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80 pc poor in city

walk to jobs

By Rahat Fahmida

Nearly 80 per cent ol
commulters in Dhaka to
their places of work as they
can not afford transport farcs,

o & recemt survey

mdurﬁbyﬁcmhui'hm

Studies (CUS).

The survey that covered
Bangladesh's four major cities
— Dhaka. Chittagong. Rajshahi
and Khulna. revealed that be-
tween 66 and 94 percent ol
urban poor travel on foot to
reach their jobs.

In Dhaka. a city of 70 lakh
people, only 20 per cent ol

r commulers usc somc
mdn of transport, mainly
buses and tempoes. the survey
said. It t1s 6 per cent in Chit-
tagong. 5 per cent in Khulna
and 15 per cent in Rajshahi.

“Wnlﬁng is predominant
mode of transport for the ur-
ban poor, followed by bus and
rickshaw rides.” said Prof
Nazrul Islam. director of CUS,
a Dhaka University-based re-
search centre

Speaking to The Daily Star
about the study conducted re-
cently. lslam said this week:
"The urban poor. after meeting
most essential expenditures.
are left with little money o
pay for transport lares,’

According to the study poor
city residents spend 50 per
cent of their meagre income —
estimated between 700 and
1,200 takas a month — on food
alone. The remaining hall is
spent on house rent, clothings
water, fuel. light and other
casentials

For the urban poor. who
make up more than 70 per

cent of the metropolitan popu
lation. bus offers the cheapest
mode of transportation.

Meanwhile, the study found
number ol

28 per cent of workforce in
the sector is filled by
the urban poor, 23 per cent of
them being rickshaw pullers.
their number estimated be-
tweenn 1.5 lakh to 3 lakh.
Others work as drivers of cars,
taxis, trucks. buses, auto-rick-
shaws and push cans.

This category of people —
defined as urban poor along
with garments workers, store-
keepers. hawkers. class four
employees and maids and

pavement dwellers — make up
more than 5 per cent of heads

of houscholds in Dhaka. The
number of people involved in
the rickshaw sector is esti-
mated at 95.000 in Chittagong.
24.000 in Khulna and 10,000
in Rajshahi.

The modes of transport in
Chittagong. Khulna and Ra-

jshahi are more or less similar |

to those in Dhaka — rickshaws.
buses, (trucks. pick-ups,
minibuses, auto-rickshaws,
auto-tempoes and push carts.

Islam said the number of
powered vehicles has been
growing steadily in the country
since independence. the an-
nual growth rate of buses esti-
mated at 6.5 per cent, trucks
6.3 percent and auto-rick-
shaws 5.4 per cent. The pat-
tern of ownership is mixed.
the privately-owned transports
outnumbering the public sec-
tor vehicles. Majority of the
vehicles are run by hired
workers, while a small number
of cars. auto-rickshaws and
minibuses are owned by the
drivers themselves.

‘Menon off to London

From Page | Col 7

unidentified assailants in front
of his party office at Topkhana

. Menon was scheduled to be
flown by a Biman flight at 3:45
this morning.to London for ad-
vanced treatment of the lacer-
ated wounds in his liver at the
King's College Hospital.

He is scheduled to reach
Heathrow Airport at 5:30 pm

His wife Lutfunnessa Beauty.
brother Shahidullah Khan
Badal. sister-tn-law Dr Nafla
Khan and Colonel Zafrullah, a
CMH surgeon, were to have
accompanied him on the trip

in the message addressed
to the nation prior to his de-
parture, Menon called upon
the people to defeat terrorist
activities unitedly at any cost.

"1 shall have no sorrow even
if 1t #s achieved at the cost of
my life.” he declared.

Rendering his heartfelt
gratitude to those who had
transferred him to the CMH
and to those who donated
blood and the others who
wanted to do so. Menon said:
“*Your blood runs through my
entire body. | am grateful to all
who have and wanted to do-
nate blood for me”.

1 am one of rs. you
bound me with the bonds
blood.” he sald. adding “your
blessings. prayers and pro-
found love saved me from cer-
tain death and restored me to

my wﬁmt state.”
Workers Party leader,

before the nation its

The wounded parliament
member weht on o express
his profound thanks to the po-
ltical parties and different so-
ctal forces irrespective of party
affilations for unitedly rising
Lo proiest terrorism ever since
the attempt on him.

He said that although he
had to go abroad for a while for
medical treatment "My heart
will remain et home with ®
scek blessings from you all.”

According to the latest
medical bulletin, Menon's
condition continued to im-
prove over the last 13 days.

His kidney function was
stated 0 be ‘normal’ while the
liver showed steady tmprove-
ment Iin s functioning.
However, the bulletin :
“At present Menon has some

of chest injuries”.
hf:lk:un was Issued

after his condition was re:
viewed by the Chiefl Physician
Major General Anis Walz and
Chief Surgeon Major General
MA Mohaimen along with

Mecnon was admitted to the
CMH in a state of "hypovolamic
shock’ due to profuse loss of
blood. According to the attend-
ing physicians, he also had
prolapsed lung tissue due to
traumatic rupture in the right
dome of the diaphragm.

After a four-hour surgical
operation his liver was re-
paired, wounds debrided and
shock corrected the very night
he was admitted to the CMH,
the said.

then he remained at
the ICU and his condition
continued to (improve.
However, the physicians
added. at one stage Menon de-
veloped jaundice which was
subsequently brought under
control.

On hearing the news of his
departure for treatment
abroad, a large number of rela-
tives, friends. political leaders
and workers, and pegple from
various walks of life thronged
the CMH to pay Menon a visit.

The Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and the Awami
League Chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina also visited him
in the hospital.

A group of Workers Party
leaders including Party
President Amal Sen, acting GS
Akbar Haider Khan Rono.
Bimal Biswas, Tipu Biswas,
Fazle Hossain Badshah, Saiful
[:'mvhﬂﬂl Menon at the hos-

Nirmul Committee Conve-
nor Jahanara Imam, former
Prime Minister Kazi Zafar

Ahmed and Five-Party alliance

leaders
at the

and Communist Party
also visited Menon

hospital.

Sarbahara Party
denies hands in
attempt on Menon

By Staff Correspondent

The so called Bangladesh
Sarbahara Party In a statement
yesterday refuted reports sug-
gesting its involvement in the

attempt on Rashed Khan
Menon.

"We do not pursue the poli-
tes of terrorism”, the state-
ment sald reminding of the
party’'s 1983 decision to quit
“arms politics”.

The statement signed by
party general secretary MH
Nayeem dropped at The Daily
Star office said that
“the state machinery and the
reactionary forces” had been
resorting to activities that
threatened the security of the
party leaders and workers ever
since the party tried to do

African states
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Movement had ceased to exist
after the breakaway of several

of its republics. leaving only
the rump Serbia and Montene-

"Serbia and Montenegro. no
matter how disguised. is an
aggressor and is abetting the
mosl serious Serbian atrocities
committed against the Bosnian
Musliims and Catholics in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” he said.

Yugoslavia. which hosted

first summit in 1961, ex-
pressed confidence it would
retain fts membership.

"Everybody has the right to
propose cverything. but it is
the decision of the movement
(which we will abide by]". se-
nior Yugoslav diplomat Menad
Zirojevic said.

Another Yugoslav delegate
said : "] am optimistic. it is
impossible to get the consen
sus to throw us put.”

His optimism appeared
based on opposition by several
African countries led by Benin
to what would be the first ex-
pulsion from a movement that
prides itself on consensus.

Tanzanian delegates to the
ministerial meeting said cur-
rent international negotiations
were aimed at secking peace
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and not
sanctions or the expulsion of
Yugoslavia from world bodics.

Other countries also believe
that expulsion would set an

unhealthy precedent.

Polytechnic student
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Shahabuddin was a prospective
VP candidate for the next stu-
‘dent unfon polls in the Inst-
tute while another faction of
JCD wanted Mahmudur Rah-
man for the post.

-y

IR s s e
Shahabuddin. -—— Star photo

* Following this dispule, ac-
tivists of the two factions mel
city JCD President Abul Khayer
Bhuyan Friday night but the
meeting was fruitless, the
source said.

Shahabuddin came back to
the hostel late Friday night and
instead of staying in His own
| Room No-209, stays in
Rauf's room, said the source.

Police said that' Rauf, the
lone witness to the murder,

-

other attending physicians. "open politics”. lodged a case with Tejgaon po-
— ey e
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up four persons including the
autorickshaw driver and put
them in custody flor question-
ing. said police.

Sha was the eldest
of six children of Abdul Majid.
His body was sent to his village
at Sripur under Gazipur Dis-
trict yesterday afternoon.

Workers in Jakarta yesterday giving final touch to the conference hall for Non-Aligiied
Summit due to open there Sept 1.

the Non-Aligned Movement's ~
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| rghts and environment.

| The situation in Bosina-
HHerzegovina, Croatia and
Slovenia and the brutal atroct-
tics perpetunated by the Serb
militta on the Muslims ol
Bosnia-Herzegovina are also

. expected to feature in the de-

| Mberations of the summit.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will lead
Bangladesh delegation to the
six-day summit ol the NAM
leaders. She is scheduled to
lcave Dhaka for the Indonesian

. capital on August 31.
The delegation would in-
clude Foreign Minister ASM
' Mostafizur Rahman, State
Minister for Forest and
. Environment Gayeshar Chan-
dra Ray, Farida Hasan MP.
Forcign Secretary HReaz
Rahman, Samiran Dewan.
| Chairman Khagrachhari Hill
. District and Omar Sirajul
. Hasan. who topped the com-
| bined merit list in this years
SSC examination under Dhaka
education board.

The Prime Minister is ex-

' pected to deltver her formal
speech on the opening day as
| the second speaker.

. She is also likely to have bi-
lateral meetings with the lead-
» ers of some friendly countries.
| Bangladesh will play a sig-
| nificant role in formulating
' new guidelines for developing
. multipolar economic coopera-
| tion against the bachdrop of
| the unipolar world. Foreign
Ministry sources said.

Dhaka became a member of
the NAM in 1973. Since then
it is playing an active role in
varfous activities of the move-
ment.

— AFP photo

NAM leaders

Bangladesh thinks NAM
should play a more eflective
and assertive role in the united
system with a view Lo protecl-
ing the sovereignty. political
independence and economic
freedom of the developing
countries,

The Bangladesh delegation
is likely to support the pro-
posal for writing off the debts
of the Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDCs) converting those
into grants

Bangladesh may also lake
the following position on eco-
nomic issucs - The debts of the
middle-income group coun-
tries may be rescheduled or
their terms eased. “better-ofl’
developing countries may ex-
tend technical assistance to

rer countries under the
overall financing scheme of the
developed countrics lThe Paris
club may apply the procedures
and criteria of the Toronto
terms to LDCs secking relief to

their official debts, the devel- |

oped countries should increase
their ODA (Official Develop-
menl Assistance) to LDCs to
0.20 per cent of GNP by the
year 2000. may stress for
further strengthening eco-
nomic and technical coopera-
tion between LDCs and other
developing countries.

According to the provisional
agenda of the summit. the
NAM leaders will review the
current international political
situation. the role of the Non-
Aligned Movement, strength-
ening of the United Nations,
assess the world economic sit-
uation and strengthening of
sotith-south cooperation.

(Related Story on Page 5)

The Expansion ol the Inte-
grated Non-formal Education
Programme s [acing shortage
of funds amounting to about
Taka 14.70 crore, according to
an Education Ministry source.

Negotfations with the
Swedish donor agency, SIDA,
arc going on to meet the
shortage of funds for the pro-

, the sources added.

Earlier, the department
wrote a letter to the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) of the

overnment to arrange the
unds from interested donors.

The non-formal education
programme was started in July
199] with a budget of about
Taka 44.6 crore of which 66
per cent was allocated by
UNICEF.

The government took the
inftiative with a view to educat-
ing the masses through this

mme which will end in
June 1994,

The programme includes
pre-primary, non-lormal pri
mary, non-formal adolesceni
and non-formal adult educa-
Lion.

Sources said that the estab-
lishment work for the adult
education pro me had al-
ready begun in 43 thanas of 38
% districts from May '92. It

Non-formal edn plan
faces fund crisis

By Masud Arif

would be extended to another
26 thanas, the sources said.

Under the integrated edu-
cation programme, ten li-
braries in every 69 thanas
would also be set up, the
sources said.

Curriculum development
and preparatory work on the
pre-primary, non-formal pri-
mary and non-formal adoles-
cent programmes are also be-
ing undertaken.

536 more
arrested
Police arrested 536 ns
on different charges from dif-

ferent parts of the country
yesterday , a press release is-
sued by the police headquar-
ters said in Dhaka last night,
reports BSS,

Dhaka to join
IPU confce

Bangladesh will participate
in the B8th conference ol the
Inter Parllamentary Union to
be held in Sweden September
7-12. Speaker Shatkh Razzak
All is due to leave for
Stockholm on September 6
leading a four-member parlia-
mentary delegation to the con-
ference, reports UNB.

| Textile owners
seek firm

instructions
to banks
By Staff Correspondent

said that instructions
by the government to the
banks were essential for the
rehabilitation of the industries
facing problems. The instruc-
tions should also contain pack-
ages of measures. they added.

The President of the
Bangladesh sed Textile
Mills and Powerloom Indus-
tries Assoclation, Quazi
Salimuddin in a statement said
that unless the measures were
taken. the new initiative of the
banks to rehabilitate the indus-
tries would go in vain.

The Association said that in
the t situation a well-
thought
tation

sick industry rehabfli-
It said

was most needed.

that the policy
should be binding to all those
responsible for its implemen-
tatéon.

It further suggested that
the government immediately
adopt the recommendations of
the Sick Industries Revival and
Rehabilitation Cell and imple-
ment them.

' Hijacked Ethiopian
plane lands

at Cairo

CAIRO. Aug 29 A hijacked
Ethiopian airliner landed at
Cairo Airport today. airport
sources sadd, re Reuter.

The sources said the plane
landed safely on a remote run-
way which police and technical
stall had scaled off.

The Ethioptan airliner Boe-
| ing 720. with three Ethioptan
hijackers aboard, had come
from Aden in Yemen, where il
spent several hours on the
lermac.

iIn Aden the hijackers
asked to speak to the UN rep-
resentative and the British
Consul in the city but #t was
not clear what they wanted
from them.

The plane was hijacked on a
regular flight from Addis Ababa
to the Yemeni capital Sanaa via
Djibouti. where most of the 66
passengers disembarked.
diplomatic +sources in Adcn
el

{ CID records

Menon's

statement

By Staff Correspondent

Criminal Investigation De-

t (CID) police Saturday

took a statement frem Workers

Party (WP) leader Rashed Khan

Menon at the Combined Mili-

tary Hospital (CMH). according
to police source.

When the Detective Branch
(DB) police failed to make a
significant headway in the in-
vestigation. The CID was en-
trusted to look into the case ol
the attempt on WP leader on

August 24. But they are yet to
nab the assaflants.

Italy to buy
leather goods

Italy would like to buy vart-
ous types of leather products
including ladies'bag, belt, wal-
let and watch strap from
Bangladesh under buy-back ar-
rangement. reports BSS.

The leader of the visiting
cight-member [talian private
scctor delegation, Carted
Mauro. said this when he along
with the other members of the
team called on Industries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan
at his office chamber in Dhaka
yesterday.

Mauro said they were inter-
ested to buy leather products
from Bangladesh as the quality
of the country's leather was
very high. He sald the mem-
bers of his delegation were
also eager to establish direct
contact with the Bangladeshi
counterparts in the leather
seclor.

Mauro indicate that if nec-
essary they would also supply
machinery consultancy ser-
vices and technical know-how
to ensure the quality and stan-
dard of ucts. |

The Industries Minister in-
formed the Italian delegation
that the government had taken
an claborate programme (o de-
velop the country’s leather
sector and also to boost the
export of leather products.

Welecoming the delegation
members, Khan assured all co-
operation and assistance to
them for an effective collabo-
ration with their Bangladeshi
counterparts.

Additional Secretary of the
Ministry of Industries Afzalur
Rahman and Chairman of
BSCIC Maniruzzaman Chowd-
hury and concerned officials
were present.

Earlier, the members of the
delegation held a meeting with
the members of Bangladesh
Tanners Assoclation at its ol-
fice and exchanged views with
them about the possibility of
setting up joint ventures. They
also visited two finished
| leather factories.
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troops
31, and to exchange wounded and bodies of those who

L
have

been killed. it said. Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze
scnt troops into Abkhazia carlier this month after the regional

parliament
Reuter

effectively

declared

independence, reports

Fresh fighting in Sarajevo

SARAJEVO, 9. Bosnia's warring factions accused each

other of initiating
London

_ vy fAghting today in the aftermath of the
peace conference on Yugoslavia. The leader of the re-

public’'s rebel Serbs. Radovan Karadzic, aceused Mushim

forces of unleashing a “crazed onslau
of the former Yugoslav republic. But

t” in Sarajevo, capital
Be lgrade -based news

agency Tanjug sald most of the city was quiet and Western
journalists in the centre heard only occasional mortar explo-
sions and gunfire. reports Reuter

Afghan camps closed
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the government's.

In a telephone interview
with the Assoclated Press from
his headquarters south of the
city. the firebrand rebel chief
said he demanded the expul-
sion of a flerce Uzbek-domi-
nated militla from Kabul

The government has said
the militia has been absorbed
into the regular army.

Hekmatyar also demanded
elections within two months,
something the government
says is not possible. Hekmatyar
also asked for an Islamic wrmy
to provide security for the
capital. The government said
the army already exists and is
busy battling his Hezb-¢-Islami
forces.

With the ccase-fire less
than a few hours old and al-

ready the su of flerce dis-
agreement, few people ex-
it would last.

“When Hekmatyar and his
forces have been killed or
driven away we can have a pic-
nic to celebrate the cease-
fire.” sald Gen Abdul Momen. a

leader of the militia Hekmatyar

reviles,

The militia, which once
backed the Communist gov-

Benazir invites
SAARC opposition
leaders

KARACHI! (Pakistan) Aug
29. Former Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto has
invited opposition leaders
from South Asian countries to
a meeting in Karachi on
September 8, officials of her
People's Party (PPP) said to-
day. reports Reuter.

Invitations have been sent
to opposition leaders in the
scven-nation South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC) for a debale
on the role of opposition in
Asian societies, one PPP offi-
cial said.

"Some of them have ac-
cepted the invitation while the
acceptance of others is being
awaited,” Sind province PPP
Information Secretary Zia Is-
pahani said. The details of the
conference will be announced
on Monday.

The invitees include former
indian Prime Minister VP
Singh and Bangladeshi opposi-
tion leader Sheikh Hasina. he

said.
Road block
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Nilkhet Tuesday immediately
after a clash between students
and shop-keepers.

The agitated students
brought out processions and
held a protest rally near the
college yesterday afternoon.
They also exploded several
crackers and pelted stones at
the police during the demon-
stration.

In the morning, a group of
students also damaged two
cars near the Ideal College at
Central Road, witnesses said.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
people living inside the
Bakushah Market and its adja-
cent areas left their houses in
the fear that the students
might set fire to the market.

However BDR as well as
heavy contingent rolln: led by
h officials including eight
Officers-in-Charge (OC) of
eight police stations of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (South)
have been posted in the areas
to prevent any untoward inci-

dents.
WB lifts
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The suspension was lifted
last week. sources in the Eco-
nomic Relations Division said.

The on-going reforms being
implemented in the banking
and financial sectors were
agreed upon under the 175
million US dollar Financial
Sector Credit approved In
1990.

The credit is due to be dis-
bursed in three instalments
subject to implementation of
the reform package. First in-
stalment of 50 milllon dollar
was disbursed in late 1990

ernment, traded allegiance
carlier this year and joined the
rebel resistance that jed to
April's collapse of the Commu-
nist government.

But He refused to

accept them as allies and
threatened to des Kabul

unless they lefL this
month he tried to make
his threat with an all-out
sive that has left at least 1,800

people dead. thousands more

injured and as many as
500,000 rcfugees in their own
country

Mecanwhile. the remaining
50 Russian diplomats and their
families left the besieged capi-
tal ecarly Saturday aboard an
Afghan military transport
plane. Fareed said.

e plane headed toward
the northern city of Magar-e-
Sharil. From there, a Russian
transport plane was expected
to' ferry them home to
Moscow.

A day earller two liyushing-
76 military transport planes
escaped a bombardment of
Kabul airport and ferried 120
Russianh embassy staffers, their
spouses and children out of

the city.

GCO march
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Addressing the rally, the
left lcaning student leaders ac-
cused the governmen! ol
mounting repression on pro-
gresstve forces to back the

anl - liberation eclements.
The GCO leaders warned

that {f the Home Minister was
not replaced. the student
community would seeck their
own ways to replace what they
said the ineflicient minister
who totally had failed to re-
store law and order in the
country. including the cam-

puses.

Earlier, leaders and work-
ers of the GCO brought out the
procession from Dhaka
University campus chanti
slogans against terrorists lﬁ
the government.

A pleasant
surprise
for Omar

Omar Serajul Hasan who
topped the merit list of the
SSC examinations of the four
boards this year. will wvisit
Jakarta as an entourage mem-
bers of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to the forthcoming
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
summit, reports BSS.

The inclusion of Hasan's
name as an ento member

- of NAM summit with the

Prime Minister has come as a
pleasant surprise for him.
Expressing his feelings about
the visit to Indonesia with
Prime Minister Begum Zia,
Hasan said, "it will give me a
rare opportunity and | feel
deeply encouraged for the
kind gesture of the Prime
Minister.”

He further said that the in-
clusion of his name as an en-
tourage member of the Prime
Minister, will encourage him
for still better results in future.

Son of Dr KM Serajul Islam

and a student of St Joseph
High School, Hasan also ex-

pressed his gratitude to the
Prime -Minister for the affec-
tion shown to him. He ap-
peared at he SSC examinations
of 1992 from Science group
under Dhaka Board.

Khaleda Hasina
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was thankful to the Prime Min-
ister for visiting him twice and
her presence at the time of his

tion.
oI"“h';l.lllitii‘ﬂ adds: Leader of the

ition Sheikh Hasina also
visited Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon at the
Combined Military Hospital
yesterday afternoon.

She stayed there for some
time. talked to the wounded
MP and enquired about his
condition. Party leader Abdul
Jalil accompanied her.

Farlier, Hasina returned to
the capital yesterday noon

ending a week-long organisa-
ttonal tour of GTM Farid-
pur and Rajbari



