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voice of Muhammad (SM), has over the centuries

in wrapping the historical prophet In
of supernatural mysticism. But Muham-
{(SM) influence on Arabian society of the

mad's
time, including his ability to bring the fratricidal
tribes together, or the epoch-making effect of his
personality and message across the world, owed

Muhammad's (SM) honesty, fairmess and sharp
intellect, which were to make him into one of
the finest war-planners and statesmen this world
has ever known, had made his company and
counsel much sought-alter among the more sober
sections of Makkah's populace In the late 6th and
carly 7th centuries.
~ Muhammad's (SM) final vict
Quraish to regain Makkah after the

over the
exile to

Medina, was one of those events which marked a
decisive

turning point in the course of human
His wisdom, as a of peace, as a
men, as a of tr armed with
except an undying faith in e of
and as a political administrator whose
s treatment of the vanquished foe
even his fellow Muslims, was what made
greainess incomparable to the greatness of
other men who preceded or followed him
this world.
owever, the true greatness of Muhammad
was always reflected in one simple fact: he
never claimed greatness for himself, defying
that have d men before and
him, He lived, ate, and prayed like his
, lellow Muslims did. He was the M
not. God Himsell; he was the last prophet,
the Prophet of Islam, not Islam itself; he was the
ide who showed the path, but never claimed to
the path itsell.

The path Muhammad (SM) showed, through
religion of Islam passed down to mankind via
the Prophet’'s voice, was one of spiritual peace,
social emancipation and malterial equitability,
with submission to, fear of and belief in the one
Allah being the pivot of the Faith preached by him
and his [ollowers.

Ironically, but perhaps not surprisingly,
Muhammad's (SM) real achievements began to
unfold before an unsuspecting world after his
death at the age of 63, in the year 633 A.D. The
prophet-soldier-statesman had succeeded in uni-
fying the peninsular tribes under the banner of
one faith: his destruction of the idols at Makkah
had freed men of superstitions and instilled
courage into them; and his example, as a wise
and supremely honest leader, had given the new
Islamic state a foundation from which it ex-
panded east, west., north and south. The
achievement of every Muslim, either as an indi-
vidual or as part of a bigger whole. of yesterday
and today. stand as the true legacy of Muhammad
(SM) of Arabia. No other mortal can claim such a

legacy.
Yeltsin Goes to Japan

The four-day visit to Japan, starting Sunda{l. t:ly
Boris N Yeltsin, the Russian leader, is overshad-
owed by deep-rooted differences between Tokyo
and Moscow over the four disputed Kuril islands.
While the United States has returned to Japan
the territories it occupied during the Second
World War, including Okinawa, the former Soviet
Union has held on the Kuril islands, even after
5:5nln§ a declaration ending the "technical state
of war' with Japan, as dilferent from a peace
treaty signed by other countries. It has been
made clear many times that Tokyo would not care
much for a peace treaty with Moscow unless it
regains its control over the four disputed islands.
Over the decades. the issue has remained an
emotional one with the Japanese people, while
Russians might be looking at the prospect of giv-
ing up the nds as a possible loss of [ace.
Judging b{ statement made from Moscow and
more recently by Yeltsin himself in a television
interview, Russia has taken a hard line, not much
different from that of the former Soviet Union. on
the question of giving back the islands to Japan.
It I1s. indeed. very strange that having seen the
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colla of the former USSR, with so many of the
republics breaking away with Moscow, Russia,
under Yeltsin, should consider it so important to

hang on (o the Kurils even at the risk of jeopardi-
sing the visit of its President to Tokyo. This does
not make sense unless Moscow sees a strategic
tmmrlanct in the Kurils which has been over-
others. Alternately, the maverick Rus-

sian leader may want to demonstrate to his peo-
le that he can be as tough as his predecessors in

in tac issues in fo relations.

The JRt.umual:: detl;o has got his I‘1‘:«111:'1'1;111:hlm
wrong. Japan is inma s jon to help Rus-
sia and, indeed, the m-rhn:nlrw:g the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS) with massive eco-
nomic and technical assistance if Moscow would
give up its control over the disputed islands. Ac-

cording to a Tokyo report, at the present stage,
mma{agru to set up a token fund of
to help Russia train people for its market

_ . while another report suggests that
Russia Z hoping to ﬁet Japanese tion in

about 130 indus pr , with a total cost
an incredibly massive

a hefty,
mm. It is not just the direct assistance
from Japan that Russia needs. Moscow also needs

Tokyo's support in obta ants and loans
from the lmstrlalmd ‘:eu;gcrgnr bloc countries
which act in with their G-7 ner as
as from multilateral ncies, including the
orld Bank. lfllshort. o rmedatheecghnmt

from Ja on a scale unheard
m: bﬂatcrp:lm re ationT between two coun-
tries. There should indeed be a constructive ne-
between Japan and Russia over the Kuril
. However, Yeltsin should accept the fact
that he is in no position to dictate terms, if he
wants his forthcoming visit to Tokyo to be a success,

3

CCORDING to a Chinese
proverb hidden within

‘ every crisia, is an op-

portunity.” | have known
ﬁo le who take It a atep

rther, saying that not only
there Is an opportunity within

but also

important aspect
political life — student politics.

the days of our anti-Briush
struggle. They won the heart of
for their vanguard
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body with some [ringe
ups being outside it
ndamentalists being to-
discredited because of
their support of the genocide
during the liberation war.
After ind dence, stu-
a differ-

TR
s

and the mﬂ&humhmﬂ of mﬁu::
i the common enemy —

istan — disappeared, the
force that held our highly
politicized student community
together became unglued.
However it was the overall
frustrations emanating (rom
the faflure of the government
to live up to the idecals of the
liberation war that did the

Radically shifting gears. the
United States, backed by Saudi
Arabia, is supporting Shiite
Muslim demands for safe have
in a bid to wpple Iraqt
President Saddam Hussein

The policy shift involves a
first-time decision by the
United States and its Gulf War
allies to cooperate closely with
1 Shi'ite opposition groups.
Both Washington and Riyadh
have previously refused
with the Shi'ites because of
their terrorist past, tes (o
Iran and radical rejection of
the West .

Factions of the Shi'tte Dawa
party are widely blamed for the
December 1983 bombings of
the US and French embassies
in Kuwait and strategic Kuwaiti
installations.

The United States also had
misgivings of the Shi'ite's
Saudi-style Muslim orthodoxy.

But Saddam's ability to sur-
vive sustained military pres-
sure and UN economic sanc-
tions have frustrated Wash-
ington and its allies and now
they seem to be charting - a
course that could c the-
political map of the Middle
East

Fraught with risk, the new
strategy could trigger the
break-up of the Iragq! nation
state. But Was n seems to
believe it may start a regional
democratisation process and
may lead to improved relations
between the United States and
Iran for the first ime since
the 1979 lranian occupation of
the US embassy in Teheran.

Western intelligence sour-
ces say they intend to tread
carefully. “If we get it wrong.”
said a source, "there could be
civil meltdown that would
dampen the economies of the
region the emergence ol new
power groups that could

fllilluuanfimmr!Eicnrtlta!Eiezlﬁicrllss]Elta-lﬂtliluﬂhnillgg:

about Student Politics

test damage to the ideo-
basis of our student

. It s place came
politics. Student bodics © be.
came mere extensions of thelr
parent political parties with
narrow and sectarian interests.
With the advent of the un-
elected and non-representa-
tive governments In
Bangladesh, Lthe student poli-
tcs took its worst turn. What
the new dispensers of power
could not get through public
suppart, the mililary auto-
cratic governments tried to
buy or get through offers of
favours and lucrative deals, and

One im i reason
for the "larger life” role of
our student community in na-
tional polities is the ure of
our political parties to bufid up
disciplined cadres who could
spear-head mass movements.
Bein Iur'tl)f filled with 'fair
wealher [riends’ the political

8 have had to depend
upon the students to
give a bite to their mass
movements in the form of
keeping up the momentum,
doing most of the leg work
and, most importantly, engag-
ing in street fights with the
lice — the most potent sym-
| of the strength of any
movement.

The heavy pressure of this
traditton s made further
weighty by the present ruling
party's deeply held belief that
they owe much of their suc-
cess to the students. Being of
recent origin and nol having
party committees In many

of the country, the BNP
was able to take on the older
and notalgja-favoured Awam
League, mainly because it was
able to capture the youth.
Because ol Zia's image as a
[rcedom fighter and Khaleda's
courageous and unwavering
role in the anti-Ershad strug-

., the student community
ked into the BNP fold. Jt is
again due to the BNP students
spreading out into the coun-
tryside, and making up for the
lack of o apparatus
at the grass roots level that,
many feel, the ruling was
able to defeat a sure-footed
Awami in the general
clecyon of February '91.
nlikely, as it may seem,

Begum Zia and Sheikh Hasina
have simflar views as regards

L
{act today is that student -
tiecs has been :..

penetrated
group of youth whe believe in
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the Third View by Mahfuz Anam

the latter the critical
the elections. And so
bent on increasing he
strength — at any cost. Some of
her well wishers would say, at
too much cost. Knowledgeable
sources confide that Begum
Zia's hands -off policy as far as
the students go s largely re-
sponsible for the ineffective
role of the lce In curbing
students violence. Sentor po-
lice officials privatcly express
their (rustrations for nanhr:v
ing the freedom to act in an
eflective and non-partisan
manner.

But all this was before the
recent deaths of five people-
four students and one by-
stander - in a factional fight of
the BNs student wing, Lhe
Jatiyatabadi Chatra Dal WUCD).
It was also belfore Lhe cold
blooded murder of Badal— a
leader of AL's student wing,
the Bangladesh Chatra
(BCL). It was before the lac
tional fight which led o sev.
eral gun-baitles between BCL
and its Montu faction. All this
was before the shide of student
politics into vielence, crime
and murder. Whatever may
have been the experience. the
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When we see school students
MMMMW
of this or that political party, is
it a sign of their political con-
sciousncss or the organising
capacity of the local 'big
brother or ‘sister’ for that
mattier. The students of the
11th or 12th. class- we call
college students- form a size-
able of the student

pporters of poitical parie
su .
Are they really aware of the is-
sues that the different political
parties represent 7 Or are they
simply being used as slogan
chanters? In the olden days
the issues were simple, and
definitely more critical— lan-
guage, cultural rights, auton-
omy, and later independence.
One could understand that we
needed to mobilize the whale
socicty behind those demands,
including the school and col-
lege students. Bul what about
now 7 Do we need to drag the
students out from thetr classcs
and parade them through
sireets Lo demand implemen-
tation of the 19-point pro-
gramme of the BNP or repeal
of the Indemnity Bill? We defl-
nitely think not. A Untversity
student is. however, different.

;
|
!

1
;
;
:

ir
t
in

i3
X
§
:

.

Eli

represen

:

E

rest
If

3
3

a Lo

:
3
S
e

:
i
l

RES
1
3!
i

i

:

|
{

i'%i'
;
g
b

i
i

i

i
I
Hi
it

4

|
;

dent residents. This step
should be followed the ex-
;:hiurn of all m-ltulnm ts

student parties. ft-
sell does not solve the problem
because parties them-
selves thetr important stu-
dent workers to register iIn
some course or the other for
the sole of being able

to carry out political activities
in the campus. The fssue of
“seasion jam”, must also be ad-
dressed In this cennection, If
we want o make sure that only
the properly registered stu-

ts are t in the cam-
pus. If a three years honours
course takes double that time
to complete than naturally a
student will get diverted into
many other things, including
becoming invo in anti-so-
clal activities.

The critical first step s to
recover all illegnl arms from
the students. The daily news of
police raids into this or that
Hall and recovering no
weapons, just will not do. We
are not convinced that the po-
Hee have no idea as o whe

US Backs Shi'ites against Saddam

Washington and Riyadh have banded together in holding talks with Iraqi Shi'ite opposition
leaders, to develop a strategy to oust Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein. James Dorsey of
IPS reports from London. *

disrupt a member of NATO —

Turkey — and see a further
breakdown in ran.” = [

Iragt Mhﬁcﬂ and
Western intelligence sources
say the strategy involves four
main objectives.

These include financial and
possibly military aid for Shi'ite.
Sunni and Kurdish groups in
the Iragqi National Congress,
strengthening of the Allied-
protected Kurdish regions of
northern lraq and creating a
similar zone in southermn lrag

The fourth objective will be
to provide more financial sup-
port for dissidents within
Saddam’'s inner circle, who
would initially take power and
then bring the oppositon into
a provisional government.

Details of the strategy were
hammered out in Washington
in late July in meetings be-
tween then US Secretary of
State James Baker, President
George Bush s National Sec-
urity Advisor Brent Scowcroft
and an lraqi opposition dele-
gation.

The delegation included
Shi'tte leader Seyed Moham-
med Bahr al-Eloom. Kurdish
leaders Massoud Barzani and
Jalal Talabani, along with
Sht'ite Iraqi National Congress
members Leith Kubba and
Ahmad Chalabi.

The meetings marked a de-
parture from past Washinglon
and Riyadh policy. Previously,
the United States had refused

to engage the opposition in any
serious discussion because ol

Sl B e
comMacts—as

this would deter US contacts
in Baghdad from moving agai-
nst Saddam The talks have re-
newed confidence among lragi
opposition groups. who leel US
offictals are determined to
topple Saddam But some
opposition leaders remember
Washington appeared to back.
then abandoned Kurdish and
Shi'tte rebels in lraq in the
aftermath of the Gulf War.

Bu! Washington is said to
have pledged support for the
Iragi opposition if it files a
formal application to the UN
Security Council for the re-
lease of some of the billions of
dollars in frozen assets to the
dissidents. Iraqi business
sources also said the United
States is privately willing to
loan the opposition US$ 100
million

Sull. 1t was agreed during
the Washington meetings that
“the Iragi people must bring
about change themselves”, said
an opposition leader, adding
the need for military assis-
tance was discussed.

Sources like Shi'ite Dawa
party leader Mchammed Abdul
Jaabar, Iragi human rights ac-
tivist Abdel Hussein Shaaban
and Iraqi opposition leaders
and members of the Western
intelligence said the need to
creale a situation conducive for

oils

either the assassination of
Saddam or his overthrow in a

remayns central
to the

“The first move has to come
from within the establish-
ment.” said Shaaban. "Nobody
Knows exactly how it will hap-
pen . but the establishment is
the basic element.” He claimed
the &dpposition was already
“channelling money” to top
Iraqi army officers.

The Washington-Riyadh de-
cision to involve the lraqi op-
position. and the Shi'ites in
particular. was prompted by
the political need to have a le-
gitimate Iraqi face. Iragi oppo-
sition leaders also admitted
that US contacts with dissi-
dents in Baghdad had put
them in a tight spot. An intel-

ligence sources noted wryly. -

"There were just too many
meetings in the Interc-
ontinental Hotel bar in Amman
(Jordan).”

But Eloom added: “It's we
who have the contacts now. We
meet Saddam's inner circle in
Amman.”

The strategy is based on the
assumption that a protected
zone in the south will sand-
wich Saddam between areas in
the north and the south that
are no longer under his con-
trol. This would increase dis-
content in Baghdad, opposition
leaders and Intelligence
sources argued.

Involvement of all segments

of the Iragl opposition in the
mauz makes it more

able
the emergence of a strong
Kurdish entity on its border. It
will inttially en senior
Iraqi officials to defect to the
allied-protected areas, the
sources added.

A key aide 1o Barzan Tikrit,
Saddam’'s half-brother who
serves as lraql ambassador to
the United Nations in Geneva,
runs | purchasing activities
abroad and is believed to di-
rect all foreign Iragl intelli-
gence operations, defected in
July with the help of the oppo-
sition, the sources said.

Establishing a protected
Shi'ite zone in the south in the
triangle between the cities of
Basra. Nasseriyah and Al
Amara, however, needs coop-
eration from Iran and Kuwait.

Iranian-backed Shi'ite op-
position groups led by
Ayatollah Mohammed Bakir
Hakim have said would
seek a pledge [rom Teheran
not to exploit the zone and in-
crease their presence in the
region.

Iraqgi officers captured dur-
ing the eight-year long Iran-
Iraq war are now supported by
Iranian revolutionary guards in
mounting hit-and-run opera-
tions against Iraqi forces in the
mashes of southern Iragq.

Since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution and the departure
of US forees, lran has insisted

palat-

mentioned steps would be for
the political ies to come
together on this question. If
CONsensus was ever a crying
need, it is now, and on this
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rsuade |ran to admit UN

rces. This in turn could be
the stepping stone to renewed
relations between Washington
and Teheran.

iragl opposition groups are
lobbying Saudi Arabia to use its
exiensive BSunni

will soon be briefing Saudi
King Fahd on his options,
while Saudi intelligence as-
sessment officers have report-
edly begun going in to

But the opposition leaders
and intelligence sources said
Saudi Arabia suffers from lack
of experiences, continued  dis-
trust of the Shi'ites and fear
that the emergence of a multi-
party democracy in post-
Saddam Iraq would bring pres-
sure for reforms in the
Kingdom's own autocratic gov-
ernment structure,

Most Iraqi opposition lead-
ers, inc Eloom, Shaaban
and Jaabar and the Western
intelligence sources insist the

~ creation of a second multina-

tional protected zone in the
south does not the
existence of the Iraql state or
Iraq's territorial integrity.

But a minority of
hndﬂllulrnq‘:b;:m

prerequisite to promote re-
gional democracy. Says Shaa-
ban: "Break it up rﬂwnﬂﬁt
it back together later. The
whole reglon — Turkey, Syria,
Iran — will be democratically
restructured. This is an oppor-
tunity for the new world or-

der.”
———————
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Sir, The concept regarding
any phenomenon chan?cm as
ly be

one ages. It is genera

lieved that with the passing of
time, the changing concepl
takes on authentic shape. 'l
concede to the objectivity of
the above law.

Relatdonship — (ts changing
nature renders ({tsell very
tricky to define. However, |
venture to define it as follows:
Relationship has been a pro-
cess through which two or
more entities co-operate for
their mutual benefit. | tend to
opine that whatever action one
refers o as ‘relationship’ can
be explained by the above defi-
nition.

| see that material interests
and relationship are very
closely intertwined. Without
the presence of the former,
the latter is unthinkable.
Even, the relationship be-
tween the parents and their
wards, husband and wife which
are believed to be very close;
have also not been departure
from the above law. A dissident
of this view can be pacified
with the provision of separa-
tions between some husbands
and wives and bitter relation-
ship between some parents

- —— - - e I
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and some of their sons and
daughters,

People learn much f[rom
their own lives since they
know themselves best. There
are some parents who regard-
less of the prospects of their
wards tend to continue
relations with them. This fs
because of the belief system
and the sense of morality and

responsibility of those parents. |

Everybody does not require
to go to prove the authenticity
of any truth. Once a truth is
learnt, it should be dissemi-
nated thus doing a great good
to the society. As il appears (o
me, it is a truth that the term
‘relationship’ Is vague. It does
not have any distinct connota-
tion; it is preconditioned by
material interest.

The above truth should be
disseminated. Children should
be taught to be highly realistic.
Our country needs a new
generation with some virtues.

Arming the people with the
above virtue will be an uphill
task. But unless this stupen-
dous task (s done, the coun-
try's development is bound to
remain a far cry.

As mentioned earlier, the
concept regarding anything
has been in constant change.
So, the above concept does
also lend fitsell to [urther

i

transformation. It is expccted
that one disagrees with my
present view regarding
'relationship’ and its need for

. national development.

Md Abdur Rouf
Department of International

Rda_thn.l. DU

Sir, This is to thank The
Daily Star for printing Mr
Faisal Siddiqul's article
“Market Reforms Require Ad-
equate Time" confronting Prof

- Rehman Sobhan's ultra-bold

"Search for New Allernatives

. to Market Reforms”.

To me the 18th article
of Mr F Siddiqui is most
cheerful and the most signifi-
cant even seen in the columns
of The Daily Star regarding na-
tional economic opinions.

We most surely look for-
ward to more such articles
whereby the innecent people
of this country could be made
aware of the disastrous policies
championed by {llustrionp
economists dominating are
intellectual-economic climate
since 1971.

Nizam Ahmad
President, Bangabandhu
Chetana Bikash Kendra, Dhaka

NGOs

Sir, Bangladesh i{s one of
the poorest countries in the
world. More than 65% of the
total population is landless and
lives in impoverished condi-
tion. Due to galloping increase
of population and unchoked
river erosion the number of
landless people is increasing
fast, The Government with its
limited resources, cannot
meet the requirements of
these people alone. In order to

mitigate the suflering of the
poor, altempts were made
through co-operatives, and
‘swanirvor’ movement to

the people monetary help to

take up some or occu

tion to earn their livelthood.
Though the movement initially
gave good results, it could not

progress well,

Due to famine of 1974 and
floods of 1988 and 1989 the
people of North Bengal became
more poor ang landless. Con-
sidering their condition govt
agencies as well as non-
‘agencies came forward to help
remove the miseries.

Many non-government or-
ganisations (NGOs) came out

‘with their helping hands. But

these NGOs started working

without any proper planning.
In a particular place more than
2/3 NGOs were found working
while the other places were
leflt uncared for. There is still
little co-ordination among the
NGOs. The distressed area
should be identified first. The
requirecments be assessed. Ac-
mm. the NGOs should be
al to work sharing their
fields of work. Suppose one
NGO will provide [amily plan-
ning assistance while another
will provide educational faeili-
ties, and so on. If different
NGOs are allotted dlllerl-nh:
of works in a

z:.rtlled area, l!upn::ﬂﬂ
surely develop.

NGOs should be more ser-
vice oriented. It is a fact, that
for capital formation
are most essential to keep
NGOs running, But while caleu-
latin Lﬂﬁt. the
s very nominal.
main motto of the NGOs
should be to assistance
to make the poor stand
on their own feet. NGOs
have medicare programme,

family planning programme

" and educational programme

among others. But the voca-
tional p should be
given top priority. | would re-
uest the authority to look into
the matter and the nation

know the number ol success
stories of different NGOs.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Deputy General Manager
Sonali Bank HO, Dhaka

(Gas connection to
Fulbari

Sir, Kailastila Gas field is lo-
sestrbinn., dghvgee-brgot
lapgonj upazila of Sy is-
uﬂf&uph‘:hunehmmhd
from this place to Ashugonj
and other far away places. Bul
it ts an frony of fate that de-



