Ujala Match

earns profit
of Tk 12 lakh

Ujala Match Factory. the
lone safety match producing
unit in public sector, earned a
profit of Taka 12.05 lakh in
the last fiscal year. reports
UNB.

According to factory
sourges, it produced 38 .32
crore pieces of matches worth
about Taka 15.93 crore in
1991-92.

The factory crossed the
production target of 28.80
crore pieces valued Taka 12.45
crore. The achievement was
128 per cent.

An enterprise of Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corpo-
ration, Ujala contributed Taka
2.66 crore to the national
exchequer during the period.

The annual turnover was
the highest ever since the fac-
tory's commissioning in 1966.

Also in 1990-91, the factory
surpassed target producing
23.40 crore pleces of matches
worth about Taka 12.20 crore
against the set target of 20
crore pieces.

The factory produces , vari-
ous brands of matches includ-
ing Cocx, Seven Horses, Star
and Bulb.

The sources said its pro-
duction would increase further
if the supply of wood, the main
ingredient of match, is en-
sured.

. lrregular supply and price

= of raw material and
widcspread smuggling of
lndmllmmatnl‘ts into the coun-
try ct the indust catly,
they added. 20

They urged the authorities
concerned to check smuggling
of foreign matches and ensure
steady supply of woods to boost
the industry's output.

Agrani Bank
lowers lending

rates

Agrani Bank has further
lowered its lending rates from
. 15 per cent to 14.50 per cent
particularly in the industrial
' sectors both big and medium
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' Bangladesh agri

a comprehensive policy

it is more than a decade
that the Bangladesh Agricul-
tural Economists’ Association
presented a set of interrelated
proposals on national agricul-
tural policy. But, sadly enough,
the proposals never came to
light. Those proposals were
outcome of the First Nalicnal
Conference of the assoclation
held in Dhaka in 1978, after
which a committee was
formed by the government,
rather in vain, to formulate
policies for agricultural devel-
opment. Another set of pro-
posals has recently been pre-
sented to this government on
national agricultural policy.

Talking to this correspon-
dent.(Dr) Jahangir Alam of
Bangladesh Livestock Research
Institute at Savar, who played a
leading part in preparing the
recent proposals, explained
the current situation of
Bangladesh agriculture and the
factors to be considered for its
betterment.

The GDP of Bangladesh In-
crcased at a rate of 4.0 per
cent during the Fourth Five
Year Plan period. The growth
rate declined to 3.7 per cent
over the Two Year Plan, Sec-
ond Five Year Plan and Third
Five Year Plan periods. The av-
erage annual growth rate in
agricultural sector declined
continually from 3.7 per cent
in the First Five Year Plan pe-
riod to 1.7 per cent in the
Third Five Year Plan period.
The contribution of agriculture
to GDP also decline, recorded
a sharp from 60 per cent to 39
per cent over the same period.

The policy makers of
Bangladesh are yet to devise an
effective strategy for trans-
forming the traditional small
holding rice growing peasantry
into modern agricultural en-
trepreneurs. Both scholars and
policy makers of the country
are becoming increasingly
conscious of the need to pay
sufficient attention to the con-
ditions under which agricul-

by Rahat Fahmida

given increase in the value ad-
dition created through agricul-
ture would lead to more than
proportionate increase in that
of the non-agricultural sector.
Given the resource endow-
ments and structural features,

~an agricultural-led growth

would ultimately lead to indus-
trialtzation in the long run, ab-
sorbing surplus labour from
agriculture.

Giving a detafled view of the
expected growth rate, the re-
searchist said, "Our population
is going up at the rate of 2.2
per cent per year. At this rate,
the population of the country
will be more than 130 million
by 2000. If this population is to
be provided with required
calories from domestic
sources, production of grains .
must go up to 25 million tons
by the end of this century.”

Given that our grain pro-
duction now amounts to 19
million tons, an increase in
output by more than six mil-
lion tons by the year 2000
would call for a growth rate
not less than 3.5 per cent per
year during the 90s. This is
substantially higher than the
growth rate of the last few
decades.

-However, this growth rate
is not an unattainable goal if all
necessary measures are
adopted by the government to
provide the peasants with
modern inputs and credit.
Measures will also have to be
taken to reduce crop damage
because of floods. droughts etc.
The policy measures suggested
are based on the assumption
that the government will en-
deavour to raise the growth
rate of foodgrain production by
more than 3.5 per cent per
armumL

- The researchist said. the
decline in agriculture’'s growth
rate and relative contribution
of agriculture to GDP are asso-
clated with a decline in rela-
tive share of agriculture to to-
tal public expenditure. At least

E)r;!ucunn of almost all non-
crops, ‘the production of
meat and inland fish, the de-
pletion of rural forestry and
has given rise to an acute
shortage of draught power
which s reported to be
threatening the process of

agriculture In many parts of
Bangladesh. These point to the

need of a more conscious pol-

icy for these sub-sectors of the
agricultural system by adopting
an integrated agricultural de-
velopment policy.

There has been a continu-
ous increase in production and
acreage of rice in Bangladesh
since independence. As a re-
sult, pulses and oilseeds have
registered negative growth in
both output and acreage. As In-
comes risc, demand will shift
from cereals to non-cereals. [t
is therefore. necessary to en-
courage crop diversification
programme through appropri-
ate price policies and tariff
structure, explained Alam.

Alam pointed out the real
income of farmers has been
declining over the years. Due
to high cost of inputs and low
price of outputs the profit
margin has come down and
the farmers have very little to
save and invest after meeting
his consumption needs, A
combined policy of input sub-
sidy and price support would
be necessary to ensure higher
income for them. This will
lead to higher production
through the adoption of tech-
nological innovation in agricul-
ture.

"Agricultural development
should be viewed in terms of
overall development of the ru-
ral community” said Jahangir
Alam. This will require an in-
tegrated development pro-
gramme including employ-
ment generation. poverty alle-

viation, reduction of the
growith rate of population,

minimisation of environmental
degradation. introduction of
mass education, provision of
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Lever Brother
relaunches
Sunsilk Shampoo

CHITTAGONG, Aug 31:
Lever Brothers Hln;fldtlh
Limited (LBBL) organized a
colourful programme to mark
the relauriching of Sunsilk and
introduction of a novel Lipton
Taka pack at a local hotel on
Saturday. says a press relcase.
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IS Sangster, Chairman and
Managi

ing Director of Lever
Brothers Bangladesh speak-
ing at a ceremony to mark
the re-launching of Sunsilk

Shampoo at Hotel Agrabad,
Chittagong recently.

With the relaunch of Sun-
silk Shampoo. the product is
brought uptodate with the in-
ternational standards in terms
of quality and presentation.
The new 100ml bottle of Sun-
silk 1s priced at Taka 33 unit,
while 3 sachet is priced at
Taka 3/-. The unique one taka
pack of Lipton Tea is designed
specifically for the rural con-
sumers aiming at popularising
tea drinking habit in the
country side.

In his inaugural speech the
Chairman and Managing Direc-
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1700 kg of
shrimp per acre

The Industries Minister
Shamsul Islam Khan said that
using locally evolved modern
method the country had pro-
duced 1700 kgs of shrimp per
acre in some selected shrimp
cultivable land. The govern-
ment intends to introduce this
process intensively in all
shrimp cultivable land, the
Minister added, reports BSS.

He said this when the Resi-
dent Representative of the
Astan Development Bank (ADB)
in Bangladesh, Geert Van Der
Linden, called on the Indus-
tries Minister, at his office
Monday.

The Industries Minister
gave a briefl' resume on the lo-
cally evolved modern method-
ology for shrimp cultvation.

They discussed matters re-
lated to ADB pru{;ﬂ in
Bangladesh specially about the
expansion of modern shrimp
cultivation in the country.

The Minister said that al-
ready 300 shrimp cultivators
showed their keen (interest
and applied for financial assis-
tance to the government to
introduce this method in
some area of their land under
shrimp cultivation.

The Industries Minister
urged the ADB representative
to extend their financial sup-
port in this regard.

The ADB resident repre-
sentative showed his interest
about the newly evolved
method and said a group of
technical experts of ADB will

Dhaka Stock Prices

At the close of trading on August 31, 1992

Star Economic Report

Transactions fall

Trading at Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) was
Monday. Both the turnovers fell. Volume lost
cent against Sunday’'s 38580. Value fell by

by on
63.13 per
32.4] per cent

from Sunday's Taka 1730417.50 to Taka | 169604 50
On . the floor. losers enjoyed their dominance.
outnumbered the gainers by 20 to 16 while nine shares

traded at previous rates.
The DSE Index

gained very tittle from Sunday's 366 4491

to 366.5 160, a Eln of 0.067 ﬁu-

%

DSE All Price Index 366 5160
Market Capitalisation (Tk) 10,479,066 .480.00
Turnover in value (Tk) 1 189504 50
Turmnover [}
Company FV/ML Previous Closing Change Change
day's 3 price. (Absolute) ™ ower

Gains (16)

M:
Beximco 10/100 14.28 14 .89 0.8) 4272
B Thai Alumintum 100/10 93.60 96 .00 .40 2.58)
Padma Textile 100/20 180.00 |184.25 428 1.362
Apex Tannery 100/6 382.97 390.00 7.08 | &36
City Bank 100/8 300.00 304.00 400 1354
G @ Ball Pen 10/80 82.00 83.00 1 .00 1.220
Monno Ceramic 100/8 271.60 274588 295 1.087
Dulamia Cotton 100/ 10 82.00 93.00 1.00 1.087
Zeal Bangla Sugar 10/50 1203 12.85 012 O9ee
Ambee Pharma 10/50 18.10 18.286 0.18 0.829
Beximco Pharma 100/5 372.00 375.00 3.00 0.807
Singer Bangladeah 100/5 81500 820.00 5.00 0614
Green Delta 100/10 140.20 141.00 0.80 0.571
Bangladesh Oxygen 10/50 55.81 56.00 0.19 0.341
National Bank 100/5 10294 103.00 0.06 0.050

Debenture
Beximco Ilﬂlil 2166.00 2170.00 4 .00 0.1886
Losses (20)

Shares:
Al Baraka 1000/1 1115.00 1000.00 11500 10314
Pubali Bank 100/5 102.00 85.00 7.00 6.863
Ctg Cement 100/5 35021 340.69 852 2719
Rahim Texttle 100/5 76.00 74.00 2.00 2.632
Eagle Star 10/50 27.00 26.50 0.50 1.852
National Oxygen 100/10 111.00 109.00 2.00 1.802
Ashral Textile 10/50 35.50 35.00 0.50 | .409
Renwick Jajneswar 100/5 88.00 87.00 1.00 1.137
Ctg Cement 100/10 92.99 92 .00 0.99 I 065
Howlader Pvc 100/10 10600 105.00 1.00 0 944
Dhaka Vegetable 100/5 123.00 122.00 1.00 0Bl3
Modern Dying 100/5 4331 43.00 0.3] 0.716
National Tubes 100/10 106.75% 106.13 0.62 0.58]
Usmania Glass 100/56 270.00 268.84 1.16 0.430
Kohinoor Chemical 100/5 87 .34 87.00 0.34 0.380
Rahman Chemical 100/10 54.10 54 .00 0.10 0.188
Quasem Drycells 10/50 1048 10.47 001 0.096
Milon B‘l:muy 100/5 2450 2448 002 0.082

w 10/50 24 .01 24 .00 0.01 0.042

with a view to accelerating
tural activities are being con- 33 per cent of the total alloca- balanced nutrition and so on tor of LBBL, 1.S Sangster said -
eco . - - » study the
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Sestor from. 18 “ un:":] sent proposals will help them forestry sub-sectors. policies will help achieving | affordability of the different Law Grder
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