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Trauma of Phoney Phone Calls

by Iftikhar Ahmed Chowdhury

Imagine that you are suffering from acute
BL:l:t optimum < ol the god

finally into a deep and
slumber You wake up all of a
middie of the night because the

phone rang tncessantly. Much annoyed and also

a lttle apprehensive you pick up the phone
and an unknown veice from the side asks
you what the time is! By then anger has taken
control over your whole being hless. you
put down the back in its cradle and for
once In your you feel lile c 2

The telephone has undoubt confirmed

it's position as an essential in the life of
modern man. But like almost any other gifts of
modern science. its utility too. depends on the
persons whe use or o i

Apart from the that accidentally come
wrong numbers, which are mostly pardoned
by the receivers, there are some calls which
are made Intentionally to disturb the receiver
If the receiver's voice scems agrecable and
considerably welcoming to the caller, he or

g

revent such annoyance onc doesn't
many options at hand. The receiver
either allow a conversation, or with due

not to phone any more. Finally.
ys the harsh way. where one can
frighten the caller by saying that after tracing
out his or her number it would be supplied to

is another type of ‘crank’ caller who
does not have the nerve to talk. After holding
the phone for a considerable length of time
{probably hoping for a green signal from the
side) they disconnect the line. They make
repeated calls ltke this. totally regardless of
time, even at the dead of the night.

Nasrin Sabina. an undergraduate student
explains: “They are a peculiar lot. Some of
them insist on conversing and making
friendship through telephone and most of the
time they are so optimistic that it is not in
human ty to discourage them or make
them understand that you're not interested at
all. They are usually youths between the ages
10 and 26."

She also adds, “There is another type who
doesn't talk, but makes all kinds ol peculiar
sounds on the phone. Some exhale deep
breaths into the phone, some makes sounds
with their finger tips on the receiver,
expecting the same Morse code in retum. You
would make the worst possible mistake if you
ever respond. Once we had to change our

urge 1o go on doing what they do. The lact that
there may be an old in the house, a
person seriously ill physical condition
may deterforate due to these disturbances does
seldom stir their consclousness.

The problems engendered these calls are
multi-dimensional. Anwar an MBA
student emphasises. "| come from a very
nrthoduxhu?.lly parents do not allow me to
talk to any my female friends whom they
personally de not know. When these
mysterious phone calls mmuﬂr parents
assume they are meant for me it is very
embarrassing when the caller remains silent
when they answer.”

*There should be some way we could stop
these calls once for all * insists Hasanpul Kartm,
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a retired bank executive. "You sece | am an
alling person with many old age complications.
Sometimes | wake up in the middle of the
night to pick up the phone, but the line is
disconnected as soon as | pick it up. It goes on
again and again. | have to disconnect my own
phone in the end. One shouldn't play such
cruel with old people lke us.”

But for the time being this retired man
likes to ponder the dayd when there was no
telephone. "The mobility that was once there,
is no more. As youths, we went to visit elderly
relatives and that made them immensely
happy. Nowadays my relatives call on the
phone to know how | am doing. Why should
they come to meet me in person when
know the easier alternative?” concludes the

phone number to escape these disturbing

calls.”
But those these
Information
Ministry
affairs

reviewed
Different ts of admin-

istrative and development ac- |

tivities of the Minisiry of
Information and the depart
ments and directorates under
it were reviewed here yester-
day at the monthly coordina-
tion meeting of the ministry.

reports BSS. |

The meeting presided over
by Information Minister Naz-
mul Huda also considered the
progress of works of the
decisions taken earlier in this

respect.

Minister for Health and
F Welfare Choudhury Ka-
mal Yusuf returned home

y after attending the
fourth Astan and Pacific popu-
lation conference held in Bali,
indonesia from August 23 to
30, reports BSS.

Health Secretary Syed
Ahmad and Director General of
Family Planning
accompanied the Minister dur-
ing the visit.

The Health Minister in the
conference highlight the prob-

callers have a relentless

aging man with an unduc annoyance over this

gift of modern science. a blame which shouid

have been fittingly laid elsewhere.

" A rally of the secondary school teachers infront of the

Jatiya Press Club yesterday.
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lems of goods. fuel and housing
due to population increase In
the developing countries and
said the rate of unemployment
would also rise with in-
crease in workforce.

"In Bangladesh alone, the
workforce is expected to in-
crease to at least 54 millions
by the year 2000," he said and
added that it would strain the
existing services like housing,
transport, water and sanita-
tion. -

Attack on
Central Law
College students
protested

By DU Correspondent

The Bangladesh Law Stu
dents Federation (BLSF),

Central Law College unit held a
protest rally yesterday follow-
ing an attack on the students
of the college Wednesday.
A group of unidentified
armed terrorists attacked the
students ol the col-

mnd:mdny at about 7.30
E-.emrdw o a press re-

TEMWInutn
and demanded se-
curity to their lives.

Art exhibition
concludes

The week-long art exhibi-
tlon on enﬂmnm:nthuﬁd
“Healthy environment i
ended yesterday with a call for
creating awareness about envi-
ronmental protection allover
the country, reports BSS.

Commitment, a voluntary
or tion. organised the

at the National Art
Gallery of Bangladesh Shilpa-
kala Academy in the city.

Dhaka to host
SAARC
symposium in
Novermber

A three-day SAARC sympo-
sium on prevention of drug
abuse among youth's will be
held here in the second weck
of November. reports BSS.

According to a press release
of the Department of Narcotics
Control here yesterday, dele-
gates from the SAARC coun-
tries are being invited to par-
ticipate in the symposium.

Mcanwhile. an organising
committee with representa-
tives from concerned min-
istries and departments has
been constituted for the pur-
pose under the chairmanship
of AM M Nasrullah Khan, Di-

rector General, Department of |

Narcotics Control.
The press release said the

committee In a meeling yes-

l:r&lydlﬂknduulllentluw'

programme for the sympo-
shum.

The commitiee during its
deliberation underlined the

need for active co-operation
among SAARC countries for
prevention of drug abuse

among youths

He said the present gov-
emment was fully aware of the
need for providing education
to its rations. In this re-
spect, he said, the government
has launched a phased pro-
gramme of universal primary
education and literacy in the
country.

The Health Minister said
the government had under-
taken an extensive project o
provide quality healthcare to
the people by allocating larger
than ever share of its available
resources.

He sald Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia had con-
sidered the population 'prob-
lem as the most serious one
and stressed the need for
small families, human re-
sources development, protec-
von of environment and self-
rellance.

During his stay there, the
Health Minister also met with
his counterparts from Indo-
nesia, Pakistan, India and
China. Governors of Bandung
and Jakarta also called on him.

He visited different health
and family welfare centres in
remote areas of Indonesia.

The performance of Bangla-

deshi delegates in the confe-
rence was highly nrprecl-.nmd
by the members ol the par-

ticipating countries,

Chehlum of
Mustafiz

tOMOoITOwW
The chehlum of film diree-

‘tor and producer Mustafizur |

Rahman will be held tomorrow
(Saturday) after Johr prayers at
17 New Eskaton in the city,
reports BSS.

All friends, well-wishers
and relatives of the deceased
are requested to attend the
programme.

Workforce may increase to
54 millions by 2000: Minister
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politician Abul Mansur Ahmed.

Abul Mansur Ahmed was a
social reformer : Nasiruddin

Editor of Saugat Mohammad
Nasiruddin yesterday in re-
membrance of emninent ltiera-
teur, politician and journalist
Abul Mansur Ahmed, said
Ahmed was a social reformer
and his works had advanced
the nation by 100 years.

Speaking as the chiefl guest
at a discussion mee held in
observance of the 84th birth
anniversary of Abul Mansur
Ahmed, Nasiruddin said he
came up at such a time with
his works when there was vir-
tually no progressive Muslims
to uphnlfthc cause ol the
Muslim community,

Abul Mansur Memo -
rial Committee organised the
meeting at the Press Institute
of Bangladesh (P1B) yesterday

It was chaired by K G
Mostafa, Acting Editor of
Sangbad and addressed among
others by S M Ali, Rahat Khan.

By Staff Correspondent

Rokanuzzaman Khan. Reazud-
din Ahmed, Gilas Kamal
Chowdhury, Khatrul Kabir and
Mahbub Anam. A good number
of journalists and eminent per-
sonalities attended the func-
thon.

The » rs siressed the
need for observing anniver
saries of nalities Hke
Ahmed at the national level

The speakers said, the na
tion was yet to give birth to a
writer whose satires were so
sharp, socially conscious and
politically punching aiming at
unveiling the hypocrisies and
inconsistence in the soclety he
lived in. :

Editor of the Datly Star 8 M
All, recalling he contribution of
late Ahmed said, the darken:
ing situation of the present
socicty badly needed a leader
ltke him. He stressed on the
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“Baugat Editor Md Nasiruddin addressing the seminar at the Press Institute of Bangladesh ‘
(PIB) yesterday to mark the 94th birth anniversary of renowned journalist, litterateur and

— Star photo

need for over coming limita-
tions in the realm of journal-
Ism

Reazuddin Ahmed. Editor of
the Telegraph and BFUJ Pres-
ident said. Abul Mansur's jour-
nalism was blended with poli-
tics and emphasised that jour-
nalism could not go on without
p-ullllr'l

Rahat Khan said. Ahmed
helped us Indentifying our
sclves as "Muslim Bengalees

Khairul Kabir said. Ahmed
had always been an Inspiring
personality as well as a true
patriot.

He said. in his writings
Ahmed used Bengall language
at a new dimension. He used
Bengali mixed with Persian or
Arabic — the common expres-
sion of the then Musliim soct-

ity

" Chhatra Le‘ague

supporter

assaulted

By DU Correspondent

Mantruzzaman Monir, a pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
(M-I) supporter was assaulted
by a group of youths on
the Dhaka University campus
Thursday.

Monir. a Masters final year
student of the Accounting De-
partment of the DU, was
severely beaten up allegedly by
some members of the Montu
backed Third werid' greup.

sources said.

Witnesses said that the at-
tackers assaulted Monir with
sawed ofl rifle butt.

Later Monir, a resident of
Salimullah Hall. was rushed to
a private clinic.

JUCSU condemns
killing of
JCD leaders

By JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
Central Students Union
(JUCSU) leaders in a state-
ment today (Thursday) con-
demned the assassination of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal{JCD)

rs Shahabuddin and Ab-
dur Rab.

Shahabuddin, Joint Con-

venor of Dhaka Po In-
stitute wing of JCD was shot
dead on Saturday while Rab,
Social Welfare Secretary of the
Institute succumbed his In-
juries.
In a joint statement issued
by the JUCSU Vice-President
Masud Hasan Talukder and
General Secretary Samsul
Tabreez Mithu demanded ar-
rest and exemplary punish-
ment of the killers.

"A vested quarter is trying
to create anarchy in the coun-
try through terrorism” they
said. Calling upon the students
to build up resistance against
the terrorists said that

restoration of normaley in the
educational institutions was an
utmos!t necessity.

BTV
Friday
Morning session

.00 Opening announcemenl
Al-Quran Programme sum-
mary

810  Newsin Bangla

8.15 Sports World

8.40 Cartoon: Tecnage Mutant
Nimja Turtles

8.10 Tanuwa

9.30 Film show.: The Spec-
tacular World of Guinnes
Record

10.00 News 1o English

10,05 Maner Mukurey: Sangsap-
tak

11.15 Children dama series: Girl
from tomorrow

11.45 Documentary

12.15 Evening's programme su-
mmery
Closing

Evening session:

3.00  Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme sum-
mary

3.10 Recitation from the Tri-
pitak .

3.15 Alor Dishary (Religious

me)

340 Movic of the Week

5.10 News in Bangla

5.30 Sports me

7.06 Sangecta (Musical pro-
gramme)

8.00 News in Bangla

825 Comedy series: Perfect

9.00 m (Magazine pro-
gramme)

10.00 News in English

10.30 Film: L A Low

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Saturday's programme su-

mmary
11.45 Closing

Envoy of Qatar

hosts reception

Mohamed Abdulla Al-Subaie,
the Charge d' Affaires of the
state of Qatar. held a reception
in Dhaka Thursday evening on
the occasion of the National
Day of Qatar, BSS.

State Minister for Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism Abdul Man-
nan, political leaders, diplo-
mats, journalists and high civil
and military officlals attended
the reception.

Govt firm to
root out
terrorism

KHULNA. Sept 3: Whip ol
Jatlya Sangshad and Joint
Secretary General ol the

esh Nationalist Party
(BNP) Ashrafl Hossain Tuesday
said that the BNP government
is determined to root out cor-
ruption and terrorism (rom
the society. reports BSS,

The whip of Jattya Sangshad
was addressing a public meet-
ing at the local Shaheed Hadis
Park. The meeling was ar:
ranged by
mark the fourteenth founding
anniversary of the party.
Speaker of Jatiya Sangsad
Sheikh Razzage All was pre-
sent at the meeting,

Presided over by the presi-
dent of Khulna City BNF M
Nurul Islam, the meeting was
also addressed by leaders of
BNP and its [ront organisa-
tons.

Refering to the various de-
velopment programmes under-
taken by Lﬂc present govern-
ment Ashral Hossain said that
the country's economy has
been revitalized.

ety and thus had portrayed the
true picture of that commu- |
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| Hasina to attend SAARC

opposition leaders' confce

Awami President
Sheikh Hasina leaves for Pa-
kistan on 7 to atte-
nd a conference of the op-
position leaders of SAARC
countries in Karachi. reports
UNB.

The one-day conference, Ui-
tled Role of the Opposition in
SAARC Countries, will be held
on September 8 at Ramada
Renaissance Hotel

tlasina, Leader of the
Opposition in Bangladesh
Parllament, is the co-s
of the meet, first of its kind."

She will lead a three-mem-
ber delegation. Other members
are her party General Secre-
tary Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
MP, and Abul Hassan Chow-
dhury, MP.

Leaders of the Opposition of
India, Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives
besides host Pakistan and
Deputly Leader of the Oppo-
sitton of Sri Lanka will attend
the opposition summit.

Talking to UNB, Abul

Hassan Chowdhury satd the
idea of the conference was
floated by Sheikh Hasina to
Pakistan Leader of the
Ms Benazir Bhutto
while they were in New Delhid
to attend the funeral of slain
indtan Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi in May last year.
Later, both the opposition

through letters on the date,

venue and agenda of the con-
ference.

nomic condition the
as well as advancement in -
cational and cultural sectors.

Hasina is e to re-
turn home on September 9.

United

Assistant
jallen vacant
assessment of

Programme

Qualifications

il
VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Programme (UNDP) Bangladesh seeks applications
from female and male Bangladeshi nationals for an
Officer
Broad

seclor
programmes, dentification. formulaton, appraisal,
management and evaluation of technical cooperation
programmes and projects in a wide range of sectors:
economic planning, employment, education/iraining,
waler resources, agriculture, inhasiructure, Industry
and public administration/ finance

Salary ranges from TK.258,000- 301,600 net
per annum plus children allowances and other
admissible benefits as UN rules

Minimum of a Masler’s
development related field. Muumum twee years of

LY

Natons

Development

position which has
responsibilites InClude
siralegy/policies  and

degree in a

the local BNP of §

professional experience in the feid of development
and development policies, project evaluation with
adequate knowledge and understanding of the socio-
economic and ohter relevant characteristics of
Bangladesh as well as an understanding of thej
workings of the Government. Excellent  Engushi
writing and analytical skills essential. Floency inj
spoken and written English and Bangla required,
Computer literacy desirable. Proven experiise In
working with seniordevel cross cultural teams and
skill in producing team documents also deswabie,

Applications marked confidential, and
including a curriculum vitae (no copies of referencesy
certificates or professional papers should be
submitied at this time) should be sent 1o the Office of
Personnel Services Section, UNDP, P.O. Box 224§
Dhaka-1000 by 15 September 1992.

Female applicants are encouraged .
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Dry weather likely

By Staff Correspondent
Temporary light to moderate rain or thundershower is
likely at many places over Khulna division. at a few places
over Chittagong division and the region of Faridpur and Dhaka
during the next 36 hours commencing 6 pm Thursday.
Metecrological office forecasts that weather may remain
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‘mainly dry elsewhere over the country during the period.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged dur-

ing the period.

Parts of the country experienced rainfall on Thursday. 36
mm of rain was reco in Bhola, 23 mm in Khulna, 19 mm
in Patuakhali, 14 mm in Dinajpur, 12 mm each in Barisal and
Sathkhira, 8 mm in Matjdicourt and 5 mm each in Jessore
and Faridpur.

The sun sets today (Friday) at 6-13 pm and rises tomorrow
(Saturday) at 5-4] am.

Temperature and humidity recorded at important cities
and towns on Thu were :

Cities /Towns emperature in Humidity in
degree Celsius percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhalca 32.5 27.2 76 ;
Chittagong 31.3 24.8 72
Rajshahi 32.8 26.0 73 77
Khulna 29.4 25.0 83 -
Bhola 31.0 25.5 86 02
Cox's Bazar 31.4 24.5 74 B85
Sylhet, 32.0 23.6 78 76
Rangpur 32.8 26.5 83 79

PADMA CARES FOR QUALITY
PRINTING AND PACKAGING

We produce high quality Mulu-Color Offset and Gravure Printing. Packaging, Paper
Converting, Computer Form Printing, P.E. Coated Extrusion— Film to Film, Paper and
Aluminium foil for Pharmaceutical and Food Processing Industries and Dry-cell Battery
Manufacturing Industries. Our facilities are advanced to print and fabricate all kinds of
Security Papers. Besides we attend to Design & Layout, Photography, Manuscript Editing,
Muke-up. Type-setting and also do Scanning by DAINIPPON SCREEN 88 I JUMBO

COLOR LASER SCANNER:

HIGHLY COMPETITIVE PRICE PROMPT AND SPEEDY DELIVERY.

PADMA PRINTERS AND COLOR LTD.

(A UNIT OF PADMA ~ SONALI GROUP OF INDUSTRIES )
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