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Hezb won't resume attacks
on Kabul airport

ISLAMABAD, Scpt

Alghanistan's dissident nuH-'
Island faction said on Saturday
taken

control of all ap-
roules o Kabul but had
mediators' re-
not to resume attacks
he Capital's airport, re-
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mpletely sur-
a Hexb

) raising questions
about the ellectivencss ol the

in Hek-
matyar not te forec closure of

the airpori

threat ... has been
pulpuntd at the request of
the mediatory council,” Alghan
news agency sald.

The tors said that in
return they would try to con-
vince the government to stop
shelling Hezb positions elsc-
where, the Hezb official in
Peshwar said.

The fundamentalist Hezb,
nominally a partner in the
four-month-old I[slamic gov-
ernment, had adopled a con-
cillatory approach becausc it
did not want 1o be blamed as
negotiators Lry to silence Lhe
guns, the Hezb official said.

But he said fightin

still raging in the north be-
tween Hezb fighters and
formerly communist militia

now absorbed into the gov-
emment army.

Hekmatyar maintains the
government has failed to
comply with lasi month’'s

ceasclire by not erdering the
militia, his bitter enemics, out
of Kabul

The militant's defection to
the Mujahideen helped topple
the communist government,
but Hekmatyar brands them
traftors,

In Kabul, a ministry of de-
fence said a drive
to rid capital of unautho-
riscd armed men was making
progrcss.

Xinhua adds: Pakistan and

Iran have agreed to fully coop-
crate on the Alghanistan issue.

The common understand-
ing was reached between Ira-
nian President Rafsanjani and
the Pakistan leadership after
the two sides had in-depth
discussion on the situation in
Afghanistan during Ralsan-
Jjani's recent visit to F'l.khl.ln

H.ABUL An Afghan cnuph sit in a car on the way to celehralmg their wedding in Kabul on

Saturday.

As life in the capital returns to normal capital, people go on with plans which

were interrupted by the factional fighting between rival Mujahideen groups

— AFP/UNB photo_
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US starts emergency

WASHINGTON, Sept 13
The United States an
emergency reliefl to
lHoddur, Somalia, on Saturday
to help people suflering from
[amine on by civll con-
flict and drought, the US

for International De-

velopment satid, reports
Reuter.

The United States is
delivering food to in
Belet Weyne and Soma-
la, and Wajir,

About 15 tonnes of US-de-
nated corn meal will go to
Hoddur, bringing the total
amount of donated food to So-

| malia and Kenya by United

States to nearly 2,600 tonnes,
USAID said.

AP adds : The Red Cross
and the United Nations hawve

| announeced plans to sharply in-

crease the amount of food sent
to Somalta. But the UN kept on
hold plans to airdrop lood in

remote villages saying it needs

airlift to Somalia

more time to prepare on the

ground.

the international effort to

food to hundreds of

of starving Somalis, and the
United Sates expanded its re-
lief operation.

A group of officials from the
British Development Minister
Baroness Chalker, on Saturday
began a two-day visit 10 assess
the situation in Somalia and In
reflugee camps in ecastern

Kervya.
t and warfare

have killed at least 100,000
Somalis this year, and the
United Nations says another 2
million could die within weecks
if sufficient food is not deliv-
ered soon. The country has
fallen into anarchy since the
ouster of President Mo-
hammed Siad Barre in January
1991

Floods, landslides

claim 220 in Kashmir|

NEW DELHI, Sept 13 : Hea-
vy rains have t red floods
and landslides in the northern

Jammu-Kashmir state, killing
220 people, destroying houscs
and disrupling traMe,
news r:;ortl said Sunday,

The Times of Indila news-

per said 119 people died
K:Nrit: varfous parts ol the
state. than 600,000 peco-

ple were marooned in scveral
northwestern border districts
since the floods began Tues-
day, the said.

It more than halfl of the
deaths occurred in the moun-
tainous Kashmir Valley where

Muslim gucrillas are fighting

. for nulnnurny or independence

against whal they say is cor-
rupt and oppressive Indian
rule,

The foeds damaged or
swept away several bridges
connected to roads, which
were closed to traffic for the
fourth running day Saturday,
the reports said. Telephone
communications also were af-
feeted.

Troops conducting relief
and rescue operations in the
border villages airlifted about
300 pecople to safcr areas, the
papcr said.

BRAEFLY

Path founder captured :

Abiniael Gueman, the former philosophy professor who

foundced the violent Maoist Shining Path movement,

was

caplured late Saturday, police said, reports AP from Lima.

The secrctive Guzman directed the Shining

years in its terror ca

The rmment blames the
billion in economic d
died in

other guerilla movement.

Most of the victims have been h
the crossfire between sccurity forcesand

earthquakeshitAlaska.m

Two

Path for 12

against the government.

group for more than dirs 22

. More than 25,000 people have
political violence involving the Shining Path and an-

ighland u mughl
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earthquakes rattled arcas South of Anchorage Saturday, but

there were no
reports AP from

mu of injuries or damage, officials said,

A moderate earthquake shook Kodiak for about 30 scconds
Saturday moming, rousing residents from bed, said Charlotte
Rowe, scismologist at the Earthquake Information Center in

Fairbanks.

It was centered 90 miles (145 km) southwest of the town,
and registered 5.7 on the Richter scale, the Alaska Tsunami

Warning Center in Palmer re
A quake measurin
Cordova, about 145 m

Tsunami Warning Center.

ported.

4.5 on the Richter scale
(233 km) southeast of .
late Friday, said Guy Urban, geophysicist for the

shook
A.lll

Bomianteamarrwestoha..n

nt delega

leaders on the
AFP from

Qatari News Agency

tion arrived in Doha Satu
tﬂh Qatari officials on the first leg of a tour to b

for
Gulf

puﬂt of Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
said the

included '’ the

an Minister of Urban Affairs, Munis Jahic, as well as
Minister of Supplies Alija Delimustalfic.
Their mission is to inform Gulfl leaders on the “difficult

situation of Muslims and refugecs in Bosnia-Herzegovina in
the wake of Serbian attacks,” the QNA said.

Actor Perkins dead : acor Anthony

Perkins, known for his starring role in Alfred Hitchcock's
thriller "Psycho,” dicd Saturday ol complications relating to
AIDS, a family spokeswoman sald. He was 80, reports AFP

ﬁmnl.m
;:lufully at his Hollywood home with his
iﬂ-ﬂml‘l keswoman Leslee Dart.
She a statement zmrum;:mﬂ:m

many Hiﬂl:uutlhildhulehﬂod'l , but |
believe it was sent to teach people how to love and under-
stand and have compassion for cach other.”

Quake kills 8 in Zaire : i poweriul

earthquake in castern Zaire killed at least t people and
ﬂTlntHMhrcm according to res re
by the Belglan branch of Medical Charity Medicins Sans
Frontiers,

Sunday.
A spokesman for the organisation in Brussels told AFP the
death toll should not exceed about 20, but more complete
m“ﬂnﬂlhlﬂﬂﬁhhlnﬂhrﬂhnun.

He said the quake

hit & “»

inhabited” region early

Friday, measuring 6.7 points on the Rechter Scale.

Jackson leads
Clinton's voter

registration drive

WASHIGNTON, Sept 13: Bill
Clinton kicked off a national
voter registration drive Satur-
day that will be led by Jesse
Jackson in an cffort o add
thousands of black volers lo
the rolls tn anticipation they
will vote the Democratic
ticket, reports AP.

But tions rcemained as
to whet relations betwecn
the men have warmed in Lhe
wake of Jackson's complaints
of a "Push-ofl" stralcgy by the
Clinton campaign.

Jackson sought to add the
first un tered volers (o
poll books during the seventh
annual Black Family Reunion
here, m the voie “has so
much power

Clinton workers
said the drive would include
300 events in 30 citics.

close of a mecting here,
ministerial council also said it

Serbs fail to meet UN deadline

SARAJEVO, Sept 13 : Serb
forces have [atled tn fully mect
a deadline to place heavy
weapons under UN supervi-
sfon, but oflicials said the pro-
cess had begun and they
blamed heavy fighting lor the

, reports AP,

UN oflicials on Saturday
said the Serbs complied
around Sarajcvo but not around
Bithac and Jaice, where
Croatian radio reported heavy
fighting.

"Although this process is
not yet completed, we believe
this is a start,” UN envoy Cyrus
Vance said {(n DBelgrade,
Yugoslavia.

European Community for
ceign ministers mecling ncar
Hatficld, England, agrced

Saturday to support a US pro-
posal to impose a “No-[ly” zone
over Bosnia and said Secrbia
should be denied Yugoslavia's
scat at the United Nations.

But they decided to held ofl
on any action alter their peace
negotiator, Lord Owen, re-
ported the Bosnian Serbs had
partially complied with the
weapons deadline.

Sarajcvo was relatively
quict, but overnight artillery
and small-arms [ire were re.
ported around western sub-
urbs. The Bosnian Health
Ministry reported 31 pecople
killed and 189 wounded across
Bosnia in the 24-hour period
ending noon Saturday.

Fighting also was reported
around thc castern city of

(Golden Lion
award for
Chinese film

VENICE, Italy. Scpt :
The Chinese film "Qiu Ju Da
Guansi” ("The Story of Qiu Ju",
by Zhang Yimou, won the
Golden Lion Award at the 49th
Venice film festival Saturday,
Reports AFP.

The story of a simple Chi-
nese country woman who
searches for justic in the face
of a harsh rural dispute also

actress award lor

&&l‘lcﬁin‘ lady, 26-ycar-old

Yimou won a Silver Lion al
Venice last year for his previ-
ous [ilm, “Raise the Red
Lantcrn,” also starring Gong Li.

Silver Lions this year went
to UN Cocur En Hiver, by
Frenchman Clausde Sautet, the
Spanish Film ‘Jamon Jamon,'
by Juan Jose Bigas Luna, and
‘Hotel De Lux' by Romanian Di-
rector Dan Pita.

Jack Lemmon, 67, was
awarded best actor fer his role
as Shellcry Levene, a real es-
tate employee whose job fis
threatened by reccssion in
"Glengarry Glen Ross,”™ by
James Foley.

Gorazde

More than 10,000 people
have been killed in six months
ol warfare since DBosnia's
Muslims and Croats voted on
Feb. 29 for independence,
touching ofl a Serb rebellion.

Under a recent agreement,
[losnian Serbs were o place
Lthetr tanks and rocket launch-
crs around Sarajevo, Gorazde,
Bithac and Jadee under UN su-
pervision by Saturday

All four are predommantly
Muslim or Huuﬁm and Croat
cittes that have been under
sicge by Serbs.

Vance said in a statement
that the Serbs had [inished
moving weaponry al ]| sites
around Sarajevo, but not in

Bthac, in nurthwrnltrn Hq:r:nln

or Jajce, about 100 kilometers
(60 miles) northwest of
Sarajevo. The former US
Secretary of State said the
Serbs had already moved thetr
guns away [rom Gorazde.

"The monitoring has begun
for all the positions in
Sarajevo, and we expect the
same in Bithac and Jailce this
weckend,” sald Shannon Boyd,
a spokeswoman for the UN
Protection Force in Zagreb,
Croatia.

Lt. col. Richard Oray, the
scnjor UN officer monfttoring
compliance with the agree-

ment, said Bosnian rnvrrn
ment troops had ple to
rfrmlt UN monitoring of what

heavy guns they have
around Sarajevo

Saddam'’s brother suggests I Thais begin
- press freedom 1n Irag

BAGHDAD, .Sept 13: A
brother of President Saddam
Hussein said in a ncwspaper
commenlary on Saturday that
the government should intro-
duce press [reedom as a first
step towards political reform,
reports Reuter.

Barzan Al-Tikriti, a former
intclligence chiel and Iraq's
envoy to the UN the Genceva,
said the creation of a multi-
parly system in lragq would be
impossible without press [ree-
dom.

“"We cannot cstablish
democracy withoul granting
the [reedom of the press olh-
erwisc we would be construct-
ing a buflding without founda-
tions,” he added in the com-
mentary published in the gov-
ernment newspaper Al-
Jumhourtyah.

The commentary, which he
said represcnted a personal
view, urged the government to
end its monopoly on the press
by allowing ihdividuals and po-
litical groups to publish their
OWTl Nnewspapers.

“Frecedom of the press will
be achicved when the govern-

ment relinquishes its contrgl |

ol Lthe newspapcrs.”

iraq has six newspapcrs
Jumhouriyah, the ruling Baath
Party Daily Al-Thawra and the
defence ministry newspaper
Al-Qadissiyah are all state
owned.

Saddam's cldest son Uday
owns the Daily Babil, a sports
daily, Al-Baath Al-Ridaim and
two weeklics, Rafidain and Al-

The government aiso has a
weckly magazine — Alel Ba.

"Press [reedom materialiscs
when L stays away (rom inllu-
ence,” Tikritd said.

"The government has no
right to prevent a citizen [rom
issuing a newspapcr. Every
citizen has the right to publish
a ncwspaper,” he added.

“Press [reedom is a right of
the people.”

Tikriti's call was the third
in _less than a weck for reform
in Iraq.

On Monday, Uday called for
democratic reforms to thwart
what Iraq dubs western at-
tempts to dismcmber the

cou nuI _

voting

BANGKOK, Scpt 13 : Thai
eligible volers began casting
their ballots this morning o
sclect Lheir [avourite candi
dates [or the House of Repre-
scnlatives, reports Xinhua.

The general election, the
sccond one within this yecar,
will produce 360 house repre-
scntatives, or members of par-
liament (MPs) from over 2,400
candidates [rom a dozen polit-
ical parties. The previous elec-

tion was held in March. The'

clection was held here today
following the May incident, in
which the military opened fire
on demonstrators who en-
gaged in activities ol opposing
non-clected persons to be ap-
pointed prime minister.

Today's poll is rather im-
portant for the political parties
because getting more house
scats will lead a party to be-
come a core in the nextl gov-
ernment and the party leader
will have a better chance to be
the prime minister.

In Bangkok, the polling ac-
tivfties are apparently normal
and no incident has becn re-

_Eorll:d so far.

Arab League against interference

in Iraq's internal affairs

CAIRO, Sept 13: Forcign
Ministers of the Arab Lcague
countries said Saturday thcre
must be “respect for the prin-
ciple of non-interference in in-
ternal affairs of Iraq”, reports
AFP.

The statement stressed the
need to respect this principle
"in line with the charter of the
United Nations, intcrnational
law and resolutions of thc
Security Council.”

The ministers’ stand was
not spelled out in a formal res-
olution, in order not to upsct
the Gull states, but expressed

in a statement ready by league
Secretary
Meguid.

-Gencral Esmat Abdel

In the statement read at the
the

was “concerned to prescrve
thc independence of Imag, the
unity of its peoplc and its ter-
ritorial integrity.”

Al the start ol the meeting,
Abdcl Mceguid urged the West
to be more flexible in its dis-
o Pute with Libya over the
* Lockerbie bombing.

Mcanwhile AP adds
Arab Leaguc and Egypt on
Saturday threw their full
weight behind the United Arab
Emirate in its dispute with
Persian Iran over sovereignty
of three islands.

The lcague also called for
prescrving Iraq's indepen-
dence, its territorial Integrity,
unity of its people and non-in-
terference in its internal af-
fairs.

Arab League

- The

Secrelary

General Esmat Abdel Mcguid

told reporters at the end of
Saturday's session that the
resolution on lraq was taken
alter reviewing the dangers
that could result from interfer-
ing in that country’s internal
aflairs.

He said the UAE-Iran dis-
pute over the islands was
added to the Council's agenda
Saturday.

Egypt and a number of Arab
countries fear that restricting
the control of the Iraqi gov-
ernment over {ts territories in
the north and south would in
effect divide that country into
three states and help Iran
spread its political influence
and its version of Islam in the
arca

Standing besides the

United Arab Emirates in hold-
ing on to full sovereignty of the
Abu Musa island, and giving to-
tal support to all measures it
takes to assure its sovereignty
over the island, s an impor-
tant issue,” Abdel-Meguid told
the opening session.

Abdel-Meguid was speaking
at the biannual meeting of Arab

League foreign ministers. The

mecting was attended by 10

foreign ministers and 11 min-
{sters of state and permanent
representatives of the mem-
bers.

Egypt's Foreign Minister,
Amr Moussa, who takes over as
head of the Arab League
Council for the next six
months, echoed Abdel
Mecguid's sentiments.

I movement,

HK grants asylum to
30 Chinese dissidents

HONG KONG, Sept 13:
Hong Kong has quietly granted
political asylum to some 30
dissidents who fled China in
the wake of the 1989 crack-
down on the pro-democracy

A newspaper re-
ported here today, says AFP.

The Sunday Morning Post
said as many as BOO mainland
asylum seckers —more than
double previous estimates —
had crossed into the territory
since the Tiananmen Square
massacre of June 4, 1980

The newspaper, which did
not identify its sources, said
the number of rejected asylum
seckers deported back to

Off the

China was also much higher
than previously thought.

Albert Ho Chun-Yan, a
leader of the Hong Kong Al-
lance in support of the patri-
otic democratic movement of
China, confirmed there was a

up of Chinese dissidents

re who had been given per-
mission to stay, but declined to
cite the number of people in-
volved.

The Sunday Morning Post
said rnment ollicials re-
fused to discuss the “politically
sensitive” issue, ahead of policy
announcements by Governor
Chris Patten Tlcd to aflfect
the British colony's delicate
relationship with China.

Record
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New world order places
women in the kitchen?

STOCKHOLM: With their numbers declining in parlia-

ments worldwide, female le
the “new world order” may
kitchen, reports AP,

lace in

in the

tors {ear that their
— 80 to speak — bac

The number of women in the world's parllaments fell from

a peak of almost 15

the lowest figure since 1975.
“This is depressi

mentarian who jol

per cent in 1988 to 11 per cent last year,

" sald Anita Gradin, a Swedish parlia-
other lemale lawmakers for a six-day

special confcrenge about declining female representation be-
ing held by the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

The organization, formed more than a century ago to l‘|:n'|:1—
mote democracy, brings together about 500 legislators from
1 18-member parliaments twice a year.

Delegates in Stockholm said there had been a rise in con-

servatism following

the democratic revolutions in the former

East bloc and that women olten were the first to lose their

jobs at a time of recession.

The 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union, for example, con-
tributed to a sharp decline in the number ol women parlia-

mentarians.

"When we gained independence, it was impossible to start
fighting for women's rights since nobody, not even men, had

any rights,”

said Nijole Ozelyte-Vaitickuniene, one of 13

women in Lithuania's 14]-seat parliament.

Childbirth — women's only

route to economic security

WASHINGTON: Attitudes towards women in many develop-
ing countrics are the most important factor in population

and a leading cause of pove

rty, according to a report

y the Worldwatch Institute, a US "think tank”, reports

Reuter.

"Gender bias in subsistence economies ranges from wage

discrimination, to exclusion from development programmes,
to ltgnl barriers to owning land, to systematic violence against
women,” the report says.

Gender bnu kecps population growth rates high the report
says, because childbirth becomes a' woman's only route to
economic security.

Although rises in female literacy have been linked to de-
clines in the birthrate, according to the report, the gender
gap in literacy has widened. In a 15-year period, the number
of women unable to read grew by 54 million while r.hc num-
ber of {lliterate men grew unljr four million.

First thighbone cancer
operation in China

BEIWING: Chinese doctors have succeeded in replacing the
entire thighbone and knee for a bone cancer patient, r:pon:
Xinhua.

" This was the first such operation ever done in China.
The operation was conducted jointly by Fan Yushan and

Jing Hai of the No 309 army hospital, with the artificial joints
provided patient was a young male farmer [rom Henan
province. Observation over the two montHs after the opera-
tion showed that the patient can walk well with little discom-

fort.

India may surpass China as most populous country

NEW DELHI, Sept 13: India has been unable
to contain its population explosion by encour-
aging sterilization and may displace China as
the most populous nation carly in the nexi
century, says a study rcleased Monday, reports

AP,

India s adding more pcople lo the world's
population than any other country, accounting
for onc of every five births, according to the

rt..

Although discredited by experts, steriliza-
tion remains the most widely
birth control in India. Government officials are
only il they meet or fall
short of sterilization targets, so many do not
bother to promote reversible contraception
like condoms and birth control pills.

As a result, birth control has not really
caught on, especially among younger women,
said the 60-page report by the Population Cri-
sis Committee, as non-profit organization In
Washington. It said about 45 'Pe

rewarded or penalized

couples use conltraception,
per cent of China.

*From a demographic perspective,

used form of

r cent of Indian
ar below the 72

may be the world's most critical country,

report said, "With its young age prolile and
continuing increase in women ol childbearing
age, its pﬂpulnlinn could exceed 2 billion be-

fore stabilizing.”

" the

India was one of the first countries to begin

trying to lower its birth rate, but a culture that
values big families has been resistant. Many In-
dian couples will not stop having children untl

they have at least two sons because they believe

said.

India

males are superior,

Although the government's campaign has
succeeded in dropping the average number ol
births for Indian women to 4 from around 6,
India lags other populous countries. The aver-
age is 2.5 in China.

India's estimated pop
is growing about 2 per cent annually, or more
than 17 million people each year, the study

ulation of BBl million

"If present trends continue, India will sur-
pass China as the most populous country early
in the next century,” said the Crisis Commit-
tee, a privately financed organization that has

studied population trends for 27 years.

In a separate report, It was more optimistic
about China, which has 1.2 billion pcoplc and
has long been striving to slow its growth.

China has promoted the one-child family as
the tdeal, using rcewards and punishments to
persuade people to comply. As a result, average
family size fell by 60 per cent in two decades.

“If current efforts continue, the question
appears to be when, not if, China will achieve
an essentially stable population,” the report

sadd.

Since the number of women in their peak
child-bearing years will increase this dccade,
however, China's population likely will grow
well into the 21st century, adding at least a
half billon people before stabilizing, the study

said.

Government officials in China and India
would not comment on the projections.

India has stressed sterilization for 17 years.

When Prime Mmister Indira Gandhi de-
clared emergency rule in 1975, her son San-
jay, a powerful political figure who wanted to

to 8.3 million.

from

curb the population, encouraged states to
practice forced sterilization. In just one year,
the number of sterilizations more l.hm tripled,

Widespread resentment :w:ntunlly led to
demonstrations, riots against family planning
and a general election that drove Mrs Gandhi
power in 1977. Many politiclans re-

sponded by playing down the importance of
family planning.

In 1984, Mrs Gandhf's elder son, Rajlv, be-
came prime minister and began to expand

contraceptive choices. But even today, federal

"The

rently o

grants to states are based on the number of
sterilizations and there are no incentives for
other contraceptive methods.

Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao says he
wants to reduce the emphasis on
and to encourage the use of IUDs, birth control
pills and condoms.
government has yet to demonstrate
that it can bring about fundamental changes in

Lh!:ﬂjrlhefunﬂyﬂlf-ummhcur
rganized and |

report by the Population

sterilization

lemented,” said the
risis Commitiee.

Pak defence

minister to
visit China
ISLAMABAD, Sept 12: Pak-
istani Defence Minister Ghous
Al{ Shah said on Saturday he
would visit China next month
for talks on defence collabora-
tion, Radio Pakistan reported,
says Reuter.

Shah gave no precise dates
for his visit, it said.

Prime Minister Nawaz fis
due to visit China from October
6to 1]1. The radio did not
if the defence minister wm:ﬁ
accompany him.

Islamabad's reliance .on
Chinese military supplies and
technology has grown since
the United States halted eco-
nomic and aid in 1990
over worries Pakistan had
stepped up efforts to develap
nuclear weapons.



