August's Campus
Warning

If success in the ‘battle inst lawlessness
could be measured by the number of arrests, with
without ch 8, that are made in a given
month, then the Ministry of Home Affairs could
afford to feel satisfied at thé moment. The public
at large, however, are not likely to see things that
way, even th the police have announced the
rrests of 25, "“miscreants” or ‘'terrorists”
its month-long Operation August '92. Be-

the uselulness of such anti-crime
ps Uime to time, the public would be
more inclined to look at other, more poin
facts, such as incidences of criminal acts, police
reaction to individual crimes, seriousness of in-
vestigation in the aftermath of the crimes being
commitied, prosecution etc.

The of two activists of the Jattyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (UCD), the ruling party's student
front, in an on-going mtcr-crart{‘ F:u on Friday,
came as yvet anhother reminder that the criminals
are not only at 1 . they are also living too close
to the government's own back-yard for comfort.
Friday's fatal clash on the Dhaka University cam-
pus came within five days of another battle be-
tween the same factions of the JCD tn which a by-
stander was killed on Aug. 30. Unfortunately, lit-
tle has been said about investigations into the
August 30 murder, or about clea the halls of

sidence of firearms. or even about legal actions
against possessors of mcgal weapons in those
halls. The result was that the armed elements
remained in the halls, undaunted and unde-
terred. ready to act and counteract again. Incred-
ibly, when the police went into one of the halls

follow Friday's bloody clash no weapon was
found. Political fatlure to prevent a feud from
turning into a murderous rivalry was thus fol-

lowed up with admintstrative incompetence.

The question that i{s bound to exercise people's
minds now is: against whom was Operation Au-
gusl 92 conducted? And have the arrests of

5.000 people contributed to the improvement
of law and order in any meaningful way? Judging
by the incidents on the campus, the answer to
the second question would certainly be a negative
one. More, statistics provided by the police them-
selves show that reported crimes registered an
increase last month, compared to July. Are we
then to assume that those detained during August
'92 were not necessarily all criminal elements?
And that many who in fact are, simply escaped
police attention? We are to see how many of
these arrests will actually be followed up with
prosecutions, but the failure of the drive had be-
come apparent even before it has formally ended,
as was the case with Operation Durbar last year.

The major flaw in the enforcement of law in
this country seems to be:the inability of the po-
lice to react timely to incidents. Crime detection
Is sluggish and political interference is to blame
in no small part for this. If crimes are not tmme-
diately and effectively investigated, then criminal
elements can only feel that they would be able to
get with their way the next time too. The police
seem to have adu)gt:d an inexplicable policy by
which they leave the responsibility for filing cases
to somebody else. In many instances, people do
not come forward to file cases out of fear, and the
incident is then allowed to go without investiga-
tion dnd prosecution. This is one practice ﬁlat
has to come to an end. There has to be some kind
of mechanism, either a law or departmental regu-

lation, by which the police would be obliged to
probe into incidents and press charges immedi-
ately after a crime being committed. The inci-
dents on the Dhaka University campus are clear
examples where the police should have taken the
leading role as the law enforcement ag of the
city, in bringing the culprits to book, without
waiting for anyone else to file cases. Once the po-
lice start to take up such a role, not only will pe-
riodic anti-crime drives become unnecessary but
deterrence of crime will also become a possibility.

A Wrong US Deal

The US administration's latest decision to sell
as many as 150 F-16 jet fighters to Taiwan has
sent diplomatic shockwaves not only from
Washington to Befjing but also all across the capi-
tals of different countries. Bush administration's
argument that the move will promote peace in
the region is simply naive, to say the least. That
the announcement of the sale of these most ad-
vanced fighter planes has coincided with the
Republican Party's unenvious election campaign..
particularly Bush'S abnormally low score in the
opinion polls compared to his democratic rival
Bill Clinton's, i1s seen — and quite understand-
ably so — a: a direct u:crture to the voters. An
appeasement move, such as this, on the election
agenda is indeed unacceptable.

proceeds wil help

It is known that the sale
create jobs amounting to thousands, but equally
true is the fact that the acquisition by Taiwan of
such a large number of sophisticated jet fighters
will fuel the antagonism between the {wo uneasy
neighbours of Asia. Tatwan-and China have be-
fween themselves been mgoying the most inof-
fensive relationship ever. Suddenly this prepos-

terous move the US to lift the 10-year ban on
arms sale to China’s rtval has set into motion re-
criminatory forces across the border and the Pacific.

The possibility of China and Tatwan eventually
together has al been there. With the
appearance of the F-16s on Tatwanian soil, the
g(:pect of such a merger will recede further.
rybody knows the usion of the F-16s in
the country’s armed forces will surely s hen
the defence capability of Tatwan, but that tiny
Taiwan is no match for its big neighbour, so far.as
the defence Erowm of the two are concerned, is
also an established fact. What purpose the new
arrival of the histicated fighters will serve re-
mains to be highly dubious.

If it has anything to do with the formal han-
dover of Hong Kong by Britain to China in 1997,
the US administration is perhaps taking too long
a view of the situation and the le
defence strategy it have to adopt. By sellin
the fighters the US also risks the disruption o
the ongoing process of arms transfer restraint
initiative the permanent members of the UN
Security Council are pursuing. This move may
well be directed to keep China, which is not
shunning the communist way like the US would
prefer to see, wurrytrﬁ about its defence n-
diture. With the end of the cold war, it is in the
fitness of things that the Bush administration re-

considered its decision and th dispelled the
mistrust now gathering. - T

| United Nattons.

HE nomination of

President Bush by the

Republican Party in
Houston on 20th Augusi scts
the finally for the
Presidential Election In
November, Unlike the last
clection when Michael Dukakis
clearly proved to be no matoh
for George Bush, this time #t

promises (o be a tough fAght
The Demperatic ticket headed

by Gevermor Clinten and
Senator Oore is a formidable
one. Clinton has proved
himselfl to be an adroit
politician whe survived a series
of crises which confronted his
campaign to get the Demo-
cratic nomination. A scandal
linking the handseme gover-
nor with an young woman
threatened to derail nomi -
nation drive but he stood his
ground with firmness and good
humour and the American
people appear to have ac-
cepted his version of the story
It may be recalled that in 1989
Gary Hart— a strong candit-
date— lost the bid to get the
Democratic nomination be-
cause of a sexual scandal. The
media hounded him relent-
lessly until he was forced to
withdraw from the race. The
Republican party will no doubt
try to revive the fssue o em-
barrass Clinton but this time
the American media do not
seem (o0 have the stomach for
an attack on the democratic
candidate based on an unsub-
stantiated story. Similarly the
question of his attempt to
avoid army-draft during the
Vietnam War failed to stop
Clinton from getting the nom-
ination. A Rhodes scholar,
Clinton got exemption from
milftary service in Vietnam for
academic reasons. Greorge
Bush. on Lthe other hand, is a
war hero, whose bomber air-
craflt was hit during action and
he had to be rescued from Lhe
sea. The Republicans will natu-
rally try to make use of the is-

suec during the campaign.

Running Mate
Despite pressure from cer-
tain quarters to drop Quale

American Presidential Election:
Issues and Personalities

nomination in 1989 but lost
The experience seemed to
have toughened him and better
prepared him for the gruelling
that he must now go
through. Press reports about
the excellent rapport between
Clinton and Oore will create
greater public confidence iIn
the team. Gore has an image of
his own in the country and is
also reported 1o have a slrong
following in the environmental
lobby  President HBush created a
negalive impruession during the
Earth Summit in R de
Geneiro in June., Though he
claimed to be the environ
ment President” he s given
oor marks for his per-
ormance in this ficld
"Bleeding Heart"
During the | campaign
the Republican side success-
fully painted Dukakis as a

"blecding heart” liberal who
would yicld to the black and

in right earmest with
in charge of the Bush

experience is any guide, one
can expect a rough fight— with
the Republicans taking the
initiative In launching attacks
on the challenger. In the final
analysis the outcome of the
clection will be largely deter-
mined by the agsessment of
the American about the
fitness of the two men—
George Bush and Bill Chnton.
The traditional TV debate be-
tween them and their running
mates will have a decisive In
Nuence on the result. However,
the way in which the campaign
will be conducted between
now and November will also
huwve a ugniﬂ:unl impact

Apart from the personall-
livs, the two sides will also de-
bate on the basis of their posi-
tion on the diflerent problems
facing the country. The state of
the economy will undoubtedly
be the most crucial issue. The
longest-lasting recession and

the high rute of unemployment
has been hurting Bush The

president will clatm that infla-
tion 1s under control, interest
rate is low, exports are boom-
ing and productivity has risen.
However, all this will sound
rather hollow as long as more
than 10 million Americans
remain unemployed, busi-
nesses faflures and bankrupt-
cies are on the increases, the
poor and the minorities con-
tinue to get poorer. President
Bush will have to convince the
American voters that he will be
able to reverse the direction of
the economy. He angered the
faithful Republicans when he

reneged on his promise not to
raise taxes. His [aflure to con-
trol budget deficit and reduce
balance of payment deficits
have created the impression
that Bush has neither the ca-
pacity nor the interest to deal
with the domestic economic
issues.

Most Talked about Word

The most talked about word
in the country today is
“change”. The young Democ-
ratic candidalc has n ablc
o ronvey the improssion 1o
the clectorate that he stands
for change and dynaumism As a
champton of middlc class
intcrests he has so fur avoided
dentification with the radical
lelt or the other left-leani
group interests. Yet his IPF!ini
to the blacks and other
minorities seem to be pretty
strong. In any case the blacks
and other minorities have no
choice but to support him'
because he would be far better

in su

a health system which the
American people will enjoy net
as a privilege but as a right—
Clinton seems to have gained
some credibility. Foreign pol-
icy is the strong point of
President Bush but even there
the shine was lost when
Saddam Hussain was seen 1o
be able to defy the UN and the
Amerfcan might. The popular-
ity enjoyed by him immediately
aller the Gulf War is now only a
distant memory The people
may, of course, regard him as
the more experienced of the

two men— certainly in the
field of foreign relations but

voters cast thefr vote more on

|

for personal political gains.
Given the intensely partisan
mood prevailing in the country
now such allegations may hiwve
negative impact on Bush cam-
patgn. In other words, cven in
the ficld of forcign relations
the Presidents clear advan
may not be refllected in
votes,
Major Campaign Issue

Womens' right te have
abortion will be a major cam-
paign issue. President Bush
opposes abortion under all cir-

cumstances. He will naturally
enjoy the support of the pro-

for the
Party. Clinton the
right of women to abor-

Vice President Quale,
when questioned about his re-

ing to introduce re SCN-
timents into Lhe .t is o
carly lo say il Bush will sue-

cced but the inftial press re-
actions are not favourable. Both
the New York Times and the
Washington Post in editorial
comments criticized Bush for
these attacks on his oppe-
. Despite the inherent

candidates are heading to-
wards a photo finish this time.

NAM Assumes a Greater Role inspite of Weakness

T is often asked: What |s

the role of Non-alignment

today when the world has
so radically changed, when de-
colonization is almost com-
pleted, and when the blocs
have lost their old cohesion
and militancy in a unipolar
world? But in all the previous
summits it has been emphali-
cally spoken out by the leaders
that Non-alignment is more a
movement than an organiza-
tion, because it can withstand
the domineering force of the
blocs and the superpowers and
excrcise influence on the
minds ol people everywhere,
including in the camps of the

aligned.

The policy and movement
of Non-alignment have given
expression 1to its member
stales, action lrend against
military i{ntervention and
interference in the internal
affairs of other countries, in
several mutually
interconnected fields: (a] By
striving (o preserve world
peace and the national sccurity
of states, as one of the
essential conditions for the ex-
istence of the human society,
and the optimal framework for
attaining independence,
equality, economic develop-
ment and social progress for
all states and nations. (b
Within the framework of the
anti-colonial revolution, a pro-
cess of the broadest possible
liberation of nations in the his-
tory of the mankind, of nations
who were the victims of for-
eign intervention and brutal
interference in their internal
aflairs, as well as within the
context of opposing all at-
tempts to establish neo-colo-
‘nial imperialist and nic
domination. (c) By setting in
motion a broad range ol activi-
ties aimed at the establish-
ment of a new international
economic order from which all
domination and exploftation
would be eliminated and which
would constitute the founda-
tions for a broader democrati-
zation of international political
relations. (d) By efforts to have
international and other dis-

| E.lhd issues scttled by peace-
|

means, without the use of
foree, by denouncing the use of
force regardless of its vehicle
and attempted justification and
by insisting that all crisis sit-
uations should be dealt with
under ‘the auspices of the
) By striving
to check the arms race, to

| achieve general and complete

Islamic Co-op
Commelnflnlek

Sir, The Finance Minister,

the Ministry of Finance and
the Bangladesh Bank, in par-
ticular, deserved highest con-
gratulation for taking prag-
matic steps to re-open the
BCCI under the new name and
style of Eastern Bank Limited,
thus resolving the year-long
stalemate created owing to
closure of the BCCL.

The Islamic Co-operative
Commercial Bank Ltd at Z
Shah House, 120, Motijheel
Commercial Area is another
bank which had perhaps little

- ferent context,

disarmamcnt beanng in mind
that power politics are largely
based on the strength of
weapons. (f) By extending
broad-based support to the
right of every nation's
sovercignty and freely to de-
cide on all questions concern-
ing its international orienta-
tion and {ts international de-
velopment.

SUPERPOWER IDEOLOGI-
CAL IMPEDIMENT: The above
relevant policy points of Non-
alignmen! were stressed in the
documents ol the Non-aligned
countries, and in the resolu-
tions of the Security Council
and the General Assembly of
the UN. But due to the ideolog-
ical rcasons, the United States
of America and the ex-Soviet
Union, the two super
always claimed that it was
their sacred duty on behalf of
the interests of the “free
world® or in the name of

. "progress” to exiend aid to

certain social forces, regimes,
or persons, as was done by the
USA during the military inter-
vention in Vietnam, Laos and
Kampuchea. On the other
hand, by the ex-USSR in a dil-
invoking the
principle of so-called proletar-
ian internationalism, in some
countries in Eastern Europe,
and also in Afghanistan. Apart
from the super powers’ ideo-
logical pressure, the debate on
intervention in Vietnam and
Kampuchea and later, spe-
cially, events in Afghanistan
have shown us that there are
certain differences among the
Non-aligned countries, which
are making it diflicult to
achieve consensus for the
movement.

Contradiction Between

. Achievements and Aims:

The official history of the
Non-Aligned Movement
with the Belgrade Conlference
in 1961. The Belgrade Summit
took place in a pertod of nu-
clear testing and increased
East-West tensfons over Berlin,
Laos, Cuba and The Congo.
Wars of national liberations
continued notably in Vietnam,
Algeria and Angola. But from
the first summit there were
differences in emphasis on the
causes of tensions that could
lead to war. For Tito, disar-
mament and peaceful coexis-
tence were essential to ending
the East-West conflict. He
opened the conférence with a
discussion of non-bloc policy,
and expressed a desire to see
the elimination of any blocs.

international linkage but has
also stepped functioning since
long. The affected public are
yet to know what step has
been taken for re-opening the
said bank to remove the diffi-
culties of the account-holders.

The readers, many of whom
may well be some account
holders will appreciate to
know through the columns of

your paper, what steps have so
far been taken in the matter,

Abdur Rahman
Motfjheel, C/A , Dhaka

Away from reality

Sir, Most of the people of

“our coun

by Rumi Noman

TBul many leaders poimted out
Lthat colonialism and neo-colo-
nialism were the cause of wars.
As Suakarmno summuarized it —
‘in every case Lhe rool of in-
ternational tensfons in imperi-
alism and colonialism and the
forcible division of nations.”
Bul inspite of the different
views all the Non-aligned
countries established a unity.
(a) They adopted princt
and criterion for membership:
(b) gave concrete support to
national liberation in the form
of full membership to a provi-
sional government: (c) formu-
lated a global framework for
their activities: (d) asserted
their right as small and middle
sized slates to participate in
world pelitics — a concept
they called the demwocratiza-
tion of intcrnational relations
and [c) took dircetl action to
bring about intcrnational peace
and sccurity through their ef-
forts to reduce world tensions.

As on principle they are
Non-aligned, they take the de-
cision altogether but pursue it
individually. Though they were
successful in some crisis, still
the thirst for power and inter-
esis remains in a diflerent
formn and as a different point of
view.

Here | can mention "The
UN Sanctions on Libya" as a
rclevant example. With the US
endeavour the UN has imposed
sanctions on Libya as she has
failed to the hand over, two in-
telligence agents to United
States or Britain for trial ac-
cused of blowing up a Pan Am
airliner over the Scottish town
of Lockerbie in 1988. Though
this sanction against Libya
scems logical, but there is a
significance of US-Libyan rift.
From 1971, Gaddafi became a
rival person of Western Powers
as he established "Arab Social-
ist Unjon" [ASU). Gaddafi made
new theory: "An Alternative to
Capitalist Materialism and
Communist Atheism,” which
brought a new political and
economic order in the Muslim
world. So Gaddafi was marked
as a "new Arab revelutionist”
and from then CIA is alleged to
be planning to ecradicate
Gaddafi from the . More-
over US {nterest apparently is
to make a monopoly over the
Middle East oil ficlds. .

A from the policy for
Middle East's ofl resources,
the United States and the
Western world also pursue a

get one meal in
condition of one shift work. If
not work, t must starve.
The working class, here, usu-

draw salary without
medical, educational and other
allowances. In this cireum-
stances, they do not make out
the meaning of, say, the Pri-
vate University Bill. And it is
nothing to them who become
houseless by the constant ero-
sion of the rivers and who are
suffering from diarrhoea, mal-
nutrition and other diseases,
whether a minister exists or is
ousted from the ltament.
But such bills and issues not
related to the commonmans'
lot are being prepared and

policy which is to protect the
sccurity of [srael. They are
concerncd about the Arab na-
lionalist movement because it
might make an anti-lsrael
movement among the Arab
countries. So it is clecar that
the Zionist influence on the
United States and Western
World is always very real. Now

that Libya's punishment is al-
ready started thro UN
sanctions, what is the of

Non-aligned countries against
the ‘policy’ which the so-called
wesiern powers impudently
pursue Lo meet their thirst for
global strategic interest and,
peeiscely, in the name of Mid-
dic East pcace proess or anti-
lwrrorism™ In fact the world,
prace mitiative remains indis-
tinct instcad of projected suc-
cess and here is the contra-
diction between their aims and
achievements.

AFRICAN AND ASIAN NON-
ALIGNED COUNTRIES: Most of
the African and Asian Non-
aligned countries are least de-
veloped. Most of these coun-

tries implement their eco-
nomic and political goals by
serving super powers military
or strategic interest. For ex-
ample, India is trying to forge
closer military and political re-
lations with the United States
after the demise of the Soviet
Union, a former ally and once
India’'s major arms supplier.

Position of Bangladesh

Though the late President
Ziaur Rahman affirmed in the
sixth Non-aligned summit at
Havana that the policy of Non-
alignment i{s a cornerstone of
our foreign policy and though
he played a role of arbitrator in
the Gull war between Iran and
Iraq in 1979, but in the Gulf
war of 1990 between lraq and
allied forces Bangladesh rather
played an opposite role by
sending its army against Iraq,
for the sake of her national In-
terest. Bangladesh changed
her policy of arbitration per-
haps because the two major
donor countries were in the
side of the allied group. So the
role of Bangladesh in the Gulf
war again showed the Third
World's political and economic
reality vis-a-vis the moral al-
llance.

The most successful events
ol these century are the Ger-
man reunifieation and Soviet
disintegration. These are suc-
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passed in the parliament. And
the 'bills’ are sealed by the
parliamentarians as It had
achieved the verdict of the
common people. How strangel
The activities recall us the
'‘Gulltver's Travels' by Jonathon
Swift. He satires his society in-
venting a story in it thus: "The
Father of the present emperor
command his subjects to gcm
their eggs at the smaller end
instead of the larger end, be-
cause his son cut his finger
while he was breaking an e
at the larger end. The pulltlt:ﬁ
insurgence and chaos begin
following this false jssue.

Shelina Kamrul
Iahirgola, Sircggary

cessful because the events
were the outcome of mass
people’s interest. The breaking
of Germany was a super pow-
ers’ interest and the East Eu-
ropean communist bloc was
alsa another superpower's
strategic inlerest. So the dis-
appearance of Warsaw Pact
with the Soviet Union's demise
and the German reunification
teach us thalt the pcople's
power is siill alive and also
successiul while more than a
hundred Non-aligned coun-
trics are only struggling and
holding summits against
‘superpower or ‘bloc’ domi-

The Inside Weakness

The Non-Aligned Movement
was the product of cold war
and with the end of the cold
war, the movement is
reassessing its position. At a
ministerial meeting earlier
this year in Larnaca, rus,
discussions indicate the inside
weakness of Non-alignment.

Delegates were aware that No-
Aligned Movement (NAM] has
failed, particularly over the last
decade, to make a significant
impact on world affairs. Some
of the members had -even
talked of dissolving the move-
ment. There were three dis-
tinct groupings the first led by
Egypt and Cyprus. Indonesia
and Syria favoured co-opera-
tion with the West. The second
comprised the countries
which would like to confront

the US but dare not do so be-
causc of economic and political
vulnerability. Algertan Foreign
Minister Lakhdar Brahimi
urged to take Washington's
"New World Order into ac-
count” since its "superiority is
a fact.” The third grouping
consisted of countries like
Iran, Iraq, Yemen, Cuba and
Libya which insisted that NAM
should, in the words of Iranian
Foreign Minister t.:l Akbar Ve-
i ifl ‘“hu le
the West."

Such "difference of views
among the three groups,
within a broader group, is also
a result of self-interest. How-
ever, it is not hard to find way
there are groupings and de-
bate, among peace loving
countries, while their move
means not to involve with mili-
tary blocs and try to view
things independently and
maintain friendly relations
with all countries.

CONCLUSION: However,
with the leaders calling for en-
suring political and economic
security for individual member
states, blasting Western, and
big power domination, at the
current summit it is hoped
that. NAM has not deviated
ideologically. Assuming more
of consolidation among iis
members, as has been envis-
aged of the crucial summit,

NAM may play even a greater
role than before in a world

that is called unipolar now.

s

OPINION

Customs Duty

| am an appreciative reader
of Mr S AM S Kibria's "On the
record”, which | find to be a
clearsighted, level-headed. and

above all operational analysis of

| the current economic impasse
| and

possible solutions. How-
ever, | recently found myself in
disagreement with him over
.one concrete point.

In his column published on
August 30, Mr Kibria suggests
that the reduction in customs
duty on finished TV sets from
100% to 75%, and the in-
crease {n duties on some im-
ported components from 40%
to 45%., were unwise steps
which will spell destruction
for the local electronics indus-

try.

Now it seems to me that a
75% duty on the finished
product and a 45% duty on
imported components should
.uﬂ allow a reasonable degree
of effective protection to any
local industry. Exactly how
much would depend on the
share of impurtﬂix components

| in total costs. As an example, if

tmported components are the
only intermediate inputs, and
they amount to 70% of final
value, then, compared to a sit-
uation where there are no du-
ties on either the finished
product or the inputs, the ef-
fective rate of protection 1is
145% (I beg the lay reader's
pardon for se technicalities.
In simple terms, this means
that total value added per unit
of output is more than twice
what it would be if there were

try cannot compete with im-
ports even with such high
levels of protection. something
must be terribly wrong with
the industry. What is wrong is
probably slack management
and low labour productivity.

These will not be set right by
continued protection — on the

contrary, such protection usu-
ally encourages slackness, Why
bother with efficiency when
government policy ensures
profitability even to inefficient
operations?

Another point worth noting
is that this sort of cascading
tariff structure (higher rates
on final output than on inter-
mediate inputs), when it may
be inevitable for a while, also
discourages backward linkages.
Perhaps with a 45% duty on
imported components, a 'T
daring people will feel encou
aged to try to produce these

point of view, indeed, a case

could perhaps be made for
na the gap still further.
One cou ps find fault

with the speed of the reduc-
tion in protection — a more

adual phasing might have
advisable. But surely the

direction is right.

Finally, Mr Kibria is cer-
tainly right that there is g

powerful import lobby in the
country. But there are also pro-
tection lobbies, whoe want to
make easy profits in the cosy

shelter of government patron-

o Abu Abdulish
Research Director, BIDS

no trade taxes on either output
or inputs). Now if a local indus-




