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of erosion caused rivers are as nu-

merous as local droughts and floods. It is the
old problem of Bangladesh being constantly
stabbed by that double-edged scimitar of excess
of water on one hand and too little of it on the
other. Latest reports say 20 thousand ﬁplt in
seven thanas of Pabna district have t their
homes (0o erostion by both the Padma and the Ja-
muna. That doesnt seem so ant in a land
where lakhs are swept away by an elemental fell
swoop or when compared to, as in the present
case, the other losses in Pabna such as the ‘de-
by the rivers of 11 government offices.

5000 handloom factories, 12 ues, five pri-

mary schools. three madrashas one college
A flood of the size of one that enveloped all of
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29 doomsmonday in ‘91 has a harrowing

m:l-:uhnty. But the unrelenting river erosion
goes on and on all around Bangladesh has a
far more destructive influence on the physical pa-
rameters of the land than those world news-
makers. Erosion of soil which into silting of
rivers causing floods contributes the most to a
kind of inexorable meteorological. hydrological

and environmental crunch drawing into its vortex
the whole liveability of our dear motherland. It is

|uut not a question of losing some houses and
that erosion re nts.

Erosion is a natural process that goes on and
on and as such falls outside the e of valued
judgments like good or bad. But excessive ero-
sion leading to cut down on the liveability of a

nnia- hub of culture and ctvilisa-
tion, is mmtthl.n&:hat has to be set right —
plainly in order to :

Society’'s incomprehension of the human ac-
tions — or the lack of it — that leads to the
dmuﬁht-ﬂood-cmalnn-dcscruﬂcatmn vicln&s cy-
cle has itself been somewhat eroded in the re-
cent years — thanks to the environment move-
ments. Unfortunately the same cannot be
sald of the government and other collective
mﬁu of power with as much certainty. Both

and river erosion can very effectively be
fought with appropriate afforestation, — the
biggest factor contributing to erosion of land is
denudation wrought by man. This i$ the situation
when only curbing defoliation wouldn't be
enough, — lakhs of hectares of land, speciall
along the erosion-prone rivers, must be a.iy
f ed with effective trees. .

Another very big factor, but far more control-
lable, has been the construction activities of the
nation. Building of roads and set up of town-
ships and bazars and construction have

ever been done in a water-fri man-
:rme prt?cm goes on. metg:ﬂtn:“h one in
a e connec € rns —
nmthuldmr%ttmm l'nrltllthgflghwc
are not too sure it would be water-friendly or
that it would not impel the Jamuna to throw up
more and more of the sand dunes it has been
notoriously domﬁ,mr since it took its present
course some two hundred back or that the
. when finished, would not end at a point
from where another river — the Dakatia— would
up to the horizon. Our building activities
— all conceivgble kinds of them — must be made
to be hydrologically correct.

The question is in fact another name
for the question of geographical existence of Ban-

. Long before the erosion-drought-flood-
tion cycle would catch Bangladesh in a
vice-like grip, the society here will have started
on the way of an all-round putrefaction. This grim
scenario can of course be reversed by moving the
to address the question of erosion and all

that it keads to in a foolproof fruitful way.

Meanwhile, Chandpur is continually being
eaten up and there is no way to save Sirajgsanj —
at least in the conventional way. And the Surma
has started seriously eroding Mollargaon in
Sylhet Sadar thana. It is time government as well
as scientists and socially committed people took
up in eamest the question of erosion which is a
long-drawn-out expression of punchy things like
floods and droughts and yet is a picture in sum-
mary of the long unending tale of land abuse. How
can we save our rivers and our lands ? How can
we replenish the powers of our lands — towards
which nothing has as yet been done ?

Environmental Peril

Of late environmental issues have come to the
fore frcnt the world over. When the Greenpeace
movement took up the issues in right earnest,

thought they had any chance. But today,
with the end of the cold war, not will even
gt thr?aus ﬂ}g_};gh to h them tgeir due cre-

. In country no such organise ups ma-
de an issue of the anvironment, but thr;rcp; has
all been advancing the cause of a greener

esh. Unfortunately not with much success.

Today, we know to our horror, that the north-
ern region of the country has only two per cent of
forest cover. Countrywide this f(igure is as low as

t per cent nst an ideally low forest cover

25 Eff cent. ently, the north of the coun-
try is in a particularly precarious situation. The
threat of desertification has now become real and
the n has already been experiencing a host
of unprecedented problems, thanks to the de-
nudation of its tree covers.
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the
support that allowed
former dictator,

growing criticiam abroad.
Once the Cold War ended

ber of people work there.
When the fighting got they
turned their backs American

embassy officials in Nairobi
suggested the entire turned
their backs. American
officials in Natrobi
the entipe country should be
paved over and tumed into a
parking lot.

They don't care. They no
longer need Somalia — it's just
a problem — this is how a se-
nior American diplomat was
quoted, in the Washington Post
of all places.

The UN left in January
1991 when Siad Barre was de-
posed. Nobody was paying any
attention to Somalia.

Why did it take so long to
act? Well. the incestuous and
destructive relationship be-
tween the press. TV foreign
editors and reliefl agencies had
a lot to do with it

They all fed on each other
in a very unhelpful way. They

A Failure of Leadership

memos to Perez de Cuellar,
the former Secretary General,
written at the end of 1990,
from people within the UN
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soldiers anyway. All
well
where are they? It is a
faillure of Leadership

by Rakiya Omaar
in an interview with
Nyta Mann and'

warning him what would hap-
pen in Somalia.

But he was still busy with
irdg and the hostages and E]
Salvador — things that mat-
tered more to people in the
Security Council — and he
couldn’t care less about Soma-
M

The regional blocs to which
Somalia belongs — the Organi-
sation of African Unity, the Is-
lamic Conference and the Arab
League — don't care. The |s-
lamic conference and the Arab
League include some of the
richest countries in the world.
They are awash with money.
Many have also been involved
in the wars in Somalia

| have just returned from
along trip 1o the north of So-

these macho men

-—

malia where dozens of people
are killed or maimed by
landmines. Where are those
landmines from? From Pak-
istan. from Egypt — the allies
of the West.

The thing about the Cold
War is that 1t was not exclu-
sively the USSR and the US,
but also their alies — Cuba.
East Germany and others on
one side. Saudl Arabia.
on the other. All pumping in
armaments and following the
lead from the superpower.

And where now s the or-

nisation of African Unity?

you heard them say any-
thing about Somalia? No one is
asking that they launch what is
required. which is essentially
the largest reliefl operation in

about Somalia

w_ hmm ” m'm' in Kismayo oity

This 1s almost as much a
scandal for the reliel agencies
as it is for the UN. There were
only five rellel agencies in So-
malia until very recently.

Where were all the others? No, organsiation. African Watch.

On History and Selective Amnesia

by Qazi M Fazal

URING the height of
the Cold War. in the
mid 80's. | had a discu-
ssion on global atrocities and
injustices with some American
friends of mine. The
Union had recently shot down
a Korean Airline aircraft with
over 350 civillans on the
suspicion that it was on a
spying missiop. “Barbaric,
inhuman” my American friends
. And indeed the
total disregard for innocent
human lives is barbaric.
In the spirit of the conver-
sation, 1 brought up how lsrael
in the early 70's had shot

tural simply pre-
ven them from remember-
ing certain facts.

Sadly, just ke my Ameri-
can s. the whole of the

world away from Sara-

jevo and Somalia. truck

loads of refugees are
arriving at overcrowded and
discase-ridden camps at the
foothills of the Himalayas in

They are Nepali-speaking
Bhutanese. who have been dis-
placed two years after Bhutan
passed laws requiring all cit-
gens to wear the traditional
Buddhist dress and speak the
Dzongkha language.

Since then, reliel officials

. here say the number of Nepali-

speaking Bhutanese who have
fled the tiny ‘Dragon Kingdom'
to neighbouring Nepal and In-
dia is nearing 100.000. About
20 trucks packed with 50
Bhutanese each crosses
Nepal's eastern border to ar-
rive at six refugee camps here
every day.

. The refugees Tecount horrt-
fying tales of torture and ha-
rassment from the Bhutanese
authorities, and reliel workers
here say it is South Asla’'s own

version of "ethnic L
Bhogendra Sharma. of the

Centre of Victims of Torture,
summed up the stories :
"Whole communities are being
turned into battlefields.
Schools have been turned into
barracks, houses are razed,

Weslern world and its gov-
emment, alt | am sure
they are full of best inten-
tions. have a selective memory
of history. Japan and Germany
continue o pay reparations for
their brutality in World War IL
Rightly so. But does anyone
remember the few million
American Indians killed by the
European Americans in the
19th cen-tury? Certainly, an
"ethnic-cleansing” of sorts in
the much denounced Serbian
style. Any reparations for
them? How about some
compensation for the victims

of American slavery?
Colonjalism?
In all fatrness, perhaps the

Western world really does its
best to be humane,

and just. It aids Third
World in alleviation
(although 20% of America’'s of-
ficials development assistance
goes to catering to only Israel.
a country of five million already
pretty well-off people]. West-
ern universities provide schol-
arship for non-Western stu-
dents. Usually, the West tries
to save the environment.
Sometimes, it shares its new
technologies and medicine al-
most quite freely. The West
beats up the bad guys like Iraq

from bullying their smaller
neighbours since each coun
lry s sovereignty must be In
sured from foreign invasion
However, when it comes o
clearing up the issue of
sovercignty in Yugoslavia, the
Western world turns the other
way. The reason? in the Gulf,
there were clear-cut borders
to push back the lragis. In Yu:
goslavia. there are no such
things between the Serbs and
Croats and Bosnians. appar-
ently, the Western criternon is
nol ceas¢e human suflering at
all costs, but to avoid getting
tangled Iin a touchy problem. It
is all oo easy for West 1o
forget the role of oil that
Kuwatt which Mus-
lim Bosnians don't. It is also
casy W lorget thal there have
always been border disputes
between Kuwait and lraq ever
since the West arbitrarily di-
vided up the countries after
World War |I. | wonder what
excuse¢ my American friends
would have for the continual
defiance of Lebanese sover-
eignty by the Isracli Army. Now
-a- days, national sovereignty is

not a strong enough concept 0
prevent the West from

reinvading Iraqg

Selectve memory breeds a
double standard and a certain
bit of hypocrisy. Take terror-
ism for example. |srael. and its
Weslern supporiers, refused to
deal with the Palestinian Lib
cration Organization because it
is an organization that con-
dones. and perhaps perpe-
trates. terrorism. Let's take a
look at history a few decades
ago. In 1937, a lacton of the
World Zionist Organization, the
Irgun Zval Leumi, and another
organization known as the
Stern Gang, were counvinced
that the Britsh were abandon-
ing the Zionist cause, so they
began resortung to terror to
remind the British eof their
commitment to Zionism and
started a guerilla war. The
Stern under the leader-
ship of the Israeli hero Begin,
at one point blew up the King
David hotel in Jerusalem be-
cause they knew of some Bri-
tish citizens in it. Who cares
for the other Innocent lives in
the hotel? | wonder if the Bri-
tish government remembers
this. Shamir, :x—ﬁnme minis-
ter of Israel and Begin's disci-
ple, ironically. refused 1w

negotiate with Palestinian
“terrorists.”

Iin 1948, after the declara-
tlon of an [sracli state, the
Jews still did not have a major-
ity to form a cohestve Isracli
government. the clopedia
Britannica writes: “t Irgun
stormed and captured the vil
lage of Dar Yasin and massa-
cred much of the population,
terrorizing the Arab villagers,
who began a mass exodus from
Palestine " By 1949, the depar-
ture of 1,000,000 Palestinian
Arabs finally gave [sracl the
Jewish majority it required to
form a government. Does all
this sound similar to what the
Palestinians have been trying
o do in their hopes of having a
state of their ewn? One peo-

x;lhmumn&m'pm-’

§ freedom fighters andl sol-
diers against injustices.

This brief peak into history
and current evenis would not
be published in an American

because it would be
considered anti-Semitie.
Therefore, | hastily add that |
am not supporting Iraq's ag-
ﬁrealiuns and disrespect for
uman lives nor am | condon-
any Arab terrorism. | pro-
pose that the resentment be-

The Dragon Kingdom's Dark Secret

womern are raped by soldiers.”
Bhutan's Buddhist Drukpa

. rulers, worried that their iden-

tity is about to be swamped by
a growing majority of Nepali-

speakers. appears to have
launched a well-planned pro-
gramme of depopulation.

Government data show the
Buddhist Drukpas form 57 per
cent of the population and the
mainly-Hindu Nepalis 30. per
cent. The government Iin
Thimpu has officially reduced
the country's population from
the previous 1.4 million to
700,000, and many reliefl offi-
cials say the difference reflects
ethnic Nepalis. *

The Bhutanese government
is willing to recognise only
Nepalis who arrived before
1958 as citizens. But refugees
say villages where Nepali
spcakers have been living for
gencrations are being emptied.

"My family has been living
in Bhutan 86 . | was put
in jail for having funded mili-
tants, and under torture | was
forced to say yes. Within one
week, was told to! leave.” re-

. counts Pushpa Raj Dahal, who

Is now living in a thatch hut in

the Goldhap camp.

Dawa Tsering said in a recent
interview the Nepali
had left of their own free will.
and instead blamed "anti-na-
tional terrorists”
and atrocities within Bhutan.

Nepali-speakers in the south
are illegal migrants — labour-
ers from work gangs brought
in for the Bhutanese roads who
stayed back. or those brought
in privately to man the orange
groves and cardamom planta-
tions in the south.

Bhutanese government has al-
ways been strict about im-
ported labour for its projects
and ensures there is complete

The Bhutanese government has started sys-
tematically evicting .its Nepali-speaking
people. Thousands are arriving in crowded
camps in Nepal, creating yet another
refugee emergency clamouring for interna-
tional attention. Mana Man Singh reports
from Goldhap, Nepal.

repatriation.

While the refugees stream-
ing in to Nepal earlier were
peasants and labourers, how-
ever, more and more of
Bhutan's senijor civil servants
and businessmen are leaving,
complaining of discrimination.

One retired ctvil servant,
now a refugee, feels that
though some Nepalis of Nepal
and the adjacent Indian hills
have sneaked into the country,
their numbers could not be
significant enough for -
ernment to tar all Nepalis as
illegal migrants.

In August, a Bhutanese
diplomat assigned to the coun-
try's embassy in Kuwait re-
quested asylum ih Nepal. Says
Hart Chhetri : "The govern-

Bhutan's Foreign Minister

Bhutanese

of murder

Thimpu claims most of the

But exiles here say the

ment has actually destroyed
the Bhutanisation process by
its harsh measures ol cultural
assimilation.”

The departure is carefully
choreographed. A Nepali-
speaker is led in to a room full
of officials sitting before volu-
minous records to prove his or
her pre-1958 status.

When families are declared
iliegal. they are forced to sign
a "voluntary lea certificate”.
Each family ts then asked to
stand up for a black and white
group photograph and a state-
ment tape-recorded.

Bhutanese exiles here
blame India for not pressuring
Thimpu on the refugee ques-
tion. They say India is passing
on its own refugee problem to
Nepal. which does not share a
border with Bhutan. A treaty
between Bhutan and India
gives New Delhi a major say
over the Himalayan kingdom's
defence and foreign policy,
and India may feel it is expedi-
ent to preserve the status qug.

The refugees coming down
to the roadheads in eastern
India, are told to head for
Nepal.

Agents arrange for

- meetings

tween the West and non-West
will not end with a Middle-
East scitiement. The
Huhnlm will not stop its bel-
ligerence. Isracl in itselfl does
not represent a threat to the
non-Western world.
double standard
‘memory does.

Of course, the non-Western
world is no betier in its amne-
sia. Sadly, we are all only bi-
ased and dogmatic products of
our cultural upbringing. A good
solution to selective me
would be to forget and forgive
all of history. Ardbs and Mus-
lims, forget Western hypocrisy.
West., forget Arab terrorism

will lose. will always
be correctly labelled
"ethnic-cleansers” who

who terrorized Palestinians
back in 1948 and did not rec-
ognize the Palestinians as hu-
man beings will remain heroes
and . not ethnocentric
nor racist. Such is life.

trucks, and the families make
the roughly US$150 payment
for the day-long journey to
Nepal. a land most regard as
their country of origin, but
have never visited. |

The UN High Commission
for Refugees (UNHCR) esti-
mates there are already about
50.000 refugees in the Nepal
camps and some 40,000 out-
side. It is expected that more
refugees staying in India will
also make for the camps.

Faced with a relentless tide

of refugees, Nepal fears it may
lead to tensions among the lo-

cal population in the politically
volatile eastern region where
the Bhutanese refugee camps
are situated. The camps are
now administered by the
Lutheran World Service while
Save the Children (UK) take
care of refugees’ health’
and nutri needs.

Nepali has been trying to
urge Bhutan to také back the
rclugees. Prime Minister
Prasad Koirala has pursued
what he calls "quiet diplo-
macy”. but despite several
with the Bhutanese
monarch and the Indian Prime
Minister, the crisis remains
unresolved.
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