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S-party demonstration day Sept 3
Arrest Menon-assailants,
Left parties demand

By Staff Correspondent

Different political parties
Thursday demanded the im
mediate arrest of the assailants
of Rashed Khan Menon and a
ban on Jamaat -Shibir Jubo
Command.

Several processions pa-
raded downtown Dhaka voicing
thetr demands.

Central Five-Party Alllance,
Patriotic Democratic Front and

Jattya Samajtantrik Dal (Siraj)
held separate brief rallies and

brought out processions that
p.flﬁﬂ:l the Gulistan. Fulbaria.
Purana Paltan and Press Chub
arcas.

The processions disrupted
the city traffic for some time
in the arcas

Menon was shot and crid
cally wounded by unidentified
assaflants August 17 and 18 now
under treatment at Combined
Military Hospital (CMH).

The Five-Party Alliance held
its in front the GPO. It
was addressed by Alliance
leader and acting Oecgeral
Secret of Workers Party
Haider Akbar Khan Rano who
urged the people to observe
September as
“demonstration day” natfon-
wide.

Thursday was the last day ol
the protest week of the Five-
Party Alllance announced [ol-
lowing the hartal August 20.

Rono saild that there was
plausible prool that the Jubo
Command, the newly-formed
wing Jamaat-Shibir, was in-
volved in the attempt on
Menon but that the govern-
ment had not yet taken any
action against it

Government inaction has
made the people think that
“the government has silent
support for the attackers,”
Rono said adding that "How
could a civilised government
remained silent after a group
had announce lists and started

Malaysia to absorb
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re , the Serbian atrocities
against Muslims in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the new US pres-
sure against Iraq, the role of
the Non-Align Movement
(NAM), possible cooperation
between SAARC and ASEAN
and his country's role in the
Third World. '

On the fate of a quarter of a
milltlon Rohingya Muslim
refugees encamped In
Bangladesh he said that

Malays uld continue o
lﬂpﬁfi% to ensure their

sale and voluntary repatriation.

He said Myanmar (Burma)
should not have any problem in
imvolving the United Natfons

Hifh Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in the
repatriation process as it had

promised that the returnees
would not be persecuted.

Asked if Malaysia would
formally propose to Myanmar
to involve the UNHCR in the
process he said: "1 think we
will have opportunities to talk
to them. We will be happy to
talk about it.” However, he said
the repatriation cannot be
done overnight. It would take
some time.

Replying on the US policy
towards |raq vis-a-vis the Ser-
bians in Bosnia Datuk Abdullah

promptly said: “This is cer-
I.lh'llypl double standard.” He

said that Malaysia was opposed
to any more siern aclions
against [raq. "We have sup-
ported the UN during the Gull
War and | think that's enough

for us. There should be no
more satern action againslt
Iraq...ne more war againsl
iraq.

The Malaysian Foreign Min-
jster sald that the current
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to be implemented by the Lo-
eal Government Engineering
Bureau (LOED).

The RD-9 component was
for employment gencration
and poverty alleviation to be

implemented by BRDB.
Sources said that the RD-8

component of the p had
hunpn-uncn-fully u“r:t:::nud
and that the project was on
the verge of a take-ofl the
credit lihe operation would

have begun under the RD-9
component.

said that as the
money under RD-9 was being
delayed. the government had,
from Its own fund, provided
about Taka 60 lakhs as credit

———

killing."

He also refterated the other |

demands of the Alllance in-
chuding removal of the Home
Minister

A number of Alllance lead
ers were present at the rally

The Patriotic Democratic
Front (PDF) at its rally called
for a solid unity of all the

democratic and progressive
pnﬂ}n: partics Lo nﬁ the na-

tion of the 'alarming situation
now prevailing

Addressing the rally in front
of the CPB olfflice in the aflter
noon, the DPF leaders alleged
that such a situation had been
created due to continued ter
rorism unleashed by the anti
Liberation and fundamentalist
forces and also the govern
ment inaction on the issue

The mlly was organised on

the conc day of a protest

week obse to protest the
murder of CPB leader Ratan
Sen in Khulna, the bid on the
Workers Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon, and also to de-
mand removal of the Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-

dhury.
‘gfmlrtd by Samyabadi Dal
leader Dilip Barua, the rally

|
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Prime Minister

in the SSC examinations of 1992 at the Osmany Memorial Hall yesterday.

From Page | Col 4
next dry scason that begins

mid-November or early
December.

But the delegates debated

. on a major point — the ways

was also addressed by CPB |

General Secretary Nurul [slam
Nahid, National Awami Party
(NAP) leader
Ahmedur Rahman Azmi and
Gana Azadi League leader
Abdus Samad.

Maclana |

and means to augment water
flows reaching Farakka, con-
tinually on the decline, during
dry scasons.

The Indians stuck to their
old stance — the link canal
concept. while the Bangladesh
oflicials insisted on investigat-
ing into all possible options in-
cluding bringing in Nepal into

' the scenario. Over the years,

Nurul Islam Nahid held the |

Jamaat-Shibir-Freedom Party
responsible for the continued
terrorism and accused the
government of encouraging
terrorists by not taking action
against them.

The rally was followed by a
procession that paraded the
city streets,

The JSD (Siraj) held its
rally in front of the party oflice
at Bangabandhu Avenue.

problems in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina called for a political solu-
tion. “Unless the aggression
against Bosnian Muslims ends
there will be more victims of
the conflict. We welcome
sending of reliel to the
victims, but the aggression
must end first so that the

assistance does nol
bottomless pit,” he /

He told a questioner that he

was optimistic about the future
of NAM. The Non-Aligned
Movement, he said, would con-
tinue to provide a political
platform
countries. Though there would
be emphasis on economic is-
sue, the NAM still had many
political issues to deal with.

He believed that the SAARC
and the ASEAN regional
groups had potentials for mu-

tual cooperation. He said that |

Malaysia wanted to see SAARC

develop as a forum even

stronger than ASEAN. He re-
ferred to a that would
grant observer’'s status to
SAARC and ASEAN in each
other's forum.

Asked abou!l the Malaysian
stand on the Kashmir dispute
between India and Pakistan
Datuk Abdullah said his coun-
try wanted the two countries
to solve their problems in ac-
cordance with the OIC
(Organisation of Islamic Con-

ference] policy.

more

or the developing |

the two countries have quar-
relled over this issue,
Bangladesh suggests that
reservoirs be built in Nepal to
conserve monsoon water while
India speaks of a canal linking
the Brahmaputra with the

. Ganges.

UNB adds: "We have made
progress in our talks ... I'm sat-

. islied with the outcome of my

lua_
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Datuk Abdullah denfed a |

suggestion that Malaysia
aspires to become a leader of
the Third World countries.
"We don’'t aspire to become
leader of any other country.
[3ut we believe we have a right

to speak loud and clear on any
issue. This {s our oral respon-

sibility.” he said.
Editorial Page -4
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EC-govt discord

among the target group mem-
bers. This credit operation
also had a good recovery, they
sadd.

However, the EC had made
a mid-term evaluation of the
five year long project January
this year and showed that the
RD-9 component would not be
cost effective under BRDB su-
pervision. '

The EC had also suggested
cancellation of the existing
procedure and implementa-
tion of RD-9 thro NGOs.

Sources said that the gov-
ernment felt that this switch
over of the project to the
NGOs would diminish {ts role
in poverty alleviation to a great
exient.

visit,” Indian Minister Shukla
told reporters at the airport
prior to his departure for New
Delhi ending his three-day
visil

Replying to a question about
the necessity of setting up the
Secretary-level committee sin-
ce such committee had wor-
ked ecarlier, Shukla said the
new committee was given
power, terms and condition
with specific guidelines to
evolve an equilable and amica
ble solution of the problem.

To a question on the link
canal proposal for augmenta-
tion of the flow of the Ganges,
the Indian Minister said the
commitiee will “examine van-
ous suggestions and find out a
proper solution of the prob-
lem.*

He replied in the negative
when a correspondent asked
about the possibility of the in-
volvement of Nepal in the pro-
cess of a long-term solution ol
the water issue.

Shukla expressed his
dissatisfaction over the reports
appeared in some Dhaka
dailtes that other issues are
also being connected with the
issue of water. "We only

Moscow to close

mission 1n Kabul

KABUL. Aug 27: Rebel fight-
ers blasted the Russian
Embassy with 14 rockets on
Thursday, wounding two peo-
ple and prompting Moscow to
announce it will close the mis-
sfon, reports AP.

The barrage was part of
flerce fighting in the capital
that flared after two days of
relative calm between lorces
supporting the interim
Islamic government and a
renegade guerilla faction en-
trenched outside the city.

Shortly after the assault, the
government announced a tem-
porary  ccasce-lire

Water sharing formula

discussed the sharing of water
and nothing else”, he said.

Asked if the -level
committee would be able to
find out a formula before the
next dry season, he avoided a
direct answer but said both the
sides will try to take steps so
that h could get rd
of undue hardship during the
lean :

The ministerial-level meet-
ing. Shukla said. will be held
after every six months o mon-
ftor the progress of the
Secretary-level meeting.

Echoing the sentiment of
his Indian counterpart, Bangla
desh delegation leader Majid
ul H spid, "1 feel we're
utld’lzj with the progress.”

This time both the sides
examined the issue from a
"completely new angle” in line
with the joint declaration of
the two Prime Ministers in
New Delhi in last May.

“This meeting is the first
step towards a greater achie
vement in future”. Haq said

In reply to a question. he
said. "You can't expect removal
of all differences within 24
hours “ The Ba sh side
tried o convince the Indian
side about the hardship the
country faces in dry season and
“The Indian side appreciated
our problems”, he added.

Haq expressed his opti-
mism about a possible under
standing on the sharing of the
Ganges water before the next
dry scason
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Dhirendra Chandra Mitra, an exponent of N
of Nazrul's family laying wreaths at the poet's mazar yesterday.

Nazrul
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University Prof Maniruzzaman
Miah accompanied by the
leachers, students and offi-
cials placed wreaths at the
mazar at about 7 anm. They also
offered fateha and prayed for

the salvation of his departed |

soul,

Bangladesh Shilpakala Aca-
demy organised a discussion
meeting Thursday evening on

| the occasion of the death an-

. Shgﬁbuddin
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niversary. The meeting pre-
sided over by the Director
General of the academy Mob-
arak Hossain Khan was ad-
dressed, among others, by Dr
Mohammad Maniruzzaman,
Poet Al Mahmud and

Ahmed.
fer in the morning the

Shilpakala Academy laid
wreaths ‘at his mazar and of-
fered [ateha.

Bangla Academy organised
a similar programme at the
'‘Batomul’ of the academy. The
programme presided over 'by
Mahbubul Alam Chowdhury
was addressed among others
by Dr Karunamo! Goshwami
and Profl Khondoker Sirajul

Hug.
%nzrul Institute organised a

discussion mecting, staged a
drama and conducted a work-

shop on Nazrul Sangeet for the

trainees. Earlier in the morn-
ing it placed wreaths at the
mazar of the poet beside the
Dhaka University Central
Mosque. .

Nazrul Academy organised
a discussion meeting and cul-
tural function Thu at the
auditorium of the Institution
of Engineers, Bangladesh
(IE,B) to observe the death an-

niversary.
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Pay dues in time
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forward.

Saifur said for this reason
the size of the Annual Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) would
also have to be expanded.

The Finance Minister said
that the ADP which was only
about 11 per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) could
be expanded upto 14 to 15 per
cent with another three per
cent contribution from the
private sector.

Saifur expressed the opti-
mism that this year's ADP tar-
get might by achieved as works
in different sectors had started
since the beginning of the fis-
cal year.

As the size of the govern-
ment is still big, the minister
said, it is necessary to impose
m_ ;
“We will squeeze the role of
the government and encourage
the private sector in the de-
velopment process,” he said
adding that this would also
lower the demand for more
taxes by the government.

He said evading taxes while
becoming vocal for develop-
ment is a phenomenon In all
societies. This tendency will
have to be reversed for the
sake of an organised society,
he added.

He said VAT was a progres-
sive taxation system mtfﬁcw
options for evasion and
pointed out that VAT exemp-
tion can not be allowed as it
would give rise to distortion
in the system.

Satfur further said that em-

| ployment generation and re-

_uid

duction of dependency on for-
eign aid nceded increased in-
vestment. Resource generation
through taxes was also impor-
tant in view of the low savings
rate in the country.

The minister said country's

vi was only aboul six per
c!:ntn%sf the GDP with whE:cl.]

another six per cent of money
inflow from outside i{s added to
make the percentage 12 per
cent. "But this would not do for
development,” the minister
announced. If 20 per cent of
the GDP has to be invested
then this will have to be done
through either foreign invest-
ment or by imposing tax, he

1':hc minister said the mcic!-
economic environment of the

country would have to be im-
pro and the process of
democracy must be sustained

for greater private sector In-
vestment. He said a clean and
proper political atmosphere
must be maintained also lor at-
tracting foreign investment.

The function was also ad-
dressed among others by Dr
AKM Moshiur Rahman, Secre-
tary, Internal Resources Divi-
sion and Chairman, National
Board of Revenue (NBR), MSI
Choudhury, Member, NBR and
AKA Firoze Noon, Convenor,
Sick Industries Seclection
Committee.

Dr Moshiur Rahman said
VAT had hardly had any ad-
verse effect on the prices of
commodities. He said i the
producers and traders main-
tained proper accounts, VAT
would be no worry for them.

4+

Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a reception arranged for the meritorious students who secured

S Fibphs |

PM: Terrorism
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ucational programmes for
youths. The present govern-
ment wants to turn Bangladesh
into a modern developed
country, she added.

She emphasised the need
for nourishing and groomin
up talents to keep pace wi
the f[ast changing world
through innovation and adop-
tion of suitable technology.

The Prime Minister said
the government attached im-

| portance lo vocational and

technical education 10 make
education production-orfented
and advised the students to
utilise the expanded opportu-
nity.

Describing the meritorfous

students as the best resource
of a country, she said no nation

B e ——

can prosper without giving |

importance to merits and tal-
ents.

She recalled Shaheed
President Zia's evaluation ol
the country’'s meritorious stu-
dents and said he mixed with

tism.

Education Minister Barris-
ter Jamiruddin Sircar in his
address called upon the stu-
dents to help eradicate terror-
ism and illiteracy from national
life.

State Minister for Educa-
tion Principal Mohammad
Yunus Khan called for every-

. body's participation in the gov-

| ernment's development

pro-

' them freely and took them |
' abroad to raise their patrio-

grammes Including those In |

the education sector.
Ministers, MPs, guardians,

! tcachers and chairmen of the

[our education boards were

- lprucntnnlhtm

Hasina
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. | capability and efliciency .

The Opposition leader al-
leged administrative officials

who take legal action against

' | those belonging to the ruling

party were being victims ol
transfer or loss of job. "The ol-

fenders, if belong to the ruling

| party, are set free following

phone calls.”

Having failed to face the
Opposition politically, accord-
ing to Hasina, the rmnment

was taking recourse to a "hated
policy™ of inciting terrorism

across the country.
Reiterating her demand for

| ' repeal of the Indemnity Ordi--

nance, she said such an
“infamous” law cannot be in-
corporated with a Constitution
in a civilised nation.

“The Indemnity Ordinance
must go, for the sake of

. democracy, rule of law and
| justice,” she asserted. -
The Awami League chief |

said although parliamentary
democracy had been restored,
BNP was [ollowing the foot-
print of the ousted autocracy
without any respect for demo-
cratic norms and practice,

Backing out from the objec-
tives of the anti-autocracy
movement and commitment to
the people, Hasina alleged, the
government party was now in-
dulging in making fortune by
cqrrupt means turning the
country bankrupt.

Shareholders
demand

restructuring
of DSE

About 1756 small sharehold-
ers of stocks of various compa-
nies have demanded the re-

Exchange Ltd, keeping in view
the importance of share mar-
ket for industrialisation of the
country, reports BSS.

In an appeal to the Prime
Minister, the share holders
further demanded that the
restructuring should incorpo-

.| rate two elements — dropping

the old and inactive members
and induction ol new ones.

They also referred to the
initiative taken by a group of
industrialists and members of
the business cummunlll‘y for
opening another stock ex-
cﬁ:np‘nnd sajd the move was
timely and deserved the atten-
tion of the government.

It has become all the more
essential to restructure the
Dhaka Stock Exchange i per-
mission is not accorded for

another stock exchange, they
observed.
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India denounces Pak move to

raise Kashmir issue at NAM

NEW DELHI,

Aug 27: India denounced today Pakistan's

decision to raise the Kashmir issue at the upeoming sammit

of the Non-

Movement (NAM) at Jakarta

Minister of State for External Affatrs Eduarde Faleiro

described Islamabad's move as "unfortunate and

told reporters that NAM was only a forum for “issues
concerning the movement as a whole.” reports AFP.

WEU to consider naval
blockade of Serbia

LONDON, Aug
Western Eu

27: Defence and foreign ministers of the
Upion will consider a full naval blockade of
Serbia at a London meeting on Friday

The nine-nation

grouping will also chart ways o assist humanitarian aid
deliveries in war-torn Bosnia. a spokeswoman said, reports

Reuter.

——-——-———-————-——-—-—*ﬁ

Student-police clash
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released alter first add.

Those admitted to the
DMCIl were : Abul Basher,
Sagar. Shuvva and

Besides, Mohammad Azad
Slkder, a student of Barisal BM
College and Raj. a Dhaka
College student, were also ad-
mitted with grape-shot
woninds.

Several other students of
the college were sent to the
PG Hoapital, according to the
wilnesses.

They said that the Dhaka
College students brought out
the procession at about 1] am
and 1t was halted by police
when it came near the Baku
Shah Market near Nilkhet in
the capital.

During an altercation with
police officials, a group of stu-
dents broke the police barrt-
cade and set ablaze one restau-
runt and three book stalls in
the market. Several shops and
a petrol pump were also dam-

Police then resorted o ba-
ton charges and broke up the
procession.

The students angered at the

US warplaneé
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would be provided dafly start-
ing Friday.

Hall also said that at least
40 Iraqgi ts had been moni-
tored north of the 32nd paral-
lel. -
Before the deadline, an ex-
timated 1,000 Iragis demon-
strated in downtown Baghdad

to protest the ban. They
shouted "Down with Bush!
* Down with m!”

They waved swords and a
sign in English that read: "We
will fight back with or without
blood.”

No incidents were reported
immediately alfter the ban took
effect. but Iraqs ambassador to
Belgium. Zaid Haidar, said
Thursday that lraq would con-
tinue to send air patrols to
protect its interests below the
32nd parallel.

"Our planes are not in a
combat mission but they have
to overfly this area. II the
others [the Western allies)
want to try to not allow them,
they are provoking an inci-
dent.” Haidar said.

In addition, a senior Iraqi
official suggested Thursday
that Baghdad might stop com-
plving with other UN resolu-
tions. The official safid there
was no longer room for com-
promise.

Iraq declared on state-run
Baghdad radio that the ban on
its own airspace is "aggressive,
fllegal and unjust.”

"We maintain our right to
deal with this aggressive deci-

' sjon in due time and with the

appropriate methods.” the ra-

. dio declared.

It appealed to Iraq's 17 mil-
lion people to resist the
“vicious Zionist-imperialist en-
emy.”

The Iraqi statement indi-
cated that Iragi President
Saddam Hussein could order
his forces, still formidable de-
spite mauling in last year's
Gulf War, to take action against
US aircraft seeking to protect
the outgunned and outnum-

. bered. rebels fighting in the

i
|
1

structuring of the Dhaka Stock |

southern marshlands.

The radio statement was is-
sued after a meeting of the
ruling Revolutionary Command
Council in chaired by
Saddam and echoed defiant
talk by Iraqi Ileaders
Wednesday.

RMCH doctors,
employees

extend deadline

RAJSHAHI, Aug 27: Doctors
and employees of Rﬂ']lhlhi
Medical College Hospital today
extended the deadline and
warned they would resign en
masse if their demands were
not met by Sunday, reportis
UNB.

The RMCH doctors and
employees who went on strike
Tuesday night in instant
protest against the attack on a
doctor resumed their duties
this afternoon following a
meeting with the local admin-
istration.

But they decided to observe
two-hour token strike from
tomorrow (Friday) till Sunday
to press their demands.

. ether shopping

police assault be.;n stoning
them. Several cocktails were

blasted during the clash.

Panic gripped the whole
area and shops in New Market,
Causia. Elephant Road and

down their shutters.

People ran for their lives in
all directions and traffic came
to a halt in the New Market
arca as the pitched battles
continued till 4 pm. Many
shops were also re
looted at the time. w"

A student procession at-
tacked the market at about 12-
30 pm. It was pushed back
into the college premises by
the police.

Police lobbed at least 25
tear gas cannisters inside the
eollege campus to quell the
processionists,

Grape-shot was also used
during the period, witnesses
sanicl,

Students retaliated with
two shots from, sawed-ofl guns
and hurled two petrol bombs
on police.

Chases and counter-chases
between the police and the
students continued till 2 in the
alternoon.

At about 3 pm. a privale car
was torched by people near
the Science Laboratory cross-
ing in the area while many
others were stoned.

All roads in the area re-
mained closed till late at night
while paramilitary Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) patrolled them.
Business transactions and
shopping remained closed for
the day.

Two students were
up by the police and later set

free,

Our DU Correspondent re-
ported: Dhaka College
Students’ Union (DCSU])

Thursday demanded eviction
of the Nilkhet-Bakushah
Hawkers' Market and also de-
manded arrest of the killers of
Farhad Hossain immediately.

The DCSU leaders at a
press conference held at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday said
that the police attacked and
baton charged a mourning
procession of the students and
teachers of the Dhaka College
without any cause. The leaders
termed the police attack
heinous.

The leaders demanded trial
of the policemen involved in
the attack within 24 hours.

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
College All Party Student
AlHance in a statement con-
demned the killing and de-
manded immediate arrest of
and excmplary punishment to
the killers involved.

New home
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formed in the message.

Momen, president of the
Boston-based 'Committee for
Democratic Bangladesh™ and the
director of the ‘America-
Bangladesh Friendship Socie-
ty". took up the cause of helping
the stranded Bangla-deshi
children after seeing a photo-
story published in the Boston
Globe newspaper on April 2.

He approached Willard of
Friends of Bangladesh to help
rehabilitate the children to
which she readily agreed and
was also instrumental in gar-
nering support for the NGO to
gain custody of the children.

In the faxed message,
Momen noted that many people
showed concern and sympathy
after the news was published in
several US newspapers and that
150 school children in Cape
Cod, Massa-chusetts even raised
funds for rehabilitating the
Bangladeshi children.

However, he lamented that
Biman Bangladesh Afrlines did
not even bother to reply to a
request to help in the air pas-
sage of the stranded children.

BMA
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resist this terrorism.

He alleged that a section of
influential people resorted to
terrorism when they failed to
realise undue and fllegal advan-
tages from the hospitals.

He said that ff e
measures were not taken to
ensure safety of the doctors on
duty then t would be com-
pelled te take greater pro-
grammes to press | de-
mands.

Vice President of BMA Profl
Dr A M Bhutyan and other of-

fice bearers of the organisa-
tion were present.



