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, It may be a combination of several factors, rang-
from the o unem nt in most l:l;ln!.ie!
ormer East mMmany (o the continuing influx
of Third World refugees see political asylum,
which provide the backdrop to the week-long
racial violence against non-German immigrants
and guest workers in Rostock. Notwithstanding
this explanation. the rightist neo-Nazi attacks
against foreigners, mostly from Africa. constitute
a shameful manifestation of what looks like the
murderous legacy of the Third Reich, with echoes
from 1933 It is also frighte because violence
that first erupted in the Baltic port of Rostock
threatens to spread to other cities in the unified
Germany. with the army being called in to assist

local police to bring the situation under control.
To put it in the wider context, the rioting in
Rostock is part of the anu-lmmgmnl wave that is
sweeping through a number West European
countries. However. what has been happening in
the former East German city provides a much
stronger danger signal than what we have heard
elsewhere. Here, attacks against foreigners who
include ﬂcﬂrﬁ Romanian sies. Alrican work-

sy

ers, and asylum seekers from Vietnam and
Cubans, have been particularly brutal. While one

was beaten to death, some 150 members
of one rightist group marched last Wednesday
from the town centre in Rostock to the hostel of

prospective political refugees, raising the Nazi
slﬁm “Steg Heil." While experts dismiss the fear
that a is being set for a nationwide resur-
gence of Nazism in Germany, there is a genuine
concern that unless the authorities tackle the
economic problems, especially rising unemploy-
ment, the country would face a critical time
ahead, during the winter.

This means that the wing crisis may have
more to do with the faltering economic pro-
g.lnmme than with the influx of refugees as such.

e latter certainly aggravates the overall prob-
lem. After all. there is ground for popular re-
sentment when refugees from the Third World
stream into Germany taking advantage of the
country's liberal asylum laws and Germans read
about the number of "visitors” reaching 500,000
this year, twice the last year's total. Again, while
the refugees seeking political sanctuary are not
allowed to work, until their applications for asy-
lum have been approved, they are provided with
free government housing, another cause of re-
sentment among the locals. But the Germans have
been particularly nasty about guest workers from
Africa. Vietnam and Cuba who were brought in by
the authorities in the former East Germany to
meet the country's labour shortage. Now. they too
come under attacks from the rightist groups.

There is a possibility that the Féderal Republic
of Germany may change its liberal law relating to
Enhttral asylum. The country's visa regulations

ave already been tightened {o stop the influx of
visitors from Asia and Africa. Whether the gov-
ernment of Helmut Kohl will take this step in the
near future remains to be seen. Meanwhile, Ger-
many should be treated as a country to avoid by all
rr!}ugrrs.lrrgardltss ?f their origin.

l Is also a time lor some soul-searghing by
German leaders. In the pa;E they tended lgg view
the sporadic rise of neo-Nazi rightist violence in
former West Germany as a minor affair. Again,
very little has been done so far to educate the
people in the former East Germany in democratic
values, ethnic tolerance and liberal humanism.
The transition from communism to democracy
was certain to be difficult and complex. But few in

the outside world expected it to be so full of ha-
tred and fear. with innocent foreigners being
subjected to senseless attacks and young Ger-
mans marching down the streets raising Nazi slo-
gans. One doubts if the Kohl administration has
developed a clear sense of direction to get the
country out of the moral and political crisis, a
prerequisite for the much talked about economic
resurgence in the unified country.

Illegal land-grabbing

No wonder that in a fast growing city like Dhaka,
land ought to be precious and real estate business

highly lucrative. But the racketeering with and
illegal occupation of land — both government and
private — by organised gangs should simply be

considered nightmarish. Not only have these cri-
minals made permanent constructions on lands
so illegally occupied but also settled people of their
own choice bg' erecting slums there to establish
their rights t muﬁh forging documents. Inciden-
Is are not rare when these criminal gangs have
sold and resold the same plot of land three to
four times to different parties. This has happened
in many suburban areas of the city but Mirpur,
according to reports published. tops the list.
Muscle power, corruption and deception mark
the illegal sale of such land holdings in Mirpur.
Taking advantage of the acute housing problem of
the city, these corrupt elements have resorted to
cheating people looking for a plot to build their
own residential houses. That they are capable of
encroaching upon private lands s understandable;
what Is however not s0 clear is their continued occu-
pation of government lands. But this is not even a
myslery either. Reportedly, a section of employ-
ees of the Housing Directorate has long been in-
volved in the racketeering and even giving a hel-
hand in tracing out government and private
holdings advantageous for them to grab.
When corruption and lawlessness have spread
their roots deep into society, it is only natural
that the opportunists will rush to where un-
earned mo is in basketful supply. But officials
responsible for looking after the business of man-
agement of government property cannot but be
accountable lor the state of affairs, more so when
the involvement of a section of them is quite real.
Bulldozers did not show mercy to unauthorised
constructions at different roadsides once, but the
mastans got with their way of illegal occupation of
lands presumably thrived because of the dou-
ble standard in the system.
True. some attempts were made to oust the
lﬂﬂﬁa] occupants from government land, thou
limited success, but the measure has o
touched the tip of the iceberg. The authority con-
cermed has left the situation to worsen further
with time, because a messy thing like land dis-
pute so left drifts into further chaos and becomes
more complex. By this time, moreover, the en-
croachers, in the absence of an effective resis-
tance from the rightful authority have been busy
expanding their territorial sphere. The con-
cerned directorate should immediately look into
the matter and take its devious employees Lo
court for punishment and also put its record
straight. The sooner this will be done the greater

the success in evicting the fllegal occupants.

and
other East and South East

government in Japan

Asian countries and suggested
that contrary to the prevailing
notion the government has to
play a very key role in the
growth process This was a
common factor in all these
countries. Instead of blindly
following an abstract laissez
faire philosophy. the govern
ment o intervene and play
an active role in the manage-
ment of the economy. There is
however a big difference
between what we have tradi-
tionally done in Bangladesh
and what | am suggesting The
government intervention
should be supportive of in-
dustries and neot restrictive

and . While the siae of
the bureauc has % be
reduced and habit of

unnecessary interference has
to be curbed. at the policy —
making level, the government
has to provide guidance and
support to the private sector.
The guidelines and goals have
to be sct by the government to
facilitate

vale sector o overcome
initial hurdles.

The domestic market is
small and . Labour
productivity is low. Manage-
ment skill and technological
know-how is often lacking,
Producers abroad not only en-
joy the advantages of early start
and a literate and trained work
force but also the economies of
scale which brings down the
cost of production. Under
these circumstances, it is not
easy for the manufacturers in a
develop country such as
Bl.nghdm to rm.kr:n dent in a
foreign market or even to re-
tain the domestic market in
the face of foreign imports.
Therefore, in order to over-
come these difficulties the

fledgling industries need nol
only advice and exhortation
about patriotism but also con-
crete support. If the govern-
ment 1s genutnely committed

*at
Kuwait's
WO years after the Gull
war, Kuwait is well on its

way to recovery. But mo-
re than 80,000 Malayalees,

matives of the south Indian

state ol Kerala. are still unable
o return o Kuwait and wait
anxiously to be called back o
their former jobs there.

In Kerala. with a population
of some 28 million (3.5 per
cent of India's total). unem-
ployment and underemploy-
ment were a major problem
even before the Gulf War. As a
result, the stranded families
are under severe stress.

Ravi, 38, who worked as
heavy vehicle driver for a con-
struction com in Kuwait,
has repeatedly written to his
former employers requesting a
visa to enable him to return w0
his job. While he waits, his wife
keeps the pair of them and
their three children by selling
her jewellery. After working in
Kuwait for 16 years. all the
family has to show is a house in
the small town of Thiruvalla in
central Kerala. and the Toyota
saloon in which they escaped
from Kuwait after the lraqi in-
vasion.

For Ravi and his family, sur-
vival has become a constant
struggle as the prospect of re-
newed employment in Kuwait
remains a distant and receding
dream. "Private com s are
not calling back their employ-
ees.” he says. "India's ambiha-

S -

o encourage Indigenous indus-
tries. then it should be re-
flected not only in puble
statements but in the policies
and actions.

In the context of the re-
cently introduced import duty
in the new budget | referred w0
the plight of the electronics
industry. This is a potentially

important industry. It
is also e ment-intensive. |
am lold that the existing ca-
pacity of the television

assembling industry is ade-
quale o meet almost the en-
tre domestic demand. Yet the
import duty imposed recently
under the new budget seems
to threaten the very survival of
this industry

The duty on mmported fin-
ished TV sets has been re-
duced from 100% w0 78%. On
the other hand. the custom
duty for some components of
the locally assembled units has
been increased from 40% to
45%. In addition. the tariff
value on some components has
been imposed at a high level
The net result is that the pro-
duction cost of locally assem-
bled units has been raised to a
level substantially higher than
the imported sets. The cost of
locally manufactured sets will
be about 10% higher than that
of imported sets. The unfair-
ness of this situation may have
escaped the attention of the
authorities. The importers are
not likely to pass on the bene-
fit of the reduced custom duty
to the consumers. The im
porters know that the higher
cost of production of the lo-
cally made TV sets will keep
the price at the higher level
and allow them to make a
windfall profit.

What is the likely impact of
these new rates of custom
duty? Fully assembled TV sets
made abroad will casily capture
the market in Bangladesh. One
has to bear in mind that manu-
facturers in Singapore.
Hongkong, Korea, Japan and
other countries with well
know brand names alrcady en-

Joy a very important advantage

in the strong consumer pref-
erence for foreign goods. Con-
preferences and atui-
tudes do not change overnight.
Local industries have o try
over a pertod of time to create
the confidence of the con
sumers in the quality of locally
produced goods With the
price advantage that the im-
porters ol finished goods will
now erjoy. it is most lkely
that our domestic assembling
facilities will have to close
down. The result is a step
backward in our drive for in-

dustrial development. Thou-
sands of skilled labourers will

plants are really not very sig-
nificant. In the national inter-
est let us hope that the gov-
ermnment does not share such a
view. | have seen how the
manufacturers tn Thailand,
Malaysia and other East and
South East Asian countries
have gradually raised the per-
centage of domestic content In
the assembled product. This
has happened even in a highly
competitive field such as the
automobile industry. As the
assembling industries develop
skill and expertise in technol-
ogv and management. they be.
gin by making simple and
small components. Gradually
they add more complex and
substantial parts. In a planned
manner the local content can
be raised as high as 70 or 80
per cent of the product. It is
now widely recognized that
this is a very effeciive method
for transfer of technology and

management skill from the de-
veloped to the developing
countries. By our new policy w
patronize the importers of fin-
ished products we have unfor-
tunately foreclosed the possi-
bility of the local assembling
Ehntl growing into broad

industries. Needless to
say, a country can never gener
ate employment and income
and become self-refant if n
depends on foreign producers
to supply 1t even with con-
sumers goods.

| am aware of the strong

pressure to “liberalize” the

The enoermous
the World Bank-IMF

eco .

weight

beneficial for the economy, at
least in the long run. | do not
know how the destruction of
the existing local electronics
industry will benefit the coun-
try either in the short or long
run. Bangladesh will simply
become a captive market for
some producers abroad. A pol-
icy which encourages the local
manulacturers o tmprove eff§

ciency and reduce cost of pro-
duction is certainly most wel

come but in other countries
incentives are given for this
purpose. This will not happen
il imported finished products
arc given preferential tax
benefits and local industries
are subjected to discriminatory
taxes, Even il the final cost of
the product is equalized after
calculating taxes. the local
products will have 1o overcome
the built-in consumer prefer-
ence for well-known foreign
brand names. Somehow one
gcls Lhe impression that the
authorities are in different 1o
the interests of the domestic
producers. Perhaps the 1

purters’ lobby is far oo power-
ful for the authorities con-
cerned to resist the pressure |
will be most pleased if | am as-
sured that | am wrong on this
point.

it the pronouncements of
the government are to be be-
lieved, we should expect some
special incentive to the local
industries to export. Many de-
veloping countries and even
some developed countries have
designed an incentive strue-
ture to encourage exports. The
jute exports bonus scheme in
the sixties had a dramatic im-
pact on the jute exports. Re-
cently, Indtan Finance Minis-
ler Mr Manmohan Singh has
inroduced an incentive plan
o encourage exports by per-
mitting exporters to sell a part
of the foreign exchange in the
open market. Unfortunately,
instead of incentives for ex-
poris, we sec a negative
in the shape of raduttinl:?;.l'
custom duty favouring import
of finished products. | have
emphasized in some of my ear-
lier articles that the govern-
ment must play a supportive
role in factlitating the opera-
tion of the private sector.
There ought to be understand-
ing between them. For exam-
ple. il the long term goal of the
government s 1o create an
agriculture-based hght indus-
try to supply consumers gonds.
then offictal policies have to b
carcfully designed to cnsure
that the goal s achieved.

The private sector will in-
ves! in this field because of
thetr confidence that the gov-
ernment will support them in
this effort. In getting credit,
land. power and other facilities
as well as In Importing ma-
chineries the agro-industries
should get a preferential
treatment from the authorities.
Only then can one say that the
government is really serious in
achieving their of creating
agro-industries in the country
Stmilarly if the government, in
the context of their long-term
goal, would like to encourage

Eﬂ
3

i

:
:
:
3
i

E‘.
H

i
i

1

‘5
f
i

Bidis
g
i

4

:
§
Z

|

|
§

g
:
1
3

I

1
g8 %
5.3

il
jH

¥
S
i
:

k
g?
}i
i

;.
:

ix
;
?
|

i
:
|

i’
:

3

|

i

:

|
i

%
?
s'

?s
|

{
§%

i
|

i

current duty structure and its
implications for the local in-
dustries is urgently needed.

Indian Workers Still Pay the Price of the Gulf War

Prasanna Probyn writes from Trivandrum

lent attitude to Kuwait during
the 'war means that Kuwaitis
are looking to their staunch
supporters in the rebullding of
the coaritry. They are not very
favourable to the Indians.”

Ravi was on a monthly salary
of 250 Kuwaiti dinars (about
US$850). His company had a
bad payment record and still
owes him 2,500 dinars in back
pay. "If we complained, we
would be deported.” he says.
As a driver. he managed most
of the ime on tips.

Six months before the in-
vasion, he borrowed 650 di-
nars to for a visa for his
brother to enable him Lo get
work as a driver in Kuwait. The
invasjon and war dashed both
their hopes and left Ravi in
debt.

The outlook is equally bleak
for most other Malayalee re-
turnees. They came back from
Kuwait with few possessions
and, although some. like Ravi,
had their own homes to go to,
others have been forced to stay
with relatives. Most are under
apgc ol 40 unskilled and with
few qualifications. Their plight
is shared by the extended fam-
llics who look to them for sup-
port.

Very few jobs are available
in Kerala, the home state of 75
per cent of Indian nationals
working in Kuwait.

During the years of plenty
in the ]1970s and 1980«

remittances irom the Gulf
sliles o Kerala were spent on
houses, motor wvehigles and
consumer goods. Invesiment
in” businesses was minimal.
This was because Kerala — de-
spite victory by the Congress
Party in the recent elections to
the State Parllament — has a
strong Communist tradition,
and trade unions are a power-
ful force. This has dissuaded
potential entrepreneurs from
investing.

The economic impact of the
Gulf crisis on Kerala has been
profound. Prices, particularly
of land and houses. have [allen
as some returnees have had no
choice but to sell their homes
o survive.

The war affected India in
other ways. Sixty per cent of
Iraq’'s construction projects
were handled by Indian com-
panies, which have nearly
US81 billion locked up there.
They have been calling on the
Indian government for grants
to bail them out

The state government of
Kerala has not given any finan-
cial aid to the returned fami-
lies. Rather it has called for
them to be given special con-
sideration in the job market
and has asked schools to admit
their children without going
through eclaborate formalities,
siich as requiring proofl of
qualifications, which were left
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behind in
Kuwuait
Returmning to Kuwait can be
difficult. The Kuwait govern-
menf is démanding that visa
applicants should have a police
clearance certificate from In-
dia — a means, it claims. of
excluding "undesirables”. The
returnces believe that India's
slow and often corrupt bureau-
cracy will leave them lagging
behind as any vacancies are
snapped up by Filipinos,

Bangladeshis and Pakistanis.

The Gulf Malayalees Welfare
Association in Kottayam. cen
tral Kerala — a voluntary organ-
isation run by Kuwait returnees
— ning for a better
deal for the Gulf Malayalees.

The organisation's gencral
secrclary. P Abraham. claims
that recruitment agencics in
India are cheating people oul
of up to 30.000 rupees (US
$1.000) with the promise of
Kuwaiti visas. Those who are
desperate often sell their
property or borrow the money
to buy a visa. only to discover
on arrival in Kuwait that the
jobs and salaries they had been
promised are a mirage. To add

the fMight from

. insult to injury, they have to

pay the Kuwait government for
a residence stamp in their

passport: those the Malayalees
had when they fled Kuwait are
) hnﬂ.'.'l' valid.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.
White supremacy

Sir, True the whites still
consider themselves as a supe-
rior race. Just the other day, as
a | was on my way to the office,
| saw a white gentleman hit-
ting a rickshawpullar, because
the rickshawpuller scrached
his car (which had a yellow
name plate). If it was in the
white man's own country, he
could not hit a man just like
that. The rickshawpullar would
have sued him and put him

fix.
On the other hand, the

people around were just
walching and haps making
sure the rickshawpuller would
feel ashamed nfm beaten
up by a "White S ", Why Is
it still that the Bengolis can
not give up their obedient atti-
tude towards- the White
Shahabs. In a situation like
this, they should have s
the arrogant white man who
E::Ihl obviously thought he
the authority to do any-
he liked.
white gentlemen could

have called the trallic police
who was just standing a few
f[eet away. It seems he had
adopted to the ways of the
general people who also take
the law by their won. The peo-
ple should be more aware of
their behaviour. They should
abide by the law, also make
sure others are going by it.
Specially the pecople should
protect their own selves from
"Superiority” of allens.

Mehruba Stddique
Khilgoan, Dhaka

Compensation

Sir, The Government of
3angladesh continues to sell,
lease, operale Lhe abandoned
assets and property of
Pakistanis left in Bangladesh
after liberation of the country.
I did invest a small amount of
money towards the purchase of
shares of Pakistan{ .
Unfortunately till today no
compensation has been

to such sharcholders.
F the prime minister's
visit to , It is now ex-

—%

puvcted that this type of in-
vestment should be settled ei-
ther by giving cash compensa-
tion or through issuance of
abandoned shares in
Bangladeshi companies. Since
common market in line with
EEC is being preached among
SAARC countries, it is normal
to scttle this type of small is-
sues. Let the policy planners
do some humble exercise in
this respect and do justice to
poor small investors.

Sadig Alee
Moghbazar, Dhaka

Torn currency notes
Sir., The other day. a local
bank issued me a bundle of old
50-taka notes. The notes were
so tragile that counting was
smisly — difficult for fear of
damaging them turther,
Fourteen of the 100 notes
were mexded with celophane
tapes accross the back. This
pracfice of passing on decep-
tine me notes o nunwary
customers even by the banks is
going on for a paretty long
time. Where the common peo-
ple would go to change the bad
notes? The quene at the
sh Bank is very long.
On the other hand, money
changers are doing brisk busi-
ness with a handsome discount
under the very nose of the
Ba h Bank authorities
1 for, to alleviate the
harassment of common people

it is suggested that relevant au-
thorities instruet all scheduled
banks to exchange torn notes

and also allow them to transact

business with mended bank
notes until such time when our
poor country can bear the cost
of supplying adequate quanti-
ties of new currancy notes.

Dr Hamidur Rahman
Kathal Began, Dhaka

centre

Sir. Going through The
Daily Star of 13th August. my
cyes posed on "Dhaka Day by
Day — Oh, That Crucial Cut!” by
Fayza Haq. Very concrete sit-
uations indeed, and so com-
mon, too. And the sketch by
Sharier so realistic.

Well, finally my eyes went to
the end of the piece, where |
read, "It is a pity that we have
no marriage counselors in
Dhaka...".

There is at least one
Marriage Counselling Centre |
know well of, with a

team
of mar counsellors. [ts
short is PA SE KE. which

stands for "PARIBAR SEBA
KENDRA'. Maybe | can give
here its tel. No. 8125631.

The Centre will be able to
suggest also some more ad-
dresses for marriage coun-

selling. according to situations.

MS, 6 8 X
Jes sore,

l.ike Ravi, Abraham belicves
that Kuwait no longer wel-

comes | NS rtie =

have ne access to their -
ittes which are locked t’:ttn
their former companies.” he
complains. "The Kuwait gov-
ernment is not granting visi-
lors’ visas either. These people
cannot go back to Kuwait just
to receive their gratuity set-
tlements and sell any personal
belongings that remain or send
them back to India.”

Some companies have set-
tled up with former employ-
ees. most notably those which
operate internationally such as
Kuwait Airways, the Kuwait

National Petroleum Company

and the major banks. But many

others have not followed

" Ttk Gulf Malayaeds Welthé
Assogiation s now he the

returnees o apply for war

compensation, distributing
United Nattons forms to indi-

viduals who are claiming be-

tween US8$4,000 and USS

10,000 for loss of and *
property in Kuwait.

For many Malayalees who
made their homes in Kuwait
and then lost everything, this
is the only lifeline in a sea of
despair. — PANOS

Iraq : Repression of Minorities

by A Correspondent

HE Southern Maursh
area of Iraq is a maze of
lakes and waterways whi-

ch is inhabited by a unique
people who trace their origins
back to before 3,000 BC. The
current population of the area
is a maximum of 250,000 in-
cluding approximately 30,000
resistance fighters. Since the
end of the uprising following
the Gulf crisis the army have
controlled the main roads into
the marshes and have inten-
sified a campaign started in
1988-89 to force the civilian
population out of the area.
There is some evidence, cited
most recently in the report by
the UN Special Rapporteur on
Human ts that this is a
deliberate government policy.
The current Prime Minister is
on record as having instructed
army generals to 'wipe out
three specified Marsh Arab
tribes. A process of forced re-
location of Marsh Arabs and
neighbouring villagers contin-
ues.
Movement of people and
goods into and out of the area
is tightly controlled. Fisher-
men living on the outskirts of
the area are only allowed to
move within strictly defined
limits. If they venture outside
this they are accused of
collaborating with the rebels.
Opposition groups accuse the
regime of poisoning the waters
of the marshlands in order to
starve out the population but
the main problem of polluted
water is created by the massive
input of raw sewage from

| concentrations of population in

Nasseriyah and AL Amara
(some of which way be
intentional).

The Iraqi army has
launched a series of at-
tacks against the Marsh areas
this year. All of these attacks
have been an mﬂw
activity and have incl the
use of armed hcll::;rttrl..
heavy artillery, tanks more
recently fixed wing aircraft.
The latest attacks on 21-27
July and then 1-6 August have
also involved the use of -
foot fAghter bombers and ac-
mﬂling to opposition sources,
MIC 23 afreraft. Unconfirmed

reports mention casualties as
high as two thousand and one
Kurdish source has accused
the Iraqi aircraft of using
Napalm in an attack on 27
July. Many civilian casualties
are largely a result of incendi-
ary devices and heavy shelling,

The Iraqi forces besieging
the marshes are based on the
major roads in the area as well
as to the east of the Gharraf
river and in Nasseriyah. The
Iraqi army have recently
moved to try and cut ofl sup-
plies coming through this way
to the opposition groups.
Opposition sources claim that
Iraqi officials have been extort-
ing payment of 1,000 Iraqgi di-
nar from marsh inhabitants on
the threat of Artillery bom-
bardment if no payment is
forthcoming.

No rations reach the
marshes and medical supplies
are scarce. Polluted waters and
restrictions make fishing haz-
ardous and for similar reasons
many of the water buffalo
which are a source of wealth
for the indigenous population
have probably died. Families
trapped in the marshes are
probably in need of both food
and medicine. Some limited
supplies are getting through
the Iranian border but these
cannot cross the well-guarded
main road.

The Iragl national assembly
recently approved a resettle-
ment plan for the marshes.
And at the beginning of June
Iragi Radio announced that ex-
cavations had begun on the
third river project. This pro-

ct involves the digging of a

ge canal to take water to
central Iraq for trrigation .
poses. The ultimate !:E::t _
would be to drain the marsh-
lands and deprive the indige-
nous population of the area of
their traditional w
The UN r
has de this mu
‘perhaps the greatest to
the inhabitants of the southern
marshes’ and has asked that
the programme be stopped
immediately pending a com-
prehensive environmental as-
sessment and consultations
with the affected population.



