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ATIONAL and interna-
tional leaders are pre-

N R:ﬂn' for the 1992

United Nations Conlerence on
Envtronment and Devclopment
fUNCED). Women constituling
mare than hall the world's
population should have an

say in polictes that will

the future of our planel
well inte the 21st century
Negotiations and decisions on
environmental protection and
equitable economic develop-
ment will be fruilicss uniess
women's colleclive values,
experienee knowledge and
wisdem are taken into account
Wamen activisis are working
together to develop policy
goals and actions. for usec in
this decade and into the next
century. To help women
world-wide to participaie in
this process, the Women's
Internatiomnal Policy Action
Coemmitiee (IPAC) convened
the World Women's Congress
for a Healthy Planet, B8-12
November 1991, jn Miami,
Florida, USA. Fifleen hundred
women from around the world,
Narth and South, East and
West, attended the workshop
discussions.

WMI and Ac-
tion a qf the Con-
ﬂ'm : The Congress was

id at Hyatt Regency Miami
and James L. Knight Centre.
The programme was divided
imto tribunals, workshops and
dialogues. The Aclion Agenda
prepared under [ollowing
headlines are brielly described
hare.

Diversity and Solidarity.
Recognising that nalure is not

limited national sovercignly
or boundarics and thal cnvi-
renmental degradation (s

global, women must be given
equal participation cverywhere
irrespective ol culture, class,
race, in public policy analysis,
government decision-making,
implementation, administra-
tion and funding at interna-
tional, national and community
levels.

Debt and Trade. In full
knowledge that the industri-
alised nations have been the
nct beneficiaries of the ex-

ploitation of the rich resources
of the South, concerncd about

the negative impact on the
poor, especially women, of the
International Monetary Fund
and World Bank structural ad-
justment policics, immediate
offivial debt forgiveness is de-
manded. Dismantling of all un-
fair protective trade mcasures
used by the North against the
South and total ban on the ex-
port of goods rcjected for local
consumption (or destruction)
in or by the country of origin
arc called for.

Universal Code of Ethics.
Re¢ognising the current moral
and ethical double standards
applied to environment, devel-
opment, women's participation
and social justiee throughout
the world, it I8 neccssary lo
adopt an International Code of

Healthy Planet

by Salma Ali

Envirenment Conduct for
busincss and industry, for gov-
ermments, for UN agencies and
for NOOs which will include
regulations on biotecHnical ge-
netic engineering. Demand s
made for time use studies of
women's work (household,
cotlage industries, subsistence
agriculture, child care, clder
care, volunteer communily

scrvice).

Land Rights and Food
Security. Groas incquities in
land tenure and ownership are
primary causcs of social injus-
tice, poverty ofl women and
thetr children, homeleasncss
and environmental degrada-
tion, and the dispossecssion of
indigenous people. The UN
member states and NGOs are
called to ceasc discriminating
practices which limit women's
access to land and other re-
sources, o increase allocation
ol resources which enhance
food security and provide ap-
propriate technologies which
reduce women's work.

Bio-technology and Bio-
diversity. Concerned by the
deterforation of habitats and
cco-systems which are home
to the billions of species with
which we share the Earth, it is
insisted that the UNCED Con-
vention of Biological Diversity
address the risks of bio-tech-
nology as well as the conscrva-
tion of speccics. It Is recom-

ndced Jhat the tcsg?gﬂmd
release of organisms one
only in the country of origin,
and that bio-technology prod-
ucts which are not yel ap-
proved or which are restricted
in the country ol origin be
prohibited from sale elsec-
where. Support is given to
indigenous people in their el
forts to protect their natural
cnvironments.

Information and Educa-
tion. It is a basic human right
to have access to unbilased
information about the guality of
the environment in which we
ltve. But, for instance, informa-
tion concerning the environ-
mental and health impact of
military and industrial bi-
products are oflen classified as
sccrel for national security or
proprictary reason. The media,
therefore, is invited to join in
promoting the principles of
this Action Agenda and the UN
should monitor all activitics of
governments which threaten
the environment. All countries
should offer environmental ed-
ucation at the primary and
sccondary levels.

Women, Militarism and
the Environment. Military
expenditures, the arms trade
and armed conflict deprive
billlons of human beings of
basic scecurity and well-being.
There is disastrous environ-
mental impact of all military
activity, including rescarch,
development, production of
weaponry (including chemical,
bio-logical and unclear

weapons), testing, manoecuv-
res, presence of military bases,
disposal of toxic materials,
transport and resource use. It
is demanded that nuclear
weapons be dismantled and
destroyed, that nuclear testing
ceases immediately and an
immediate 60 per cenl
reduction in military spending.

activities and supersonic
flight which threatens the
ozone layer or relcases caron
dioxide cease. Demand is made
for creation of national civilian
commissions with 50 per cent
membership of women which
would open to publie scrutiny
all military activities, expendi-

tures, and rescarch and
development.

Science and ;
Science and technology should

be at the service of the many
rather than for the profit ol
the few and it is observed that,
it 1s used to "harness™ nature
contributing to the degrada-
tion of eco-systems for short-
term profit. Also witnessing
the disempowerment ol
women through lack of access
to appropriate and sustainable
technology and the disregard
for women's experimental
knowledge. There should be
marriage of ethical values with
scientific investigation and
use, and the development of
criteria for all technologies
concerning their appropriate-
ness for both women and the
cnvironmenl

Consumer Ethics and
Action. Women's purchasing
an-cr is a powerful tool for

olding the business commu-
nily accountable for the envi-
ronmentally friendly quality ol
their products and behaviour
and would boycott industrics
whose practices or products
anywhere in the world are
harmful to the environment or
to health.

New Institutions. A Per-
manent UN Environmental
Commission should be created
lo serve as embudsperson, re-
ceive individual complaints,
monitor compliance and in-
force principles of an Interna-
tional Code of Environmental
Ethics. All states and corpora-
tions who produce loxic
chemical agents must dispose
of their toxic wastes within
their own borders.

Population,
Rights and Health. The ma-
jor causes of environmental
degradation are economic
systems that exploit and
misuse naturc and people,
pollutants and waste of
industry and militarics tech-
nologies. It is outrageous o
suggest that women's fertility
rates (cuphemistically called
population pressure] are to
blame. The right to reproduc-
tive health and choice is a ba-
sic human right of all indtvidu-

als.
World Health Organization,

International Labour Organiza-

tion, the Food and Agricultural
Organization, national govern-
ments, public health groups
and rations should in-
Creasc to eliminate en-
vironmental occupational haz-
ards, in [actorics, offices and
on the land.

A‘mmﬂoﬂsu

. Governments should in-
crease their contribution
to and support of the UN
Environment Programme
(UNEP). Its budget should
be considerable increased,
to triple its current $40
million

2 It ia *r:cnmntnde-d the .

UNEP expands its eflorts
to benefit from the
knowledge and experi-
ence of women by activity
pursuing a policy of gen
der balance iIn policy
making.

3. Donor countries should
increase their contribu-
tions to UNIFEM, the only
multilateral fund estab
lished specifically to in
crease the flow of develop-
ment resources in womon
in low income countrics,
s0 as to rcach a level ol
$150 million. annually by
the year 2000.

4. All UN agencies are urged
to increase their commil
ment to Integrating wo-
men's perspectives at all
levels and in all pro
grammes and policics.

UNCED Specific :

1 Participants will lobby
their national govern-
ments to includes women
and representatives ol
indigenous peoples and
grassrools organisations in
their UNCED dclegations

2. Participants will press all
UNCED participants to
discuss, adopt and im-
plement the recommen-

dations.

3. This Action Agenda will
be widely distributed.

4. Participants call on world
leaders attending the
1992 UN Conference on
Environment and De-

velopment to sign a Global
Climate Change Conven-
tion, with industrialised
countries make a mini-
mum commitment to a 20

per cent reduction of
carbon dioxide emission

by this year.

(The writer Ms Salma Ali
is an advocate of the High
Court and Supreme Court
at Dhaka. She is a member
of Bangladesh National Wo-
men Lawyers Association
and Project Director of
thetr Legal Representation
Cell of Women Prisoner and
Urban Legal Aid Clinic. She
attended the World Wo-
men's Congress at Miami
with assistance [from
NORAD).

Scenic Highlands Scarred by

INE trees and mossy

forests once stood on

the 2.000-hectare wat-
ershed of Mt. Data in northern
Philippines, but the saucer-
shaped plateau has turned into
4

v;tnubh bowl.
ut a dozen years ago, the

mighty Chico river still roared
in the valleys of the vast
Cordillera range. But now little
water is left. and most of it is
either polluted or silted.

Home of the centuries-old
rice terraces carved on the
slopes of these northern high-
lands by the Igorot tribe, the
Cordilleras have changed over
time from scenic wonder to
scarred land. Landslides and
burned patches of forests look
like wounds on the sateep
mountainsides

Covernment officials point
w earthquakes and typhoons
for the ravages suffered by
these slopes. but residents say
the mining industry and the
cash crop economy share
maach of the blame.

For centuries, tribal peoples
of the Cordillera survived on
upland agriculture and small-
scale mining their subsistence
economy fully integrated into
their culture.

The US colonisers intro-
dueed corporate mining in the
miperal-rich region in the
carly 1900's, dislodging gold
panners and pocket miners.
Issuance of land titles and
mining claims broke the
system of communal
ownershi of resources

ractised the tribes, who
their ancestral domain.

Iin recent years. more
more villagers have become
quite vocal against the :
cal destruction wreaked by
mining industry that they say
has brought soil erosion and
depletion. pollution and loss of

waler resourcoes.

inside the tightly guarded
Lepanto mines in Mankayan
town. environmental activists
m o used tailing dams that
collapsed. resembling
gey of mine wastes.
The

The Cordillera mountain

range (n northern

Philippines used to boast of pine trees and a
river. But much of the mountainside has

been stripped of forests to make

way for the

lucrative mining industry and a cash crop econ-
omy, both of which have also damaged the once
mighty Chico river. Yasmin Arquiza reports.

merged arable land, is about
120 metres deep and is nearly

filled to capacity. a company
worker says. A fifth dam 1s In

also blame the company

sinking of the town's high
school building and some
houses, allegedly caused by

mmnﬂm

At the Benguet Corpora-
tion's operations in [togon

village. residents have put up
barricades to protest open pit
mining. The practice involves
scraping mountain slopes and
removing precious topsoil.

But in ecologically sensitive
areas like Mt. Data and ML
Pulog. both designated national
r.rkm environmental prob-

ms are largely caused not by

mining bu the

Both mountains are located

Progress

in Benguet province, a major
source of vegetables for low-
land markets. Here crops are
rotated depending on the sea-
son, making vegetable produc-
tion a year-round activity.

Vegetable farming has be-
come the main livelthood of
tribal peoples in the arca.
Environmentalists say this
would not be a problem if only
the farms did not take over
dense woodlands serving as
vital watersheds and harbour-
ing unique wildlife.

This pattern persists de-
spite the environmental costs
because of continuing support
from the government's high-

land agricultural development
programme. [ts projects in-
clude roads, seced storage
plants, loans to cooperatives
and supply of farm inputs like
fertiliser.

The Cordillera Resource
Centre (CRC), a non-govern-
mental organisation, reports
that 3,500 hectares out of ML
Data's 5.513 hectares of origi-
nal forest cover have since
been replaced with vegetable
farms.

To obtain hlﬂ,h yields, veg-
etable farmers depend heavily
on chemical herbicides, fungl-
cides and fertilisers, which are
carried downstream because of
sofl erosion. Farmers complain
that the sofl is also getting
"stickier” due to in-
puts, the CRC says.

The communist insurgency.
which has a strong base here,
has also taken its toll on the
environment. DENR officers
say the military burns down
ambush sites and the periph-
ery of rebe] camps to prevent
the llas from using them.

nwhile, the rice ter-
races that have escaped being
turned into vegetable gardens
have fallen victim to the
golden snaifl, CulGvation of the
prolific snail. which nibbles
newly-transplanted seedlings,
was introduced in the 1980’s
to augment farmers’ incomes
and tmprove diets.
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The People Force the Pace to
Clean Up Karachi

by Ayesha

ARACHI, commercial

capital of Pakistan, has

the unfortunate distinc-
tion of being one of Asia's
dreaded mega-cities of the
future. The Earth Summit in
Rioc de Janerio warned aboul
the growth of colossal urban
centres in countries with high
rural-urban migration rales
and uneven development.

Even today Karachi can
barely withstand its population
— estimated at 10-12 million
— and extreme pollution. How
will it {ace the 21st Century
with an anticipated 18 million
residents?

The signs are that the peo-
ple of Karachi are becoming
practical about their problems
and are prepared to selve
them at the community level.

Forty per cent live in slum
dwellings, with no civic ameni
ties provided by the govern
ment. One such locality, Or

gang!, achteved world recogni-
tion for

its sanitation and

Karachi. Most 1s du into
Karachi harbour. A water sam-
ple sent for analysis to a labe-
ratory in Britain was returned
with the comment that this
was not sca water, but

A group of citizens re-
sponded to this endless battle
with pollution by forming Sh-
erhri, an organisation to raise
awarcness.

Activist Navaid Hussain ex-
plains : "People have lost faith
in the government, and politi-
cal parties have [afled the peo-
ple. So you are bound to have
this vacuum, with local com-
munities and non-government
organisations stepping in to fill
it. because enough is enough.”

The potential of public
pressure to influence the au-
thorities to take action is al-
ready apparent. Earlier this
year, Sherhri published an ar-
cle in its newsletter drawing
attention to the pollution in

Air pollution
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communily development pro-
ject.

The Orangt Pilot Fr:j!::t.
led by Akhtar Hameed n,
motivated residents of 50,000
households to identify and
meet their needs themselves.
They installed their own gut-
ter-pipe sewage systems, built
schools and health centres and
planted trees in their barren

ncighbourhoods.

Recent studies have shown
that there is virtually no clean
drinking water supply in the
city. Since 60 per cent of in-
fant fllncsses are caused by
contaminated water, this envi-
ronmental problem has be-
come life-threatening.

Untreated scwagc is an-
other major cause of discase in

been charged
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Karachi's coastal waters. The
Supreme Courl, under its re-
view of human rights cascs,
took suo moto notice of the
Casc.

The presidents of Karachi's
two main industrial zones have
with dumping
waste into Lthe sea, which is al-
ready filled with the city

. These two zones alone
discharge 615 and 550 tonnes
of pollutants each per BOD/day
into the city rivers (BOD
means biological oxygen de-
mand).

Shehri ts serving as techni-
cal witness for the hearings,
which should begin in the au-
tumn. Navaid Hussain is opli-
mistic that this case will serve
as a precedent for bringing

other environmental problems
to court. If the case is won, he

a long-term project
will be started with the Water

and Sewage Management
Board to clean up ‘S Wa-
ters.

Funding for such a project

will be d It to access In a
country where for de-
velopment is already short.
Hussain sees the Global Envi-
ronment Factflity proposed at
Rio as a possible source of

money.

Any eflorts to resolve
K.nrncfd': environmental crisis
come up against its formidable
population growth rate of 6.7
per cent — twice the national
ave . As people from all
over the country flock to the
city in search of jobs, they
strain resources and con-
tribute to pollution.

Thus awareness-raising at

The world's 18 most polluted cities:

Moscow
Bombay

Los Angeles
Bangkok
Santiago
Bangalore

all levels is a crucial compo-
nent of any environmental
programme. The World Con-
servation Union (IUCN) runs a
public awareness and envi-
ronmental education pro-
gramme in co-operation with
another non-governmental or-
ganlnntlunnl{ﬂﬂﬂ!. the
Teacher's Resource Centre. It
aims to teach school children
to develop a "green” con-
sclousness.

Sabiha Daudi, assistant edu-
cation co-ordinater of IUCN,
says Karachi is so heavily pol-
luted many people already un-
derstand the problem. Educa-
tion can help them feel there
is a solution.

Most Karachi people out-
side the formal education net-

movement is
sector has helped

tant development in Pakistan's
fledgling environmental
that the NGO

the govern-
ment to become aware of is-

sucs and plan a strategy to

tackle them.
IUCN hel the federal
government rmulate a Na-

tional Conservation Strategy
(NCS). It has been
the
ready for implementation. Its
goals are: conservation of natu-
ral resources, sustainable de-
velopment and im

and management

at
political level and stands

oved use
rescurces.

If the NCS s successfully
implemented, Pakistan will be
one of the few development
countries to show such a long-
term commitment to saving
the environment.

The government s intercsi
in environmental issues is
viewed with some scepticism.

The 1983 Environmental Pro-
tection Ordinance set up an
Environmental Protection
Agency and a council, to be
headed by the president. How-
ever, the Agency has minimal
aythority to see that the few
environmental laws are Im-
plemented and the Couneil has
met only twice since its incep-
tion.

Ayub Qutub, NCS co-ordina-
tor, is conflident that it will
continue to draw on the exper-
tise of professionals, loecal
communities and NGOs who
pooled their knowledge to
help form the strategy

He says : "“The activists will
have to continue to bring pres-
sure o bear on government (o
lake action on (ts commit-
ments. They can act as role
models and do environmental
work themselves within lim-
ited resources at their dis-

posal.

He estimates Pakistan will
need to re-create 100 Orangl
Pilot Projects right away to
tackle urban sanitation. In fact,
projects identified by the NSC
need the co- tion of the
private and NGO seclors as
well as government depart-
ments, to succeed.

Akhtar Hameed Khan be-
lieves one of the most impor-
tant achievements of the origl-
nal rnr‘cr.:l was to free the
peoprc rom the immobilising
myths governmenl
promiscs.

of

The people of Karachi, ac-
customed to garbage heaps on
street corners, regular cut-ofls
of water and electricity, and
the socio-political problems of
life in an over-populated city
with nor enough jobs, are gyn-
ical about the government's

interest in helping them.

By developing platforms and
groups to address environmen-
tal concerns of their own they
may themselves decide who
saves the environment in Pak-
istan and how. — Gemini News

A City

ITIES have a population

comprising both stable

and floating inhabitants.
Some come for a while or stay
on, others retire to the
suburbs or the village home.
Passing by or taking roots,
these citizens give the city its
character. If the city is large
and prospcrous, the resticss
and poor are drawn almost
magnetically. Some do not like
the hard labour of the rural
countryside, or even the
factories. Others are dilfercut
kinds, of fugitives. These
include the Iintelligentsia.
Some {inhabit the slums,
becoming potential fodder for
unrest when the city’s or the
country's law and order
situation meanders into a bog.
*This is a story as old as that

of the ancient city of Rome.

In today's world, citics like
Dhaka, need positive steps to
be implemented to prevent
the growth of slums. The
Grameen Bank, rural electrifi-
cation with consequent indus-
tries — usually small, occasion-
ally medium — and the fact
that radio and TV (colour too)
have reached literally every vil-
lage should enable villagers
to stay home | Of course,
shops with ‘consumer’ -
iuunpa; only in the city, ..m
most of the urban areas, are
needed as well as adequate
medical and educatio fa-
cflittes. Then only can cities
and towns expect to be re-
lieved of the pressure of ex-
ternal influx. Internal urban
population boom can be

.chechadutnmcwholcmun-

by Zamal Arsalan

for the housewives, vocational
and technical for the ca-
reerists with practically a
moratorium on higher educa-
tion. Training for the indus-
trics businesses and scrvice
scctor is another must to en-
sure prosperity. Cities which
adhere to these principles are
better off than others
(Singapore, Tokyo) but traflic
snarls bedevil all but the most
suburbanised of citics.

Our Dhaka city is in a sorry
state. Surprising since we arc a

cording to the

cven if the performer is abscnt
in person. At any hectic bus
terminal a part of the footpath
{s reserved for replies to the
short call of nature. Traces of a
watery fluid leave their imprint
on the boundary wall as the
performers stand while in the
act! Beginning its journey here
the rivulet can be scen going
down to the edge of the foot-
path. The penetrating odour,

when the breeze is in a tl!ﬂ!‘ll"l? '

mood, testifles to the nature o
the fluid.

answering 'the call of nature.’

green city, despite periodic
maniacal urges for cutting
down trees. Money is the ex-
cuse. But moncy is not a cure-
all. A beautiful city has build-
ings to match. Dhaka has a past
heritage and acsthetic cre-
ations from the present. A city
full of happy memories is a
blessing to the dwellers and
the country also for such cf-
ties are always advocates of
peace. All the {Wt

water fountains are not eg.-erl -
ing in our city to the disap-
pointment of visitors.

At present in the first flush
of dawn one will find the way-
side drains and similar epen-
ings in the streets being used
by the occasional squatter, ac-
cording to the literal meaning
of the word!l answering 'the
call of nature.’ Remnants of the
performance is often present,

ly varieties of

These days the city boasts a
number of public toflets. These
are often one-shot aflairs. Once
t are built, that is itl No
rep ments. Mirrors vanish
first, then wash basins suller
an equally mysterious fate. No
detective work is possible as
the door of the wash room now
stays padlocked. Taps do not
work. Paills appear and disap-
pear as in a magic show. Tin
drums take their places alon
with empty condensed mil
tins and ovaltine cans. Those
in need of such services have
increased in number. Ago-
nised pleas to please hurry up
can be heard rrum the help-
less in the queues lo the

ucues to the fortunate ones in

lavatory.

In private offices which do

not care, including busincss
establishments, the situation is

with Worse Environmen

just as appalling. Only re-
spectable buildings, housing
prosperous firms, fafe better.
Mothball are plentiful and air
coolers hum busily. The latest
elevators ask users not lo
‘panic. In case of power failure
the automatic power will
switch on carrying the ift to
the next floor where the pas-
sengers may alight. This 1is
welcome news to those who
happen to be in urgent need of
a visit to the toilet |

in public offices, a leaky tap
generally ensures that when
the need is acute, no water
will be available. Paper and clay
substitutes are employed by
those facing the emergency.
The absence of queues is re-
placed by a different malaise.
Attempts are made to rectily
this predicament by nlmkin‘
Jegends on the lavatory wal
imploring: "Please pull the
chain before leaving.” Although
the please may be underlined,
a number of people delight in
refraining. :

It is those who live in a cily
who give the city its distinctive
colour, the civic authorities
and the citizens have to play
their reciprocal roles if the
city is to have beauty and joy.
Naturally, day to day trials and
tragedies will be there. Neo
city dweller Is immortal, after
all 1 If the city is to be beauti-
ful. fts inhabitants must feel
the touch of such wondrous

magic inside themseclves. Once
the process begins, it becomes
a cycle. Emily Dickinson noted
that a banquet is ‘'mean’ unless
one carries the mood of
‘feast’ inside one, or “The table
is not laid without/Til it is
latd within'. — Il



