DHAKA SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 1992

Upazila

T R e T e A R s T . A

JAMALPUR

83 Indian

cows seized
From Our Cérrespondent

Sept 5 : Jamalpur thana po-
lice recovered 83 Indian cows
from Nandia Ferryghat of the
district recently.

According to police, a po-

lice led by Sub-Inspector
l(hnﬂl.:'yﬂnhmln rnjd:dpal?uur
boats near Nandiana Ferryghat
and seized 83 Indian cows.
Police arrested 14 persons on
the spot. :

The arrested persons are
Miraj Ali, Tara Miah, Sukur
Mahmud, Hekim, Quddus,
Shah Alam, Hazrat All, Latif,
Rashid, Jainal, Chan Miah,
Rafijal, Alas and Tara Miah (2).

A case has been filed with
the Jamalpur Sadar thana in
this connection.

SIRAJGANJ
Minor Girl
violated :

one held

From Our Correspondent

Sept 5 : One Ananda Kumar
Sarker (20), son of Rabindra
Nath Sarker , of village
Thakurpara in Raiganj thana
was arrested recently for vio-
lating one Pali (6], daughter of
Gouranga Das of same .
The accused while violating
Pali at his bedroom was recov-
ered by local people.

. Even after lodging case,
Raiganj police took no action.
on t 23 when the Health
Minister Chowdhury Kamal-
Ibne-Yusuf was visiting Raigan|
Thana Health Complex, father
of the victim drew his atten-
tion.

The Minister visited Pali
and instructed police to take
steps. Following the incident,
accused Ananda was arrested
and sent to jail hazat.

‘KHAGRACHHARI

Pry education
faces serious
setback

are yet to

be constructed, reports UNB.

Official sources said, a total
of 257 primary schools in 8
thanas of the district which
were totally or badly damaged
not yet been reconstructed or
renovated.

Seventy per cent of the
schools nceds immediate ren-
ovalion, primary education de-
partment said and cautioned
that the education might come
to a halt if actions were not
taken soon.

Mcanwhile, the engineering
bureau and facilities depart-
ment have jointly undertaken a
project for reconstruction of
B0 primary schools at a cost of
Taka two crore.

But the work on the project
was delayed due to non avail-

ability of fund and redtapism,
it is bearnt .

&m
Y oung housewife
electrocuted

“m:h housewiie

in Sadar
thana was clectrocuted on
Wednesday, reports UNB.

Family sources said Farida
Khatun [25). wife of Abdul
Khaleque while passing
through a ficld in contact
with a lve electric wire of an
abandoned shallow machine.

A case was lodged with the

local police.
rMs adds : The

e
Rifles personnel
seized polyster worth Taka
90,000 from Brambharajpur
bazar under Satkhira police
slation on :
An official source said the
contraband s were de-
posited to Satkhira Custom's

goodown. A case has been reg-
istered in this connection.

PABNA

Boat capsizes,
15 missing

i

roundup

FARIDPUR

BNP's founding
anniversary

observed

Sept 5 : The 14th founding
anniversary of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) was ob-
served here on Tuesday, re-
ports UNB.

A public meeting was held
at Chawkbazar Jame Masjid
Square in the evening with a
call to establish democratic
norms and practices in the
society.

Advocate Sarwarjan Mia,
President of district BNP
presided over the largely at-
tended meeting. It was also

addressed by Mudarres Ali,
Secretary district NP,
Advocate Nazrul Islam

President, district Juba Dal,
Akand Rezaul Karim, Afzal
Hossain and Hamidul Huque.

The speakers called upon
the people in general to rally
round the BNP to give democ-
racy an institutional shape and
improve the Inlldu!l' common

eople. said late presi-
Ecnf ZiaTt.:'eyRahmm imbibed
with the nationalist spirit
launched the party to establish
an exploitation free society.

Earlier national and party
flags were hoisted at party of-
fice to mark the day.

KISHOREGANJ

Pyedog menace

alarming

From Our Correspondent
Sept 5 : Pye-dog menace
has become alarming over the

last two month in dilferent ar- °

cas of Kishoreganj district.

According to reports, the
pye-dogs with the advent of
rainy season have taken shelter
in different localities and in
hats and bazars of the district
pesing a grat problem to the
people. These pye-dogs now
confined in the high land and
mainly in the hats and bazars
frequently bite the people es-
pecially the childrén, 1t s
learmnt.

The victims to encounter
the dreadful consequence of
dog biting reportedly moves
here and there including the
district headquarters to pro-
cure ARV but in vain.

Iin view of the ecircum-
stances, the killing of pye-dogs
now gathered in hats and
bazars in all the 13 thanas of
the district and ensuring stock
of ARV have become a war-
ranted aflair to tect the
people from pye-dog menace,
it is stated.

BARGUNA

Sale of notebooks
unabated

Sepl 5 : Despile the gov
ermment ban, nole.books arc
bring sold in most of the book
sheps in the lown and other
markets in the district, re-
ports UND

Earlier, government had
imposed a ban on publishing
and selling note books uplo
class eight 10 discourage the
dependence of the students on
prepared answers.

Some dishonest traders are
publishing lowcr standard note
books with false names and
addressed. These note books
are full of errors and distortion
of lacts. The prices of these
note books are also high.

Some guardians that
mosl of the owners of book
stalls are not selling the text
books without note books.

Local guardians and stu-
dents have urged the con-
cerned authorities to take ac-
Uon against these (licgal sell-
€rs.

CHUADANGA

Killing attempt |

on Menon
condemned

From Our Correspondent

the killing attempt on Rashed
Khan Menon, MP and General
Secretary of the Workers'

I"H'gr a big public meeting was

hel here at the Jlocal

Barabazar recently.
Comrade Ramjan Ali,

Secretary of the Chuadanga
district unit of

Worker's Party presided over
the meeting.

Shah Alam, Member of the
:":ntrtj committee of the
u-rh:r‘iPlﬂy_mm
the public meeting as the chief
guest

meeting were Samal Kumar
Sharma, Abu Taher Joarder,
Alauddin Omar Nazmul

Sapan, Nasiruddin, Abdur
Rahim and

out the culprits whe are in
volved in the attempt of
Menon killing and thetr exam-

————

KHULNA: Principal Md Mazharul Hannan, Honorary Assistant General Secretary

—

¥

ok ¥

of FPAB speaking at a debate

competition held here at local public college auditorium recently. It was addressed among others by Dr Shafiur Rahman,
Prof Narul Islam, Molin Kumar Bosu and others.

—Star photo

90pc farmers, weavers of

Kishoreganj debt-ridden

' KISHOREGANJ,
number of debt-ridden per-
sons are increasing day by day
in the Kishoreganj district.

in all the 13 of the
district, there are nearly
12,00,000 debt-ridden per-
sons and the number is still
increasing.

About 90 per cent of the
indebted persons are farmers
and the rest 10 per cent are
weavers and small traders. All
of them are now struggling for
survival.

Indebtedness took a serious
turn in 1984 due to natural
calamities the dcvas-
tating floods which hit vear
after year during the last few
years.

The [armers have become
indebted due to the sky high
prices of agricultural inputs,

t 5: The -

From Our Correspondent

other daily essentials, natural
calamities and dowry system in

"the rural

The farmers have mort-
gaged their agricultural land to
local wealthy persons and the
agricultural bank to receive
loan*to meet their various ex-
penses including daughters’

marriage purposes.

Many of them have sold
their cultivable land and

dwelling houses to repay the

. A large number of cultiva-
térs have become destitute
alter rcpaying their loan
Some indebted farmers re-
ceived loan from local money
lenders, finding no other al-
ternatives.

In many cases, needy culti-
vators produce fake documents
to take loan. Because they

‘merit- list

| e s e

know that they would not be
able to repay the loan as their
economic condition is going
on downwards.

The weavers borrowed
money from mahajans (money
lenders) to purchase looms

and raw materfals. They are
now unable to repay loan be-
cause of the recession in their
business.

Those who received loan
[rom the banks are now under
pressure to repay the loan.

To avoid certificate cascs,
they sold cultivable lands at
low prices to repay bank loan.

Besides, those who toke
moncy from village money len-
ders are now under pressure
to repay loan. Finding no other
alternative cultivator give there
cultivable land {n Heu of debt.

Betel leaf farming needs patronisation

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 5. Betel
leaf cultivation in seme dis-
tricts of the northem part of
the country have been decreas-
ing at an alarming rate due to
manifold problems including
price-hike of raw materials
and absence of proper market-
ing system.

it is gathered from a source
of the Agricultural Extension
Department that about 55,000
cultivators of Rajshahi, Natore,
Naogaon, Dinajpur, Thakur-
gaon, Panchagarh Rangpur,
Cafbandha, Lalmanirhat, Nil-
phamari, Joypurhat, Bogra,
Pabna and Siraj[ganj districts
grow betel leal on 48,000

acres of land every year.
A recent unofficial survey

From Our Correspondent

shows that during last few
years, a considerable number
of betel leal fields diminished
in the northern districts fol-
lowing abnormal price hike of
row malterials.

At present prices of bam-
boo, jutesticks, ofl cakes, rope
elc, necessary fnputs for betel
leal production have gone be-
yond the reach of the poor

gm*ﬂrl.

it can be mentioned here
that about Taka 5000 is neces-
sary to cultivate betel leafl on
one bigha of land. Besides, ad-
ditional costs are required to
protect the fields from dis-
cases and pest attack.
Moreover communication of

remote villages (betel leaf
growing zone] also hampers
prompt and proper marketing.

Mecanwhile, fall of demand
of betel leal in domestic mar-
kets and unavailability of direct
export facilities,
growers feel [rustrated and in
the meantime a large number
of cultivators have given up the
age-old profession.

it is apprehended that {f
the bottlenecks in betel leafl
production are not removed
and necessary assistance is not
extended to the growers, the
betel leaf cultivator in the
northern districts would fall
considerably which would hit
hard earning of huge foreign
currency.

betel leaf

Drinking water scarcity acute

HOGRA, Sept 6: Acute
scarcity of drinking water has
been prevalling in the north
ern region of the country due
to continuous drought and
want of working tubewells

According to Informed
sources, oul of 1540086 (ube-
wells in the 16 northern dis-
tricts about 12 thousand have

Meritorious
students
accorded

reception
KHULNA, Sept §: The me-
ritorious students who came
out successful from different
schools of the city oceupying
oulstanding places in the
at the last SSC
examinations under Jessore
Secondary and Higher Sec-
ondary Board were, accorded
reception by Khulna Etltt:

Corporation authorities at

tion conference room

. reports BSS,
Mayor of the City Cor-
r Ra-
guest and
distributed medals among the
meritorious students. accor-

on

_H to an official handout

From Our Correspondent

been lying out of order for a
couple of months

Public Iealth Engincering
(MTE] Department has taken
Up B massive programme to
instal 25 thousand Tara pump
in this reglon but work on 60
per cent of the total tubewells
are yct o be installed.

The PHED has its two cfr-
cles Rajshahi and Rangpur
which cover six and 10 dis
iricts respectively. According
o sources, number of arca
wise running and inoperative
tubewells are as follows: iIn
Rangpur number of running
tubewells — 12780, Inopera
thve — 472, in Chapainawabgan
running — B973, (noperative
— 491, in Sirajgan] number of
running tubewells — 5792
and inoperative 788, in Nalore
running — 9873, inoperative —
400, in Pabna .running
13268, inbperative — 606, in
Naogaon running — 15400, in-
operative — 1090, in Bogra
number of running tubewells —
15628 and inoperative — 412,
in Rangpur running — (2330,
inoperative — 92B, in
Joypurhat running — 6328, In-
operative — 372, in Gatbandha
running — 7895, inoperative —
652, in Kurigram running —

6422, inoperative — 490, In
Nilphamari running — 8022,

inopcrative — 622, in
Thakurgaon running — 5228,
Inoperative JOZ, in Dinajpur
running 15622, inoperative

H28, in Lalmanirhat running

— 7312, inoperative — 527 and
In Panchagarh running —

5207. inoperative — 832,
The local people are com-

pelled to drink polluted ponds

Misappropriation
of govt money
alleged

PABNA. Sept 8§ : The con-
struction ol lchhamati cluster
village at Madpur village under
sadar thana of the district is
being hampered due to alleged
corruption by the copecerned
ofMicials reports UNB,

L e —

The UP Chairman of
Dapunia Abdul Mannan Manu at
a Press conference at local
Press Club Thursday told the
newsmen that the government
has sanctioned Taka 6.28 Ilgkh
for making 50 houses in the

cluster village.

_,.pl

SYLHET: Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman inaugurating tRe Second Division

Super League at local stadium recently

Foolball
Star phﬂ‘tn

Notes from

Mymensingh

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Sept 65: A
young housewife of Gouripur
under Mymensingh district
committed suicide by taking
poison over family feud. re-
cently.

it is gathered that the vic-
tim Nazma Begum (20) was
being tortured by her husband
since their love a few
months back. She was the sec-
ond year student of My-
mensingh A M College.

Kotwali police recovered
unidentified body of young girl
from a pond near Auzanta Cin-
ema Hall in Mymensingh town
recently

The body was sent to the
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital for autopsy. A case has
been filed in this connection.

Young housewife
kidnapped

Some miscreants kid-
napped one Kulsum Begum
(20]). wile of Lalmia of village
[larupara under Nandail thana
of the district recently.

A case has been registered
with Nandail thana in this re-
gard. The police could not
rescned the victim yet.

Housewaife beaten
to death

A housewaife was allegedly
beaten to death by her husband
in village Dhala under Trishal
thana of the district recently.

According to [amily sources,
one Abdul Matin proposed her
wife te perform second mar-
rage. But she refused to agree
with her husband. Then he be-
come [urfous and started beat-
ing her and died on the spot.

Police recovered her body
and was sent it to the morgue
for autopsy.

A casec has bee lodged with
police in this connection.

Kidnapped boy
rescued
Kotwall police rescued one
kidnapped boy and arrested
four kidnappers including a
former UP Chairman recently.
The victim Julhas, a school
boy of village Ghagra under

Kotwall thana was rescued
after three days of kidnapping.

The activists of the district
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commit-
e gheraocd DC's office here
recently as part of the organi-
salion's country wide pro-
gramme (0 press for trial of
the killers and collaborators of
1971.

They staged a rally con-
demning the assassination at-
tempt on Rashed Khan Menon,
MP. It was addressed among
others by Amir Ahmed Chowd-
hury and M Shamsul Haq, MP
of Awami :

Later, they submilted a
memorandum to the Deputy

I Commissfoner.

5 more medical
colleges to
be set up

BOGRA. Sept 5 : The pro-
Ject for setting up five new
medical colleges in the coun-
try has got underway and is
expected to be completed by
1997, reports UNB.

Minister for Finance Mojibur
Rahman at a thering of
teachers and of

up the project for setting up
the medical colleges in
Comilla. Khulna. Faridpur,

Bogra and in 1991 at
an estimated cost of Taka 187
crore

A total of Taka 10 crore has
been allocated under the cur-
rent Annual pment
Programme (ADP) for imple-
mentation of the project.

Bogra Medical College, one
of the :-l_dlnl colleges,
started on A
mme“"ﬂ

Centre
While the new med
lcal col the minister was

studenta of solving those in
phases on priority basis.

Later. he visited Moha-
mmad All Hospital satd an
oficial handout

feet

|

country,
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" | Tk 10cr timber lying

abandoned in forest

RANGAMATI, 5: Pund
constraint; dilly attitude
of the authorities and the red

La have left
pism huge quantity

of costly timbers
in the district, reports UNB.
According to official

sources, about two lakh cubic
(cft) of timbers werth
about Taka 10 crore are lying
abandoned and getting dam-
aged in Kaptal reserved forest.
About 2.34 lakh cft timbers
of very costly species mainly
teak were uprooted by the
April '91 cyclone in the re-
served forests of Karnafuly and
Kaptaf range in Chittagong Hill
Tracts,
During the last one and a

hall year, about 34,000 cft
were collected and the rest
two  lakh cft are still aban-
doned in reserved forests.

The costly timbers are not
only get damaged but
might also pilfered if no
measures are taken to collect
at the same, offlicial sourtes
sadd .

The Consecrvator of Forest,
Rangamati{ Circle and the Divi-
sional Forest Office of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, South Divi-
sion, who have been maintain-

constant over the
felled timbers stressed the
need for immediate collection
of the timbers.

——

Erosion of Padma, Jamuina

500 families homeless
In last three days

PABNA, Sept 5; Al least 500
families of Bera and Sujanagar
thanas were rendered home-
less on account of erosion by
the rivers Jamuna and Padma
in the last three . Water
Development B sources
said, reports UNB.

The erosion of the
rivers has taken a serfous turn
during the last week. About
1,500 acres of standing crops

have already been devoured by

the rivers during the same
period. '
The worst aflected

are Nakalia, Sarshia, -
todia, Khanpura, Madhupur,
Narayanpur, Nagarbari, Raghu-
nathpur, Kazirhat, Bijoyganj,
Nazirganj, Nabibpur and
Pechackola.

Nagarbari Ferryghat, Kaw-
tola Pump Station were also
threatened by the rivers.

A pregnant housewife of

e village Lragic
end of her life following a
family feud.

House rent up

In town
MADARIPUR, Sept 5: House
rent in the town has in-
creased rapidly cau tncon-
venience to the middle class,
reports UNB.
Local people said, a single

unit of residential quarters is
being let out at a monthly rent
of Taka 1500 and in many
cases Lhe house owners de-
mand advance rent.

Second 'century

flower’

plant discovered

CHANDPUR, Sept 4 : A very
rare species of a flower plant
named "Century flower plant”
has been discovered here
drawing large crowd of on-
lookers, reports UNB.

This is probably the second
plant of its kind in Bangladesh
< the first one being in the
Balda Garden, Dhaka.

Flowers have blossomed re-
cently on the plant located in

the bankyard of an old dilapt-
dated bufiding on the bank of

the Dakatia river. The head of

the Department of Eut.cn;l of

Chandpur Government ge.
Tajul Islam along with
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Assistant
Professor of Botany examined
the plant and suggested that

the plant was 70 years old
They told UNB that the
botanical name of the plant
was "Agave centual® which
blossoms once in 70 years. The
flowers look white and yellow-
ish and have slight small like
that of kathalli champa.
and watchers said
the t produced a long pe-
duncle {about 30/35 feet from
the bottorh) a few months ago.
to UNB, Nurul Huq
Bachchu (55), a permanent
resident and ex-chairman of
Mﬁmmh
near "century plant” said
that he has seen this flower
plant since his boyhood and
this was the first time the
plant produced flowers.

2500 women divomedE

last eight months

SIRAJGANJ, Scpt 5: The
ratec of divorce in the district
has incrcased alarmingly. Ac-
cording to an uno sSOurce,
about 25,00 women were di-
vorced by their husbands in

last eight months, reports
UNB.
District registrar offlice

sources confirmed that 1300
women were divorced during
the period. .

thana courts witnessed
increasing rate of divorce
cases. The presence of young
women and expectant mothers
at the court premises have be-
come regular scene. In many
cases the court verdict are not
properly carried out.

Some divorced women said
they had been deprived of
their claims aflter divorce.
Most of the parents can not
provide food and clothes to
them

As a result, many of them
chose the path of immoral ac-
tivities iIncluding smuggling
and prostitution,

The screening of obscene
films have been going on un-
abated in the town and other
places of the district ca
degradation of moral values
the youths.

TStability

vuigar films with the help of
dishonest officials and law en-
forcing agencies.

Another report says: Selling
of phensedyl syrup, a contra-
band drug, is_going on un-
abated in the district.

Indian phensedyl syrup is
being sold in different medical
stores of the town and other
parts of the district.

College and school students
and unemployed youths are in-
creasingly addicted to the drug
causing concern among the

guardians.

Police secized 15 bottles of

medicine store

prescription.
They urged the concerned

authority

without

can only ensure

national progress'’

DAUDKANDI (Comilla), Sept
5 Commerce Minister M K

Anwar on Tuesday said national

rogress can be achieved only

ensuring stability and a

healthy atmosphere in the
reports UNB.

He cautioned the people

against “conspiracy” hatched
:,: a vested quarter to foll the

rd-earned and
called for m‘:‘mwm and
democratic forces to uphold
the rights of the people and
ensure peace in the country.

The Minister was address-
ing & public meeting at Looter
Char Maftzul Islam High Schoo!
premises. The meeting was
organised ' by Looter Char
Union Partshad

He sald, the government

has given priority to build up a
structure for rural develop-
ment for socio-economic de-




