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Lendl beats Becker in

’ ] NEW YORK, Sept

Y ®: Ivan Lendl
advaneced to the
quarter-finals of
the US Open
Tuesday night

PAY

with a 6-7 (4/7), 6-2, 6-7
(4/7), 6-3, 6-4 victory over

Boris Becker that took a
record five hours, report agen-
cles.

In fact, Wednesday morning
had rolled around when Lendl|
sealed the see-saw battle with
a backhand passing shot with
5:01 showing on the court
clock.

The ninth day of the tour-
nament was packed with
marathon matches.

Defending champion Stefan
Edberg took four hours and 18
minutes to beat Richard
Krajicek 6-4, 6-7 (6/8), 6-3,
3-6, 6-4.

Fourth-seéded Michael
Chang beat number 14 MaliVai
Washington 6-2, 2-6, 3-6, 6-3,
6-1 in a match that lasted
three and a halfl hours.

In another fourth-round
match, Wayne Ferreira beat
Emilio Sanchez 6-2, 6-4, 2-6,
6-4.
The Lendl-Backer match
was the Jongest at the US
Open since the introduction of
tie-breakers in 1970.
The previous record was
Mats Wilander's four hour, 55
minute victory over Lendl in
the 1988 final.
"You have fto keep trying,
that's the only way,” said Lend]l.
"l finally made some break
points and that turned it
around.”
Becker, who had a 24-9
record in five-setters going
into the match, fended off two
break points in the seventh
game of the decider, before
Lendl broke him with a fore-
hand passing shot.
“That was the turming point
for him,” Becker said. "After
that he had some air.”
In the final game, every
point was grceted by eheers
from the keyed up crowd.
Lendl set up double match
point with a service winner,
then blasted the backhand past
the German on the next point.
"It was a hard struggle for
both players,” Becker said.
“l had chances to do some-
thing, and | didn't",
Edberg, thc sccond seed,
had lost to thc 15th-seeded
Krajicck in two previous meet-
ings.
* He said the experience
ned in winning five Grand
titles stood him in good

stead.
~ "I hag ap advantage over
him, because | havé played
enough Slams to krdw that
what it takes to come through

Ninth seed Ivan Lendl, the Czeech-

o

™ American, yells

as he wins match point during his five-hour and one

minute marathon match

against Boris Becker of Germany

" at Flushing Meadow on Tuesday. Lendl won 6-7, 6-2, 6-7, 6-

3, 6-4. _ -
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doris Becker

ermany is infuriated by a controversia
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line-call in hig epic_ fourth round US Open clash against

lvan Lendl on Tuesday.
the matches,” he sald.
Edberg, whe had

not

— Btar TV ghoto
dropped a set in his previods
three maiches, said It was a

thon match

reliefl to get through a tough
one.
“It's good to push yourself
physically and mentally,” he
said. “Playing a match like this
is like 20 or 30 hours of prac-
tice,”

EDBERG EXTENDED

Edberg blew a chance to
wrap up the match early when
he sloppily slapped two volleys
into the net at the end of
tic-breaker, and he looked like
a loser when he fell behind 1-3
in the filth set.

“To be down a break in the
filfth set, it was not Eond
news,” Edberg said. "But

somchow | mlna?cd to get
back in the match. | fought the

way through.” \

And he had a little help
from Krajicek, who let one ball
float by that virtually cost him
the match.

- Krajicek was serving at 30-
40, up a break at 3-2 in the
fifth set, when he boomed a
scrve to Edberg's backhand,
Ebderg leaped almost horizon-
tally to the court, stretching
his racket and body as far as
possible, and softly popped a
windblown return. Krajicek
had come in behind his serve
but he had plenty of time to
backpedal and put the ball
away with an overhead.
Instead, thinking it was going
long, he let it drift over his
head and watched dumb-
founded as it landed 8 inches
in from the corner.

That break-point was all the
encouragement Ebderg nee-
ded. He held at love to go
ahcad 4-3, and after an ex-
change of services, Ebderg
holding off two break points,
he watched Krajicek make an-
other crucial mistake — an
casy forehand volley into the
net at match point.

“This was a match | really
wanted because | lost to him
twice,” said Ebderg, who
showed more emotion than
usual, throwing a towel after
losing the second set and
punching his fist repeatedly in
the fifth set. "I had never
beaten Richard. | said to my-
self before today. | am going
to give everything | have.”

Chang, the 1989 French
Open champion, reached the
quarter-finails of the US Open
for the first time.

1 was able to play another
style other than just at the
back.,” he said. "1 was able to
attack, | was able to hit a few
volley.”

Washington, in his first
Grand Slam round of 16, said
he could not be dissatisfied
with the result.

‘1 thought | did what |
wanted to do,” he said. "He just
came up with better shots.”

Dav I soccer
Sports Reporter

Muslim Institute by the
odd geal in the three won in
the Sonali Second Division
football league yesterday at the
Dhaka Stadium.

Babu of Muslim scored from
& penalty and Palash doubled
the margin for the winners

Raja of Lalbagh Sporting
Club pulled back one from a
spot kick

Earlier in the first match of
the day. at the same venue,
Prantik Krira Chakra shared
points with City Club

Both teams scored one each
in the dull encounter under
the blazing sun and sweltering
heat.

Fayez Noor scored for
Prantik while Rezaur Rahman
Sagar drew level for city

The league resumes tomor-
row after today s break

SB karate

results

Sports Reporter
Mechammed Baset of
Bangladesh Martial Art

Association was the first man
and Mosammal Jinu of DOHS
Club was the first woman 1o
pick gold medals on the first
day of the three day-long
Sadharan Bima Karate champi-
onship that got underway yes-
terday at the jude room of the
National ing Centre.
Ninety-five karatckas in-
cluding 32 women off 56 clubs

Angry fans feel cheated

NEW YORK, Sept
®: Scores of
tennis fans
became infuriated
when US Open
officials suddenly
swilchced the eagerly-awaited
Ivan Lendl-Borts Becker match
from the alternoon to the
evening session on Tuesday,
reports Reuter

"They chealed me dut of
money,” said Ralael Rovite of
New Jersey, one of 100-150
fans who clamoured for satis-
faction after begin forced 1o
leave the stadium before the
7:30 pm (2330 GMT) start of
the Decker and Lendl fourth-
round showdown of former
champions.

“This is the first and last
time I'm coming here.”

‘I'm even returning the
shirt | bought because | don |
want anybody to know | came
here.”

Tournament officials de-
layed the match afler the day
scasion, starting at 11 am,
featured a nearly 4-1/2-hour
match between Stefan Edberg
and Richard Karajicek and a
two-hour quarter- between
Mary Joe Fernandez and
Gabricla Sghating.

"Al 7:30 we will have up-

-

wards of 20,000 people show
up and we can not have a
match on Stadium Court that
E(:Ir:htl.llly could run two-three
ours past 7:30." said tourna
meént director Stephen Devoe
of the prospect of Becker-
Lendl not beginning until
nearly 8:00 pm. “There would
be a salety problem and a
praciical pmhﬁ-m,'

concerns did nothing
lo alleviate angry fans, who
paid 27 dollars for a ticket.
expecting to sce three Sta-
dium Court matches.

“T'm not coming back.” said
Matthew Saadat of New York.

“We are getting two-thirds
of the afternoon session, not
the full sesstion.”

Fnur 3ecker fans had ar
rived from Germany on Mon-
day just to watch their hero
play

“it's really bad and we never
warnl to come back again.” said
Anna Poczia

Though Devoe sympathised
with the [a: s, he could ofler no
assurance it would not happen
Agun

“The stmple thing would be
just 1o schedule to matches on
the stadium but that we feel
would be short-changing the
fans.”

Brasilia ATP

tour called off

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 9:
The 240,000 Brasilia ATP ten-
nis tournament, due to be held
in the Brazilian capital from
September 12 to 20, has been
cancelled because of Brazil's
political crisis. the organisers
saild on  Tuesday, reports
Reuter,

Tawaric Promotions said in
a statement that the decision
was laken because of “the
lense political atmosphere in
the city and public demonstra-
lions planncd from Septem-
ber | | onwards”.

DBrazilfan ctties have been
the scenc of demonstrations
against the government in the
last month.

The demonstrations have
been peaceful but the Brasilia
tournament is traditionally
held at a temporary complex
ncar to the congress building.
"We decided not to _rman any
riaks, " said a statement issued
by Tawaric

Jaime Oncins and Lutz Mat-
tar of Brazil, Kaime Yzaga of
Peru, Andres Gomez of
Ecuador and Brayan Sheiton of
the United States were among
the playcrs due to take part.
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competition at the NSC gymnasium.
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Cold keeps Seles

from grunting
NEW YORK, Sept 9t After

all the ecarrying on about the
grun Monica Seles does

during her matches, con-
sider this ultimate of
fronies, reports AP.

The No 1 seed and de-
fend s into

q:hnmﬂlon goe
the “l:_!mlﬂnn of the US

Open with — hang on, now
— laryngitis.

“l have a problem with
:Hevmﬂ'." Seles whispered

r eliminating Patricia Hy
8-1, 6-2 Tuesday.
|  "Are you kidding? A
silent Seles going to be
Jokes tomorrow in the
papers,” she said softly. "But
| just got a cold. | think
there is a virus going
around the locker room. A
lot of players have it. The
thing is, you come off from

ractice and you sit in the
ker room and you (reeze.
The locker room s about
60 degrees (156 C). It is
freezing in there. Sitting In
there for 2-1-2 hours before
your match, you are bound
to catch something.”

Seles has had it for three
days and her temperature
was just over 100 degrees
(38 C) when she tumed the
heat on Hy.

Capitalising on 36 un-
forced errors and conver-
ting five of six break point
opportunities, Seles dispa-
tched her in 556 minutes.

"It was easier than | ex-
pected, but ... it could have
gorre either way,” Seles
rasped. | wasn't feeling

well."

Seles knew the danger
H‘y posed, coming ofl upsets
of two seeded players, Je-
nnifer Capriati and Helena
Sukova. "] wanted to keep
her as far from me as |
could not let her get into
the match,” Seles said.

"1 think in the
she was probably a little
nervous. She was trying
some different tactics
against me and [ was just
responding to them pretty
well. | was playing pretty
well "

Quietly, too. .

Seles said the virus
made her a little dizzy on
the court. Doctors have
prescribed antibioties and
she has two days off before
she must, face Mary Joe
Fernandez in the semifinals.
"Hopefully, that is going to
help me,” she said.

Sidek leads in
Malaysian Open
badminton

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9:
Defending champion Rashid
Sidek defeated India's Ajay
Kumar t© lead the top secds
into the third round of the
180,000 US dollars Malaysian
Open badminton champt-
onship here Wednesday, re-
ports AFP.

Rashid, Malaysia's number
one and secking a hattrick
crown in the five-day meet
marred by the absence of no-
table world class players, bun-
dled out Ajay Kumar 15-5, 15-
1.

Danish Olympic bronze

medallist Thomas Stuer-Lau- -

ridsen, considered the biggest
threat to Sidek, outclassed his
weak Malaysian opponent
Davincy Saha 15-2, 15-8 in
their second round encounter.

The match was his first of
the tournament as all seeded
players skip the first round.

Lauridsen is seeded number
iwo behind Rashid, although
he has beaten the Malaysian frr
all their three previous en-
counters, Including in the
quartcr-finals at the Barcelona
Olympics.

China's top prospect, third
sced Wu Wenkai, beat another
Malaystan, Azahan Othaman,
I15-4, 15-12 to crulse into the
third round. Indonestans Alan
Budi Kusuma and Ardy
Wiranata, the Olympic gold and
silver medallists. are among
the notable absentees, while
China's world champion, Zhao
Jianhua, is only playing in the
mixed doubles.

In the women's section, top
seced and Barcelona bronze
medalitst Huang Hua met lttle
resistance from Malaysia's
Kuak Sicok Choon, winning
11-1. 11-3

Biman meet ends

The 16-day annual indoor
games of Biman concluded at
the Biman press building in
the city yesterday, reports
Bss,

A total of 174 Biman em-

Sports Reporter _
Shantir Bazar Jubo ngha

shared two points and six

in thetr m“ match of
the third Mustafa Gold
Cup soccer tournament b

at the Dhaka Dakshin
Stadium yesterday

S

Top-seeded Monica Seles of Yugulnw’n makes a double-

L

fisted backhand return in her quarterfinal match against
Canadian Patricia Hy at Flushing Meadow, NY on
Tuesday. Seles made it to the last four by winning in

straight sets.

NEW YORK, Sept
9: World number
one Monica Seles
brought high-fly-
ing Canadian Pat-
ricia Hy back do-
wn lo carlh with a thud on
Tucsday as the top-seeded
defending champion marched
into the semifinal of the US
Open championships, report
agencics.

Seles, playing with a virus
and sore throat, nevertheless
needed just 55 minutes to end
Hy's upset run 6-1, 6-2, on a
hot, sunny day at the National
Tennis Centre.

Due to the rash of u in
the_women's draw, will
face her first sceded opponent
in the semifinals when she
takes on seventh-seeded
American Mary Joe FernAndez.

Fernandez, the Olympic
doubles champion, abandoned
her usual steady baseline tac-
tics to upsct fourth-seeded Ar-
gentine Gabriela Sabating 6-2,
-6, 6-2.

The Cambodian-born Hy did
Scles a huge favour by taking
Olympic champion Jennifer
Capriati out in a stunning
third-round upset.

Capriati had vowed to
avenge last year's narrow semi-
final defcat to Seles, but
thanks to Hy, never got the
chance.

Bul Seles showed no grati-
tude on Tuesday, punishing
the 36th-ranked Canadian with
her rclentless, powerful two-
fisted groundstrokes to take

& 5

abatini,
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Hy

her place in the fin

Sabatini, the 1990 cham-
pion, hardly seemed aware
that she was playing in the
sccond weck of a Grand, Slam
as Fernandez rolled out to a 5-
O first set lead.

Sabatini seemed to wake up
and took charge in the second
sct to level the match.

"The first five games |
hardly made any mistakes,”
Fernandez said. "She started
playing a little better in the
second.”

Fernandez, taught a painful
lesson she never forgot in an
Open loss to Sabatini two years
ago, reversed roles Tuesday.

Fernandez, seeded No 7,
used the same net-rushing, ag-
gressive style that Sabatini
suddenly and spectacularly
adopted when she won the
1990 Open.

This time it was Fernandez
rushing the net. risking win-
ners, forcing the action, and
Sabatini staying back. This
time when Fernandez took the
lcad at the critical moment,
she kept it, instead of letting it
drift away as she did then, 7-5,
5-7. 6-3 after leading the first
sct 4-1, 40-15.

It took Fernandez months
ol get over that loss, and it
prompted her to change her
coach and style. Harold
Solomon began tutoring her in

1991, convincing her to get off

the bascline and play aggres-

_ sively at the net, and Fernan-

dez showed just how far she's
come nﬂn:t Sabatini.

The Baily Star 1]

Veira's prison
term halved

"BUENOS AIRES, Sept 9
Former Argentine soccer
coach Hector Veira, jafled for
raping a teenage boy, could be
freed shortly, following the
Supreme Court's reduction of
the charge to attempted rape
and halved his six-year prison
sentence, reports Reuter.

Local news agencies said on
Tuesday that Veira, 48, was
overjoyed when his lawyers
told him the Supreme Court
had overturned an appeals
court that had found him guiity
in 1990 of rape.

Veira, a former interna-
tional who coached several lo-
cal and foreign first division
teams, has maintained his in-
noecence.

He was first accused in
1987 of trying to rape the ;
who was 13 at the time. ﬁ
victim's said Veira at-
tacked r son after luring
him into his flat promising
him an au ture,

A local judge first sen-
tenced Velra to four years in

{H in 1989 for attempted rape

ut that same year an appeals
court overturned the decision

and cleared him of all ;

But in 1990 the Supreme
Court ruled evidence been
overiooked and sent the case
lo another appeals court,
which found him guilty of rape
and sentenced him to six years
in jadl.

Tuesday's Supreme Court
ruling said the second appeals
court had overlooked the tes-
timony that found no conclu-
sive evidence that intercourse
had taken place,

The state news Te-
lam said Vetra's lawyers wil)
mmediately request their
xlient's liberty on bail

bid

She broke S-hl;nl at love

in the final game of the third
sct, on the attack all the way to
the last point — a backhand
approach that Sabatini .drove
long.

The 2]-year-old Fernandez,
runner-up to Seles in the Aus-
tralian Open this year, reached
the Open semis for only the
second time in eight years.
Sabatini had net out of
any other Grand Slam event
before the semifinals this year.

" don't think my personal-
ity has changed. | know now
that on the court | have to be

" the aggressor,” Fernandez said.

"l can't be the one o get
the ball back IJ‘:H‘. ;
things to happen to me.

Tm taking advantage of #t
now. I'm playing aggressively.
This was a tough match. Even
the first set, it looked lke |
was winning it easy, but it
wasn't that easy. Gaby is one of
the toughest players out there.
She never gives up and she al-
ways finds ways to win, even {f
she is not playing well. She's
definitely been a great example
for me.”

Sabatint expectéd Fernan-
dez to be on her heels against
Seles.

1 guess Seles will probably
be aggressive,” Sabatini said.

"She is going to to go for
the shots, In&dnltm was very
closc to beating Monica a few
times, and il she takes risk,

she could play a good match,
she could win."

French football pride at

LONDON, Sept 9:
The pride of Fra-
nce is on the line
Wednesday, when
the national socc-
er team kicks ofl
their World Cup campaign in
Dulgaria alter a series of recent
disappointments, re AP

two other teams also starting
campaigns to qualify for 1994,
hope to build on recent suc-
cess.

Noted player-turned-coach
Michel Platini resigned after
France, boasting a European
Championship qualifying re-
cord of eight wins from eight
games, failed to reach the
semifinals in June.

France was a World Cup
semilinalist in 1982 and 19886,
but has never won the coveted
Jules Rimet Trophy.
astrously failed to qualify for
the 1990 Cup in Italy, winning
both home games but losing
three away matches.

Houllter's first game iIn
charge, a 2-0 Joss to Brasil in
Paris two weeks ago. was a
sorry affair. With a 0-1-4
record against Bulgaria, Mou-
ller has to Nt team spirits and
scoring rate.

But striker Eric Cantona,
currently the highest goal
scorer in E ‘s Premier

But Scotland and Sweden, -

They dis- .

Helsinki.

Swedish manager Tommy
Svensson has lost three key
players ‘with injuries for the
game - Tomas Brolin who
playa with Italian club Parma,
defender Janne Eriksson from

‘s Kaiserslautern, and
English club ShefTield
Wednesday's defender Roland
Nilsson.

Despite Finland's opening

“round defeat against Bulgaria,

Svensson is cautious.

| saw that match, and the
Bulgarian victory was far too
bfl," he said. "Besides, Finland
had virtually a completely new
team.”

Sweden qualified for the
European semifinals at the top

Palmeiras plan to
tempt Maradona

BUENOS AIRES, Sept 9:
Brazilian club Palmeiras said
on Tuesday It was still very
keen to sign ntine soccer
star Diego Ma na to a con-
tract despite his determina-
tion to play only for Spanish
chub Sevilla, rts Reuter.

"Formal talks with Mara-
dona’'s representatives will be
held at the appropriate time,"
said Miguel Qorrisen, a
:n-uttnnt for the Parmalat

Ik Coumlm which wants to
contract former Argentine
captain for Palmeiras.

Maradona, who recently

completed a 15- th bun for
taking drugs, s

uﬂ for
Italian club hm
him from contract so that he
can play for Sevilla

Napoli has insisted he

‘complete his contract, which

expires in June next year, de-
spite Maradona's refusal to re-
turn o ltaly. The dispute
being considered by FIFA's
players committee.

stake

of Group One, with defeats of
cventual winner Denmark,
England and a 1-1 tie with
France, but played a disap-
pointing tie Norway in
an exhibition last week.

"We have to return to the
attitude we had during the
European C " Swe-
nsson said. "We must not play
at only 78 per cent of our
capacity, as against Norway re-

cently.” -

The top two teams from
each of the six European quall-
[ying groups advance to the
Worlkd Cup final in the United
States In 1984, France, Swe-
den, Finland, Bulgaria, Austria
and lsrael make up Group Six.

in Group Five, including the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States, Greece and po-

ssibly Yugoslavia — f in-
ternational sanctions nat
them are lilfted —

opens its campaign inst

* Hungary, which sham o a

surprise 2-1 defeat to iceland
in Junl.-,‘

Scotland travels to Swit-
tzerland for their

seen in Sweden and defeated
the CIS 3-0 in their final
But manager Andy
had 0 oancel the squad's first
training session Sunday alter
torrential rl..lln Nooded ;I:
O pitch. Scotland
am for the past five
Cups.
Switzerland thumped Eb»-
tonia 6-0 in their opening
Aug 16, while '
. and Malta open
up One in
| campaign



