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A Questionable Move by
Shopowners

It was inevitable. Given the continued state of
lawlessness and rising instances of city crime, it
was only a matter of time that some peaple would
start to form l{trlr ?thh muum groups for the
very rposes lor w tax r's money is

nr.llo maintain the : :ﬁrm of
aka Shopowners Association has decided to
form zonal fes Lo resist terrorists and extor-
tionists. It was inevitable in the sense that small

business ple, especially the retail outlet own-
nmu olhawbet-ncrpectedtumtnm—
active for long in the face of growing evidence

thlt Eocal {hn‘bmm were regularly extorti
usiness people under the th
d' the premises If not complied with.
Recently it hﬁ.‘ll reported that paying uzhrutm-
tion money to just one group was not eno Ri-
val gangs demanded money from the same sh
if business was reputed tn be ﬁmﬂ So su ul
shops were made to her ‘protection’
money than the rest Tht lm:- ence the local
thugs not paying for goods 'purchased’ became
almost a regular affair.

However, the saddest aspect of these develop-
ments was the fact that students were reported
to have been involved In such activities. The local
colleges are said to have hecome dens of crimi-
nals from where the extortionists operate. This
situation cannot be allowed to continue. We can-
not allow a few criminals to spoil the good name
of our student community whose contribution in
the last s le against autocracy the nation re-
calls with pn

While the decision of the shopowners to form
their own protection groups was inevitable. lt

must be understood that any such step is fraugh
with danger. There exists the usslb ty of anmc
very unhealthy development. Setting up protec-

tion group, however noble may be the motive,
amounts to taking the law in one's own hands.
How do the shopowners plan to deal with the
criminals? Either they will have to stop their

regular work and lake ugoguard duty or hire
musclemen to do the job instead of eliminat-
ing, the shopowners may end up sett one

group of gangsters against another. Who will pre-
vent the protection group of one area from van-
dalising another area? T the law into one's
own hand, however effective and practical it m

look in the short run, is full of numerous pltfa]]i
in the long run. Once the systermn of self-protec-
tion becomes a practice and people start to de-
pend less and less on the police, then ine
what civic life would be like. If a theft should oc-
cur in some shopping area. the owner, instead of
going to the police. would end up going to the re-
spective protection group, who would emplo
their own methods in finding the criminal,
which, we can guess, may easily turn out to be
quite ugly and barbaric.

While we sympathise with the plight of the re-
tall traders, we cannot support any move which
will further erode public confidence in our law
enforcement agencies. On the contrary we sug-
gest that the shopowners should take up mea-
sures in cooperation with the police and see how
they can help each other. The sh ers should
also establish a dialogue with the students with a
view (o isolating the criminal elements from the
majority of the students. It ts not going our sepa-
rate ways, but by working together — the police,
the shopowners and the students — that we can
solve the problems of rising crime.

Tough College
Administration

The results of this year's Secondary School
Certificate {SSC) Examinations of the four boards
are more than satisfying for the majority of the
candidates. But the point thal has been mlsamg in
this euphoric mood L?. distressing: It is
the urban schools, Ehy of the big cities and
the traditionally most favuurcd cadet colleges —
nnt the village educational institutions, that are

n}rm the best of luck. Records of some of thc

age schuuls also have shown slight improve-
m:nt but for the rest, the problem has only
deepened. If the sixty- plus percentage of the
successful candidates includes almost cent per

cent s in the cit schools, the rate of unsuc-
cessful ones has s ly gone up for the schools
in the rural areas. ln an ideal situation, about
40 per cent faillure should be considered a gross

defect of the system.
To make the matter still worse, even the suc-
cessful candidates are not vcry comfortably

placed. A reporter of a contemporary d has
taken upon himself the alnslaklnﬁ
working out the forbidding res of the admis

sion seekers without h or making it to thc
intermediate class. Of 25,000 of such no-

hopers, no less than 10,000 have to their credit
the distinction of securing first division, quite a
good number of stars included, and yet will have
no luck for admission into a government college.
Agam, the students from will be placed in
a further disadvan cnu: position, simply be-
scores, while seek-
institution. But
ter number of the
the last SSC exam
in cities will find no seats available for them in
reputed institutions.

., the pertinent ciuuMn is: if a sizeable
ber of -ludcntl with good scores find no
for them iIn colleges of their choice, or
even nowhere at all, can this education system
justify its usefulness? The answer evidently is

to be a big no'. The ction of a new

of students with fatry-tale results would not

E X

help, unless a balance is struck between the
demand and supply, between facilities of urban
and rural and above all a more rational
Alrudﬂ; th Mmtof i and
., the ssure an inconsistent
nt of talent is being felt.
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BANGILADESH REVISITED

A Confident Khaleda Governs a Nation on

NGLADESH may not
have come along but ita

T
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ll'ﬂ'm in the air.

minister, says
that "fundamentalists. India-
haters, anti-liberation ele-
ments and pro-Pakistan forces

t together to silence the
tic forces.”

A hit list of 44 people, de-
scribed as
Bangladesh™, has been report-
edly prepared by the Jamaat-

mmuniﬂhﬂtf.m_lnn

the list, was assassinated in

"the enemies of

The common man did not
patience in the face of rising prices, lessening incomes and

miracles in the economic field and he continues to show an inexhaustible
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universities are in the midst of
armed clashes and hostels are
being used both as a shelter
and as an arsenal

The common man did not
expect miracles in the eco-
nomic field and he continues
to show an inexhaustible pa
tience In the face of rising
prices, lessening incomes and

least peace
with advent of an elected
governmentl The incidence of
violence has jolied that hope.
He feels insecure.

The police. which is the
custodian of law and order, is
demoralised because ol politl
cal interference. Also, years ol
martial law administration has

made it effete. With the best of
positions in the force
m- the military
are not ey
scale even il the police ﬂm
the initiative.

The one-and-a-hall year
of Khaleda does not
that the rtance of

the armed forces has gone. No
doubt, she has transferred
sOme
'l.hnl occupied for long
he has also retired hall a

military can be a
When | discussed the sce-

naric with Khaleda. she
brushed me aside. saying "No.
no.” | eited her the example of
Zulfikar A Bhutto who. after
restoring democracy in Pak-
istan. was bundled out by the
military. She did not react. My
impression Is that she has not
applied her mind o such an

brass from key posi- -eventuality. Were she to do so.

she would find the opposition
leaders — Hasina told me so —

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

dozen of them when they
reached the age of superannua
thon. But live of her cabinet
ministers are from among the
retired lieutenant generals.
Her kitchen cabinet has a few
more. And she continues Lo
live In the cantonment In the
house where her late husband,
Ziaur Rahman, stayed as the
chief of the army atafl

True, the armed forces are
not so vistble as in Pakistan
and they would find 1t tough to
return to power because the
people in Bangladesh have the
reputation of coming into the
streets to defend a cause. They
did so recently o make the
government arrcst Golam
Azam. who had an unseemly
record before the ltberation
and who managed 1o be the
Jamaat's chiel without being a
Bangladeshi. But if democracy
does not deliver the goods, the

responding positively and dis
cussing with her the ways for

@ving an institutional shape to
democracy.

During her visit to Pakistan,
she met many retired col-
leagues of her husband. She
told me that the Pakistan lead-
ers wanted to have “special re-
lations” with Bangladesh. She
did not clabarate. However,
her loreign minisier,
Mustaflzur Rahman. said - "We
propose to have some joint
verures with Pakistan.”

On Kashmir. Khaleda ook
an equidistant position. “We
wan! India and Pakistan to
scttle the problem between
themselves.” she sald Even
when asked pointedly if she
had any particular solution in
mind she did not go beyond
saying: ‘It was for you to de-
cide.” Her foreign minister

however, said: "W both of you
were (o agree o our gnod of-
fices. | would take the first
flight out of Dhaka "

The case of "stranded Pak-
istants” or " Biharis" in
Bangladesh had become a se-
rous irritant between Dhaka
and Islamabad. Khaleda would
have found an nt op-
position i she had returned
without a solution. The
are generally satisfied over the
agreement, under which Pak-
istan will haul 3,000 families
to its area by end of De-
cember. The total number of
such families s around 40,000,
The process may take a
decade. Neither the people
nor the political parties seem
agitated over the inordinate
delay in the transfer of Diharis.

Khaleda was unrelenting on
the Bangladeshi migrants in
India. She would not admit any
infiltration across the border.
“We have no national of ours in
your country and therefore the
I::Ihn of anyone back

not arise.” sald. When
| satd the number might be
between 10 and 15 million.
she said. “"the problem is
yours.” Asked {f Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao brought up the
matter when she met him iIn
Delhi in May. she said no. Her
foreign minister went to the
exient ol saying: "They are your
volers. For whatever political
reasons you admitied them m.
you have to accept them now
as your citizens.”

Equally vehement was
Khaleda in denying Lhe
Bangladesh government's in
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vnhr:mnt in offering shelter
undﬂ'rnund
l-uder: Even when presented
with photos — Assam chief

things."
But she was shaken
and retaliated In

porous and it was quite possi
ble that "“some " migin
have crossed into

without the goverament's

knowledge

erned the distribution -l"t:t
Ganga water from 1977 to
I988 were to be revived,
Dhaka would feel satisfied. It

has not prepared any alterna-

tive proposal to sugment wa
ter. as suggested by New Delhi

this May. Khaleda still talks
about bullding reservoirs at the
upper regions of . & pro- ,
posal which India found
inadequate nearly 15 years ago.

One thing which | noticed
after my last visit two and a
half years ago is that the Indian

does not sell as well as i

to be. The transfer of Tin
Bigha has had an effect. The
people do not discuss the
transfer probably because they
had taken it for granted. Had
the agreement been not ef
lected. the anti-Indian opinion
would have been and
clear. The two countries arc
yet o settle to a firm, friendly
relationship.

NAM i1s Back to its Birthplace for Crucial Summit

Stephen Carr writes from Bandung RE NN UL N

N 1965 Dr Ahmed Su-

karno, first president of

Indonesia, made a name
for himself as a firebrand and
scourge of the Western
powers, who withdrew his
country from the United
Nations, threatened to invade
Malaysia and skirmished
militarily with the British in
North Borneo.

Ten years carlicr, in a much
more conciliatory mood he and
his Third World allies had em-
barked on a more peaceful
enterprise, the founding of the
Non-Aligned: Movement
(NAM).

The prime movers were
Asian — India Intlonesia, Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka and Burma.
Their leaders h‘l met in
1954 and invitr . representa-
tives of 29 ncwry independent
African and Asian states lo
gather withoui an agenda in
Bandung When the conference
convened in Indonesia and the
NAM was inaugurated it was
the first time Asian and African
leaders had met without the
patronage of their former
colonial rulers.

The meeting place. a fine
19th Century Dutch colonial
building on Asia-Africa Road,
has been renamed Freedom

Today Fneedum Building
houses dilp]l}'l of the 1950s
technology used to transmit

280,000 words of news

egates sat. wall photos of them
arriving on foot from the
voy Homan Hotel, a
preserved 19030s
building (today one of the
finest examples of art deco in

E

Third World luminaries of
the time, Nehru, Nasser, Chou
en-Lai, Ho Chi Minh, King
Faisal. Prince Norodom Si-
hanouk and a young Indira
Candhi, look an in large
bluck and white blow-ups. The

only one still alive and active is

Sir, Importance of Gulshan,
Banani and Baridhara model
residential towns need not be
emphasised. There is no gov-
ernment high school in such
important areas as even the
Gulshan thana. As such the
children. are to go to different
government high schools of
the Dhaka city. A large number
of students are attending dif-
ferent rnment schools far
away from their residences at
Kalachandpur, Naya Nagar.
Solmaid, Batara, Nurerchala,
Shahjadpur, Badda, Mohakhali.
For want of a government
school, there can't be an 8S8C
exam centre, as the authority
told us. The people of the lo-

of the local people, request the

authority to nationalise

For its 1992 summit the Non-
Aligned Movement is back to the
country where it was born in 1955
— Indonesia. Thirtyseven years
ago 29 countries attended. Today
than 100
members. But, with the end of

NAM has more

the C War, non-ali
needs| redefinition.”
meeti

them.

Sihanouk.

A huge map of the world
showing the locations of the
29 founding nations takes up
an entire wall. On its other
side is an ing [loor-to-
ceiling proclamation. in letters
of burnished brass. of the
Movement's ten principles of
non-alignment and peaceful
co-existence.

The Bandung meeting
caused much worldwide press
comment, hostile and encour-
aging. The Christian Science
Monitor said: "At long last the

of Asia is being deter-
in Asia and not in
Geneva or Paris, or London or

W

“Colonialism is out. Hands
off is the . Asia is free.
This is perhaps the greatest

of our cen-

But France's right wing Le
Figaro said that in Bandung
were “assembled many nations
hostile to our Eumpﬂn civili-
sation.” One Western diplomat
said: "We will turn this Asia-
Africa conference into an
alternoon tea meeting.”

The attitude of the Weslern

historic occasion

“The Bdli
will be the Movement's
most trucial yet. Gemini News
Service visits the first meeting
place and recalls the giants who

were there — Nehru,
Lai and Ho Chi Minh among

NOr- Algred Movemen! was conceved Bl Ao Asur Oorierence

n Bandung INGoness 1855 2§ netions sftended Firs! sumeni
was i Beilgrade 1967 Number of hull memDer s (eeched |04 whern

I‘nmmi

Chou en-

governments was to "wait and
walch” without making con-
gratulatory nor disappruﬂng
noises.

The rhetoric from some of
the delegates was strong.
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru of India said: "Bandung
has been the focal centre —
perhaps | might even say the
capital of Asia and Africa dur-
ing this period..."

He said Bandung stood for a
new spirit in Asia. allowing
people to have faith in each
other without regard for acci-
dents of birth. As a respected
clder statesman. Nehru took a

rominent role. India also
ted most of the £2 million
bill for the meeting.

Nehru was at pains to allay
fears that Bandung was a
ganging up of Asian and African
countries against the West
India stressed that there was
no question of forming a third
bloc, the meeting was not anti-
Western.

Nehru said the new move-
ment was made up of "nations
which object to the Hning up
for war purposcs of military
blocs. military alllances and

_“hh“ —“

the like.

"We keep away from this
and we want to throw our
weight. such as it is, in favour
ol peace.” y

Chou en-Lai caused a stir.
He reassured smaller Asian
nations and the world at large
that China had no aggressive
territorial ambitions. He in-
vited all African and Asian na-
tions to have diplomatic rela-
tions with China. The Chinese
brought a large trade and eco-
nomic delegation to Bandung.

They drafted a seven-point
plan for Asian understanding
and made an offer to the US
that they were willing to nego-

tiate over Formosa (now Tai-
wan).

This candid offer
news around the world.
Frankfurter Allegmeine Zei-
tung commented: "With a few
sentences spoken during an
interval in the Bandung Con-
ference. the Chinese Prime
Minister has changed .the
world political picture.”

Al the time there were no
US-China diplomatic links.
American airmen were being
held by China on  spying

made

chaurges.

Chou said the Chinese had
no plans to subvert neighbour
Ing governments. He had not
come to discuss ideoclogies,
rather to find common ground
with other nations.

China was not a UN mem-
ber (in those days Formosa sal
as China). but it pledged its
commitment to the UN Char-
ter. [t also settled a matter
that had bothered Indonesia
for some time: the dual na-
tionality of the two-and-a-half

ml!l:qn Chingse living in In-

¢ donésth was revoked.

The Southeast Asian Treaty
Organisation (SEATO). a de
fence pact to resist commu-
nism. now defunct, which
consisted of the US, Britain,
France, Australia, New Zea-
land. Pakistan, the Philippines
and Thailand. had met in
Bangkok three months before.

Accusations of intriguc flew
about — inevitable in a gather-
ing the size of Bandung. Pravda
said the Thais and Filipinos.
puppets of the Americans. had
been sent to wreck the con-
ference agenda.

Other rumours were that
dozens of specially trained

gru:-tli[ulea had been sent by
ukarno to spy on the dele-

gates. Generally. though, the
tone remained upbeat. Sukarmo
said the purpose of the confer-
ence was to inject a voice of
reason into world affairs be-
cause now more than ever
"society, government and
statesmanship need to be
based on the highest code of
morality and ethics.”

Greater Alfrican and Asian
representation at the Security
Council was asked for. It was
felt the body was dominated by
the US and Europe. Asian and
African countries had no part
to play in the sub-committees
that discussed disarmament
and nuclear weapons prohibi-
tion.

Strong feelings about nt-
clear weapons were voiced at
Bandung. Universal disarma-
ment and a ban on atomic
weapons was called for.

Another proposal was for a
chain of atomic testing stations
across Africa and Asia ty anal-

yse the harmful efiéects of nu-
:Iﬂr testing,

.ﬂ started with no

produced a 5,000-

word dtclnutbn. One call was
for France to divest itselfl of its
remaining colonies, Algeria,
Moroeco and Tunisia; for Bri-
lain to leave Aden; the Dutch
to accede to Indonesfa’s claims
over West New Gunea; and for
israel to give back Palestinian
land.

Other resolutions urged a
special UN fund for economic -

velopment, the establish-

ent of an Interniational :
mic Energy Agency. the
sctting up of regional banks,
more international bank funds
for Asia and Africa.

Specific economic prob-
lems were addressed, such as
the need to reduce high ship-
ping freight rates between
members and enlarging the
scope of multilateral trade
payments. Establishment of an
International Finance Corpora-
tion was urged to encourage
investment and t ventures
between Asian and African
munt.rlﬂ

The 29 agreed to lppnlnl:
liaison officers to e
formation and ideas of l-I'll.lll
importance. It was thought. for
instance, that if information
was exchanged on tax and
remittance of profits, it might
lead to a common fiscal policy.
Burma suggested a plan for
overall economic m—opunl:lun.

Some  plans to
fruition, others did not. Eut a
clear signal had been sent to

 the older established countries

that 29 new nations, soon to
be joined by many others. had
decided that they wanted a say
in how the world was run.

No longer content to have
decisions made on their behalf
by distant powers, the Asian
and African leaders assembled
at Bandung brou a sea
change in global whose
effects are being felt to this

STEPHEN CARR has re-
ported, broadcast and edited

in Thailand, Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore and Australia, and is

now Gemini Cﬂiﬁm in
Indone sia.

Gulshan Model High School

which is cen
ing all the facilities for a gov-
ernment high school and for
an SSC centre from the secu-
rity point of view.

Raja Ram Paul Chowdhury
Gulshan Ave, Dhaka

NGOs activities :
Govt approval

Str. "Government views the
NGO activity as an useful con-
tribution to the national devel-
opment and welcomes it in
sectors where Governmen! ac-
tivities are not adequate. Well
co-ordinated NGO activities
could supplement and com-
plement Government's devel-
opment programme quite
meaningfully”, says the "Guide
to NGOs in Bangladesh. NGO
Aflairs Bureau”, June 16, 1990,

The NGO Affairs Bureau has
been established, with a new

rocedure, to help promote
neficial activities. Although
the guide is meant to facilitate
both the NGOs and the Bureau
in their venture to promote

providing a better life to the
people of Bangladesh, yet de-
fective and over-lapping activi-
ties by the NGOs Affairs Bureau
itself have been posing serious
problems and misunderstand-

ing, suspicion and doubts about
NGOs activities.

We would like to mention
about the Government approval
procedure, duplication of ef-
forts and its consequences:

NGOs are required to apply
to the Director General, NGO
Affairs Bureau, Government of

esh in FD From in nine
coples for approval of their
foreign donations project along
with three copies of FD-2 for
the release of fund. The Bureau
is to communicate decision on
the proposed project within
60 days recetving a properly
filled in project proposal but
time-frame may often exceeds
many days/months, even if
properly filled. Also pre-coun-
selling, explanations, assis-
tance and adm by the NGOs
Affairs Bureau in preparing and
undertaking projects, but not

various forms are available, yet
conditions set for subsequent
fund release is cumbrous and
time-taking.

Here project approval for a
certain amount does not mean
fund approval for which FD-2
form be [illed in triplicate for
recefving foreign assistance for
the first year to implement an
approved project. Fund relecase

be given by the Bureau for
the first installment within

seven days of receiving the ap- -

lication. But several NGOs

ve been construing that ap-

roved project means also
Fnd approval and NGOs con-
sider this efforts as duplication
of works.

Intense in their efforts,
NGOs quickly go down to
works in their field of activi-
ties after project approval.

Application for receiving
subsequent instalment of for-
eign assistance for an lppmwd

project are uired

made in FD-3 in t
cate. ﬂlmu'hn!lwbcml

ing progress of the project.
And ascertaining NGOs
progress depends upon! -
(1) Submitting audit report
(completed) within two
months after completion of the
financial year by the auditor
listed by NGO Affairs Bureau.
(2) Publication of Annual Re-
port of NGOs activities within
three months of the comple-
tion of the financial year and
submitting copies to NGOs Afl-
fairs Bureau. (3) Auditors issu-
ing a certificate in FD-4 form
along with the audit report,
Ascertaining the progress,
with all the above documents,
the release of fund for second
instalment is to be given.
What happens when an
NGO, say completing first year
December, wants to submit
| these documents for release
of fund, when it naturally gets
three months (March thru’
next for getting fund re-
hnur:f-ﬂmﬂt in?t-lmnu?
Should the NGO's activities
be stopped, only for release of

— T —
their common objective of funding. in line with Govern- within 14 days of receipt ol fund, during these three
situated hav- ment policy and in filling up the application after ascertain- months a allowed by Bu-

reau, when the said project
has been approved for three

years period?
The crux of NGOs fund re-
ceipt without Government

permission has arisen against
several NGOs on above working
methods when the Bureau ft-
self has made it fble for
release of fund, e sub-
sequent fund, and beating
drums against NGOs for using
fund without Government
permission for no faults of
their own activities.

Will the Government
away such duplication L]
and over-lapping activities?
Why not nd on audit re-
port, and of the
project with foreign fund
amount should not be con-
strued to have been done so
for that approved amount as
well? Why not gramt the
matching amount for the NGOs
that have fund for the
poor to reach benefits for

them?
Vox Populi



