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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina greets
Ameer of Qatar

Awami League chtel and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parltament Sheikh Hasina has
felicitated the Ameer of Qatar
Shatkh Khalifa Bin Hamad Al
Thani on the oecaston of the
National Day of Qatar. In a
message o Shatkh Khalifa, the
Leader of the Opposition ex
pressed the hope that the
friendly relatons gnd coopera
tion between the two countrics
would continue to grow in the

Police arrested 140 people
from different parts of the
metropolitan area yesterday on
various charges. They also re-
covered two rivolvers, 11

JESSORE, Sept 2: Two
youngmen were in sepa-
incidents in the district
Police said Mrittunjoy

of village Mathurapur in
thana was found dead
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NAM leaders blast West for
dominating Third World

JAKARTA, Sept 2 : Non-
leaders accused the

m of trying to domi-
nate l.hl world mil-
itart mlly with
fran the attack on the
‘arrogangt powers’. reporis
Reuter.

in a return to the rhetoric
which host Indonesia wants to
steer the Non-Aligned Move-
ment away from, glran called
for against colonia-
Ham and exploitation.’ North

Korea blasted the West's
‘strong-arm tactics’ and PLO
chiel Yasser Arafat warned
against attempts lo split up

Eul moming speakers on
the summit's second day
avoided direct reference to the
‘mo-fly zone’ imposed by the
United States. Britain and
France over southern Irag

Does the tyrannised man of
the south, for whose deliver-

ance [rom oppression and
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backwardness, the Non-Al
ned Movement was fou
live in better conditions
? asked Iranian President Al
Akhar .
He urged the 108-member
zl::p to confrent various
of domination employed
by the arrogant powers' —
iran's pariance for the United
States and its Western allics
The West was using military
and | threats. improper
use of the UN Security Courril,

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and Indonesian President Soeharto at a meeting in the
assembly hall at the convenuion centre of Jakarta yesterday.

Khaleda asks Rao for short

term water arrangements .

JAKARTA, Sept 2: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

raised the water sharing issue
between Bangladesh and India
with her Indian counterpart

Narasimha Rao when the two
leaders met here today. re-
ports BSS.

During the meeting which
lasted for 35 minutes,
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Zia stressed the need
for reaching a short-term wa-
ter sharing arrangement be-
tween the two countries.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
said that the short-term ar-
rangement would create a psy-
chological climate for moving
towards the long-term water
sharing arrangements between

Bangladesh and India.

Begum Zia said long-term

arrangements are most impor-

tant as far as the water shar-

ing problem is concerned.
Begum Zia also informed

the Indian Prime Minister of
the adverse effects of the
Farakka Barrage on the

Bangladesh. northern parts.

In reply to Begum Zia's ob-
scrvations on water sharing.
Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao referred 10 the
recent ministerial meectings
between the two countries and
said India would examine to
find ways to resolve the water

sharing problem.

On the Chakma refugee
problem. Rao said India did
not want any Chakma refugee
to stay in his country. Rao said
he wanted the early solution to
this problem. Begum Zia said.
she had visited the Hill Tracts
several times and Bangladesh
had made necessary arrange-
ments so that the Chakma
refugees could return to their
home.

She also recalled her recent
visit to India and invited In-

— PID photo

dian Premier to pay a state
visit to Bangladesh.

During™the meeting the two
leaders also  underlined the
need for strengthening SAARC
for better cohesion among the
member nations

Begum Zia today passed a
busy day. meeting several
heads of state. government and
foreign ministers. who are
leading their respective dele-

gations at the 10th Non-

Mjgn-ed Summit here

Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala was the
first to meet Begum Zia at the
Assembly Hall of the luxurious
Jakarta Convention Centre
where the summit is being
held.

After Koirala's meeting the
Foreign Minister of Saudi Ara-
bia Prince Saud Al-Faisal called
on Begum Zia.

Then she met President
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the right of veto, econmomic
sanctions and espionage satel-
lites that are constantly and
unlawfully watching us from
-hm':.‘d our countries space, he

Rafsanjani also criticised
the [aflure of the movement,
jounded in 1961, to achieve fits
objectives. Whatever the Non-
Aligned Movement has so far
done on the international
arena has been inferfor to this
movements capacity lﬂd ca

F.h:i'tﬂ said Rafsanjani

was leading a 400-member
delcgation, the biggest o the
conference, In an rent at-
lempt 0 boost lran's regional
role after years of self-imposed
isolation.

Rafsanjani accused the West
of exporting its economic ills
through inflation, protection-
ism and propaganda offenstve

He said 23 per cent of the
world population lving 1n the
industrialised countries pos-
sessed 85 per cent of the
wealth, leaving the rest to the
Third World.

Apparently trying to lend off
charges about lran's human
rights records. Rafsanjani said.
arrogant powers try to use the
human nghts iIssue as a pohiu
cal leverage in order o impose

‘thetr views and exert pressure

un other countries.

Al the same time, the West
was closing 1ts eyes o viola
tons of human rights in the
Middle East and the ru
state of Yugoslavia. ﬂj.‘lba;r‘l'!fm:r'lluD
and the deprivation of the man
ol the South from the right to
development.

Rafsanjani, who repeatedly
talled for the expulsion of
lounder member Yugoslavia
from the Movement, ur the
conference tw take eflective
A reriTienr PERs PRty
end what he termed flagrant
genocide against Muslims in
Bosma.

He said the main causc of
crisis in the Middle East was
the continuous interferences
by the United States and other
forcign powers as well as the
exislence of the (lsrael] occu-
pation regime of Al-Qods
(Jerusalem).

He said lsrael was using the
Middle East peace talks that
resumed in Washington last
week as a means to create di-
vision and weakness in Arab
ranks.

But Rafsanjani avoided
mention of the 'no-fly ' zone,
about which what many dele-
gates have privately expressed
unease.

May be there are people
who will support him (lraq
leader Saddam Hussein) but
nobody will be frank about it,
onc Iranian delegate told
Reuters.

One exception was Pa-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Possible attempt on life

Strong security

for Attorney
General

The authorities have ste-
pped up security for At
General Aminul Huq after
recetving information Wednes-
day that there may be an at-
tempt on his life.

Sources close to the Attor-
ney General said that a well-
wisher came to the Supreme
Court building at lmurl:r
on the day -nd warned him of
the immediate :

The informer reportedly
told him that an attempt on
his life was being planned for
the same day.

After recetving the informa-
tion on the ing danger,
the sources ed. the Attor-
ney General himselfl noticed a
group of youngmen. wearing
sunglasses following him
around the Supreme Court
verandah.

Visibly shaken and emo-
tional, the Attorney General
instantly called police who as-
sured him that further neces-
sary security measures would

Court sources added that an
addittional number of plain
clothes men were deployed
guard the Attorney General

about 4.45 pm and. as a pre-
cautionary measure, was
driven out of the Court

premises through an alternate
route

Meanwhile, security has
also been beefed up at Aminul
Hug's Elephant Road resi-
dence. The mobile force ac-
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Attcmm on Menon
Five on police
remand for
-2 more days

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate yesterday allowed
another two days in police re
mand  five youngmen arrested
on August 27 in connection
with 1 attempt on life of
Workers' Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon. reports UNB

Zakir Hossain, Nurul [slam.
Jahangir, Nizamuddin and
Delwar Hossaln were already in
police remand for five days

Rashed Khan Menon MP
was shot at by unknown as-
sailants in front of his party of
fice in the city on August 17
He ts now undergoing treat-
ment in London.

Govt order forged to
get US visas

“By Masud Hasa® Khan

. authorities have
recently detected that a forged
government order (GO) had
been used to get 15 US visas.

Authorities have also ad-
vised legal action against the
forgers.

Health Ministry sources
said that they had informed
the Foreign Ministry to notify
the Anti-Corruption Depart-
ment and other law enforcing
agencies to take legal action
against those involved in lorg-
ing the GOs o the US embassy
in Dhaka.

The Health Ministry letter
to the visa section of US em-
bassy. with forged signature of
a deputy secretary, asked visa
for 15 of its non-existent offi-
cials.

Once the visa obtained, the
15 officials of the ministry
were cleared to take part in
an (imaginary training pro-

on malaria eradication
in the School of Public Health
at South Carolina University,

USA.

The visa fraud was discov-
ered when the US embassy.
after receiving the GO for visa ,
accordingly informed the
Foreign Ministry which again
informed the Health Ministry,

A letter from the Health
Ministry to the Foreign Min-
istry said that the GO and the
signature of the deputy secre-
tary were forged and no such
GO was issued from the min-
istry for any course on malaria
eradication anywhere.

The GO was forged by any
vested interest, the letter said.

requesting legal action against

IIht forgers.

Mis-representation of the
urpose of visit is the most
Enmn reason for which US
visa ts produce fraudu-
lent document, said Christo-
pher Rich. a US embassy Con-
sular section official during an
interview with The Daily Star

on August.

Saifur suggests joint ventures
to brldge trade gap with Delhi

NEW DELHI. Sept 2: The
visiting Bangladesh Hnan:‘r
Minister M Saifur Rahman to-
day conveyed Bangladesh's
concern over the large imbal-
ance of trade between the two
countries to his counterpart Dr
Manmohan Singh. reports BSS

He specifically rl:ferrtd to
tarifl concession on average of
items identified during the
trade review talks held here
carly last month.

The Indian Finance Minis-
ter responded that they would
do whatever was possible to
help reduce the imbalance and
mentioned that ,over the
coming years Indian tariff
structures would be substan-
tially eased.

Dr Singh mentioned that
this would be given special at-
tention during the coming

joint economic commission

meeting.

The Bangladesh Finance
Minister suggested that suc-
cessful launching of a few joint
ventures would attribute to the
reduction of trade imbalance.
Bangladesh Finance Secretlary
Nazimuddin Ahmed and the
country's High Commissioner
to India Farocoq Sobhan ac-
companied Saifur Rahman
during the talks

The two ministers during
the one-and-a-hall hour talks
exchanged views on trade, in-
dustrial cooperation, the pro-
grammes of economic reforms
and ltberalisation being pur-
sued by both the governments.

Saifur Rahman. on a two-day
official visit here underlined
the sincere desire of Bang-
ladesh to forge close un-

derstanding and cooperation
with India.

Outstanding issues could be
amicably settled with goodwill
and sincerity from both the
sides. Rahman stated. Dr Ma-
nmohan Singh reciprocated
this sentiment.

The Bangladesh minister
said, as the biggest country in
the region, India should take
the initiative for creatifig an
environment of greater trust
and conflidence among the
South Asian countries.

The Indian Finance Secre:

Gecthakrishnan, Econo-
mic Affairs Secretary Montek
Singh Ahluwalia and represen-
tatives of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs were also present
in the mecting.

Earlier, on his arrival in the
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Rousing welcome
to Ali, Batha

FENI. Sept 2 : Thousands of
local people greeted Al
Ahmed and his Kuwaiti wile
Batha Essa Hamad Al-Anazi
when they reached here
Tuesday night after being re-
leased frum police custody fol-
lowing a High Court order, re-
ports UNB.

Batha Essa and Al Ahmed
were taken into police custody
from the railway station here
on August 24 and produced
before the High Court division
in the capital upon a habeas
corpus petition filed by All's [a-
ther.The Kuwaiti citizen Batha
came o Bangladesh and mar-
ried Al Ahmed whom she met
in Kuwait.

Talking to UNB after reach-
ing here Tuesday night, the
couple said that they ﬁ.-.lt happy
lml:l relieved at the court deci-
sion and hoped to live happily
in their own house in the

| town.

'Rohingyas willing to return
home enter transit camp

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 2: Sev-
eral hundred Rohingya
refugees have been taken into
a transit camp in the frontier
for sending back home in
Myanmar’

Official sources told UNB
today that the refugees, who
were willing to return home in
the Myanmar province of
Arakan, had been shifted from
six camps to the Rangaikhali
transit camp at Teknaf.

The camp is located on the
bank of river Naal demarcating
Bangladesh with Myanmar.

"A large number of refugees
have expressed willingness to
go back o Myanmar said a re-
lief official on condition that
he not be named.

The number of refugees
willing to be repatriated volun-
tarily {s increasing gradually,
he added.

Some 2,656,000 Myanmar

Muslims fleeing alleged mili-
tary persecution at home have
taken refuge in 19 camps in
the southeastern region of
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh and Myanmar
signed agreements on April 28
after ministerial-level talks in
Dhaka for repatriation of the
refugees.

It was first scheduled to
start on May 15, but couldn't
take place as the refugees re-
fused to go back without guar-
antee to security after return.
They also started agitation
against the bilateral plan with-
out UN involvement.

Since then, officials of the
two countries have held sev-
eral meetings to clear the way
for beginning the much-de-
layed repatriation.

The latest meeting held
here August 22 adopted four

See an: 12 Col 8

Baghdad asks its forces not to shoot at allied jets

NASIRIYA, Sept 2: An Iragi
governor In the region . pa-
trolled by allled aircraft said
government forees have been
ordered not to shoot at allied
warplanes policing the zone,
reports AP.

Taher Jalil Habush, gover-
nor of Zukhay province, also

denied the army is preparing

o move forces inst
Shi'ttes rebels hiding in the
southern marshlands. On
Thursday ., allled atrcraft began
patrols of southern Iraq o pro-
tect Shiite rebels and ctvillans

from Iragl bombing raids.

Habush spoke Tuesday with
foreign corespondents visiting
the marshlands on a govern-
ment-guided trip.

Through an interpreler, he
replied "yes” when asked whe-
ther there were specific ins-
tructions from Baghdad not to
fire at US, British and French
warplanes enforcing the

tive air umbrella.

it was the first confirmation
from Iraqi officials that the
government had ordered ils
forces not to engage the air-

craft.

A US Navy officer aboard
the US aircralt carrier USS
Independence said no lraqgi
planes have violated the exclu-
sion zone. Zukhar province, of
which Nasirtya is the capital, is
300 kilometers (188 miles)
south of Baghdad. It is home to
1.26 milllon people, 70 per
cent of them Shi'ites, Habush
said.

US intelligence reports say
some eight infantry divisions
totaling 96,000 troops are
amassed in  the region, where

troops loyal to Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein crushed a
Shi'ite rebellion after last

year's Gull War.

But Habush said no attack
was planned.

We have no military opera
tion ... We actually have dec-
creased the number of soldiers
and equipment because we
have mnﬂknu: in our penp]r.
to confront this conspiracy.”
he said.

Iraq says the no-fly zone is a
plot to dismember the country
and partition it along sectarian

and ethnic lines. The allies
established a similar safe haven
for the Kurdish minority in
the north last year.

Journalists saw no evidence
of a major bufldup or mobiliza-
tion. But there were frequent
military checkpoints, and so-
me scattered tanks were vis-
fble in the desert from the
main highway entering Basra,
the main southem ci

Reuter adds: Allied
during the Gulf War and the
subsequent activities of UN
weapons inspection teams ha-

ve rendered harmless Iraq's
nuclear programme, d senior
UN inspector said in Baghdad

“It. (the programme) stands
at zero now” Maurizio Zifle-

rero, leader of the latest
nuclear inspection team to
visit Irag told reporters at the

end of his second day in the
field.

Iraq has consistently denied

nuclear
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Menon's liver
Star Report
Rashed Khan *m un—

dtr
po re is
I'-nmmhlﬁhw—m
pected by doctors.
According o a message
faxed from London yesterday,
ultrasound test of the
leader's liver showed signs of
haematoma. but another test
Computed Topography (CT). to
have been done yesterday

would result in a decision by
the doctors.

il haematoma ts detécted in
his liver. A final deciston will
be taken in a day or two", said
the message signed by Mesh-
bah Kamal. a leader of the UK
unit of the Workers' Party.

The CT man will also prove
if there is clotting of blood or
pus in other parts of his body,
if not haematoma in the lver

Iin medical terminology.
collection of bleeding blood in-
side the liver tissue is called
hasmatoma in the liver.

"Ms a serious condition. It
should be removed as soon as
possible”. said Fazlul Huq. an
Ansociale Prolessor ol Medi-
cine at the Sir Salimullah
Medical College.

It interferes with the nor-
mal functions of liver. If it is a
big haematoma, it can damage
the liver. The bigger. the more
dangerous”, Professor Hugq told
[he Daily Star explaining the
discase .

The London message, how-
ever, sald that the patient feit

See 'age 12 Col 2

>-party blasts
Talukdar for
comments on

nationalism
By Staff Correspondent

The Five-Party Allance has
sharply reacted to the com-
ments of two ministers during
a discussion meeti in the
city to celebrate the BNP
founding anniversary Tuesday.

Central leaders of the Al-
lilance at a meeting yesterday
resolved that the comment by
the LGRD Minister and BNP
Secretary General Abdus Slam
Talukdar that the "introducers
of Bangalee Nationalism believe
in undivided India' was f{rre-
sponsible and regretful.

"Such a comment proves
the ignorance [of the speaker)
about the evolution of our na-
tional spirit and the long
chronological history of (of the
nation) and is an ression of
(his) lack of political wisdom”,
the resolution said.

Chaired by Nirmal Sen, the
meeting in a resolution further
said that such an 'imaginary’
and ‘whimsical' comment was
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Saifur sued for
contempt of

court

A Supreme Court advocate
yesterday sued Finance Minis-
ter Saifur Rahman charging
him with contempt of court for
his 'aspersive’ comment on the
judiciary, reports UNB.

Mohsin Rashid Chowdhury
flled a contempt petition in
the High Court division of the

Supreme Court against Ra-
hman for his remarks at a
seminar on August 23 at the

sh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies.

Meanwhile, the Supreme
Court Bar Assoclation in a
meeting yesterday condemned
the Finance Minister's 'un-
called for attack on the ju-
diciary.’

Saifur Rahman reportedly
said stay orders granted by the
High Court and the Supreme
Court blocked collection of
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EBL to operate

foreign exchange
through other
banks

By Inam Ahmed

The Eastern Bank Limited
(EBL). successor to the now
defunct Bank of Credit and
Commerce International

(BCCI)} will carry out its foreign
exchange (FE) operations

some other banks as it
still is restrained to op-
erate accounts.

The main problem posing
See Page 12 Col |



