinl

Sampras saved one sel
point by ripping a low-diving
backhand passing shot, but lost
the set on the next point when

control the points.

Sampras fought ofl two
break points in the first game
of the fourth sct but on the
third, sct up when his back-
hand lob was ruled just out, he

committed another dismal
double fault, his 10th of the

match.

That sequence put Edberg
ahead 1-0 and siarted the 26-
year-old Swede on a run that
saw him win 14 of 15 points
on his way to a 4-0 lead.

Edberg saved a pair of break
points In the sixth game, end-
ing it with a resounding ace
that gave him a 5-1 lead.

Sampras then held at love
but already appeared a beaten
man, walking towards his chair
in a slump for the c :

An overhand smash fol-
lowed by two service winners
ended it for Edberg, who
bounded high over the net in

triumph as he had alfler his
five-set, rain-interrupted win

over lvan Lendl in the quarter-
finals.

it was a week of celebra-
tions for the usually stoic
Swede. After finishing off
Michael Chang in a record five
Hour 26 minute semifinals
marathon, he had smashed a
ball high into the Louis Arms-
trong Stadium secats, beaming
nﬂrlzc while. ’

“I rcally carned it this
year,” said Edberg. °1 worked
v hard and I've had some
unbelievably tough matches.
But | think that really hel
me 4oday mentally.” pos

Sampras slated 1the obvious.
"It was not a good scrving day
at all. | was pressing too much.
The serve let me down.”

Sampras had needed inter-
venous [luids to relieve his de-
hydration after his wvictory
against Couricr but the would
not blame his defeat on his
condition.

it was a long night~
Sampras said aboul recovering
from the cramps and diar-
rhoca. “Not too much sleep,
but I'm not giving cxcuses.”

Edberg, who once dreaded
playing in the hurly-burly at-
mosphere of New York, now is
fond of the concrete complex
at Flushing Meadow and will
return to his London home
with an unexpected prize.

*I came here to defend my
title,” said Edberg, who fell
out of the top ranking last
March. “Becoming number one
again is a nice present.”

Close call for
Azad Boys

Sports Reporter

Fancied Azad [Boys Club
staged a magnificent fightback
in the sccond hall to edge past
Gregs Club 74-71 in yester-
day's Partex First Division bas-
ketball league malch which
had fls spectators tensed and
transflixced tl the very end at
the Outer Stadium, tratling 34-
37 in the firdl half, gave their
hearts out In the sceond ses-
sion to slay on coursc Jor Ulle

on Lhcir dcbul.
anks to the joint cllorts

of Asgar (30) and national star
Zahir who wetghed in with 26
points, Azad Boys came
through unscathed on the day.

Shahed and Khaled scored
21 and 17 points respectively
for the Gregs but their eflorts
fell just three points short.

The sccond match of the
day was a drab allair in com-
parison 1o the [irst as Angels
Club made it look like a cake-
walk against Panthers Club.

"The Angels basketballers,
whe won the match B87-54,
played through out the match
with a consistent rhythum that
was a bil too much lor the Pan-
thers playcrs lo cope with.

Iﬂtrby the joint oflfensive of
Siddique (22) and Janu (14)
the victors danced away (o a
winning hall-time lcad of 45-
25,

Naim with 20 and Helal
with 10 troubled the Angels’
defence al imes but never be-
came a vital factor as [ar as the
result was concerned,

TODAY’S MATCHES
Dhumketu Club vs Homets

SC (4 pm)
I Edagles Club vs Azad Boys
(6:30 pm)

Sport

J

»
its demands
Sports Reporter
The crickcters of the Dhaka
s mtghtn:o for agitation
if r dema ing the
so-called players’ pool is not
met before the start of the iIn-
ter-club player's transfers.
Talking to the press at the
National Sports Council con-
ference room yesterday, gen-
eral secretary of the Dhaka
Cricket Players' Association
(DCPA) Gazi Ashral Hossain

Lipu also called upon the
Bangladesh Cricket Control

Board (BCCHB) to dcfer the |

transfers dates till the last
week of this month for a better
revicw of the situation created
by the proposcd pool.

According to the BCCB
schedule, Lhe clcarance for
inter-club transfcr will begin
from ber 18.

The B, in a bid to make
local cricket more competi-
tive, had revised the constitu-
ton of the pool with 17 play-
ers last month and decreed
that no team would be allowed
to sign up more than three
players from the pool.

Originally, 22 players were
included 1In the pool an-
nounced by the Doard in July
last. Dut the DCPA demanded
that the quota of pool playcrs
per club be raised to four In-
stead of threc.

Although the DCPA hinted
at poing for acton, former na-
tional skipper Lipu did not
claborate, maintaining “We
still believe that an amicable
solution is possibic.”

Lipu said that the restric
tions on the pool players will
give rise to [rustiration among
the national crickcters who
will be deprived of choosing
their tcams. Players like Golam
Nawsher Prince and wicket
keeper Nasir Ahmed Nasu have
not yet received any olfers
from the bigger clubs, Lipu
said to {llustrale his point.

The DCPA also put forth-
some suggestions for improv:
ing the standard of cricket In
the counlry, These suggestions
include launching of an oflice
cricket league, participation of
the national team in more na-
tional and intermational tour-
naments, holding of junior di-
vision crickel on turl wickets
and o train the national and
youth tcams under efflicient
loreign coaches.

DCPA vice president Ja-
hangir Shah [Badshah, national
skipper Minhazul Abedin
Nannu and Jogesh Chandra
Ghoalhv—the - two jeint secre-
taries—and executive commit-
tce member Golam Nawsher
Prince also aticnded the con-
ference. A large number of
crickclers were also present.

Mcanwhile,
the BCCH trcasurer, yesterday
told somc ncwsmen that the
inter-club transfers could be
rescheduled for the benefit of
the cricketers. The BCCB also
plans to introduce an office
lcaguc and will write to the
various oflice tecams in this
conncction, he said.

Indian Armed
Forces booters
lose 0-1

The Bangladesh Armed
Forces tcam delcated the visit-
ing Indian Armed Forces team
by a solitary goal in a friendly
[ootball match at the
Bangladesh Army Stadium,
Banani ycsterday alternoon.

The Indian Armed Forces
tcam arrived in Dhaka on
Scptember 12 last on a good-
will tour of Bangladesh.

The match winner was
scorcd by Musician M Hossain
in the 25th minute of the first
half.

The Indian team tried hard
to equalise but all their at-
tempts went in vain.

Asstt Chiel of Naval Stafl
Commodore Fakhruddin
Ahmed witnessed the match
as chicl guest and distributed
souvenirs among the players.
Earlicr he was introduced to
the players of the two teams.

The match was also wit-
nessed by senfor armed forces
officers including PSOs and a
large number of armed forces

personncl.

Some Indian High Commis-
sion officials and Indian na-
tionals in Dhaka were also pre-
scnl.

The Indian Armed Forces
tcam will meet the Bangladesh
Navy team on September 17 at
Chittagong, the Bangladesh
Army team on September 20
al Dhaka and the Bangladesh
Air Force team on September
22, also at Dhaka.

Khoka visits

BSJA
Sports Reporter

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain Khoka
paid a couriesy visit to the
Bangladesh Sports Journalists’
Association’'s BSJA office near
the Dhaka Stadium swimming

pool yestcrday.

He exchanged views with
the journalists regarding the
various problems existing in
Lthe sporting arcna of the coun-
Lry.

Reza-c-Karim, |

Abedin Nannu (L) listens.
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The Dhaka Cricket Players' Association held a press conference yesterday at the NSC.
Former national skipper Cazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu (R) talks to the pressmen as Minhazul

. —Star photo

COLOMBO, Scpt
l14: The 13-mcm-
ber Australian sq-
uad lelt hcere
today for home
with a warning

A

from skipper Allan Border that
Shri Lanka were going o be a
forve In world cricket and thal
right now Lhc Islanders were

better than India, reports AFP

Border sakd that Shri Lanka
played a superb three -Tost s
ries and were “a very compeld
ttve side” throughoul

"I think they caught all of us
All our playcrs

by surprisc.

i i

ALLAN BORDER

were very impressed wilh the
ncw allitude that the Shri
Lankan side had. With a Hitle
bil more hard work, they are
going to. bec a rcal force in
world cricketl.” he said.

The third Test was drawn
Sunday alter rain robbed about
ninc hours of play. Australia
took the series 1-0 by virtue of
their win in the first Test. The
sccond lecst was also drawn.
Shri Lanka, however, won Lhe
onc-day scrics, 2-1

"l thought the Shri Lankans
played superbly. | think once
they lcarn how to finish off
tcams when they get into
strong positions, they arc po-
ing to bec a real force Lo be
reckoned with,” said Bordcer
alter his 70th Test as caplain.

"l really rate the Shri
Lankans high. | think they've
got a very compclent side . . . |
would go as far as to say Lhey
arc a bectter Test malch side

than India,” said the veteran of
133 Tests.

Shri Lanka led by Arjuna
Ranatunga had the Ausirallns
in a H‘hl corncr in all three
Tests but poor fickding and the
visilors sirong middic-order
batting Hne-up prevented the
home side from running out
winners.

[Jorder considercd that
Australla were fortunaic to
have won the first Test by a
scnsationsl 18 runa afller Shr
Lanka had dominated right up
to the beginning of the linal
scasion on the lnst day

The Shri Lankans oul-
played us but we snatched an
incredible viclory. Thal's not
going to happen all the time.
That is one of those lucky
things thal happcns occasion-
ally In Test crickel,” he said

[3order, who said the 1wo
drawn Tests could have pgonc
cither way [ not f[or the

wealher began the tour badly
bul ended his third ouling to
Shr Lanka wilh a century and
78 tn the third Test.

Al crucial slages Ausiralia
and Shri Lanka were lct down
by their top-order and middle-
order batsmen respectively,

Although Australia ran oult
[avouriles al the beginning of
the tour their performance
was ol undoerdog status,

While crediting Shei Lanka's
quick bowlers for maintaining

immense  pressure on  the
Australinn balsmen, DBorder
hoped his lop run-getters
would click in time for the se-

rics against the West Indics
later this ycar.

"Wcll, obviously the top or-
der is a bit of a concern, We
ncver really gol anything going
al all. Wc've gol Lo make sure
that we turn around the top-
order balting against the West
Indics otherwise we are going
Lo struggle”™ he said.

"We have to work really
hard bedausc against the
bowling atlack that the West
Indics posscs we arc going to
have problems if we don't get
olf to betler starts than what
we have shown here.”

Ranatunga blamed bad bat-

Border lauds Lankan spirit

ting and bad weather for Shri
Lanka's unsuccessful Test se-
rics. Clearly, the lack of expe-
ricnec and the professionalism
that comoes with it was also pe-
sponsiblc lor their inability to
CMCTEC WinnDncrs

He said Shri Lanka's sus-
peel arder batsmen
would have 1o work hard te
give a boclier performance agnd-
nsl New Zcaland in November,

Australian all-rounder Greg
Malthews had a [ine Test se-
rics, scoring 328 runs that in-
cluded five conseculive half-
centuries with a lop-seore of

lowcor

-
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ARJUNA RANATUNGA

96 in Lhe third Test.

But Border said that Mat-
thews' role was Lthat of an oll-
spin bowlcr and his haltln[
wirs "a bonus /" |lowever, Mat-.
thews shone as a bowler only
in the [lirst Test with seven
wickels.

"But he'll come under the
kammer il he goes back to
Australia and docs not take
wickets. Il's as simple as that.
We wani him to be a bowler
rather than a batsman.,” said
Border.

Border also said Shri
Lanka's umpires lacked "a bit
of expericnee” which resulted
in 16 lcg-belore decisions
against Ausiralia, and only four
against Shri Lanka. "Apart from
that they did a competent job.”

The Australian side rctum
home alter breaking a 23-year
hoodoo of not winning a Test
series in the Indian sub-conti-
nent since they last beat India
in 1969.

= LONDON, Scpt
14 : Kent made
603 for eight de-

clared, their hig-
| hcest score since

i 1934, then secl

course for an inn-
ings victory with three wickets
in 22 balls by Alan Igglesden at
Edgbaston on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

Warwickshire were in des-
pcrate trouble at five for three
as Kent staked a claim on the
23,000 pounds sterling
(44,000 US dollar) prize for
the English county champi-
onship runners-up.

Igglesden (five for 34) took
two wickets in successive balls
in his early burst and came
back to bowl Dominic
Ostler(40) and Dermott
Reeve(51) after a stand of 96.

g

At the close of the second
day, Warwickshirc were 121
for five, still 482 behind.

Kent began the second day
at 487 for three and Carl
Hooper became their third
ccntury maker, reaching 102
before being caught behind.
Graham Cowdrey hit 88 to go
with centuries on Saturday for
Trevor Ward (153) and Mark
Benson (122).

Graham Gooch, who handed
over the Essex captaincy to
Paul Prichard against Glouces-
tershire, still found himsell
heavily involved — as a bowler.

Gooch. gained only one suc-
cess, but his accuracy was
right for the Bristol pitch and
just 27 were taken ofl his 20
overs as Gloucestershire made
326 for a first innings lead of

Kent stake claim for _2ndLspo_t'

198. At the close, the champi-
ons were 24 without loss.
Openers Neil Lenham (135)
and Jamic Hall(90) broke a 41-
year-old record as Sussex
turned the screws on York-

shire,

Yorkshire's attack, led by
Englands surprise tour selec-
tion Paul Jarvis, looked impo-

tent. The pair put on 224 for
Sussex’'s highest first wicket

partnership against the York-

shiremen,

Leg spinner lan Salisbury's
performance for Sussex on the
first day career-best scven for
54 made it hard to fathom why
he was left out of England's 16
for the India tour.

When rain stopped play,
Sussex were 282 for two, 50
ahead. :

Pete Sampras (L) o

al
i O

the United States uhnhnﬁandl with compatriot Jim Courier after
| winning the semifinal of the US Open on Saturday.

—S8tar TV photo



