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DownN 1O EARTH
A Hospital with Unrealised Promise

metropolitan city
The hospital complex that

has now emerged comprises
three main institutions: the

Diseases. The number of in-
door of this Institute

averages five to seven thousand
whereas outdoor

ing to knowledgeable sources,
the total number of patients
suffering from various heart
ailments will not be less than
seven lakh. Because of this
enormous number of heart pa-
tients, even a small percentage
of them who seek treatment at
this Institute creates a heavy
load of work for the doctors
and their stafl here.

The Institute, with ts 125
beds. s housed in a part of the
hﬂgcttl.l complex with very in-
sufficient accommodation. The
accommodation problem is so
acute that on any day a good
number of indoor patients can
be seen lying on the floor. The
government is said to be alive
to the issue. It has already un-
dertaken a scheme for setting
up a new Institute building ad-
jacent to the present site with
400-bed capacity. Part of the
building which has been com-
pleted will soon be pul to use.
The government is also said to
be trying to procure necessary
equipment to meet the grow-
ing needs of the patients.

Viewed in the light of the
many limitations that the Insti-
tute has been lunctioning. its
record of rmance is not
negligible, as a se-
nier urdhh‘-mr,mr it
performed open heart surgery
on 150 patients, and pace-
makers were fitted in 108 pa-
tients. Cardio angiogram in-

cluding coronary angiogram
has been done in 350 cases.
same physician regretted
that because we pitch our ex-
peciations about the Institute
too high. we tend to underrate
the services being rendered by
the Institute as the only spe-
ialised treatment centre of
country. There is a general
ck of appreciation of the

By A 8 M Nurunnabi

tremendous odds under which
the Instityte has functioned
since its Inception. The
Japanese asststance in the late
seventies played a major part
in enabling the Institute to
stand on its fect. The J
assistance ceased in Im
most of the equipments re-
ceived under their assistance
have since outlived their util-
ity. The equipments are still
being operated as far as r:ual
ble with local technical skill
Not that there are no glar-
ing deficiencies. There is no
N fwork on that project has
since been taken up): the in
tensive care’unit could not be
expanded with more facilities.

courses for diploma
in cardiology MS degree in
cardio-thoracic surgery. The
Institute has the facilities w
treat both medically and surgl-
cally those ts who can-
not be looked after in other
hospitals. It s also le of
conducting complicated inves-
tigations like eco-card hy
and cardio Wumm

ing coronary a: In ap-
propriate mmwtu ca

pacity to perform closed and
open heart surgery. The Insti-
tute also plays a role in creat-
ing awareness among the peo-
ple regarding the risk [actors
leading to heart diseases and
the mecasures that can be

F

the floor-bound patients could
not be avoided for want of
space; a cleaner environment
is desirable (patients saw ro-
dents scurrying across the
floor). Yet these or any other
shortcoming are said to be
more due to financial con-
straints and in some measure
due to nt lapses. it
was admitted. But it was em-
phasised that we fail to appre-
ciate the positive aspects of
the role that the Institute has

been playing.

The Institute, its is said. in
pursuance of its objective to
produce specialists in this
branch of medicine. conducts

Menon
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provement during the time,
the sources said and added
that the anaemia problem was
also going away.

Mecanwhile, the bilirubin |
(indicator of jaundice] re-
mained static at 12 per cent
while the body temperature
ranged between 99 degrees
and 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

The CMH sources said
Menon was given normal diet
including soft-boiled rice yes-
terday

Referring to the press re-
port. they said the Wodrkers

Party MP was now fit to go |

abroad for advanced treatment.

particularly for Hver treatment |
Mcanwhile. The Defenders, |

a Canada-based human rights
organisation ecxpressed
deep concern and condemned

the attempt on Rashed Khan

Menon.,

in a me to the Bang-
ssion recetved on Friday. The
Defenders sald, "Our recent
monitoring of Bangladesh

right o f his political
proless politica
gpinion without any fear of
tion. One must not for-

t that killing and torture
ave falled to stop the

progress of any po ideol -

The advancement of demo-
and the tection of
fundamental rights is de-
pending on the successful
suppression of violence.” the

. Opposition’'s resolutions

its |

| ernment
ladesh Human Rights Commi- |

adopted for their prevention.
For this purpose, it runs a
course and arranges u work-
shop twice a year with the
help of the WHO and the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh.

Though financial con-
straints are always pleaded as
mitigating factor when any at-
tempt is made for objective
assessment of any organisation,
it is generally felt by observers
that many of the shortcomings
of the Institute may be looked
upon less critically by the pa-
tients if the Institute’'s func-
tionaries prove themselves
more considerate and humane
in their approach to duties and
services.,

PM giving 'lip service'
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anti-liberation Jamaat and fts
leader Golam Azam. Hasina al-

- leged.

She said it also rejected the
1N

nt for fixing jute price
at Tk 500 per maund.
establishing one primary
school in each village of the
country, banning liquor and
making radio and television
autonomous.

“People in power and their
relations are engaged in cor
ruption taking over control of
trade and commerce and mis-
appropriating reliefl goods.”
Hasina alleged.

People also started losing
confidence in the administra
tion which has already been
politicised by the ruling party.
she said.

Terming the present gov-
‘neo-autocrat’. the
Opposition leader said Prime
Minister Begum Zia is [aithfully
following the policy and pro-
gramme of the past autocracy.
She was also critical of the

r

' post-75 governments of Ziaur

Rahman and Ershad.

The Prime Minister is giv-
ing ‘Up service' to democracy
but there Is no sign of democ-
racy in words and deeds of her
government, Hasina said.

Radio and television have
become the 'box of Bibi-
Golam’, she alleged and won-
dered how her (Hasina's)
gpeech in parliament on no-
confidence motion against the
government could be telecast
after being censored.

ernment of resorting to re-
pression on its political oppo-
nents by misusing the adminis-
tration. She also held the goy
ernment responsible for back-
ing terrorists for attacks on
the pro-liberation forces. in
cluding Rashed Khan Menon.
MP, Mosharraf Hossain, MP.
and for killing Ratan Sen.

In this context. the Awami
League chief said that failing to
secure the majority, Begum Zia
had met with Jamaat leader
Golam Azam for his support to
form her government.

She reiterated her demand
for repealing the Indemnity
Ordinance and ensuring inde-
pendence of judiciary to con-
solidate democracy and rule of
law.

Presided over by Rajbari
District Awami lLecague presi
dent Syed Raflqus Salchin. the
meeling was addressed,
among others, by Kazi Abdur
Rashid. MP, Abdur Roul, MP,
Abdul Awal. MP. Magreb
Ahmed and Kazi Keramat Alf.

Shopowners
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students, beaten to death al-
legedly by a section of shop-
keepers of Baku Shah Market
Tuesday.

In a joint statement, the
l[ederation leaders Amir Hos-
sain Khan, M A Zaman Manfu.
Helaluddin Helal and Md Sha-
habuddin demanded the arrest
of the killers of Farhad Hos-
sain.
The federation statement

M s sagc el Hasina accused the gov- sald "Hossain was nol killed by
i 'f‘ the Baku Shah Market shop-
keepers bul Llerrorist groups
Mm:s.um :ll;td thli incident to grind
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The statement expressed
concern of the shopowners
over the deterforating law and
order situation and requested
all concerned to abstain from
largescale damage of the public
property.

It also demanded the gov-
ernment arrange security to
!} the businessmen of the city.

warn of action
against
troublemakers

The Dhaka University au-
therities aled to the stu-
dents and converned to co-
operate in holdin the
HII;MI.I.I"I and Master 1}19'“
examinations of the universl
due m begin today (Saturday),
reports UNB.

in a statement yesterday
the DU authorities also warned
ol stern action if trics
to create trouble during the
examinations.

The statement said both the
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examinations had been shifted |

on several occasons due o
unavoidable circumstances

Most of the students are in
favour of holding classes and
examinations on scheaule but
the authorities said, a handful
of miscreants masquerading as
students has mtumﬂ
the situation

The authorities urged all to
help the university administra-
ton for smooth running of its
normal academic activities.

BNP founding
day Sept 1|

The founding anniversary
esh Nationalist Party
(BNP) will be observed on
September |. reports BSS.
BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder re-
uested the party units
ughout the country to ob
scrve the day through hoisting
party flags in the party offices
and holding milad mehfils.
discussions and public meet-

In the city, the party flag
will be hoisted at the central

office in the morning. the
mazar of the founder
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman will be visited at 9 am
and a discussion will be held at
Engineers Institution at 4 pm.

Bomb hurled at
residence of
Shahjahan Siraj

A bomb was hurled at Tan-
gail residence of JSD (Siraj)
leader Shahjahan Siraj, MP,
last night.

The bomb exploded 10
minutes before the JSD leader
reached his house at Akurtakur
in town at about 10-30
last night from Kalihati. How-
ever, none was hurt.

Siraj told UNB by phone
that before the explosion.
some people knocked the door
and enquired about him. But
inmates of the house could not
identify the persons as they
did not open the door.

Quoting neighbours, Siraj
said two to three ns were
scen running away alfter the
explosion.

The JSD leader immedi-
ately informed the SP of Tan-
gail of the incident.

BNP failed to
run country,
says Obaid

Bangladesh Janata Dal
Chairman K M Obaidur
Rahman has called for unity of
all patriotic and democratic
forces to root out lerrorism
from the society. reports UNB.

Speaking as the chiel guest
atl a "Representative Confer-
ence” of his party's student
wing Bangladesh Chhatra Dal at
its central office in Dhaka last
night. he questioned the
sincerity of the BNP govern-
ment in dealing with the
problem.

The government can con-
tain anarchy and viclence
within seven days {f it sin-
cercly wants to do so. he said.

He urged the government
to allow the police and the
administration to function in-
dependently.

The Janata Dal leader called
upon all irrespective of their
party affiliation to work unit-
edly to free the educational in-
stitutions from violence.

Expressing concern over
nomic condition of the coun-
try. he blamed the government
for fallure to run the country.
“| have never seen such an in-
efMicient rmment,” he said.

He said that the govern-
ment had failed to solve prob-
lems of the Rohingya Muslim
refugees. Chakma refugees and
sharing of water of common
rivers with India, including the

r:ﬁ utter fatlure of the gov-

ernment in every sector has
posed a threat to the existence

of the country, he added.
Obaid called upon all oppo-
sition parties to rally round a

common platform to face the
situation arising out the total
failure of the government.

He advised the students not
to be used as mercenaries by
any vested group.

Presided over Chhatra
Dal convener r Hossain
Zakir, the conference was ad-
dressed, among others. by
Vice-Chairman of Janata Dal S

I M Halim.

elections uncertain

By DU Correspondent

A turbulent Dhaka Untver-
sity campus has made the uni-
versity's hall and central stu-
dent union polls uncertain.

Although, according to a
circle, there are poll possibili-
ties in October this year, the
DU authorities are not sure
when to hold the polls. be-
cause of the continued vio-
lence. The present DUCSU and
hall union committees have

outlived their tenure by one
year
The government-backed

student body Jatlyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal (JCD) and the Awami
League s student wing Chhatra
League (M-I) blame each other
for the trouble that has de-

ferred the elections indefi-
| nitely
Some student leaders.

talking to his correspondent.
attributed the intra-party con-
flicts of the major student or-
ganisations to the wolatile at-
mosphere.

DUCSU AGS and JCD leader
Nazimuddin Alam said that
JDC was always to go to
the polls and added that the
holding of the elections would

' bring dynamism’' in students’

of |

e

leadership.

Regular holding of the
DUCSU polils could help bring
the campus terrorism to an
end”, the JCD leader said.

The BCL (M-I) leader
Pankaj Nath said that the
DUCSU polls were uncertain
only because of the absence of

a peaceful atmosphere on the

the present political and eco-

DU campus.

DUCSU and hall elections
would remain a lar cry if a con-
sensus of all the student organ-
DU

r. the DU authorities
withhold scheduled
four times.

authorities first sched-
the polls for Ju 18
was shifted to July 25

b
3

which

bearers ended
their tenure on June 6 last

ly 31 schedule was
deferred o August 5 as all the
major student organisations
except the JCD and the Ja-
maat -¢-Islami backed Chhatra

Shibir threatened to boycott |

the elections.

The boycottees demanded
postponement of the polls for
a discussion between the au-
thorities and the student or-

sations to resolve the con-
roversial issues like the spe-
cial admission of the passed-
out student Jeaders and also to
ensure peace on the DU cam

At that time only the JCD,
the Shibir and few smaller or-
ganisations submitied nomina-
Iumm within the July 20 dead-

'Green belt' in coastal
areas from next year

programme will be taken up

Plans are underway to cre-
ate a ‘green belt’ in the coun-
try’'s coastal areas by planting
trees from next year as part of
the government's programme
to prevent environmental
degradation, reports UNB.

This was stated by Envi
ronment and Forest Minister
Abdullah Al-Noman while
opening a week-long exhibi-
tion on "Art and Environment”
at the Shilpakala Academy in
the city yesterday.

He said the government was
also planning to plant fruit
bearing trees across the coun-
try from next year. Plants are
being nurtured at the govern-
ment nurseries, he added.

The exhibition has been or-
ganised by non-government
organisation "Commitment” in
cooperation with the
Shilpakala Academy at the
academy's art gallery.

Noman said the government

. is working on a massive af-

forestation programme to raise
the forest arcas [rom B8 per
cent o the required percent-
age of 25 for ecological bal-
ance.

A seven-year afforestation

shortly at a cost of Tk 240
crore with assistance from the
World Bank besides a Tk 156
crore thana aflorestation pro-
gramme, he said.

The minister stressed the
need for creating mass aware-
ness among the people, par-
ticularly the tlliterate, about
environment pollution.

Terming painting as an cf-
fective media. Noman said the
artists through their works can
help make the people aware of
varipus environment aspecis.

He called upon the NGOs 0
involve themselves in the tree
plantiation programme to sup-

le government ef-

EI':“:L-‘ maintaining eco-

logical balance. -
Presided over by
‘Commitment’ president Abul

Kalam Azad. the function was
addressed by Director General
of Shilpakala Academy Mo-
barak Hossain Khan and emi-
nent art critic Mostafla
Monowar.

Prof Nazrul Islam of Dhaka
University presented a keynote
paper on art and environment.

—=

Pak NA asks Delhi to keep
sanctity of Babri Mosque

ISLAMABAD, Aug 28:
Pakistan's National Assembly
has urged India to take appro-
priale measures O ensure pro-
tection and preservation of the
sanctity of Babri Masjid in
Ayodhya. reports PTI.

A resolution to this effect.
draflted by consensus. was

3-point demands

From Pagce | Col 6
three-point demands including
immediate arrest and punish-
ment of the killers of Farhad
Hossain. a second year student
of the college. who was killed
on August 26.

The student leaders de-
manded compensation for the
family members of the victim.
They also demanded legal
steps against the police actions
on a students’ procession on
Thursday.

The Home Minister gave
the student leaders a patient
hearing and assured them that
their demands would be met.

After assurance of necessary
actifons from the Home
Minister, the student leaders
agreed to hold their planned
condolence meeting at the
Dhaka College premises in-
stead of in front of the National
Press Club today.

The student leaders who
met the Home Minister
including Mir Newas Ali and
Abdul Awal, VP and GS
respectively of Dhaka College
Students Union, Mohammad
Kabiruzzaman and Khondaker
Sayed Hamid, president and
general secretary of Chhatra
League (M-1), Dhaka College
unit, Z Mortuja Chowdhury
Tula, president, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, Dhaka College
unit, Mahbubul Hoque Ripon
and Mridul Chowdhury of
Bangladesh Chhatra Union,
Dhaka College unit, Jamanul
Islam Jewel, Chhatra League
ISD) and Mohammad Zakaria
Habtb Raju, Dhaka College unit
of h Chhatra Moftri.

Principal of Dhaka College
Latifur Rahman was also pre-
sent at the meeting.

moved by the Minister of State
for Foreign Alfairs. Sidique
Khan Kanju on the request of
Jamaat-|-Islami members,
Liagat Baloch on Thursday.

The resolution observed
that neither historical nor ar-
chaeological evidence sup-
ported the contention regard-
ing presence of Ram Mandir at
the site of Babri Masjid.

it said that the Masjid,
which was part of Muslim her-
itage in the sub-continent, * is
in imminent danger of dese-
cration and demolition.’

Meanwhile, India today re-
jected the resolution adopted
by the Pakistan Assembly on
Ramjanma Bhoomi Babri
Masjid issue. saying it believed
the expectation raised after
the recent meeting of the for-
eign secretaries of the two
countries that Pakistan would
show greater degree of under-
standing. non-interference and
cooperation in bilateral rela-
tions.

Reacting sharply to the
resolution, an External Affairs
Minister spokesman said here
it constitutes an interference
in India’s inmn:hnfhim and is
to unacceptable.

u#lllyklllﬂn. he said, has no lo-
cus standi on the Ramjanam
Bhoomi Babri Masjid issuec.

30 Fundamentalists
get life-term
in Tunisia

TUNIS., Aug 28 : Some 30
leaders of Tunisia’'s banned Is-
lamic Movement, Annahda,
were sentenced today to life
imprisonment by a military
tribunal which also passed
lesser jail sentences on most
of the 140 other defendants
accused of plotting against
state urity, reports AFP.

Th::: tznvi:t:d included
Annahda President Rached
Channouch, a 51-yearold phi-
losophy teacher from OGabes,
lnulfnrn Tunisia, who founded

the movement in lﬂlw
who now lives in exile. —
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The Midnight File

Jahanara Imam said Friday
that the country's indepen-
dence was now &'ﬂlﬂ'ﬂd by
the ‘unruly activities' of the
anti-independence forces.

She was addressing the
fourth national conference of

Jubo Union at the
Engineers’ Institution which
was addressed. a otheers.
by poet Sufia Kamal. Foyez
Ahmed, Shamsur Rahman,
Jubo Union president Mah-
bubuzzaman, secretary Hi-
laluddin and convenor of the
conference preparatory com-
mittee B A Rashid.

Chairman of the preparatory
commitiee actor Asaduzzaman
Noor presided over the fune
ton.

Jahanara Imam said that the
defeated forces of 1971 had
raised their hcads again
against the pro-liberation
f[orces and accused the BNP
government of having secret
ties with that 'rlk:‘:t-.'

She said that there was now
no question of negotiation with
any anli-liberation group. "This
was a do-or-die question for
the patriotic citizens of the
country.

She said that the problem
could be solved by trying war
criminals’ of 1971 in special
tribunals.

Begum Sufia Kamal urged
the youth forces to make ef-
forts to unite the nation
against the ‘unholy' forces
threatening the independence.

She said that {f the atroci-
ties being perpetrated by the
Jubo Command were not
stopped immediateiy the
country would face dire conse-
quences.

Somalis want
UNHCR to send
them to US

By Asiuzzaman

Demand for resettlement in
any European country or
America prompted the Somali
refugees to attack the local of-
fice of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), diplomatic sources
said Friday.

"They have been pressing
the UNHCR to broker a deal
for quite sometime.” the
sources requesting anonymity
said.

The sources could not say
whether the UNHCR would
approach any foreign mission
in Dhaka for their resettle-
mernl,

A group of six Somalis at-
tacked and damaged the UN-
HCR office in Dhaka on Mon-
day. Police arrested five of the
attackers. including twao
womern.

More than 100 Somalis en-
tered Bangladesh in between
1990 and 1991 and sought
refugee status claiming them-
selves as the victims of their
country's civil war and famine.

It was not clear or proved
whether they were actual vie-

tims of the strife--torn nation
or fled the country to try their
luck elsewhere.

The sources said that the
UNHCR would hold a meeting
this week to review the situa-
tion. The monthly remunera-
tion of the refugees may be
revised in the meeting, the
sources added.

A source sald that every
refugee got Taka 2,700 per
month but it was neot con-
firmed by any UNHCR official.

The arrested Somalis were
produced before the court on
the following day of the inci-
dent and only two women

were granted bail. The other
three were now in Dhaka Cen-
tral Jadl.

Dhanmondi police were in-
vestigating the maitter.

The source, who has an
thorough idea about UN sys-
tem. answering to a quecstion
on whether the UNHCR can
take any punitive measure
against attackers, a source
conversant with the UN sys-

_said "the UNHCR cannot

'uﬂnymrrhw.“

Nirmul body's
national
confce Sept 14

City unit of Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee yesterday at
a protest rally took a fresh vow
to resist Jamaat-Shibir-Free-
dom Party for its "anti-libera-
tion activities” and to uphold
the spirit of Liberation War,
reports UNB.

The commitice announced
that a national conference of
delegates would be held in
Dhaka on September 14.

Presided over by City Con-
venor Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya, the rally on
Bangabandhu Avenue was ad-
dressed among others Prof
Mannan Chowdhury,

Asad, Monirul Haq. Aminul
Haq. Shamsul Islam. Habibur
Rahman Khan and Monirul Haq

VO speskers blamed the

government for its failure in
mopping up the assailants of
Rashed Khan Menon MP. In-
stcad, innocent persons are
being harassed, they added.
Later, a procession was
brought out which paraded
upto the National Press Club.

Special prayer
for peace in
Bosnia offered

A special prayer was offered
at Baitul Mukarram national
mosque yesterday for immedi-
ate end of human atrocities,
killing and torture on Bosnian
Muslims, reports BSS.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Prof M A Mannan was
present on the occasion.

The munajat was conducted
by Khatib of Baitul Mukarram
mosque Moulana Obaidul

Haque.
Dhaka College
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Station, according to police.

The students of the college
went on a rampage on
Wednesday and Thursday in
the area demanding punish-
ment of the killers of Farhad
and eviction of Bakushah
Market from Nilkhet.

However, heavy police con-
tingent and Bangladesh Rifle
personnel were patrolling the
area to prevent any fresh vio-
lence. Editorial on Page 4

NAM summit
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Foreign Ministers meeting on
August 29 and 30.

India, Iran, Ghana and Cuba
recalled that Myanmar had left
the NAM in 1979, challenging
the relevance of the move-
ment to the changing times,

Myanmar, then Burma, ap-
parently realised its mistake
and expressed its keenness to
rejoin the movement at the
Belgrade Summit in 1989.

India has been demanding
the release of all political pris-

oners in Myanmar, including
the Nobel Prize Winner Ms

" Aung San Suu Kyi and the

transfer of power by the mili-
tary regime to the elected rep-
resentative.

tion by
membership, rajsing the num-
ber of full members in
movement to 107.

A conference spokesman
said that Armenia, Thailand
and Croatia were recognised as
observers and Bosnia-Herze-
Wﬂmﬂﬂ



