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Dhaka, Wednesday, September 2, 1992
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Waiting for the Doctor

A conference, held in the city Monday, has
sought to inject some bad'-lz-needad ene into
efforts to br“be life lnt: 40, in-
units identified as being "sick”. Organised
by the Inter-Association Sick Industries Rehabili-
tation C:mcﬂ (IASIRC), the ul:it;ﬂtl‘tﬂﬂ blamed
policies of past mrnme nts non-cooperation
of banks and lending institutions as
causes of these private sector ventures falling
sick. Speakers claimed that 90 per cent of those
ventures had fallen into non- tability and debt
for reasons their control”, and demanded
that the government should delay no further in
embarking on an action programme to revive
these units. Although the government-sponsored
Sick Industries Revival and Rehabilitation Cell
(SIRRC) has put forward a number of recommen-
dations which seem quite appropriate for the
purpose by the IASIRC, the government has yet to
respond favourably to them and it is doubtful if
the government would implement all its recom-
mendations, particularly those relating to import
resirictions.

The need for an urgent solution to the stck in-
dustries’ problem is a universally accepted one,
and the government itself has taken a number of
steps to deal with the problem including setting
up of the SIRRC and an industrial commission.

at the mment is yet to do is take concrete
actions which would affect sick industries di-
rectly. That seems to be the crux of the problem,
as far as the owners of the sick units are con-
cerned. However, to sug,cht that "somebody else”
was responsible for the [ailure of all these indus-
tries to succeed is perhaps stretching it a little
too far. No doubt government policies, bureau-
cratic corruption, malpractices banks etc had
a lot to do with the poor business climate that
existed in the recent past, but we would be fool-
ish indeed if we discarded out of hand the possi-
bility that some, if not many, of these units went
sick because of managerial or entrepreneurial
shortcomings. Some may not have even been
bonafide ventures, while others may have been
turned Into sick units deliberately either to evade
tax or furnish excuses for defaulting on loan re-

payments.

Having said that, the number of industries
which went sick for "reasons beyond their con-
trol” may well constitute an overwhelming major-
:By of the 40,000 and the government has to

entify these genuine sick units. Not only that,
the government has to decide, through a thor-
ough survey conducted by competent professional
Ecnplc. which of these sick industries actually

ave a sound market prospect, since many may
have turmed sick because the Prwtnus adminis-
tration might have given them licences and loans
for business without proper feasibility studies. It
is these units, which have a genuine prospect for
survival and flourishment, which ought to be tar-

ted for rehabilitation. Any effort to bracket all

e 40,000 together may turn out to be not only
an expensive affair, t may also be self-defeating.
The government survey into these units should
conversely gi to identify any malpractice that
might have en place in loan procurement, tax-
payment, book-keeping etc. Far from rehabilita-
tion. people found engaged in such practices —
thereby deceiving the public — should be dealt
with In accordance with the law in a straightfor-
ward manner.

The important thing, however, is that the issue
has acquired a sense of urgency, and government
actions, from surveys to implementing the rec-
ommendations of the SIRRC, should also reflect
that urﬁency. At present, owners of sick units are

oing through a tough time, uncertain about the
uture of their investments. Government minis-
lers are undoubtedly aware that so long as this
widespread sickness persists, economic rejuve-
nation will remain a distant dream. The govern-
ment has to take on the responsibility for r

these units because, for one Lhn}g its predeces-
sor's policy was largely to blame for current state
of affairs, and also because the private sector is
not strong enough, as yet, to look after itself. It is
in the interest of the government and its indus-
trial policy that action ought to be taken in this
field without much delay, and action has to be
chara;:terised by a positive and pragmatic ap-
proac

Love's Labour Lasts

Truth shall prevail. Love shall triumph. These
and similar er high-minded phrases seem to
come from world's long gone by — and literally,
reek of mothball. Not so with the high drama en-
acted at the High Court on Tuesday. Like the
piece of musk distributed in tiny bits by a beaten
and famished Humayun on the occasion of the
birth of his son Akbar, the f ce of the good
tidi from the High Court has wafted to all

desh — and in the matter of a day. Every-
one, with his or her heart in the right place. is
feeling proud of Ali Ahmed of Feni and has be-
come a sharer In the love with which Batha Essa
Hamad Al-Anazi, the Kuwaiti young woman turned
a real-life heroine overnight, holds this blue-
collared worker from Feni. She has come all the
way [rom Kuwait, spurning the express negative
instructions of her parents and elderly relations

who have gone to High Court to restrain her, to
be the spouse of a man she loves. .

The falr*r tale takes on a more unreal aspect
when one learns that Batha comes from a family
which is affluent even by Kuwaiti standards and
that this r‘:&ﬂﬂmr of love has on her own chosen
to live in Ahmed's village home making it —
the multifarious inconveniences and general
squalor included as a matter of course in the card
— her very own home.

Now that the whole nation has rejoiced in the

outcome at H Court — a very rare thing
to pen — a squabble ahnuldbcmurdcrtnf)op
up. Some of us would want to see in Ali Ahmed an
extremely loveable hero who had during the Iraqi
attack on Kuwait saved her and other female

members of her family his own life. Why,
ﬂththumeanhunh:mumgc

worth our best of admiration?

And there will be others who will see in Batha
a greater lover of the two. While not detracting in
any way All Ahmed's achlevements. perhaps we
can agree on Batha's doing a supreme act of
courage, sacrifice., and resolution — all for love.

Text-book aphorisms do come to life some
times — happily.

T takes a man of viston w0

see Into the future. The

vision In order is more so
when the itmprobable i1a the
subject of prediction. Kuldip
Nayar is no- i nor s he
an ordinary man. no less
than four decades of
distinguished journalistic
career behind him,
specialising in domestic and
international affairs, he is
more competent than most to
pass judgement on issues con-
cerning the polities of the
South Asian region. But when
the veteran journalist, meore
known as a columnist with in-
cisive insight. almost certainly
predicis a —  more
economic tg::.l::?nm —
among the states of the region
within next 20-25 years. not
many people would be found w
buy his idea, much less w
share his conviction.

Now the question is, if what
he envisions is completely
outlandish. What is the basis of
his inferences to reach such a
conclusion? Economic com-
pulsion, more than any
else. according to Kuldip, will
be the deciding factor. Even a
cursory look at the develop-
ments sweeping across the
wide world at a very fast pace
will most certainly point to the
fact that there is enough pith
in his argument. Economic ne-
cessity, not military interests,
has brought the West Eu
countries together to look for-
ward to a one Europe. In a
counter move, America has
formed with Mexico and

China's Press: Let a Thousand Surve

" NTAGE  bourgeois”
was how many Chi-
nesc journalists dis-

missed the first opinion poll

conducted in 1982,

Only one newspaper — the
China Daily, the country's sole
English-language newspaper —
ventured to run the survey
months after the results came
out. The su was made on
the readership of leading Chi-
nese news media in Betjing,

“The survey was better
known among foreigners than
among our countrymen,” re-
calls Professor Chen Chong-
shan who made that first
opinion poll for the Chinesc
Academy of Social Sciences.

Since then, a whifl of
change has pervaded many of
China's news desks — and be-
yond. Polls have also been in-
troduced to other fields to test
a product or an enterprise's
popularity, probe the market
potential for an industry and
solicit opinions on a govern:
ment policy.

Although the opinion poll
still seems “allen” to some
people, Prof Chen says the
Chinese news media in the
past decade has attached more
importance to the study of its
audience.

"Opinion polls, or surveys
on the news media audience,
arc likely to form a break-
through in China's press re-
form,” says Chen Ruichang, an
editor with Guangdong Televi-
sion.

"We have polled listeners on
several occasions since the
mid- 1980s,” says Bao Weifuan,
a senior editor with the Cen-
tral People's Broadcasting Sta-
tion. "Their responses have
become one of the most im-
portant references in our deci-
sions on whether to retain or
sCrap a routine, or to set up a
new programme.”

Prof Chen's [irst attempt in
opinion polls made in 1982
resulted in surprising revela-
tions: only 24.2 per cent of
the 2,423 people polled "fully
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Canada a North American trad

ing sone — the world's largest

uptill now. Diplomatic forays by
into ASEAN (Association

of South L Asian Nations
ocountries with China

other nations of the region
manifest the Japanese concern
for its trading interests abroad.
Add o this the disintegration
of the Soviet Unton and the
abrupt departure of commu
nism from the East European
soil. there indeed emerges a
sct of new priorities far re-
moved from one before the
end of the Cold War

South Asian Economic Bloc: Will it Ever

by Nilratan Halder

lies to strengthen their indi-
vidual economic positions
through such regional collec-
uve jora. The EC, in particular,
is moving lock-stock-and-bar-
rel towards that end. The rai-
son d'etre for its member
countries can under no cir-
cumstances be more compul-
sive and greater than the peo-
ples of the South Asian region
for getting so closer

Therefore. the point is that
the compulsion behind the
SAARC countries to bind

Lanka and Bangladesh can be
brought under effective con-
trol.

Political considerations
apart, the geographical prox-
imity offers a vast market. the
potential of which need to be
exploited through a collective
decision by the members of
the SAARC. The technology

life of the peoples tn the re-
glon While the peoples of the
EC nations enjoy a relatively
decent living standard — even
not excluding the ones at the
botiom of society — the major-
ity of the population in the
SAARC eke out a lving pitiably
low A mintmum standard of

—_—mm

In a more-than-ever-before
competitive world, the group-
ings of nations, aimed o pro-
tect thetr collective but no less
selfish interests, are the natu-
ral outcome. The free market
economy certainly has this
drawback of not being encugh
liberal when 1t comes tc the
a:'-uun of unrestricted trade

world over. On no account
were it destrable to drag the
row over the conflicting tnter
ests in the General Agreement
on Tariff and Trade (CATT)
talks. But the un t has
taken place only use the
rich nations. particularly
America and Europe, have nol
found a point of their
interests. Nations, therefore,

are increasingly looking for al-

believed in” what they read in
the Chinese press.

A further survey on more
than 80 per cent of those who
had professed reservations
about the credibility of the
news media revealed that the
major cause to this rift was
that, "they reported only the
good news but held back the
unpleasant information,” and,
"what they reported failed to
be information enough 1o
appeal to their audiences.”

Chinese leaders have always
valued social surveys, says Prof
Chen. Mao Zedong, the late
chairman of the Chinese
Communist Party, often con-
ducted surveys before making
important decisions, and
called on the whole Party to
pay attention to realities
revealed by the surveys.

However, traditional surveys

were MEHJ co | with
very limiled scope, i

most dozens of people, each
considered “representing a
segment of life.” Surveys either
paid them door-to-door visits,
or summoned them for a group
discussion.

"This allowed some in-
depth discussions and it was
time- and energy-saving.” Prof
Chen says. "But it's impossible
for it to lead to a scientific,
quantitative analysis the opin-
jon poll can offer.”

That's why she believes it is
necessary "to combine the
conventional survey method
with the modern means of
opinion polls.”

As opinion polls became
popular aflter the mid-1980s,
the Public Opinion Research
Institute of the People’'s Uni-
versity of China was set up in
1986. It polled 200 ministerial
officials and senior intellectu-
als in 1988, the first ﬂmu
ducted at such a high L

"These noted figures
showed even stronger dissatis-
faction with the press,” says Yu
Guoming, an associate profes-
sor with the Institute. "Among
them, 62 per cent were

ng at

themselves in a sort of eco-
nomic bloc, not in the sense of
EC integration but a more
loosely arranged system for
looking after their common
economic interests. will in the
coming days prove overriding
If the present trend of dimin-
ishing military options con-
tinue, there is every likelithood
of the rivalries between India
and Pakistan ending up in a
negotiated settlement. Terrt-
torfal disputes will prove jess
contentious because the gen-
eral consensus will weigh
heavily in favour of preserving
their existence more than
accruing new land which

be an added labihity. | .
devolution of power rather
than its centralisation will gain

required for the means of pro-
duction is there. the unity
among the diversity of the
peoples’ socio-cultural settings
should prove an advantage
rather than the reverse. True,
the stages of scientific and
technological development in
the different member coun-
tries have not been uniform;
but the gaps are not unbridge-
able, so for as the means of
production are concerned.
What is important is their
identical needs. social ad-
vancement. climate of Invest-
ment as well as the problems
of marketing the merchandise
and the absence of adequate
infrastructure for uction
and distribution. Ethnic -
lems. no doubt. will still put

Xiong Lei writes from Beijing

——————— ————————————————
The high percentage of audiences not con-
vinced by China’s press coverage ‘should
compel decision-makers to ponder on ways

to press reform’

strongly dissatisfied with Lhe
performance of the Chinese
press, while 91.5 per cent
thought the press voiced ‘too
lite of the people's city'.”
Another high-level poll
jointly conducted by the Jour-
nalism Institute (Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences)
and the Capital Press Social in
|988 revealed clashing views
between deputies to the Na-
tional People’'s Congress (NPC)
— China's supreme legislature
— and member of the Chinese

People's Poli ;.ﬂn
Cﬂl‘!’::fltﬂtf%% ’.i,-ﬁ_'

honorary united front erganisa-
tion.
"While 62.1 per ctnt\nl' the
1,542 NPC deputies polled
were satisfied with the open-
ness of the Chinese press, 63.2
per cent of the 472 respond-
ing CPPCC members were dis-
satisfied with it,” says Min Da-
hong, an associate professor
with the Journalism Institute.

"Also, more than half of the
deputies felt satisfied with the
press’ critical ability, but
nearly two-thirds of the CPPCC
members said the press were
far from being critical.”

"For many years we empha-
sised the news media's propa-

ganda function, pinning atten-
tion to ‘'who said what, when

and where,' but the
questions of 'to whom' and 'to
what effect’,” says Jiang Xi-
uzhen, an associate professor
with the China Journalism
School.

The high percentage of au-
diences not convinced by
China's press coverage, she
say, "should compel decision-
makers to ponder on ways to
China's press reform.”

She and many scholars
agree that press reform should
start with the acknowledge-
ment of the audience’s right to
know, to voice. and to super-
vise Lthe government through
the news media. “The Chinese
press leaves a lot to the
desired in this respect,” Mr
Jiang says.

The Chinese press has tra-
ditionally regarded the reader-
ship as its "god,” Prof Chen
says. "But during the ycars
when class s was Laken

truggle
_ Jink.* the WiE 5
m a tool of dictator-
ship, responsible only to those

in power, but totally ignoring
the readers’ interest.”

When China instituted eco-
nomic reforms in the late
1970s, it ushered tn a "golden
era” for the study of media au-
dience, Prof Chen says. Scores
of national and provincial opin-
ion polls conducted from 1982
to 1991 have resulted in sev-
cral hundred theses and a
dozen monographs on the rela-
tionship between news media
and their audiences. Two na-
tional symposiums on the topic
were held and a society was
founded to promote nation-
wide surveys of radio and tele-
vision audiences.

"We are convinced that only
with a good understanding of
the audience can the press re-
form have a definite objective
in view,” Prol Chen says. But
she predicts it might take

years, even decades, to achieve |

reform goals, "because too
many ideological obstacles still
exist.”

But Wei Yongzheng, deputy
director of Shanghai Journal-
ism Institute, is more opti-
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address.
Of 'peanuts' and
'‘Drishtikone'

Sir, When a few years ago,
the late President of Pakistan
dismissed the proposed Aid
package from the USA as
"peanuts”, we all thought, that
was because the amount was
considered too insufficient
especially, since the President
of the USA al that ume was a
peanut farmer (I think). Not
anymore, so please read on.

On a rare visit, | was de-
lighted o see, outside the Bi-
pani Bitan (Ctg). a trolley full of
‘imported’ (I dread to say
smuggled) peanuts two to
three inches long. | could not
resist the temptation and
promptly ordered 100 gms. It
was weighed out as precisely
as would a goldsmith, carefully
packed and handed over with a
terse demand "Chhoy Taka". |
drew back in horror, mentally
calculating. Good Lord, Tk
60/- per kg! Fleeting glimpses
of my childhood flew before
my eyes, when even a Paisa's
worth would not only fill all my
pockets, but a word of appre-
ciation about its freshness and
taste would result in the ven-
dor thrusting another fistful to

K couple of dozens of per-
sons had already converged

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

around us (I suppose, the sight
of an oc arian, reasonably
well-dressed, at a peanut stall
on a busy public road is not
only unusual, but a pleasant
prospect for our itinerant but
talented pick-pockets] and
since | could not even hope to
compete with the loudspeak-
ers in the building opposite,
blaring out their regular de-
mands, | wisely decided that
discretion was the better part
of valour and quietly forked
over the Taka 6.00.

Back home salely, | carefully
counted the pods (42), shelled
and counted the eatable
peanuts (86), before the glar-
ing eyes of the Begum who
could clearly be seen as con-
templating whether it was now
time to des h me to Pabna
(mental asylum). She melted
when | placed her share of 14
nuts before (86 divided by six)
her with the extra two going to
the youngest. But at Tk 0.07
per nut, | would have to be a
Super-Nut to buy these again.
The last words, as usual, be-
longed to the um. “You
should have known better, you
old fool, now-a-days even
peanuts do not come as cheap
as, well — peanuts.

It is astonishing that a sec-
tion of the Press is actively ad-
vocating the removal of

== e

"Drishtikone”™ from BTV. The
anti-social elements, terror-
ists, the corrupt and the de-
graded must be celebrating en
masse. It seems these people
are under the delusion that ff
we just sweep all our dirt un-
der the carpet, we will be rid
of it. One day we will just find
out that these elements have
consumed the carpet as well
Drishtikone however, does
have a serious limitation. It is
shown only once a month.
Fortnightly would be more apt.
weekly much better and daily
would be the answer to our
prayers. More power to Dr-
ishitkone and peanuts to the
critics.

Quazt Akhlague-uz Azeem
Anderkilla, Chittagong

Arms and politics

Sir, Arms can be roughly
defined as the things used to
coerce the opponent and
‘politics’ as the struggle to at-
tain rights. Whether arms are
to be attached with the strug-
E: to attain rights or not has

en an ongoing and perhaps
an irresolvable debate. Evident
successes coming out of arms
in the national politics world-
wide as well as in international
politics, provide the [anatics
rational boost to briskly avail
arms In politics. However,
arms do not move alone,
rather accompany death and
destruction.

Arms had also been in-
ducted in politics by some

eat men, justifying limited

s for broader social benefit.

They proved their strategies to
be vlnElr.- bringing about change

in the erstwhile socio-politico-
cconomic systems.

Introduction of arms in pol-
itics around us today under-
standably does not involve any
such broader objective men-
tioned above. They operate in
aimless, helpless and in cases,
selfless efforts to destroy the
opponent but ultimately de-
stroying themselves and bring-
ing unending chaos in the so-
ciety and substantiating the
strategy to be a grievous
wrong.

Should we induct arms in
polities? Why?

Md Abdur Rouf
International

partment, DU

An appeal

Sir, | am a medical student
studying MBBS "in Dhaka. |
have a brilliant academic back-
ground of having scholarships
at all levels starmarks’ in the
SSC and HSC exams. But at
present | am very frustrated
about my prospect as a medical
student for some unavoidable
reasons specially economic,

because of the sudden death of
my parents,

| cannot afford the neces-
sary expenses without which
completion of the medical
course is not at all possible.
Will any kind hearted persons
or establishments/farms/NGOs
(at home or abroad) come for-
ward with any decent condi-
tions or show me some practi-
cable way out, which might
help others like me too.

Relations De-

PR
GPO Bax No-2723, Dhaka

life is a prerequisite for the
peoples of different
entities to get closer under the
umbrella of a supra-nation. For
the EC. the move has opened
up a new vista in cooperation
among nations —notwithstand-
ing the multifarious difficulties.
If the new realities are so
overpowering for the Eu
nations. the South Astans with
the more or less same level of
erty among them. could
virtue in a similarly close
cooperation. But that fs not to
be. Even the basis of a re-
spectable and fruitful coopera-
tion ought to be a quality of life
achieved through ensuring a
minimum soclo-economic
Justice for all people Intra-na-
tionally. If a sensible social

mistic: "The momentum of the
economic reform will surely
spur on press reform at a pace
[aster than we could imagine "

In fact, he says, press re
form “is already going on qui-
etly.” In the past two years,
more than 60 national and
provinclal newspapers have
launched weekend editions,
which are fat with highly read
able investigative reports on
various subjects appealing to
readers. Television and radio
networks have also increased
entertaining variety shows.

Isn't that a departure from
the propaganda domination of
our press?” Wel says. He cites
the boorning stock exchange as
anther new plus to press re-
form.

‘In Shanghal there are
more than 300,000 stockhold-
era, and they devour all infor-

mation concerning stocks,” he

hecome the strongest point for
the South Asian countries.

rm‘ ment in the region will
reach a stage where all will
dm-mhm

potnt.

tion a closer regional

but silently his actions
ultimately decide the fate of
state-to-state relations. There-
fore. the South Asian nations
should give top priority in re-
ducing the existing social dis-
parities in society. Otherwise,
optimism of people like Kuldtp
Nayar notwit any
economic bloc of South Asian
nations will remain elusive.

ys Bloom

says. "The newspapers cover-
ing Premier Li Peng's visit to
Shanghal's Stock Exchange
carly this year sold out within
hours of coming to the news-
stands, though few people
would show interest in such
news even a few years back.”

Mr Wei says the Chinese
news media will soon be con-
fronted with such an audience,
who are independent in think-
ing and action, who have more
choices, and who want more
information

“Their responses may de-
lermiine the fate of a newspa-
per or a broadcasting com-
pany,” he says. "The press had
better be ready for the compe-
tition In a market-dominated
environment for such an audi-
ence, and the study of the
audience should well prepare
them for 1t.° d

— Depthnews Asia

OPINION

Dhaka's Traffic Jam

For every city dweller.
Dhaka's number one civic
problem appears to be its traf-
fic jam. The traffic problem is
worsening, getting more
complex, obscure and cumber-
some day by day. But unfortu-
nately our public leaders, city
fathers and concerned gov-
ernment officials, are virtually
taking no effective steps, short
term or long term plan and
programme, to combat this
menace. As a result of which,
with the passage and wastage
of time, the situation is assum-
ing more alarming, uncontrol-
lable and explosive stance.

There are a thousand and

one reasons for the worse
of road traffic problem. We
however identify only the fol-
lowing three main causes: 1)
Unaccountable number of rick-
shaws plying in the city roads.
2) Haphazard of buses
at any and every place. 3)
Holding of public meetings in
the busy and important public
roads.
From time to time, when-
ever we come across any traffic
jam, we instantly blame the
poor rickshaw pullers.
Undoubtedly, the number of
rickshaws, beyond optimum
level, is one of the most im-
portant factors for creating
road traffic havoc but side by
side our oversmart bus drivers
as well as some of our political
leaders are equally responsible
for the indisciplined. disor-
derly and chaotic traffic prob-
lem in the crowded capital eity
of Dhaka.

We have observed that the
buses, and mini buses are
parked in the important and
busy places occupying huge
spaces and blocking the roads
for hours together. Buses also
make frequent halts at differ-
ent ‘Bus Stops' in rows of three
to four completely blocking
the passage and movement of
other buses, motor vehicles
and the rickshaws.

It is also very surprising and
disappointing that part of our
national highway-cum-city road
stretching from Jatrabari to
Nilkhet via Folder Street, Wart,
Jai Kali Mandir and Gulistan
has, perhaps, developed into
the 'longest open air " in
this part of the world where all
sorts of repairs, vulcanising,
body making and painting
works and being done and the
defective buses are parked for
weeks together blocking the
normal flow of traffic without
any objection. interference,
opposition and legal action by
the law enforcing authorities,
traffic police. Dhaka City
Cerporation or RAJUK. It is al-
leged that a group of ‘mastans’

collect a amount of 'toll’
from this 'longest open sky
wm1 dﬂlb.

Again some of our political
leaders hold public meetings
in the busy and crowded public
roads barricading the thor-
oughfares for hours together to
the suffering of the greater
number of public. |

For a long time the city
dwellers have been suffering
and suffocating due to constant
traffic jams and deteriorating
road traffic situation.™ We
therefore urge our political
leaders, city fathers and the
concerned government offi-
cials to kindly save the resi-
dents of metropelitan Dhaka
from the : chaotic and
dirty road traffic problem and
to take the following steps in-
cluding other necessary mea-
sures they consider fit and es-
sential to do away with the

horrible and | situation :
I) Issuing and renewal of H-
cences by Dhaka City

Corporation for new and old
rickshaws may be totally
stopped for next five years. 2)
Only rickshaws with valid li-
cences may be allowed to ply
on the city roads. 3) The exist-
ing number of licenced rick-
shaws may be so proportion-
ately divided and distributed
and their jurisdictions fixed
that no area in the city is over
crowded with rickshaws. 4)
Repair, vulcanising, body
making, painting of buses on
the bus routes should be totally
banned. These may be done at
least 200 feet away from the
bus routes/roads. And

of buses for more than five
minutes should not be allowed.
5) Bus Stops may be made at
least twenty feet away from
road junctions, road corners
and road crossings etc. 6)
Underground road crossings
or flyovers may be constructed
for the convenience of the
pedestrians and also for the
movement of the wvehicles
without any interruption. 7)
Public meetings should not be
allowed on public roads on
working days except on
Fridays and ermment holi-
days. Public meetings may be
held in Suhrawardy Uddayan
(the place where Gano Adalat
was held) and Parade Ground,
Tejgaon all the times, when
necessary. 8) Our traffic police
and law enforcing agencies
should not remain as silent
spectators but actively help
maintain discipline, traffic
rules, law and order and bring
the offenders to book for the
welfare of the people.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1




