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Tea leaves —

and Stars

by Parveen Anam

wanted to know the un-
and co r the

unconguered. The history of the world is am-
but #t is not the history of the world

history of man's conguests. that interest
us here. It is the un-
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matter of Tuck’. Yet.
we are not satisfied.
How can we nol
know. what the week afller tomorrow holds for
us, when we know when there is going to be a
solar eclipse, years from now? So, this mad,

mad rush to the astrologer and the st, to
have our fortune ‘told’. We hate the
uncertainty, of not k . the man poring

over the lines in our palms, surely knows more
about our future, than we do? The stars must
be studied and the future njcely planned. Who
better at this job, than the little man. who will
swear he knows all about 'IT for a Mttle sum of

finds it so difficult to pay a comphiment.
The man who will swear by the authencity of
future, will adroitly inform you, that your
ture s brilllant. with that tall dark and
handsome stranger. hurking in the shadows.
about to whisk you
off w fairy land. And
untold riches are
there for ask-
ing we have our
dreams. Not once
has it occurred to
man, in all his inno-
cence, that the
greatest favour done
o him by mother
nature, is w0 keep
his future a secret
from him.

But then, there
are those. who will
tell you your fortune,
by studying the tea
leaves. You drink a
cup of tea, leave
some of the tea
lcaves at the bottom,
and lo and behold.
your fortune is all
there. The Intric-
acies of the future,
unfold before the
very eyes of the
learned man, in the
tea cup. Wonderful
are the ways ol the knowledgeable. It must be
awesome, for a mortal, to hold the key to the
future of mankind, in the bottom of the tea
cup. Somehow, makes you sit up and take
notice, of those little leaves. The age old idea.
that tea leaves are good for your rose bushes,
does not hold good then. You begin to develop
a healthy respect for them. because they also
apparently hold the future of man in that little
cup. Ah well. Astrology Is a science, not to be

scolled at. of course. There are some. who will

money, and sometimes, even without it. And
man in his gullibility will believe almost
anything, especially, if 1t {s in his favour. Once
in a while, it is nice to hear something, which
The

is encouraging.

The Brahmaputra and the
Ganges are rising steadily at all
points due to active monsoon
over the country and the ad-
joining areas. a bulletin of the
Water Development Board said
here Friday. reports BSS.

Other rivers in the
Brahmaputra and the Ganges
basins and the nvers in the
Megh
hill basins marked rise and fall
during the last 24 hours end-
ing 6 am Friday, the bulletin
sabc]

The Brahmaputra regis-
tered further rise by 11.42
inches (29 c¢cm) at Noonkhawa,
48.27 inches (21 cm) at
Chiimari, 5.90 inches (15 ¢m)
at Bahadurabad, 4.33 inches
(11 cm) at Serajganj and 7.09
inches (18 cm) at Aricha.

The Teesta marked fall by
6.30 inches (16 cm) at Dalia
and 8.66 inches (22 cm) at
Kanura

The Dharla registered rise
by 7.08 inches (18 ¢m) at
Kurigram. The old Brahma-
putra also marked rise by 3.94

na and the south eastern

Bengall ©company.

inches ([10 em) each at

Jamalpur and Mymensingh.

The Buriganga at Dhaka
recorded rise by 5.90 inches
(15 cm), the Kaliganga at
Taraghat by 4.33 inches (11
cm) and a slight rise of the
Turag at Tongi while the
Lakhya at Narayangan| marked
fall by 2.96 tmches (6 cm).

The Ganges recorded fur-
ther rise by 1.15 ft (35 cm) at
Pankha., 10.23 inches (26 cm)
at Rajshahi. 7.87 inches (20
cm) at Hardinge Bridge, 4.33
inches (11 cm) at Goalundo
and 10.63 inches (27 cm) at

The Mahananda at Chapai

j and the Jamuna at

n each marked risc by

11.42 inches (29 cm) while

the Karatoa at Panchagarh

registered fall by 1.02 ft (31
cm),

The Goral at Gorai railway
bridge recorded rise by 9.45
inches (24 cm) and the Kumar
at Faridpur by 1.57 inches (4
cm).

The Surma recorded fur-

radlway

swear by {t. But the ordinary sort, would just
probably sit back and continue to dream. with
the tea leaves, the palm lines and the stars for

Rivers register sharp rise

ther rise by 2.26 ft {69 cm) at
Sylhet and slight rise at

Sunamganij.
The Kushiyara also

recorded rise by 1.77 ft (54
cm) at Amalsid and 1.64 ft {50
cm) at Sheola.

The Manu marked fall by
1.57 ft inches (48 cm) at Manu
and 7.87 inches
(20 em) at Moulvi Bazar,

The Someswan at Durgapur
also marked fall by 5.51 inches
(14 ¢m). the Gumti at Comilla
by 4.33 inches (1] cm) and
slight fall of the Khowai at
Habiganj while the Meghna at
Bhairab Bazar registered slight
rise.

The Muhuri at Parshuram,
the Halda at Narayan Hat
marked slight rise. The Sangu
at Bandarban recorded fall by
4.72 inches (12 em). The
Halda at Parrchpukuria by 8.27
inches (21 cm) while the
Matamuhuri at Lama registered
rise by 3.54 inches (9 cm).

All the rivers in all the
basins are flowing below dan-
ger level, the bulletin said.

AL leader
dies

Former Awami League MP
Abdul Jabbar died of heart at-

tack yesterday at his village
home in Kulaura of Moulvibazar

district. He was 5. reports
UNB. | ority to education,
Jabbar was the General

Secretary of Kulaura thana
Awami League and a central
committee member of
Bangladesh Krishak League.
Party sources said. the na-
-e-janaza for the deccased
will be held at Kulaura today
(Saturday) at 11 am.
"~ Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasinu expressed deep shock
at the the death of the party
leader who was elected MP in
1986 from a Moulvibazar
constituency.

In a message of condolence,
she said, In his death the
country Jost a freedom fghter,
an eminent politiclan and so-
cial worker.

Swedish trade
union leaders
visit newspaper
offices

Director of Asia Project of
the Sweden Trade Union De-
velopment Council Ingover Jo-
hanson and Treasurer of the

9,000 private pry schools
to be rehabilitated

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said Friday that BNP

| governmen! gave topmost pri-

cularty
primary and secondary level
studies, reports BSS.

He said this year's budget
have highest allocation for ed-
ucation and 1t would be further
increased in future.

The Finance Minister was
addressing as chicf guest the
annual giving ceremony
of Cuishan Model High School
here.

Presided over by Vice
President of the school com-
mittee M A Hannan, the
function was addressed by lo-
cal MP Md Qamrul Islam,
school headmaster, a teacher,
and representative of the SS8C

students of the school.

Saifur Rahman said 9,000
private primary schools and
300 private secondary schools
would be rehabilitated and
provided with adequate para

phemalia for worthy pursuit of
knowledge commensurating
with the uirement ol men-
tal and physical development
of the children.

He said Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia gave spe-
cial emphasis on materialising
the programme and according
to her direction the pro-
gramme will be materialised
before the targeted three years
time. Besides every thana will
be with a nationaltzed
high school, he added.

While dwelling on the social
responsibilities of the aflluents
community, the Finance
Minister called upon them to

blend their aflluence with
mind 'ﬁf for establishing
schools philanthropic in-
stitutions for the welfare of the
society and humanity. Without
education our development ef-
forts will not reach to the de-
sired goal, he said.

‘Population boom
to be arrested’

Social Welfare and Women
Aflairs Minister Tariqul Islam
yesterday said voluntary organ-
isations and affluent section of
the people should come for-
ward to supplement the
ernment endeavour in g
the society worthy living for
the coming generation. re-
poris BSS,

He was addressing as chief
guest at the inaugural session
of three-day district co-ordi-
nation workshop organised by

Jessore district unit of

Bangladesh Family Planning

Association (BFPA) in Jessore
Presided over BFPA Vice-

President Tau Rahman

and Bangladesh Press and | the function was also ad-
Karmachari Federa- | dressed, among others, M
tion at the iticfag Bhaban. | Rawsan Ali MP, Prof 1

Islam Deputy
Cemmlnllnntr “Jessore and
Abu Sayeed, General Secretary
of the association.
The main objective of the
workshop is to promote and
strengthen cn+eﬁrutlun and
co-ordination tween Lhe
government and non-govern-

ment urEnh-thnl engaged in
family planning activities.
Social Welfare Minister said

there was no other way but to
arrest the present trend of

population boom for the very

existence of national entity.

He stressed for curving the
rate of fliteracy and creating
nities for both un-

opportu
mployed male and female
youths of the society.

BSD protests

attack on
Menon
By Staff Correspondent
sh Samajtantrik
Dal ) leaders yes
sald that the lar de
for trial of Azam could

be not stopped by creating
confusion.

BSD held a rally in front of
the Jatiya Press Chub in the al-
ternoon o protest the kil
of CPB leader Ratan Sen
armed attack on Workers
Party General Secretary Ras-
hed Khan Menon MP

The rally, presided over by
Golam Mahmud. was ad-
dressed, among others.
Abdur Razzak. Mostafa Faruq,
Baziul Rashid Feroz and Belal
Chowdhury.

Leaders at the rally said that
Erl.- planned atuacks have been

unched on the progressive
leaders and activists o curb
the demand for trial of Jamaat
chief Golam Azam.

The government was foster-
ing the terrorists to confuse
the people’'s demand, they ac-
cused.

‘Nationalise
educational
instt on
specific rules’

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Govern-
ment Secondary Teachers' As-
sociation has demanded that
the nationalisation of educa-
tional institutions be based on
specific rules. unlike the ways
practised by the fallen auto-
cratic regime

In a 12-point charter of
demands chanted at the eighth
biennial national conference
yesterday, the association
lcaders called for withdrawal
of the order suspending the
first class gazetted status of as-
sistant teachers. filling up of
the vacant posts of assistant
headmasters by promoting the
assistant teachers, establish-
ment of a separate secondary
cducation directorate and
other professional facilities.

Held at the Bangladesh
Management Development
Centre, the conference was
addressed by The Daily Star,
Joint Editor Waheedul Huq as
chiel guest, president and
general secretary of the asso-
ciaton.

‘Stern action to
be taken against
corrupt officials’

Works Minister Raliqul
Islam Mia Thursday categori-
cally said that stern action
would be laken against the
corrupt offlicials and the em-
ployces working under the
Ministry of Works {f allegations
supported by documents and
valid papers be submitted to

the government, reports BSS,

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at the national
conference and council session
of the h P WD Dip-
loma Engineers’ Association
held at the BCIC auditorium

" here,

'BNP will foil
attempt against
democracy'

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahan Ara Begum
yesterday said that the present
government was committed to

| consolidate the hard ecarned

— m—— —— -

democracy. reports BSS.

She was addressing a stu-
dent rally at Lalbagh here, or-
ganised by the Jatiyatabadi Ch-
hatra Dal of wards no. 23 and
24 of Dhaka.

The rally was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Law and Justice Aminul Hoque.
President of the Dhaka Mo-
hanagar BNP Lt. General (retd)
Mir Shawkat Ali MP. Vice
Presidents of JCD Nazimuddin
Alam and Fazlul Hoque Milan,
Abdul Khair Bhutyan, Publicity
Secretary Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintoo and President of Lal-
bagh thana BNP Mejbauddin
Sabu

Prof Jahan Ara Begum. who
is also the Joint Secretary
General of BNP, said some
members of vested quarters
were trying to disrupt the
democratic process by passing
all democratic norms. But the
BNP gnw:mm:nt would foil any
ill attemp inst the democ-

racy, lhl.!
BTV
Saturday

5-00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
FProgramme summary

510 News in Bﬂ‘dl

520 Recitation from the
Tripitak

525 Documentary film

6-00 Cartoon Alm

8- 30 Mati-O-Manush

7-08 Banwhan

B-00 News in HII#I

8-30 Probaha

8-00 Geet! Shatadal

1000 News in English

10-30 . Dallas

11-30 Khabar/The News

11-45 Closing
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nected with cultural activities
to utilise the facilities given by

the present government.

NGOs asked to come up with dynamw steps
United efforts can help bloom latent

talents of blinds: President

.President Abdur Rahiman
Biswas yesterday stressed the
need lor creation of a con-
ductve atmosphere for en-
abling the blinds w0 ltve a nor
mal life in the country, reports
BSS.

He called upon rich and ed-
ucated sections particularly
the social workers, profes-
stonals, intellectuals and phi-
lanthropists to come forward
to join the noble and humani
tartan task of removing blind
ness from the country

The President was address-
ing as the chiefl guest the con-
cluding day functon of the in
temational seminar and work
shop on eye banking at the
BCIC auditorium here

Sandhan! Nattonal Eye Do-
nation Societly, Bangladesh Eye
Care Sociely and ORBIS Inter-
national jointly organised the
four-day seminar and work-
shop.

With President of Sandhani
National Eye Donation Society
Profl Hasna Begum in the chair,
the function was alsvo ad-
dressed by Planning Minister A
M Zahiruddin Khan, Chairman
of the Preas Institute of
Bangladesh. Gazi Shamsur
Rahman and eminent eye spe-
riahsl Prof M Mustafizur Rah-

International experts

John Jake Riquard of ORBIS

International, Manoranjan Ma-  forts for

jumder of International Eye
Bank of Calcutta. India and Dr
Harshadrai T Vora of Eye Bank

-Association of India also ad-

dressed the function.
Eminent eye specialists
from home and the SAARC
countries, among others, were
present on the occasion.
President Biswas sald coop-
eration and efforts of all sec-
tions of people could easily
help blossoming the latent tal
ent of the retarded persons
like blinds enabling them to

take part in the welfare activi-
thes.

He hoped that the opintons
and advices of the eminent cye
experts of home and abroad
would definitely infuse more
vigour in the on-going cam-
paign for eye banking.

President Biswas, quoting
cye specialists, said that there
were now 15 lakh blind people
including three lakh flor
corneal aflect in Bangladesh.

"Eye sight can be restored
for 75 per cent people thro
grafting comea and muc
progress has already been
achieved In this " he
said, adding that strengthen-
ing of this task initiated a

bright prospect in the country.

coordinated ef-
rcm blindness.
the President called for feed-
ing the children. a many
of whom become blind due to
malnutrition, food, rice, veg-
etables and fish rich in vita-
min A
He also underscored the
need for setting up more eye
camps for proper treatment of
eyes and cataract operation
especially in the rural arcas
where eye patients already
-un:btmn' benefit out nf

MMtlﬂdﬂlpﬂ

Stressing

ernment was implementing
various to ensure
health he people the

year 2000 and sought all-out
cooperation of the people to-

l

also ﬂ the non-gov-
ernment and voluntary organt-
sations to take dynamic steps
side by side government pro-
grammes in this sector and
called upon the physicians to
render their services to this
humanitarian task.

President Biswas said the
success of this programme
would mostly depend on the
sincere efforts and services of
the physicians and hoped that
they would do their best as
they did in the past in remov-

Formatlon of SAARC

eye bank federation
suggested

A three-day international
scminar on "Eye Banking”
ended here yesterday with a
call for setting up a federation
of eye bank associations of
SAARC countries to consoli-
date the eye donation move-

ment in the region. reports
UNB.

The seminar. jointly organ-
ised by Sandhani National Eye
Donation Society (SNEDS),
Bangladesh Eye Care Soclety
and ORBIS International. also
called for carrving forward the
campaign for posthumous eye
donation to fight blindness.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. addressing the con-
cluding session of the seminar
at BCIC auditorium this momn-
ing, called upon all, including
social workers. professionals
and intellectuals, to corhe for-
ward in making the movement
a SUCOCss,

The government has been
implementing a massive pro-
gramme to improve the health
scenario in the country by the
year 2000, he said.
Planning Minister
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Zahiruddin Khan. who at-
tended the function as special
guest, announced his posthu-
mous eye donation.

Chaired by SNEDS presi-
dent Prof Hasna Begum, the
function was addressed, among
others, by representative of
ORBIS International 'J  J

. three eye bank stal-
warts of India Dr Pradip
Biswas, HTV Monaranjan
Mojumdar. eye specialist Prof
Mustafizur Rahman and jurist
Gazi Shamsur Rahman.

Mayor visits city
roads to see
development

works

- Dhaka City Corporation
Mayor Mirza Abbas, MP, yes-
terday visited roads in Goran,
Shyamoli Ring Road, Bijoy
Swaroni, Mirpur-14 and Bhas-
antek in the city to see the
progress of development
works undertaken by the cor-

poration in the areas, reports
BSS.
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Temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Temporary light or moderate rain or shower may occur at

marny

places over Khulna division and at a few places over

Dhaka, Chittagong and Rajshahi divisions during the next 24
hours commencing 6 am today (Saturday).
Day temperature is likely to rise by one to two degree Cel-

sius, the Met office forecasts.

Major rainfalls recorded in 12 hours from 6 am to 6 pm

yesterday

(Friday) were: 13 mm at Tangail, ® mm at Dhaka 8 mm at

Sandip and 5 mm at Feni.

The maximum temperature of 33.8 degree Celsius was re-
ported from Rangamati yesterday and the minimum of 23.2

degree was reported from Sy

thet,

The sun sels today (Saturday) at 6.19 pm and rises tomor-

row (Sunday) al 5.39 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-
ity recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Cities/Towns Temperature in Humidity
degree Celsius in percentage

Max Min 9 am 6 pm

Dhaka 31.5 25.2 83 84
Chittagong 32.2 24.9 78 9l
Rajshahi 33.1 24 .5 89 76
Khulna 32.0 24.2 90 82
Cox’'s Bazar 31.5 25.0 78 86
Sylhet 32.5 23.2 88 85
Dinajpur 31.0 26.3 88 88
Barisal 318 24.0 97 87

| tiop,

Ctg Mayor
elected WCM
Vice President

CHITTAGONG, Aug 28
Mayor of Chittagong City Mir
Mohammad Nasiruddin has
been elected Vice-President
of the Interim Board of
Directors of the World
Conference of Mayors (WCM),
reports BSS.

According to a re-
ceived here from the WCM,
Mir Nasiruddin has gained the
majority of the endorsement
of nominations to select the
city to have the membership
of the Interim Board of
Directors of WCM’s organisa-
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ing blindness from the coun-
ry.

A M Zahtruddin Khan. a pa-
tron of the Sandhani National
mmm said the

POU‘PHI!HM u-
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tuation ml'm-thuu:d

this trend could be
used in the removal of -

Blindness is an ordeal. not

.a perchance.” he said and

hoped that the interactions
and deliberations of the work-
shop would come up with
some solutions to the problem

The Planning Minister, in
his speech, announced
posthumous donation of his
two eyes to Sandhanit.

John Jake Riquard stressed
the need for growth of eye

ranks in Bangladesh and other
SAARC countries with donation

‘of eyes from others a

coordinated motivational
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