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A 4 NEW YORK, Sept
4 Ma-

leeva's line-kiss-
ing groundstro-
kes, an untimely
clondburst and a
combined

touch of .ﬁ.
Thursday to nd Martina
Navratilova her carliest US

Open loss since 1976 — the
yoar after Malecva was born

4 06 6-3 loss among the
worst of her carcer. A finalist
here last year and in 1989, she
came in seeded No. 3 alter a
recent victory over Meoenica
Seles. and considered hersell a
realistic contender for a Afth
Open championship

"I'm glad she's the last one.”
Navratilova said. "But | beat
their mother (Yulia). | never
lost to their mother.”

Navratilova appeared to
have Thursday's match totally
in-control as the third set be-

But rain suspended play

r the third time of the day

and the first time in the match

at 30-30 with Maleeva serving

in the opening game of the fi-
nal set

"If ever | lost a match by a
few inches. today was the day.”
Navratilova said

“Figure out what she had to

M NAVRATILOVA
lost the game with a long fore-
hand after getting trapped in a

baseline battle, exactly the op-
posite of her served-and-voliey

style.

That was all Maleecva
needed as she proceeded to
serve out the match,

Navratilova plunking the final
return into the net

Maleeva came away with no
loss of respect for Navratilova,
who went out in the first
round in 1976 and made it to
the semifinals or finals 1]
times in the next 15 years.

“She’s still a great player.’
Maleeva said . "1 don't believe
she's so old and still so good
She is my favorite player. She
can do everything, return the

ball. drop shots. She does what

| want o do with 4
While little na was

busy turning the upside

down on stadium court, both
her sisters quietly moved into
the third round with straight
scts wins on the oulside
courts.

Fifteenth -seed Kalerina
cased past Dominique Monami
of Belglum 6-3, 6-4 and eldest
sibling, Manuela Maleeva
Fragniere, the ninth seed. beat
American Louise Allen 6-4. 6
2

There was also one minor
upset on the women's side
when 12th seed Nathallie
Tauziat of France left the coun
in tears after a crush 6-0

6-0 loss to South rcan
Amanda Coetzer.
Twice US Open champion

and reigning Wimbledon title
holder Steffi Gral overcame a
lacklustre to oust
Pam Shriver 7-5, 6-3 and
|4th-seeded American Zina
Carrison beat German Silke
Meter 6-2, 2-6, 6-4.

The rain played tricks with
matches all day, interrupting

Andre Agassi's and Goran
Ivanisevic's night matches, and
testing the patience of all the

Brad Gilbert saved three
match points and needed
more than eight hours, includ-
ing a four-hour rain delay in
mid-match, to upset No. 11
Michael Stich 5-7, 6-3, 3-6. 6-
3. 7-6 (7-0).

Jim Courfer idly and impas-
sively strummed his racket
strings in the sprinkling rain
early in the day as Andre|
Chesnokov begged the umpire
to stop their second-round
match.

MADRID. Sept 4:
Only Diego Mar-
adona's transfer
[rom Napoll to
Seville could steal
the spotlight fr-
om the Spantsh Pirst-Division
scason opener Saturday bet-
ween title-starved Real Madrid
and defending champion
Barcelona, reports AP.

Seville, coached by Carlos
Bilardo, would still like to get
Argentina's 1986 World Cup
hero, and Napoll. insisting he
is not for sale, still want him to
return for the ltalian League
a0

Maradona, just off his 15-
month suspension for a posi-
tive cocaine test, maintains he
will never go back to Italy and
leaves it for FIFA to sort ouL

The transfer would wun-
doubtedly add s not just
to Sevil but to the entire

First Diviston, suffering from a
drought of big-name 1

this year. Most clubs found
their spending heavily re-
stricted following the ordered
conversion into limited com-
panies and responsible to
shareholders.

Citing official
leading dailly El Pais said

clubs’ ex ture on
mm decreased from
dirs 50 million in 1991 to dirs
30 million this season.

But that apparently won't
detract from the season open-
er, which will feature this
season's most expensive tran-
sfer, Chilean centre forward
ivan "The Terrible” Zamorano,
and last year's highly touted
but often-injured Robert
Prosinecki — both for Real.

Zamorano, who came from
Seville, cost Madrid 600 mil-
on pesetas (dirs 6 million),
while Prosinecki, who had a
price tag of dirs 15 million, A-
nally appears to have healed
from a series of leg injuries
that kept him out of all but five
games last season

Trying to end their two
year slump without a major

Div 11l soccer

Sports Reporter

Matuail Juba Sangha regis-
tered a convincing 3-0 victory
over Little Friends' Club in one
of the three maiches of the
Pragat! Insurance Third
Diviston Football league at the
Mahakhali T&T ground yes-

figures, the

terday

Abdul Karim Mintu put
Matuail ahead in the 16th
minute (1-0)

Mizanur Rahman Khokon
doubled the margin in the
33rd minute (2-0) while Selim
compicted the tally for the
winners in 62nd minute (3-0).

Seltm of Matuall recetved
the yellow card for rough :

At the Outer Stadium,
Maghbazar Krira Sangha edged
past Dilkusha Sporting Club |-
0

‘Rllln Kumar was the

scorer.

Bashabo Tarun Sangha
shared points with East Bengal
Boys Club in a draw in
the other of the day at

the same venue.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Dhaka SC vs Purbachal (3

pm: Outer Stadium
Jagarani 8 vs Gandaria

Famous [(4:30 pm: Ouler

Stadium).
Lalmatia Chub vs
KC (4 pm: T&T

honour, Real i1s hoping new
coach Benito Floro can bring
changes that will mirror his
siiceess at Albaccete, which he
look the Third Division to fifth
place tn the First Division last
QSO

“Re 1] Madrid have been ac-
customed in recent years lo
playing counterattack. what |
aim to do is that the team at-
tacks from the word ‘go'.”
Floro said, adding the squad is
under orders to chase the ball
“like mad dogs.”

But several heavily disap-
pointing pre-season perfor-
mances, including last Satur-
day's 4-0 thrashing by Brazil's
Sao Paulo and Tuesday's 3-1
defeat by Ajax of Amsterdam,
already have critics busy.

"I respect the criticisms,
but | don't share them and net-
ther do they worry me.” he
said.

He said the team has been
playing at 25 per cent of their
potential but insists improve-
ment is near.

“The results will be seen
this year,” he said, lddl.ngdﬁ;l
he was more than con t
Real Madrid would regain the
league title.

Meanwhile, Johan Cruyfls
Barcelona remain virtually un-
changed since winning both
the European Champions Cup
and then. second Spanish
leaguc title.

With Bulgarian striker Hris-
to Stoichkov, Dutch sweeper
Ronald Koeman and Danish
forward Michael Laudrup.
Cruyfl belicves Barca is the
undisputed favourite to retain
their crown.

"To start the scason with a
defeat in Camp Nou (Stadium)
is inconceivable.” he said. “If

we lose, we might as well give
it up.”

Despite Real Madrid's and
Barcelona's absolute domd
nance of the title since the
1983-84 season. a growing
number of writers are predict
ing Atletico de Madrid's rise to
the top

Atletido. the King's Cup
winner last year who finished
third in the league, will field
newly acquired 23-year-old
Mexican Luis Garcia along with
German swceper Bernd
Schuster and Portugal's Paulo
Futre in its opener against
Tenerife on ‘

Lats nes, one of 11
Spanish-born coaches in the
20-team division, will again
rely on Manolo Sanchez. the
lcague’s top scorer last scason
with 28 goals.

Valencia has added Roma-
nian defender Miodrag Be-
lodedict in hopes of improving
on last season's fo -place
finish.

Entering a second season
under Guus Hiddink — one of
four Dutch coaches, Valencia
begins their scason Saturday
against division newcomer
Rayo Vallecano, which recently
signed Austrian Anton Polster.

Other fresh foreign sign
include Braziltans Maura da
Silva and Jose "Bebeto” Gama
for Deportive de La Coruna.

ich hosts newcomer Celta.

Real Zaragoza. meanwhile,
hope to extract some glory
from 31-year-old ex-Inter Mi-
lan defender Andreas Brehme
of Germany in the team's
opener against RCD Espanol.

Other games Sunday in-
clude Cadiz at Athletic he Bil-
bao, Oviedo at Logrones.

Seville at Albacete, Osasuna at
Sporting de Gfjon. and Real
Sodtdﬁ at Burgos.

-]

Spanish league kicks-off today

[

football leag

and Dilkusha Sporti
Maghbazar won by a solitary goal.

: : e . ¢ I | I _. - . 1
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A mid-field tussle during yesterday's Third Division

match between Maghbazar Kishalaya
il ng Club at the Outer Stadium.

— Star photo
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Courter's patience — with
the rain. with Chesnokov, with

his own mistakes in the match
and his mild slump this sum-

mer — s @ reason he's No.
| and in the round of the
Open. after a 46, 6-3, 6-3. 6|
viCLlory

Courter needed that atyi-
tude Thursday during the

frustrating delays inst the
always-dangerous Chesnokov.
the 40th-ranked Russian who
had beaten him in their five

e D" wot bebind

this time. Courter didn't worry
or c his tactics. Instead.
he pummeled the ball as hard
as cver from the baseline, wok
his chances on occcasion at Lthe
nel. and he said "1 won Lhe
last poini., sogme | hadn i
been able o do flive time

against Andrel.”
As the drizzle began in the

third game of the second set
one game apiece, Chesnokov
slipped to lose a point on
serve, com to the um-

pire. slipped again to jose an-
other point. and complained

mﬂn. Sultan Gang)l
of Oreat Britain, didn't budge.
Courter. meanwhile, stayed
back by the baseline and fid-
died with his racket, walting
to pounce on the annoyed
Chesnokov and break him
Which he did. From there. it

“gﬂ“ .C'E:uu o t

er couldon't ex
plain why it is he s virtually
unbeatable at times, and terr
bly vulnerable other times.

"l wish | knew.” he said

In another rain-delayed
match played on Thursday
night, John McEnroe cruised
o a runaway 4-6 6-3, 6-0, 6-2
sccond-round viclory over
Diego Nargiso of ltaly after
lurching through the first set.

Where labour 1s
blossoming

RIGA, Latvia, Sept 4. Latvian
soccer coach Jants Gilis
scemed relicved just to have
ficlded a full team tn the World
Cup qualifier against Denmark.
let alone held the European
champions to a historie goal-
less draw, reports Reuter

Since taking charge in Jan-
uary Gilis has been battling
poverty. inexperience and
public indifference as he builds
a team only recently readmit-
soccer
after a gap of more than 50

years.
Between Lthe wars Latvia had

fust about the best soccer side

of the three Baltic states. but
decades of Soviet rule sent the

into virtual hibernation.
It is now only the fourth most
popular sport behind ice
hockey. basketball and volley-
ball.

I've had to start from
scratch and it's been very diffi-
cult.” Gilis said.

“There is a whole range of
problems to be solved. both
technically and financially
This is still a poor country”.

The tecam receives no gov-
ernment funding and raises
every rouble itself. It even had
to take out a 2.5 millon Lat-

| vian rouble (15,600 US dollar)

bank loan to improve Riga's na-
tional Daugava Stadium when
the owners pleaded poverty.

The side is relying heavily
on the hard currency it eamed
from selling advertisement
space to Swedish television as
well as 17.000 dollars gained
for providing the Danish fans
with tickets.

Sport
Navratilova’s earliest exit from US Open

Most of the players have Iit- |

tle experience of top-grade
soccer, with only a handful
playing abroad. The 12-team
First Division has barely six
decent sides in it Gilis says.

The Latvians pedigree
could hardly have been less
impressive—{ive defeats in six
matches against sides like
Malta and the Norwegian
Olympic tcam.

They kicked off their World
Cup campaign with a 2-1 de-
feat at home to Baltic neigh-
bours Lithuania.

But last Wednesday Latvia's
defence put on a remarkably
mature display to shut out the
Danes.

Gilis, pacing up and down
the touchline in his distinctive
yellow jacket and purtlc
trousers, was understandably

ecstatic.
“The result was not the

main thing. although | am %Ihd
we got a point. The main thing
was that the whole world
knows Latvia can play football,”
he sald afterwards, beaming
broadly.

Arab Games
may bar Iraq

BAGHDAD. Sept 4: Iraq are
set to have the door slammed
in their [aces when they arrive
for this weekend's start of the
Arab Games in Syria, reports
AFP.

Despite an invitation from
the Arab League to the two-
week extravaganza, Syrian Cus-
toms officers are expected to
turn away the lraq delegation
at Dara on the Jordanian bor-
der on Thursday.

In the bitter aftermath of
the Gulf War, the six monarchs
of the Gulf Cooperation Council
— Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Untied
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain
and Oman — have threatened a

boycott if Iraq competes.

il
oy .

-

1

|

DHAKA SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 1992

!

Jim Courier, the top-seeded American, shakes hands with Andre Chesnokov of Rus-ia after
winning his third round match of the US Open on Thursday at the National Tenni« Centre,

New York.

— Star TV photo

Fischer-Spassky 2nd game drawn

SVETI STEFAN,
Yugoslavia K Sept
4 Veteran US
chess star Bobby
Fischer left no
doubts about the

strength of his comeback after
20 years on Thursday by
fighting his way o a drawn in
the sciond game against his

BORIS SPASSKY

former world Championship
adversary Boris Spassky,
reports Reuler

Fischer. playing black. even
looked close to winning after
four hours but finally ofifered
draw after a grueling six and a
half hours and Spassky's 59th
move.

Fischer., 49, gave credil
Thursday to his old opponent.
the same man he defeated in
1972 to became American’'s
first and only chess world
champion

"Borts had a good game. but
then he made a few slips.

Fischer said. “| had a winning

chance ... the end is a clear
draw ~

Spassky, a 55-year-old
Russtan now a French eftizen
conceded he sim "played
badly” In the le of the
game

Spassky played white and
opened Lthe game at 3.30 pm
with the Samisch variation
Fischer adopted the King's
Indian defence to appreciative
"oohs” from the audience.

Gtven Spassky's early posi-
tional advantage. chess experts
were Iimpressed by the
strength of Fischer's middle
game. Some sald he came

close o beating Spassky out-
rght

Fischers not much worse
than he used o be — that
means he's one of the best in
the world.” leelandic Grand-
master Met

“This is utiful play.” said
Aleksander Nikitin. a Russian
Grandmaster. “The Flacher we
saw today is the Fiacher of 20
vears ago

Spassky. robbed of the
world crown by Fischer in
1972, appeared to have won a
positional advantage after an
opening with a King's Indian
defence and sacrificing a pawn
in the |8th mowve

But Grandmasters watching
the game said the former
Soviet chess genfus made a
major error 16 moves later by

SCheT. w I"Ilbtlll

advantage. won an exchange.
gaining a rook for a bishop and
swinging the game in his

favour as tired.

But SPL%I back al-
ler the 52nd move. ensuring a
draw offered by Fischer.

Fischer fans noted that the
49-year-old American stuck to
his own variations of the King's
Indian defence opening from

20 years ago and ignored sub-
sequent improvements by

Petursson satd .

Russian Carr! Kasparov

"He's tough.” said lcelandic
Orandmaster Meigar
Petursson. “There's certainly
not wrong with his play.”

Under the rules of the
match, draws do not count
for points., leaving the score
1-0 , after Flacher's convincing
openiing victory In a six hour

BOBBY FISCHER

contest Wednesday. The con-

test 15 betng held in this cle-

t Adriatic sea resort in de-

of UN sanctions against
Yugpslavia,

The next game in the series

is due to take place on
Saturday .
There are to be no ad-

journments in the series, in
which the wvictor will be the
first to win 10 games.

After one player win five
games. the match moves to
the capital of Serbia

new truncalted

Yugosiavia.

R | The girl who

see

Rajcsany born
when Fischer beat Spassky in
1972. becoming the only

American to win the world t-
tle

By the time she won her
first tournament at the age of
eight. her future boyfriend had
turned his back on the chess

world and spent nine years in
we o luston.

Her arrtval in Svetl Stefar
for the tournament caused @

storm amongst photographers.
Pretty and round faced with a

natural smile and long. strajght
hatr, she charmed them all.

At a ¢ gala on the
eve of the match — her 19th
birthday — she and Fischer

were feted as a king a and
queen by dancers dressed as
pawans in a costumed extrava-
anza.

As a rising female chess
star, Rajcsany! says, she often
has to battle for credibility
from male colleagues

"They don't take women
seriously. They say women are
not good chess players.” she
said.

"And they are sort of right,
because women are generally
weaker.”

Fischer himsell was once
known as scornful of women
players. "They're weak com-
pared to men. They shouldn't
play chess, you known.” he was

quoted as saying in a 1961 in-
terview with writer Ralph Gin-

Asked whether Fischer re-
ally said that. Rajcsanyl laughs.
"It could well have been
% she says. adding that
he is sceptical of the abilities
of her fellow Hu Judit
Polgar, who plays at world
championship level.
Rajcsanyi often plays against
Fischer, to the benefit of her

" Paralympic Games begin in

BARCELONA. Sept 4: Two
hundred wheelchairs adorned
with multicoloured lights ro-
lled into Barcelona's Montjuic
Olympic Stadium as the
Paralympic Games opened to

| the theme of the light of

inspiration on Thursday. re-
ports Reuter.

More than 3,000 disabled
athletes from 85 countries,
who will compete for medals
in 15 sports over 10 days ol
competition, paraded in a
glittering opening ceremony
presided over by Spain’'s
Queen Sofia.

The stadium. reduced in
capacity from 65.000 during
last month's main Olympics
to 40,000 to cater for disabled
spectators, was packed for the
three-hour ceremony. which
lacked none of the spectacle
or emotion of the opening of
the full Games.

In an effort to sustain the
Olympic spirit in Barcelona,
Games organisers have made
all Paralympic sports free to
the public. Spectators pay for
the opening and closing cer-
emonies but top prices were

only one fifth of those for the
main Games.
Antonio Rebollo, the

archer who held mil-
lions in thrall when he fired a
blazing arrow to light the
Olympic flame last month.

staged a perfect repeat per-
formance on :

The 36-year-old Polio vic-
tim from Madrid ignited his
arrow from the Olympic torch
carried on a to the sta-
dium four rently dis-
abled athletes before sending
it arcing 60 metres up to the
bowl of the Olympic flame.

Rebollo, a Paralympic medal
winner in Seoul and Los
Angeles, 1s competing again
and is hopeful of another
medal, despite the “unconven-
tional training”™ involved in

ting the flame.

The athletes, gathered in-
side the track around an olive
tree, symbol of Olympic wvic-
tory, listened to a message of
encou ment from :ﬂpl;.l:d
British  scientist Stephen

Hmdm.mmm-

spark of fire, a creative force,”
computerised voice

*The important thing is
that one should be stretched
to be outstanding in some

field. These Games provide an
opportunity for that.”
The Barcelona Paralympics,

for the blind., sufferers from
polioc and related diseases,

para and tetraplegics, am-
putees and victims of cerebral
palsy. are the ninth since the
movement began as part of
the 1960 Olympics in Rome.

Barcelona (s the fourth
Olympic city to stage the

pics as an extension of
the world's biggest single
sporting event, using many of
the same venues.

Many mpic sports are
the same as their full Olympic
counterparts — athletics, cy-
cling. shooting, archery,

thifting — but others are

<
d:drud specially for the dis-

Bc;ccla. a version of the
French game of Boules, is
played by people with cere-

bral palsy. Goalball s a game
for the blind, with players
aiming to score goals aided by
bells inside the ball.

An indication of how seri-
ously the Paralympics are
taken is that for the first time
competitors will be su
full International Olympie
Committee (10C) drugs testing

t to -

Eight wheelchair athletes carry the Paralympie iﬂng at the Montjuic Stadium during the
({:.n- n

| opening ceremony of the IXth Paralympic

arcelona on

ursday. — AFP photo

Barcelona

procedures.

Pre-qualifying tests, during
which competitors are sorted
into categories according to
their disabilities, iIncluded
strict controls to ensure ath-
letes did not overstate their
limitations in order to com-
pete against less able rivals.

In a welcoming speech,
Barcelona mayor Pasqual

said: “For an Olympic
city organising the Paralympic
Games is more than a moral
obligation. it is a satisfaction
and a necessity. Without the
Paralympic Games we could
not speak of removing barriers
or of opening up the city.”
and Miguel Duran,
president of ONCE, Spain's
charity for the blind which
put up 40 per cent of the 100
million dollar Games budget,
have both made pleas that the
Paralympic become an integral
part of the Olympic movement
instead of depending on the
goodwill of the host city to
stage an event for the disabled.

Catalan JOC chairman Juan
Antonio Samaranch, talking to
the Barcelona newspaper La
Vanguardia, ruled this out on
grounds that the Olympies
were already too unwieldy.

But Duran persisted. °lt
does not matter to us if we
coincide in time with the
able-bodied athletes. What
matters to us is that we be
considered Olympians and for
that we are willing to give up
some things.”

Carr retains
title

SEHLLHARBOUR, Australia.
Sept 4: Rod Carr retained his
Australian super-middleweight

boxing title Friday night when
his 12-round bout with chal-

lenger John Bogolin was de-
chmdw a technical draw after
three rounds, AP.

Referee John Wright haled
the contest at the end of the
third round after bgth fighters
suffered cuts above their left
eyes following head clashes.

Carr's record is now 11-8-
3. while Bogolin, who survived
a standing eight count in the
first round, is 12-9-3




