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ship sinks in'Red Sea :

sank in the Red Sea. Egyptl's navigation

sources reported Monday. reports Xinhua from Cairo

All the nine crew m:mb-:n of 'Grigo

cued and brought w shore.

ris Tsirikos' were res
The ship sank Sunday necar Ras

Shukair with 832 tons of plastic materials on board
Bad weather was the cause of the accident. No further de

tails were immediately available
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Indonesia. leading members of the Non-Aligned
Movement, signed a trade and economic co-operation
agreement on Monday. the Cuban news agency Prensa Latina
said, reports Reuter from Havana.

The accord was signed in Jakarta by Cuban Foreign
Minister Reicardo Alarcon and his Indonesian counterpart Ali
Alatas. Both were taking part in a foreign ministers meeting
prior to a summit of Hnn-Aligncd leaders

Prensa Latina gave no details of the agreement between
the sugar-exporting. oil-importing Caribbean island and
Indonesia, which is a leading oil producer and member of
OPEC (Organisation of Otl Expﬂrtlng Cumunea]

The accord opens the way to future bilateral cooperation,
the agency said.

Clashes leave 30 dead in Angola:

At least 20 soldiers and 10 civillans have died in clashes
between government and UNITA former rebel forces in
central Angola at the weekend, the Portuguese news agency
Lusa reported Monday, says AFP from Lisbon.

In a despatch from Luanda. it said Sunday's clashes al
Kuito in Bie province Erupted when UNITA forces attacked
the provincial government gulldlng Ten government soldiers.
10 UNITA men and 10 other people die. Lusa said quoting of-
fictal sources.

Sunday the campaign director of the ruling MPLA party.
Kundi Payama. escaped with his life in an attack against a
party vehicle which left one dead and six wounded.

It said the attack was carried out by UNITA (National
Unton for the Total Independence of Angola) fighters.

Clinton ﬁains in latest poll

Democratic presidential candidate Bill Clinton gained
strength in a national poll relcased Monday while President
Bush slipped from his post-convention level. AP reports from
Washington

The latest ABC News-Washington Post poll shows Clinton
with 55 per cent support to Bush's 36 per cent.

The two were nearly even f[ollowing the Republican
National Convention, Aug 17-20 Since a poll taken for the
same organizations immediately after the convention. Clinton
gained eight percentage points and Bush lost six

Russia denies report on
germ arms production

MOSCOW, Sept 1: Russian
officials on Monday rejected
US accusations that Russia may
be continuing to develop germ
weapons, reports AP.

"All this is absolute les.™
and all work on biological
weapons was stopped in 1975,
the Defence Ministry's Direc-
torate for Bacteriological. Ra-
diation and Chemical Defence
told the datly lzvestia.

The staterment came in re-
sponse to a Washington Post
report saying the United
States and Britain are worried
the Russian government may
not have fulfilled a six-month-
old promise to shut down the
Soviet Unjon's extensive pro-

gramme making illicit germ
WCAPONS.

“Our
take concrete
demonstrate that the former
Soviet offensive  biological
weapons programme has been
terminated,” the State De-
partment said Monday, con-
firming that a diplomatic effort
was underway to bring Russia
into compliance with an in-
ternational ban on germ war-
fare programmes.

Acting Secretary of State
Lawrence Eagleburger raised
the subject last week in Lon-
don with Russian Foreign Min-
ister Andrei Kozyrev, said
State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher.

is that Russia
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Bhopal gas disaster
Compensation increased
for families of dead

BHOPAL. Sept 1: The gov-
ernment has increased by
more than 66 per cent the
amount ul’ compensation to
relatives of pk who died In
the 1984 Hgo gas disaster,
an official nald Tucnday. re-
ports AP,

The families will now re-
cetve 100.000 rupees (3,330
dollar) to 600.000 rupees
(16,668 dollar), said Babulal
Gaur, the man in charge of dis-
tributing compensation to vic-
tims of the world's worst in-
dustrial calamity.

More than 4,000 people
died and 20,000 were harmed
when poisonous gas leaked
from a pesticide factory run by
Union Carbide India Lid, a
subsidiary of the Union Carbide

Corp based in Danbury Conn.

T‘ht increased compensa-
tion followed protests by the
state government ol Madhya
Pradesh, of which Bhopal is
the capital, against a decision
awarding more compensation
to victims severely injured in
the accident than to the fami-

ltes of those who died.
Last month, the federal

government said it would give
injured survivors a maximum
400,000 rupees (13,333
dollar). The families of those
who perished would recefve at
most 300,000 rupees (10.000
dollar).
The precise amount for
each victim will be decided by
IPH;'I-II “claims court,” said

International

Several govt officials taken hostage

Tajik protesters storm

MOSCOW, Sept )
Protesters stormed the prest-
dential palace of Tajikistan's
Rakhmon Nabiyev on Monday
and took several senior Igv
emment officials hostage. Rus-
sian news agencies said. re-
ports Reuter.

ltar-Tass said hundreds of
demonstrators forced their
way into the . ook con
trol of the ground floor and
wok a number of prisoners in-
cluding members of Nabtyev's
stafl and government employ-
ces.

It said the demonstrators
were demanding Nabiyev's res-
ignation and the rclease of an

army general suspected of in-
vuhmnl in the assassination
of a top judicial official in the
former Soviet republic last
week.

A second agency, Nega, said
two d:pui Prime Ministers, a
military r to Nabiyev and
an offictal in charge of cabinet
business had been taken away
by the angry erowd to an un-
known location.

Demonstrators at the scene
said they would be held until
Nabiyev, whose whereabouts
were not known. agreed to
talks.

Nabiyev, a former commu-
nist party boss. won his way

presidential palace

have recently stepped up re-
sistance in southern Kur-
gan-Tyube region of the cen-
tral Asian state, and the assas-
sination of the judicial offictal
in the capital Dushanbe raised
fears of a new wave of mass
violence.

Tass said the demonstrators
wanted the release of Army
Gencral Rakhtm Nurullobekov,
suspected of involvement in
the assassination of chief
prosecutor Nurulle Khuvaidul-
st 24.

back to power in elections in
Tajikistan last November.

In . he survived a popu-
lar rebellion by inwviting the

layev on Augu

They sald Nurullobekov was
betng held by the KGB security
police in connection with the

Liberal and Islamic opposition  killing.
o help form a govern- Tass said the protesters
ment coalition. Since then. his were also angry at Nabtyev's

freedom of political manocuvre
has been strictly limited.
Armed opposition groups

fatlure to put an end to blood-
shed and unrest in the south of
the eountry. where border

raids and weapons smuggling
from neighbouring Afghanistan
are rampant.

Tajikistan. a mainly Muslim

state, is among the poorest
and most backward of the 15

former Soviet republies which
g:l:n-nd ndence with the
akup of union last year

Earlier on Monday, Tass re-
ported that Nabtyev had ac-
cepted the resignation of
Prime Minister Akbar Mir-
zoyev, apparently in connec-
tion with the mounting crisis.

Officials say Nabtyev is con-
sidering inviting a Russian-jed
commonwealth pcnr.:ehupily
force into troubled regions
Tajtkistan, opposition leaders
argue this could lead v an all-
oul civil war and fuel Islamic
fundamentalism.

HANOI :

seven other North Vietnamese girls against southern contenders duning

' Mlnh city.

Vietnamese film student ‘V: Thi Dong, 17, waves to wellwishers after being
crowned Miss North Vietnam at the end of a three- -evening beauty contest on Monday, hosted
by a youth newspaper. She was selected from some 150 entrants and will compete along with

the final in Ho Chi
— AFP/UNB phutu

| Terrill said today.

Chinese dissident
leader arrested

BEWING, Sept |: Chinese
dissident leader Shen Tong.
who recently returned from
exile in the United States. has
been arrested in Beljing
shortly before he was 10 meet
reporters, academic Ross

reports
Reuter.

Shen, 24, was taken from
his mother's home in Beijing
at night on Monday, said Ter-
rill, a member of advisory
board of the US based Democ-
racy for China and fund headed
by Shen.

Shen. a leader in the 1989
pro - democracy movement
crushed by China's military.
had scheduled a news confer-
ence on Tuesday momrning
discuss his return, Terrill said
by telephone from his Betjing
hotel room.

On Monday, Shen's group in
newton, Massachusetts, said
the dissident had conveyed
word of his detention in a
| coded telephone conversation.

Palestinians dismiss Israel's
self-rule proposals

WASHINGTON, Sept 1I:
Palestinian Arabs on Monday
dismissed Israel's sell-propos-
als as unacceptable and said
peace ncgotiations were al an
impasse, reports AP.

"There is, in a sense, a
deadlock, and we are trying to
find ways to end the dead-
lock,” said Palestinian
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawd.

Despite the gloomy ap-
praisal, Israc]l and Palestinian
negotiators gave no indication
they would halt their talks,
now in a second week at the

State Department.

In fact. Israel showed inter-

est in a Palestinian proposal to
establish a working group to
assess human rights condi-
tions on the West Bank and in
Gaza. '
“Unfortunately, we are a lit-
tle bit frustrated.” chicl Isracli
negotiator Elyakim Rubinstein
said of the Palestinians’ re-
sponse. “We are not desperale,
and we are sure that ways can

be found to deal with this
frustration.”
Rubinstein said Isracl had

offered the Palestinians "a sea
change, a major change from
the existing situation™ and that

negotiations should be focused
on how to implement that
change.

Meanwhile, Ms. Ashrawi
made clear in a briefing for re-
porters that the Palestinians
engaged in a sixth round of
ncgotiations with Israel are
taking their cues from the
Palestine Liberation Organiza-
uon.

She said three members of
the Palestinian delegation had
been sent to Tunis for high-
level consultations with the
PLO. which is headquartered
in the Tunisian capital.

"Everything that we present

is approved by our leadership”,
she said. "As you know, high
policy is made by the PLO."

The Statement was signifi-
cant because |srael has said in
the past that it was willing to
negotiate only with Palestini-
ans who had no clear or close
links to the PLO.

Last April, Margaret D.
Tutwiler, then the US State
Department spokeswoman.
said the PLO was not part of
the negotiations but that it was
not relevant to the Bush ad-
ministration with whom the
Palestinians met.

Shevardnadze
to run for
parliament

speaker

TBILIS! (Georgia). Aug 31:
Georgian leader Eduard She-
vardnadze announced Monday
he will run for the post of par-
liament speaker as an inde-
pendent, ending weeks of in-
fighting among parties sceking

to ally themselves with him,
report AP.
The specaker's job will be

the nation's highest clected

post following October 11
elections.

Georgian leaders still have
not decided whether the

country needs the post of a
president. The former presi-
dent, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, was
ousted in January after a short

but b civil war
The dl!l.‘lliﬂﬂ followed

wecks of political infighting
among Georgia’'s 46 parties.

Gaddafi calls for direct
talks with US

TRIPOLI, Sept 1 : Libyan
leader Colonel Moamer Gaddalfi
on Monday called for direct
talks between his country and
the United States to try and
resolve and international
standoff over two Libyans sus-
pected of air terrorism, re-
ports AFP.

The proposal came in the
course of a three-hour tele-
vised speech given by Gaddah
to mark the 23rd anniversary
of his coming to power.

The Libyan leader, suggest-
ing that the United States did
not want a ncw confrontation
with his country, said that di-
rect talks between the two
countries would very probably

lead to a settlement.
He added that certain Arab

countries with close ties to
Washington, such as SaudpAra-
bia, Egypt, Morocco and

Tunisia. could facilitate con-
tacts.

Courts in the United States
and Britain have been trying to
obtain the extradition of two
Libyans suspected of involve-
ment in the mid-air bombing
of a Pan American Jumbo Jet
over the Scottish town of
Lockerbie in 1988, the result-
ing crash killed 270 pcople.

The United States and
France, which also suspects
the two men of involvement in
another airline bombing. have
obtained a UN Security Council
resolution imposing trade
sanctions against Libya over
the issue.

In his speech, Gaddafl criti-
cised the United Nation role,
saying the world body had re-
stricted itself to putting pres-
surc on his country.

Blast kills 15

civilians
in Lanka

COLOMBO, Sept 1: A bomb
hidden in a box of fish ex-
ploded in a crowded market in
castern Sri Lanka Tuesday.
killing at least 15 people, most
of them Muslims, the military
said, reports AP.

At least 50 people were
wounded in the blast in the
predominantly Muslim town of
Nainadamaridu in Batticalpa
district, about 140 miles (225
kilometers) east of Colombo,
officials said.

The explosion destroyed a
bus parked nearby. said the
officials at the military
headquarters in Colombo who
cannot be identified under
briefing rules.

They blamed Tamil Tiger
rebels who are fighting for an
independent homeland in Sri
Lanka I'ur the explosion.

194 AIDS cases l

in India

NEW DELHI, Sept |: There
are 194 full-blown cases of the
fatal Acquired Immune Defl-
ciency Syndrome (AIDS) in In-
dia so far, according 1o the lat-

est official res available to-
day, reports ua.
Of the 153,000 persons

screened for the AlDS-causing
Human Immune-Deficiency
Virus (HIV) so far in the coun-
try, 8,309 were tested posi-
Uve.

The number of AIDS pa-
tients and HIV-positives in
india ts the highest among the
southern and southeastern
Asian countries.

the 194 AIDS cascs,
there are 146 men and 48
women. Thirteen of them are

foreigners.

Serbian deputies demand Yugoslav PM's ouster

BELGRADE, Sept 1: Serbian
nationalist deputies in the fed-
eral parllament on Monday

the strongest challenge
to Yugoslav Prime Minister
Milan Panic, demanding a no-
confidence vote against the
government of the Serb-born
American. reports AP,

Under the constitution,
parllfament must vote within
three days on a no-confidence
motion.

Panic, elected last month as
prime minister of the new,
smaller Yugoslavia comprising
Serbia and Montenegro. has
openly challenged the federa-
tion's most powerful politician
— Serbia’'s hard-line President
Slobodan Milosevic.

Milosevic's Soclalists and
their nationalist allies who

dominate the federal assembly
demanded Panic's resignation
for overstepping his authority
at last week's Yugoslav peace
conference in London, the
Belgrade-based news agency
Tanjug said.

Panic proposed a |12-point
peace plan in London. It in-
cluded the recognition of all
former Yugoslav republics
within their original borders,
and the opening of talks with
leaders of the ethnic Albanian
majority in Serbia's restive
Kosovo provinee.

The demands for Panic's
resignation could jeopardize
the conclusions of the London
conference, as several points
of his plan were included in
the conference's final docu-
menls.

The results apparently have
angered Milosevic, who has
publicly clashed with Panic
over the peace plan. His anger
was echoed Monday by Social-
ist deputics.

"Yugoslavia is not Panic's
(Californian) plantation or
ownership.” Socialist depulty
Brana Crncevic told parlia-
menlt.

"We are facing a great ad-
venture if we vote ‘yes' for him.
Yugoslavia cannot be repre-
sented by someone who is so
irresponsible,” Crncevic said.

But In a recent interview
with The Assoclated Press,
Panic said he would not be
pushed aside lightly by Milose-
vic.

"The fight could be between
two equals. And I'm willing to

fight.”

The Bcrhlnn president and
his nationalist allies wvehe-
mently oppose Panic's pro-
posal to recognize the borders
of all Yugoslav republics from
before the outbreak of war last
summer.

That would eflectively se-
vere links between the new
Yugoslavia and territories
scized by Serblan forces iIn
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina.

Milosevic also rcjects talks
with Kosovo Albanians on
re umrir.ﬁ: au!rmnmy to the

vinoee broug ht under direct
1:t-h grade rule two ycars ago,
ahhn-u Serbs ma.zc up only
about Iﬂ per cent of its popu-
lation.

In London, Panic warned
Milosevic to respect the con-
ference's conclusions or re-
sign. The American business-
man, whose outspoken ap-
proach to politics has won him
friends nnd foes in Serbia, in-
terrupted Milosevic and con-
tested his right to speak for

Yugoslavia.

But the Serbian leader is
still considered Yugoslavia's
most powerful politician. His
Socialists, l;hc form:r Commu-
nists, have 94 seats in the
178-seat federal parliament.
The Serbian Radical Party,
headed by Miloservic's ultra-
nationalist ally Vojislav Seselj,
has additional 30 seats.

Monday's motion was pro
posed by 38 Socialist dqn.rm

| Storm claims 76

lives 1n Chlna

BELJING, Sept 1. An in
tense t storm in south-
eastern China has left 76 peo-
ple dead and seven missing
after causing landslides and
desturoying thousands of homes
and farms. officials and news

reports said today. reports
AFP.

Some |10,000 people were
evacuated Monday from their
homes in coastal Zhejiang
province, where transport and
telecommunications links have
been cut, the state news
agency Xinhua said.

The death toll in Zhejlang
rose to 72, a provincial disas-
ter management offictal said by
telephone. adding that the fig-
ure was preliminary and ex-

storm
Pu]:a.n where four pmph dhd
and scven were missing after
rains pelted the province, a lo-
cal offictal said by telephone.

The wrrential rains, high
tides and mudflows have flat-
tened more than 5,000 houses
and 100 kilometres (60 miles)
of scawall, destroyed
and damaged farmiland,
Xinhua report said.

The storm has hit more
than 50 countries and cities,
affecting 7.5 million people
and nearly halfl a mil-
Hon stranded, it sadd. Worst-hit
were southwestern and east-
ern costal areas.

Large areas of Wenzhou, In-

rl:pr:l:nmd ln parliament.

pected to rise as rts came

huding its Lo
in arid rains continued to fall . £

Development Zone,

Forty-one people died In
mudslides in Jingning and
Huangyan countries. the offi-
cial said. Four of the victims
drowned when their ship over-
turned at sea Sunday.

(25 miles) of the city's seawall
had been des

The storm tr:&ll-ed west

after hirting Taitwan with ty-
phoon-strength gales.

Off the Record

Honeymoon package tour
SEOUL: Ome hundred couples who were married during
last week's unification church mass are on a six-
day honeymoon package tour of North Korea. a church offictal

said, Tuesday reports AFP.

The group plans to visit the birthplace of the church's
founder, the Reverend Moon Sun- Myun.l,. at the northwestern
city of Chonju, as well as Pyongyang. Wonsan port and the
Diamond Mountain tourist area

The church spokesman said the couples were from 18
countries. including Britain, France. Germany, Japan and the
United States, but that no South Koreans were on the tour.

Grant divorce
or face jail

JERUSALEM: Jewish men who refuse to grant their wives
divorces could soon face serious criminal charges, Israel
television reported Monday. reports AP,

Uzi Baram. Acting Minister for H:nuuun Affairs, made the
promise while addressing a group of "agunot”. or abandoned
wives, demonstrating outside his ministry here Monday.

According to Jewish religious law, which governs

s and divorce in Israel. agunot may not remarry until
their husbands agree to divorce them. Any children they
have out of wedloek are considered "mamzerim.” or bastards,
and their ductndlntl are excommunicated for ten
generations.

“I'm not for rrﬂﬂng the old system, where rﬂ:ﬂlﬂtrlnl
husbands were beaten until they shouted 'l give in |.' " Baram
told the agency, referring to ancient method of persuasion.”

. ‘But in. modern times, thert are effective ways of fofeing a
man to give " a'divorce.” he said. "Like mmktng his driver's

It sounds like
bad movie plot

HARDWICK, Ga: It sounds like a bad movie plo.. Women
inmates claim rape, prostitution, coerced abortions, sex for
favours, reports AP.

But this is not explottive fiction, it is sordid fact.

At least 70 women have said they were abused by guards
and other employees at the Georglan Women's Correctional
Institution. Their attorney expects 30 more to tell thefr
stories soon. Ten employees have been fired and criminal
indictments are expected this fall.

The scandal in Hardwick a fenced compound of sand-
colored concrete buildings tucked in the woods 100 miles
(160 kilometers) southeast of Atlanta "is the broadcast and
the deecpest scandal of this sort that anyone can find a record
of,” said Robert Cullen, Georgia Legal Services lawyer
handling the case.

The prisoners are reluctant to discuss the charges with
reporters. Details can be culled from six affidavits filed in US
District Court in Macon.

"l had no way out of the relationship once it began. He was
very demanding of me,” said one woman who allegedly first
had sex with her prison supervisor in a bathroom during a
lunch break the day she was as to his work detail.

She said the year-long affair included oral sex, anal sex,
sadomasochistic relations and fantasy role-

Another said the state paid for an abortion uht didn’t want
after she was impregnated by her supervisor.

Virgin Mary
to appear ?

COLD SPRING. Ky: Thousands of faithful gathered Monday
outside a small-town church hoping there was some truth to
a prediction that the Virgin Mary would appear in this
northern Kentucky town, reports AP.

Several hundreds people celebrated a daytime Mass at St.
Joseph Roman Catholic Church, then many settled back in
anticipation of nightfall.

Late Monday, 4,000 people were in the church lot
and another 1,500 were inside the church, listening to a
sermon that was piped outside. Some people brought lawn
chairs or sleeping bags to sit on.

"Some people seeing a miracle, some are awaiting a
miracle and some are here to pray,” said Jim Benton, a
volunteer working with the church.

The parish priest, the Rev. Leroy Smith, reported two
months ago that he had been told by a mystic from Ohio that
his church would receive a visit from the Virgin Mary at

midnight August 31.

licensa.”

Thai villagers
raze police

and 30 Radicals. station

Montenegro's Party of So-

cialists announced they would BANGKOK, Sept 1: Around
back Panic, raising the possi- | 2,000 angry vil!a rs Monday
bility of a split between Serbia | night razed a ice station,

two living qunrtcrn and three
| vehicles in Chian

police failed to
action against three officers

who. the villagers allege, raped
and killed a villager resident
report’'s Xinhua.

and Montenegro.

Serbian opposition parties,
who seem increasingly willing
to give Panic a chance to gov-
ern, boycotted May elections
for parllament and thus are not

t opposition party

— Lht ian Renewal Move- The incident followed the
ment — in a statement criti- controversial death of Miss
cised Monday's no-confidence | Chantra Sukcharoen, 32,
motion. whose body was found In a po-

lice guard booth at Ban Huay
By demanding Panic’s res-

ignation, "Milosevic wants to | Sansal district in C Mai.
stay in power,” the statement | northern Thailand, on the
said. “But Serbia will hang by | night of August 232, the
the noose.” Bangkok Post w today.

ngwan Economic
had been
flooded. while 40 kilometres

across the South China Sea

Mai after
e suitable

Haiinhmbnnll-tli“nkllﬂ.



