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MMMM
win in Ma-o-Moni

Sports Reporter
Feni DSA and Munshigan)
DSA won their respeciive
Oroup B matches of the eight-
team final round of the Ma-o-
Moni Oald Cup national under
14 football championshi
the Dhaka Stadtum yeste

Feni edged past Satkhira |

PSA 10 in the day's first |

match

Empi scored the winner in
the 78th minute

Feni. who had lost to Natore
in thetr first match. now have
o ts from two matches.

Feni will play Munshiganj in
thetr last group league match
tomorrow

Dipti of Feni was cautioned |

with the yellow card
Munshigan] beat Natore by

two wf-h to nil in the other
of the day

Rabbani of Natore
Zakir Hossain of Munshi-
were sent off referee |
t Alf in the 58th minute
for behaviour
~ Two up-A matches will
Be held today. Tangail will take
on Sylhet in the first match at
6 pm while Jhenidah will clash
with Gaibandha at 8 pm.
Tangail. who have won both
thetr fup matches — against
h and Gaitbandha — are
already through to the semifi-
nals.

On the other hand both
Sylhet and Jhenidah, who have
two points each from victories
gver Gatbandha, have a chance

@l reaching the semis if they !

win today. In that case the

semi finalists would be deter-
mined on a better goal differ-
ence.

Div 11l soccer

Sports Reporter

Both malches of the Progati
Insurance Third Division foot
ball league ended in draws at
the outer stadium yvesicrday.

In the day's .first match,
Koddamtala Sangs<ad shared
peints with Dilkusha Sporting

. former

| Jubilant BTMC boys after winning the team event of the 17th national table tennis at

|
|
|
|

gymnasium yesterday. From left: Emdad Amir Khan Shaon, Mahid, Md Mahabub and

Manas Chowdhury.

— Star photo

‘Biman men retain title while

BTMC boys upset Ansars

Bangladesh Bi-
man retained the
men's team title
while Bangladesh
o Textile Mills Co-
rporation (BTMC)
partially made up for the
disappointment in the senior
disciplines by clinching the
boys' team championship in
the Danish 17th national
table tennis championship
yesterday at the National
Sports Council um.
With the women's team title
well and truly gone out of their
hands, the Ansars eves robbing
them of that only day before
yesterday, Biman players and
supporters must have consid-
history a nightmare when
national champion

3

* Nasimul Hassan Kochi lost to

Chub, the encounter ending in |

d1-]1 draw.
Shariful Islam scored for
Kadamtala while Mahabubur

Happy of Ansars in a ding dong
aflair. 16-21,17-21.

Rochi, the reigning singles
champion, then brought the
champions on even keel by
beating Munna ol Ansars 21-
15, 21-17.

The Biman doubles r of
Kochi and Sadi lost the first

Rahman equalised for Dilkusha |_set to the Ansars duo of

Sporting.

The other mnl.rh of the day
between Matuail Juba Sangha
and East End Boys Club also
ended in a 1-1 stalemate.

| Alam put Matuail in |

& lead in the 34th minute |
fle Akhter Hossain restored |

parity for East End Boys in the
50th minute.
Mizanur Rahman of Matuail

and Ziaul Huq of East End Boys
invited the yellow cards for

rough play
BU meeting

Sports Reporter
An emergency meeting of

the executive committee ol
Brothers Union will be held on
September | at 7:30 pm at the
club premises, says a press re-
lease

Members have been asked
o attend.

Abahani booters
off to Assam

Sports Reporter

Defending First Division
feotball league champions Aba-
hani Krira Chakra led by man-
ager Golam Rabbani Helal left
Dhaka for Calcutta yesterday to
take part in two invitational
tournaments in Assam.

However, the reportedly
highest paid player of the
country Star defender Md
Monem Munna did not accom-
pany the Elrn allegedly due to
the non- his fees by
the club h-l BECARON

Abahani will first participate
in the Lokpriya Bordolof
memorial tournament in Now-

gong in Assam. The meet got

‘hrnynnﬂmrld-yhﬂ.

Abahani, who have been
placed directly in the pre-

z: rierfinals, will play their
match on September |

“tﬂ.wl.luud

After the Bordolol meet
Abahani will take part in the
Indian Independence Day

to be held in Guahat

ourncy
from September 11 to 17.

il

A 22-member Ab-.hnm football nqund left for Indm yutardav to take part in twn Inwtatmnnl tnurnayn in Aﬂum

- Markun Y

Sports Reporter

Munna and Mostafa 15-21 but
ralied back gamely to level the
score, taking the second set at
21-12. In an exciting third set
the rejuvenated Biman pair
overcame their tough oppo-
nents narrowly at 22-20.

Defending men's singles
champion Rochi was in no
mood for nonsense as he regis-
tered a rather comfy 21-17
and 21-13 victory over Happy
in the reverse singles to seal
the fate of the men's team final
at 3-1.

The loss suffered by the
Ansars senfors secemingly did
not do any good to the boys'
spirits as they lost a teetering
final against 2-3. in the
most exciting engagement of
the day.

For BTMC. the otherwise
unrewarding campaign in this
year's national competition was
redeemed to some extent
when Mahboob. the defending
schools chamj ' n. Lc.' Hamlet
of Ansars 21-1 " 21 15

Mahboob then paired with
Shaon to beat Rubel and Selim
of Ansars 21-15-25-23. in the
doubles.

Earlier., defending boys’

champion Manas Chowdhury of

BT™C lost to Rubel of Ansars
21-9, 14-21 and 15-2]

The cup of woe for the de-
fending individual champion

was full to the brim when |

Hamlet of Ansars restored
parity at the cost of Manas in
the reverse singles at 21-16,
21-13.

In the deciding fifth and - |
nal encounter Shaon of BTMC |

scored a straight 21-19, 21-18
win over Selim Reza of Ansars

to give his side the only title of |

this year's competition.

WOMEN'S SINGLES

In the women's singles,
Zobera Rahman Linu of Biman
and It of Gafbandha advanced
to the final of Group A Noor
e-Sheba Bachchi of Ansars and
Tania Tarmeen Rinu of the

same team reached the final of |

Group B. In Group ¢ Shamima
Tarmeen of Ansars and Nila of
Gafbandha made it to the final
while

in Group D.

The quarterfinals will be
held today. |

FIFA to arrange another meeting
in a bid to resolve Maradona case

they could lose the |

GENEVA, Aug 29:
FIFA plans to
organise a further
meeting between
Italian and Span-

ish soccer offi-
cials to try to settle the row
over the future of Argentine
forward Diego Maradona. a
spokesman said Saturday.
reports AP.

Guido Tognoni said the
[tallan federation had asked
FIFA gencral-secretary Joseph
Blatter to host the talks. He
said the meeting would take
place next week. though no
date had yet been fixed.

FIFA has been trying to me-
diate in the dispute between
italy’'s Napoli. which has
Maradona under contract until
June 1993, and Spain's Seville.
which is interested in buying
him.

"Our philosophy is that we
are here to :{p people.”
Tognoni said in a telephone in-

s

Markun OK Sports
soccer champion

Sports Reporter
Markun Favourite Sports
Club clinched the first OK
Sports Cup football title by
beating Liton Smriti Sangsad
4-2 in the tie-breaker, says a
press release.

Both teams were locked 3-3
after the regulation time in N
nal played last Friday in Tongl.

Masum, Solaiman and
Prince scored for the winners
while Masud. Hasan and Milon
were the scorers for the van-
quished.

Milon” of Liton Smriti San-
gsad was adjudged the player
of the tournament.

Eight teams participated in
the meet organised by Tongl
Xl.

terview from his home in
Zurich, "We do not want to be
formal. If we can help infor-
mally, then ft's much batter.”
FIFA has given the two clubs
until Sept 3 to settle the dis-
pute. Tognoni said {f there was
no agreement by then. the

matter would go before FIFA's
Player's Status Committee,
originally set up to rule on the
amateur or professional status

of players.

DIEGO MARADONA

FIFA does not have the au-
thority to force Napoli to free
Maradona because of his con-
tract. If the case does go as far
as Lhe Player's Status Commit-
tee, it 1s more likely that FIFA
will seek to fix a sum high
enough to compensate Napoli
for re Maradona.

Maradona, who on June 30
completed a 15-month sus-
pension for testing positive for
cocaine following an Itallan
League match, has refused to
return to Napoli under cir-
cumslance '-ﬂuru:i sald h:rwwnuld

rather retive.

transfer,
1986 World Cup hero and
without compensation. Regard
less. Maradona would be eligl-
ble for transfer when his con-
lract expires next year.

Napoli have publicly in-
sisted that M.a.rncﬂana honour
his contract and return for the
1992-93 [talian season. which |
begins Sept 6. However, the |
club is reported to be willing |
to a transfer for dirs 8 million. |

Tognoni said instances of |
FIFA having to rule on contract
disputes like that of Maradona |
were very rare,

“The case is very extraordi-
nary because Maradona is in-
volved and more money than |
normal is involved.” he said.

Maradona, the Argentine
national team captain at the |
1986 and 1990 World Cups, |

has said he would like to |
transfer to Spain bccause |

Seville will be coached by Car-
los Bilardo, who led Maradona
and Argentina to the world u-
the in 1986.

Shilton sent off |

LONDON. Aug 29: Former |
England goalkeeper Peter |
ﬁlun said on Saturday he
could et complain about being
sent off for the first time In his
26 -year carcer, reporis Reuter.
The Plymouth player-man- |
ager. who made a record 125 |
appearances for England. re- |
cetved his marching orders as
his side lost a Division Two
match 2-0 at Hull on Friday.
"We abide by the referces’ |

Sport
- American men poised for a sweep

the NSC ! into the Open

| tremely successful summer

NEW YORK,

29: The first
American sweep
of the four major
lennis titles in 54
years |is within
reach as top contenders. Pete

. Sampras, Andre Agassi and
' Jim Courier take air at the US

Open crown on Monday,
reports Reuter.
Not since Don com-
ted the Grand Slam in 1938
an American or any combi-
nation of US players claimed

~ the four major men's titles in a

itﬁ.ynr.

t could all change in the
next two weeks as American
tennis shows its strength at
Flushing Mcadow when the US

Sampras is the hottest
player in the world coming
after an ex-

The third-ranked Sampras.
21, collected back-to-back ti-
tes in a pair of Open tune-ups
this month and seems polsed
to repeat his 1990 triumph
when at 19 he became the
youngest man to win the US
open.

Agassi emphatically shed
his reputation as a ﬁthy-rr inca-
pable of winning the big pne
with his Iimpressive Wimb.
ledon victory over Goran
Ivanisevic in a tense final and
now has the confidence that
could earn him his second
Grand Slam ttle.

Australian and French Open
champion Courfer maintains
his top ranking despite a dis-

rum':rrung slump since his

Zulekha Akhtar of Ans |
ars and Shahana Parveen of |
Biman [inished as the finalists |

decisions at Plymouth. Refer- |
ees make mistakes — although |
| am not saying that this was |
one.”

Shilton was sent-off in the
26th minute for bringing down
Hull's Graeme Atkinson after
defensive mix-up presented
him with the ball in the Ply-
mouth box,

i Hl!:vull do not agree to a

e — e — e me— ==

ng
n Edberg would very much

JIM COURIER

behind Courter, Edberg would
salvage a disappointing year f

he can recapture the serve
valley perfection he displayed

— — e e

in defeating the American in

last year's final.

“if 1 win the Open. it will
take care of the year,” he said.

T know my game is back in
shape again.” added Edber
who got a much-needed -
dence boost on Monday when
he won the Volvo International
— only his second title of
1992

But Edberg Is just one of
several formidable obstacles in
the way of a US Grand Slam
sweep.

Rising Czechoslovak star
Petr Korda. the French Open
runner-up. and Croation sensa-
tion lvanisevic. who launched
more than 200 aces in his run
to the Wimbledon final may be
rcady to take the next big step
to first Grand Slam title.

Though 1989 champion

PETE SAMPRA:

Boris Becker has had an off
year, the acrobatic German can
ncver be counted out of a big
Inurnarncnl nor can mmpu

s —

DHAKA SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 1992

triot Michael Stich, -hh

nearby Greenwich. Connectt-
cut. became a US citizen in

July.

Defending champion Me-
nica Seles remains the
to beat in a women's field
features the usual handful of
legitimate contenders. But
unitke last year since winning
the Australian and French
titles Seles has been
vulnerable.

She lost the Wimbledon fi-
nal to twice Open champion
Steffi Gral, who has enjoyed a
return to form and confidence

again off her
game in back-to-back fAnals
this month when she lost to
fourtime Open champion
Martina Navratilova in Los
Angeles and Arantxa Sanchez
Vieario in Montreal.

And then there is Jennifer
Capriati. fresh from her exhila-
rating gold medal victory over
Gral in Barcelona.

Capriati let Seles off the
ropes in last year's Open semi-
finals. Perhaps her Olympic
triumph wnugu-t the tonic she
needs to help fulfil her
promise as a future Grand
Slam champion.

"l am going to be very con-
fAdent going in there.” Capriati
said. "Steffl was always the one
| couldn’t beat. Now I'm at a
new, hiﬂ'u"f k'lrf_'l

For women it's a wide open US Open

NEW YORK. Aug
29. Now let's sec,
Monica won the
Australian and
French Opens
but lost at Wim-
bleduon to Stefli, who lost at
the Olympics to Jennifer.
Gabricla took a 52-day layoff
after Wimbledon, while Monica
was losing to Martina in Los
Angeles and to Arantxa in
Montreal, reports AP.

So who does that leave as
the women's favourite for the
U.S Open, which starts Mon-

"Nobody™, said Billie Jean
King. a four-time winner of the
evenl. "It's a wide open Open.”

In a sport where first
names su for identifica-

tion. the scramble is on at the

Defending champion Mon-
ica Seles, her trademark
grunt on hiatus for the time
being. goes in as the Open's
topseed after dominating the

Div Il soccer

Sports Reporter
h Boys Club and
Jurain Janata Clhub won their
tive matches of the Sec-
ond Dtvision football league at
the Dhaka Stadfum yesterday.

Bangladesh Boys beat Mal-
fbagh Abhfjatrik by two to
nil in the more e sec-
ond match of the day.

Kazi Mustafizur Rahman
Mintu scored both the ;

Mintu and Kazi Shahidul
I;l;? Shuvra of Bangladesh Boys

Matiur Rahman Bitu of
Malib Abhijatrik were
booked the re .

Jurain Janata Club edged
past East Bengal Club 1-0 ear-
lier in the afternoon.

Zahiruddin scored the de-
cider two minutes from time.

Md Seclim Javed and Syed
Al Akbar of Jurain and Abdul
Karim Rana of East Bengal
were shown the yellow cards.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Muslim Institute vs Azad SC
(3 pm : Dhaka Stadium).

Prantik KC vs Shantinagar
Club (4:30 pm : Dhaka Sta-
dium).

tournament a year ago. She's
also fighting one of the worst
slumps of her carcer.

Seles had won the last five

Grand Slam events she en-

tered before Gral beat her at
Wimbledon. More alarming,
rhaps, were back-to-back
s this month to Martina
Navratilova at the Virginia
Slims of Los Angles and Aran-
tixa Sanchez Vicario at the
Canadian Open in Montreal —
both in finals. That gave her
three straight tournaments
without a victory for the first
tUme since 1990.
“It's not just the losses. be-
cause each one was diflerent.”
Seles said. “It's just that my

STEFFI GRAP
game has not been at the same
level in the last three or four
weeks.”
Seles

handily at the Open a year ago,

beat Navratilova

a surgical straight-sets wipeout
that some t might have
been the last hurrah for the
35-year-old. Then she beat

Navratilova in three sets in the
Wimbledon semis. That's why

Martina's victory over Seles in
Los Angeles was such a stun-
ning reversal.

"This opens it up a little
bit.” Navratilova said. "It's a
great confidence booster. The
people who were writing me
off will have to stop and say,
"Wait a mlnutc Maybe 1
jumped the gun.”

Seles then moved on to
Montreal and reached the fi-
nals. Her opponent was

Sanchez Vicario, considered
casy picking since Seles had
beaten her 10 » L times.
The streak ended with
Sanchez Vicarto winning in
three sets.

"l played good and | beat
her.” Sanchez Vicario said.
T'm not surprised. I'm happy. |
played her 10 times belore
and lost, but everything has to
break sometime.”

Where did that leave Seles’
prospects for the Open?

"I'd just like to get my game
back”, she said

Navratilova's Los Angeles
victory advanced her to No. 3
in the rankings. That's where
the four-time champion is

MONICA SELES
seeded for the Open. bchind

Seles and Steffi Graf, who was
beaten by Jennifer Capriati for
the Olympic gold medal in
Barcelona.

Graf is at her best in Grand
Slam tournaments with 11 vic-
tories, including the Aus-
tralian-French Wimbledon-
Open sweep in 1988. Since
1989, though, she has won just
three Slam events, the Aus-
tralian in 1990 and then con-
secutive Wimbledons last year
and this year. She comes into
the Open nursing a sore shoul-
der.

Graf downed Gabriela Saba-
tini in Wimbledon's semis be-
fore defeating Seles for the
crown. Sabatini then took
nearly two months off, practic-
ing her serve and forehand
before returning for last

week's Mazda Tepnis Classic,
"Mainly,” . I'm l'.ryh‘
to be e. H-tnt.llly
want to be well prepare.

Gral went from Wimbledon
to Barcelona and was favoured
against Capriati, who has never
reached a Grand Slam final
and was on something of a
treadmill, threatening a
breakthrough but never quite
managing it— until the

D{yﬁﬂu
n the 16-year old won

the gold medal, ending Grafl's
17-match winning streak, she
was ecstatic. "Right now, it
probably ranks above any
Grand Slam for me.” she said.

Capriati i1s No 6. in the
rankings. the same position
she has in Open seedings. She
also has wins over cach of the
five players fanked ahead of
her; the gold-medal victory
over Grafl completed the set. *

Jessore BSWA's
founding day

A discussion meeting was
held at the Jessore Public Li-
brary on August 28 to mark the
12th foundation ceremony eof
the Jessore branch of the
Bangladesh Sports Writers' As-
soclaton.

Qazi Saidur Rahman pre-
sented a paper on Corruption
in sports: its origin and solu-
tion' fn the symposium. Emi-
nent personalities expressed
their views nn the subject.
Those who spoke on the topic
included: Abdul Hamid. a
prominent commentator and
sports journalist and the gen-
eral secretary of the BSWA
Mahmud Hossain Khan Dulal.

Obituary

Sheikh Nurul Islam. father
of Bangladesh national youth
hockey team player Haider
Alam, died yesterday of old age
complications. says a press re-
lease.

He was 70.

The Hockey Players’ Associ-
ation has condoled the death
of Islam and prayed for the sal-
vation of the departed soul.

Love ferrets Fischer out of lair

SVETI STEFAN.,
Yugoslavia, Aug
29: Reclusive 49-
year-old US chess
champion Bobby
Fischer. prepa-
ring for sensational comeback
maltch in Yugoslavia, has been
lured out of decades of
obscurity by his teenage girl-
friend, according to match or-
ganisers, reports Reuter.

“His return is greatly due to
an Hungarian girl called Zita."
said Janosz Kubat, who is di-
recting Fischer's planned
comeback against old rival
Boris Spassky in this Mon-
tenegrin beach resort.

The camera-shy Fischer,
notorious for his temperamen-
tal behaviour and bizarre de-
mands, vanished from the pub-
lic eye after snatching l;hl:
world title from Spassky in
1972.

He forfeited his crown and
refused numerous lucrative of-
fers to play again.

The announcement that
Fischer was ready to y
Spassky in a 6 mﬂhﬂn dnE-n
series organised by a Yugoslav
entrepreneur astonished chess
experts worldwide. The match
is due to begin on Wednesday.

Speculation about Fischer's

motives include suspicions
that he is broke or that he de-
lights in flouting UN sanctions
against Yugoslavia. Some also
believe that he wants to re-
assert his place in chess his-
tory.

But Kubat, who made sev-
eral trips to Fischer's home in
the United States to negotiate
the rematch, saild the main
driving force was the veteran
champion’'s 18-year-old
friend, Hungarian junfor ¢
star Zita Rajcsanyl.

"She told Bobby: "You're not
old, you can still play,” and he
said: "Well, I've no sponsor.”
Kubat re .

“She said she could find one
and that's how we became iIn-

volved.”

Few ple connected with
the match seemed either able
or willing to volunteer much
information on the E:oe
ing teenager who rcpurb
edly captured the heart of a
man renowned 20 years ago
for his chauvinist remarks.

"They're weak, all women.
They're stupid compared to
men. They shouldn't play
chess, you know.,” Fischer was
quoted as saying in a 196] in-
terview.

One organiser said Zita had

alrcady spent some time in
Sveti Stefan as Fischer pre-
pared for the match and was
expected to return on Monday.

“S8he’'s small and quite

BOBBY FISCHER

roundish.” was all the organ
iser would say of her appear-
ance.

Fischer's own ph

sical ap-

searance, successfully con-

cealed from public view for
two dﬂ:ndeu has shocked
many chess fans and former
Fischer camp followers.

The slender, alert, well-
groomed young man of the
19608 and 70s {s now a stout
and balding with listless eyes,
a reddish beard and waddling
walk.

He does not speak to jour-
nalists and reportedly spends
his days practising and
analysing strategy with
scconds in a stone house on
Sveti Stefan island.

it's quite a shock to see
him. He hasn't aged well." said
one of his former chess world
friends.

and demonstrate that
he is still a master of the game
which he began winning as a

Brooklyn six-year-old.
But even some of the most

ardent chess fans do not th
out the possibility that his de-
cision te return may have

come from the heart rather
than his cool tactician's head.
"I do believe it's love,” one
analyst said, with an air of
quict resignation.
"Sometimes it's amazing
what a woman can do.”



