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public librarics occupy a high

place in the educational sys-
tem. Public Mbrartes under
government auspices in our
country had thetr more
than years ago. But the

since then has been
rather tardy. There was a time
when public libraries in some
form or other functioned un-

istrative contrel of
Ministry of Cultural Affairs. It
has two branches in the city:
one at Armanitola and the
other at Mohammadpur. The
students mainly form its clien-
tele. The number of general
readers is not conside ;
The library is said to be
suffering from severe financial
constraints. On this account,
the library is vet to go a long
way to fulfil the expectatons of
the reading public. According
to lib sources, the total an-
nual allocatton for the pur-
chase ol books for the library
and its branches in the dis-
tricts is fifty lakhs. The alloca-
tion is said to be grossly inad-
equate in the light of the re-
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gether travelled throughout
the world to contribute 1o the
peace process,” Aralat said
emotionally

Begum Zia also had talks
with President of Cambodia
Prince Norodom Sthanouk.
North Korean Prime Minister
Young Hyong Muk. President
of the International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD) idris Jazairy, Kuala
Lumpur based UNHCR repre-
sentative Shamsul Bari.

During the meetings held at
the Assembly Hall of the Luxu-
rious Jakarta Convention Cen-
tre Begum Zia discussed bilat-
eral, regional and international
issues with them.

Begum Zia while meeting
with Prince Norodom Si-
hanouk of Cambodia iterated
her commitment to contribute
to the peace process in Cam-
bodta.

She said Bangladesh would
also help in future in the re-
construction of the war-rav-

Cambodia in different
fields tncluding agriculture.

Sihanouk thanked the
Bangladesh leader for her
country's contribution in the
peace process in Cambodia.
There are now more than
1000 soldiers, police person-
nel and civil volunteers work-
ing in Cambodta. -

He also apprised the
Hangladesh Prime Minisater
Begum Khaleda Zia of the lat-
est political situation in Cam-
beoxtia

Begum Zia said the problem
now facing Cambodia is politi-
ral and so it should be resolved
politically = She also told Si-
hanciik that he could take ind-
tatives to unile the warring
factions of Cambodia for hold-
ing a free and fafr election.

Begum Zia also said
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that

PM: Palestine

Central Public Library Offers Limited Facilities

By A S M Nurunnabi

selection of books, .
magazines, ctc. is made by a
committee consisting of
teachers, intellectuals, repre-
sentatives of publishers, con-
cerned ministry and the M-

mmmmmm,
ing rooms: onc hrgurll
reading., the second scl-

quirements of the library. The post It is felt by observers that
periodicals

ence and the third for
the n. It operates on
sclf system. Though the
has as its objective the

introduction of lending sys-
tem. at the moment they are
not for it The main rea-
son 1is they are not yet
with multiple coptes
books and other supporting
factlittes. The mainly
caters to the needs of graduate
and post- uate level stu-
dents. It plays a part in
the promotion of mass/aduit
education by way of providing
sustained back-u
those in that ficld.

In all developed countries,

blic libraries maintain mo-

fle units to bridge gaps In
readership needs of any com-
munity. It 1s understood that
though the library has such a
scheme, at the moment want
ol facilities in logistics stands
in the way of its implementa-
ton.

The library is headed by a
Director who is an officer ol
the administrative service
cadre. Library sources point
out an anomaly in this respect.
Though the relevant rules say
that the Director should be a
professional librarian, govern-
ment has now though it fit to
appoint an officer from the
administrative cadre to this

esh would support Si-

hanouk's peace initiatives.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and North Korean
Prime Minister Yong Hyong
Muk, during their mecting
agreed to further strengthen
the bilateral relations between
the two countries.

Begum Zia said the setung
up of Joint Economic Com-
mission would pave the way
for strengthening cooperation
in the fields of trade and
commerce between the two
countries

She also sought North Ko-
rean cooperation in properly
utilising Bangladesh's domestic
resources to attain the desired

of development. Coopera-
tion would be held in the Joint
Economic Commission meet-
ing to be held this month.

The North Korean Prime
Minister also recalled the visit
of Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman to his country and in-
vited Begum Zia to visit Rorea.

During her meeting with
IFAD President Ildris Jazairy
Begum Zia said she was aware

of the p mmes of [FAD in

Bangladesh including poverty
alleviation and women devel-
opment. She said the main
thrust of her government was
poverty alleviation, mass edu-
cation, women development
and employment gencration
and IFAD's programmes are
supplementing the govern-
ment's development efforts.
Begum Zia said.

UNHCR representative
Shamsul Bari at his mecting
with Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter apprised her of their activi-
ties in Rohingya refugee
camps. Begum Zia also al-
tended today the plenary scs-
sion of the ongoing NAM
summit.

|

Saifur : Delhi’s assurance

From Page | Col B

economies of both countries
wowards each other for mutual
benefit.

in his talks with Singh In
New Delhi, Rahman said, they
also exchanged vicws on eco-
nomic cooperation and the fi-
nancial sector reforms and lib-
cralisation programmes Cur-
rently being pursued by both
ruad Jomns

During the visit 1o India the
Finance Minister also called on
President Shankar Dayal
Sharma and held talks with
West Bengal Chiefl Minister
Jyoti Basu, Indian State Minis-
ter for Commerce and Industry
PJ Kurien and Deputy Chadr-
man of the Indian Planning
Commission Pranab Kumar

Mukharjee.
He said he urged the Indian
leaders o help a sys-

tem of collective self-relance

among the SAARC nations. He
streased the need for a more
action-oriented, instead of a
memorandum-oriented, coop
eration between the SAARC
members.

Rahman noted that he twold
a questioner at a Calcutta press
briefing that Bangladesh was
not in a position to supply nat-
ural gas to India as reserve s
much less even o mect the
internal demand.

Keen interest was shown in
West Bengal for importing

on account of the specialised

nature of the job. optimum re-
sults in the management and

development of the library can
be expected from n
als. Yet in the set-up. it
is said, 50 cent of the
posts are held by persons with
m! ll'dttltlﬂ
cates in rary Science. It is

understood that there h-mm:

grievance among the profes-
sionals on this score.

Accordi o a section ol
professtonal librartans, there is
at sent no dearth of senjor

experienced librarians. In
their opinion. allowing these

prulessionals a share 1n
the country's adminis-
tration would have a positive

impact in improving the li-
brary services.

The all itmportant factor
prejudicing the progress of
this library is its financial
constraints, as indicated by li-
brary sources. An allocation of
only 50 lakh Taka annually is
said to be a mere drop in the
ocean of needs. Because of fi-
nancial stringency. the range
of books, periodicals and
newspapers, ctc. acquired for
the library is limited. Unless
the allocation is substantially
augmented, the pace ol
progress in this sector will
continue to be slow and unsub-
stantial, as opined by these
source,

In these days of rising trend
of prices of books, a large
number of readers tum to pu
ltc libraries to satisfy their
reading needs. From this as
pect. a properly equipped I
brary is a blessing for a com-
munity

NAM compromise
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genocide.

“If they cannot say this
clearly we ... would rather sce
no text on Yugoslavia,” he said.

"Unfortunately we find to-
day that the compromise lext
goes against all UN and inter-
national statements on Bosnia
Herzigovina.” he added "We
have clearly said we can accepl
no compromisc.”

NAM declaration
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political and social issues.

It reconfirms the move-
ment's support for the
‘legitimate struggle of the
Palestinian people to secure
their inalienable rights to self-
determination and indepen-
dence.’ and calls for a resolu-
tion to the problem based on
UN resolutions.

It "attacks racism and
aparthetd and expresses soli-
darity with the ’‘people of
South Africa in their struggle
to establish a united, non-
racial and truly democratic’
nation.

On economic issues it calls
for funds released by arms cuts
to be re-channeled into help-
ing developing  countries,
adding a call for total nuclear
disarmament. Widening pros-
perity gap between developed
and developing- nations has
been made worse by
"inequitable International
structures and unequal rela-
tions,” the document says.

The progress of NAM and
other developing countries has
been hampered by "inadequate
access to technology. unabated
protectionism, historically low
commodity and raw matcrial
prices... and the heavy burden
of debt and debt servicing re-
sulting in reverse [inancial
flows to the developed coun-
Irfes.”

Menon
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members said

Yesterday (Wednesday) the
CT (Computed Topography)
scan showed a large area of
haematoma/neurosis covering
al/4of t lobe of the liver.
This could be the source of
septicemia is the formation of
pus containing septicemia, -
the faxed message said.

The note sald Menon's gen-
eral condition belore the oper-
ation was unchanged. with
fever, jaundice and anaemia.

Asked to comment on

Hilsa fish from Bangladesh, he [ Menon's condition stated in

sadd.

The Finance Minister also
addressed a group of Indian
businessmen at a meeting or-

ganised by the Delhi, Punjab
and Haryana Chambers of

the London message. a former
physician in, the Army Medical
Corp said, "You can be cau-
tiously hopeful of a recovery”.
"It all depends on how the
liver is behaving. You can't say

Commerce and [ndustry In I he is totally out to danger be-

New Delhi and held discussion
with representatives of the
confederation of Indian indus-
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cause there is jaundice”, said
(Captain) Maswoodur
Rahman explaining the condi-
tion after removal
necrotic mﬂnn{dtnd part) of
Menon's .

A message
the Workers Party stated
after the operation and he was
being kept in the post-opera-
tive care.

Dr TC Tan led the team of
surgeons that included Col
Zafarullah Siddiqui, a CMH

JPhyulttnn who accompanied

Menon to London.

of the

recetved through
Menon's tondition to be "good”
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Chief Sheikh Hasina addressing a political training course of Bangladesh

Chhatra League (M-]) at the party office yesterday.
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hall is a id of rival
Saced Sohrab faction of JCD.

The llas faction activists on
entering the hall from behind,
locked all entrances and began
scarching rooms for their ni-
vals, ts of the hall said.

They said that the attackers
knocked the Room 265 of the

Surja Sen Hall. somebody
the door from inside,
the attackers t into the

room and shot Mamun who

was Ik!i[l' in sleep.
Another resident of the

room Junayed jumped off from
the second storey room lor lile

Asraful Azam Mamun

and managed to escapc wilh
bullet in his thigh.

The gunmen carried the
body out of the room and
dumped it into the water

' reservoir behind the dormi-

mhltc and Fire Service per-
sonnel recovered the body of
Mamun at about 8 am.
Immediately after the kill-
ing. a flerce gunbattie flared
between the llas faction acti-
vists positioned at the Surja
Sen Hall and the Sohrab group

holed in neighbouring Mohsin
Hall, another stronghold of

Sohrab group, campus sources
said.

The battle continued from 5
am until 7 am.

According to residents of
the two halls, more than 500
rounds of shots were fired and
a large number of bombs were
blasted.

Heavy contingent of police
rushed to the spot at about
6.45 am and cordoned off the
whole area. No sooner had the
police arrived on the scene,

the llias loyalists rolled back

o thetr den in Ziaur Rahman
Hall

At about 7:30 am when
Mahmud Hossain along with
three other associates tried to
scal the wall of Sheikh Mujfbur
Rahman Hall. possibly to flee,
was shot from insi a car
parked nearby. The car speed
away after the incident.

Police later railded the

Jasimuddin and Shetkh Mujib
Halls and searched for unau-
thorised weapons, but found
nothing.

The autopsy of the two vic:
tims were conducted at the
Medical

Dhaka College

Hospital Friday alternoon.

The body of Mamun eldest
son of a businessman Abdus
Shukur, was sent to his 37/18
Bizlee Mcohalla at Muham-
madpur area of the capital and
was later sent to his wvillage
home at Bancharampur thana
in Comilla district.

Mahmud. of Bonaripara in
Barisal district. is the son of
Muhammad Altaf Hossain, an
employee of Khulna Newsprint
Mills. Mahmud's was sent
to Khulna in the afternoon.

Earlier, a namaj-e-janaza

was held at the university cen-
tral mosque.
UNB adds: Earlier on August
30, a former DU student was
killed and five others were in-
jured during a gun-battle be-
tween two JCD factions.

After that incident, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and BNP Secrctary General
Barrister Salam Talukder
called in both the group lead-
ers and asked them to refrain
from further confrontation.

Leaders and activists of both
the groups shook hands after

o

2 more DU boys kill

their meeting with the BNP
command and jointly held
jes and processions on the
Dhaka University campus from
August 31 to September 3.
JCID's crisis erupted in June
when Sayed group took over
the control of Mohsin Hall by
ousting the lias group men. It
also captured the Surjasen Hall
on July 28
Sayed Sohrab, General
Secretary of Mohsin Hall
Students Unilon, once was a
leader of lllas faction. Sayed
withdrew his support from
lllas and forged a separate
group in cooperation with

Nashrullah Khan Junayed

some central leaders.

JCD fell into another crisis
alter its central council was
held on July 16. The defeated
leaders in the counci]l then
united and formed a full-
fledged commitice and an-
nounced it on August 7.

Nazimuddin Alam., DUCSU
AGS and a leader of JCD.
commenting on the latest
trouble said. "It is very sad and
brutal incident”. He held
"outsiders and terrorist ele-
ments responsible  for
Frday s shootoul on the cam-

"OMS to down

rice prices

Food Minister Shamsul s-
lam has ruled out the possibil-
ity of any immediate release of
rice for open market sale de-
spite glut in government food
godowns in northern districts.

Any open market sale at
this stage will further depress
rice price which has already
come down to an unwarranted
level, he told UNB.

gas fields; 2) su

Killing on DU campus condemned

The Dhaka Universily
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
and a number of student
organisations have strongly

' condemned yesterday's ferce

gun-fight on the university
campus in which two students
were shot dead.

The DUTA at an emergency
meeting of its executive
committee termed the gun
battle as a result of intra-party
conflict of a student or -
tion. as suicidal and demanded
punishment of the killers.

In a statement issued after
elaborate discussion on the
nearly five-hour-long armed
incident, the meecting viewed
the DU administration and the
government must share the
responsibility of providing
protection to thousands of
teachers-students-employees
of the institution and de-
manded realistic and coordi-
nated steps in this regard im-
med iately.

Chaired by the DUTA presi-
dent SMA Fayez, the meeting
observed that a "hellish’ atmo-
sphere had been prevailing on

university campus over the
past days due to frequent
movement of the armed out-
siders and their stay at the
residential halls turning DU
halls into armouries, inaction
of the police and the
consequent helplessness of the
university authorities. Such a
sifuation had endangered the
lives of all the campus
residents, it added.

The DUTA alleged the
members of law enforeing
agencies were not at all inter-
ested In recovering the illegal
arms and accused the same
forces of supporting and col-
laborating with the terrorists
In some cCascs.

Narrating the armed battle

By DU Correspondent

that started in the early hours
of yesterday, the DUTA state-
ment said several gunshots
were fired at the residences of
the house tutors of Mohsin
Hall and the Suryasen Hall
which. it opined. could cause
serious accident.

The left leaning eight party
Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya
(GCO) at a hurriedly called
press conference at the Jatiya
Press Club alleged that yester-
day's incidents occurred as the
ruling party was sheltering the
terrorists inside the party's
student wing Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal (JCD).

Addressing the press con-
ference. the GCO leaders said
neither the Home Minister nor
the Prime Minister could avoid
the responsibilities of the
killings on the DU campus.

They accused the govern-
ment of contemplating to con-
trol student politics through

ing the anti-terrorism bill
in the parliament keeping the
JCD terrorists immune to legal
action and for not expelling
them from the sation.

The speakers called upon
all democratic student organi-
sations to resist, what they
called, terrorism of the JCD
activists.

Noor Ahmed
Razekuzzaman Ratan, Saidur
Rahim Bitul, Pal and Saj-
jad Zahir C addressed
the press conference.

During the press confer-
ence, a student rally has been
called at the foot of Aparajeyo
Bangla of the Dhaka University
today (Saturday) at 10am 1o
protest ‘terrorism of JCD ac-
tivists' and the killing of two
students of the untversity.

Sarnu]mnlrlk Chhatra Front
in its statement issued by Belal
Choudhury and Razekuzzaman

Bakul,

Ratan held the PM responsible
for failing to curb terrorism.
Besides, similar statements
were issued by the JSD (Inu)-
backed Chhatra League, Mukti-

joddha Chhatra Command and
Ganatanirik Chhatra Kendra.

Meanwhile. statements
condemning the DU violence
were also issued by JSD(Inu)
and BSD (Khaleq)

Jatlya Samajtantrik Dal
(lnu) in a statement Friday
demanded cxplanation from
the Prime Minister on the in-
cident of gun-battle between
two groups of her party's stu-
dent front.

- The statement issued by
Quazi Aref Ahmed and Hasanul
Hug Inu. Member of Presidium
and General Secretary respec-
tively of the party expressed
condolence at the death of two
students in the incident and
said people wanted to know on
whose direction the armod

hoodlums were being involved |

in such incidents repeatedly.

The people would no more
tolerate such heinous acts,
they said. adding that the gov-
emnment must say clearly what
measures it had taken to curb
terrorism to restore peace In
the country.

No dilly dally in this regard
would be ‘acceptable to the
pccrg:: any more, they added.

D convenor Khalequzza-
man in his statement said yes-
terday's gun-fight at the DU
proved it once that flle-
gal arms and the terrbrist
groups exists within the ruling
BNP.

The government could
never stop terrorism unless
the ruling party succeeded in
recovering illegal arms from
the party activists: he com-
mented.
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41 killed, 100 hurt in

BHOPAL Sept 4: A passenger train smashed into a
at a railway station in the central Indian

freighter
state of Pradesh early today. killing at least 41 people
and injuring more than 100, reports AFP. “ *

Hekmatyar's forces down
Afghan govt jet

ISLAMABAD. Sept 4: Radical Mujahideen leader Gulbuddin

jet pounding his Shindand Air Base, the

Hekmatyar's forces shot down today mm government

(ANA) said. reports AFP.
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The project components
are 1) 12 o 15 gas wells at
Kailastila, r and other
facilities;
3) Ashuganj-Bakhrabad (A-B)
gas pipeline: 4) compressor
station at Ashugan); B8)
Ashugan| metering station; 6)
telecommunications saystem
and control centre: 7)
Petrobangla-wide computert-
sation: B8) environment and
salety equipment; 9) technical
assistance and tratning

An |8-member IDA mission
that visited Dhaka late last
month (o pre-appraise the
proposed GIDP “confirmed”
IDA financing of the transmis
sion related components
costing more than a third of
the total costs. The mission
also Indicated that it would
woo Lhe IDA ment into
agrecing to fund the 173-mil-
I dollar surface facilities.

However, the IDA team did
not commit or indicate financ
ing for the new wells that
would cost an estimated 52
million dollars.

The mission strongly rec-
ommended that GOB
(Guvernment of Bangladesh)
and l'cirobangla should seek
and confirm a financing pack-

Hasina
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Despite repeated appeals
from Awami League to curb
campus lerrorism, she said the
government had failed to take

 cffective and non-partisan

sleps o deal with the situa-
ton.

Hasina criticised the
heinous” attempt of the peo-
ple in power to distort the
history of the 1971 Liberation
War. She said the Bengalee na-
tion fought the Liberation War
and waged struggles in ‘52, 54,
62, 66, and '69 under the
lcadership of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The whole national, she
said. gave clear mandate for
Awami Le and the Banga-
bandhu in 1970 general clec-
tion and had pre for the
impending War of Liberation in

1971.
The country was run ac-

cording to instructions Banga-

bandhu had given from his 32
Dhanmondi residence, Hasina

said.
The workshop was attended

by Zillur Rahman. Advocate
Gaziul Haq. Amir Hossain Amu.
Abdul Jalil. Sudhangshu
Shekhar Halder, Obaidul
Qader, Dr. Mostafa Jalal Mohi-
uddin, Prof. Abu Sayeed, Ba-
halul Majnun Chunnu, Mukul
Bose. Sultan Mohd Mansur
Ahmed. Jahangir Kabir Nanak,
Nurul Fazal Bulbul, BM Moza-
mmel Haq, Qamruzzaman
Ansari and SM Kamal Hossain.

Chhatra League Vice-Presi-
dent Ataur Rahman presided
over the function while Gen-
eral Secretary Igbalur Rahman
spoke on the objective of the
workshop.

Huda : AL
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the nation to disrupt the
healthy advancement of poli-
tics and national economy, he
said.

The Minister said after the
long 20 years of the Liberation
War they were now raising the
question of pro and anti-lib-
eration forces which would

' make the national freedom it-

selfl a controversial issue. He
said the Awami League leaders
who claim to be the sole
spokesmen of the Liberation

War, were not found in the
fleld when Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman braved all odds
to make the declaration of in-
dependence and launched the
War of Liberation.

The function was also ad-
dressed, among others, by
central BNP leaders Shamsul
Arefin Khan, Habibur Rahman
Mondal. Abu Mainuddin, Nabf
ulla Nabi and Khalllur Rahman.

as project

age for the critically needed
12 1o 15 new wells or the
cquivalent production from ex-
isting wells in the private sec-
tor”. Energy Ministry officials
quoting an [DA report sadd.
Fears continue to ha
icy planners that possible gas
supply shortages as carly as
mid- 1990s would reverse the

B

report released last April. the
costs of the shortage against
the projected demand are “a
combination of load-shedding .

a renewed claim by ofl im-
ports on scarce foreign ex-
change after a decade of Im-

pressive troleum import
H.Ihl'l:lh.lth'l'll::" a view th.uﬁ:y
Hangladesh officials.

An estimated 15.2 trillion
cubic feet of remaining. recov-
crable gas reserves, the coun-
try's only commercial energy
reseurce, could meet demands
of new consumers until 2010
and permit sufficient supplies
to meet total requirements for
aboult 80 years.

Crimes increase
From Page 1 Col 7

The first murder of the
month was committed when a
mini-bus helper pushed down
a passenger from the running
bus following an altercation
between the two. The uniden-
tifled passenger was ins
smashed under the wheels
near the Jatiya Press Club on
Angust 8.

Of the others, Farhad
Hossain, a student of Dhaka
College. was murdered report-
edly by a group of shop-keep-
ers of Bakushah Market at
Nilkhet on August 25.

Shahabuddin, a student of
Dhaka Polytechnic Institute,
was shot dead at a hostel of the
institute on August 29. He was
a victim of an internal conflict
of two factions of Jattyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD). The as-
sailants of Shahabuddin also
severely beat Abdur Rauf on
the same day. Rauf succumbed
to his injuries on September 1
at the Mohakhali Chest Disease
Hospital.

Bloody gun-battle between
two factions of JCD at the
Dhaka University campus on
August 30 also left one person
killed and another four
wounded.

China, 17, wife of Milon, an
autorickshaw driver, was
stabbed to death by her hus-
band at her Ibrahimpur resi-
dence. A hawker, Mia
was stabbed to death at
Mohammadpur by a group of
extortionists, and a rickshaw-
puller Ayat Ali was murdered
at Demra in a sequel to a
quarrel of two groups of the
area. Nearly 70 robberies and
muggings were committed in
the city during the last
months. At least 30 persons
were also stabbed by the mug-
gers during the incidents.

Of those who were found
dead, six were yu:::g girls and
three of them wo as house
maids. Police recorded the
cases as unnatural deaths but
they are yet to unearth the
mystery.

Of the girls, Sheli Begum
18, worked at the house of a
parliament member. Abdur
Rob Chawdhury at Gulshan.
She was found dead at the
house on August 28. Mina
Begum, 16, another maid was
found dead at her master's
house at Central Read on
August 3, while Ruma, 16, who
worked at a doctor's house at
Lalmatia was found at her mas-
ter's house on August 5.

Of the others killed, Sultan
Ahmed. a businessman, com-
mitted suicide by jumpin
from the top of the 18-story
Fastern Tower at Eskaton on
August 30.

In road aceidents, at least
29 people were killed and
nearly 120 injured in the city
during the last month.



