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cuumed every morning
The vineyards lie thick

x

with grapes this autumn. Snug
villas nestle along the lakestde.

For 700 ycars Switzerland has
carcfully built itself into an
cconomic fortress of pros-
perity and untouched security,
Snowy mountains And financial
heaven, cleanliness and peace;
not a ripple disturbs the
smooth surface of public
Switzerland. As is inevitable in
history, the less fortunate are
hmckinﬁ on the door.

But big waves are in the
making in Paradise. An ugly
word, Racism, is forcing its
way to the forelront. In the
pasl two years, some 20 physi-
cal attacks on foreigners have
the nation shaking its head
and muttering.

Cloistered, wary ol out-
siders, self-absorbed: yes. But
violently racist ? The Swiss are

surpriscd at themselves. “it's
always been beneath the sur-.
faee; it just needed a larger
and more visible number of
immigrants to spark it off,"
says Picrre-Herve Frelechoz, a
student of public administra-
tion. ,

The increasing flow of
would-be refugees, Kurdish,
Tamil, North African, are
lodged in government shelters
till their refugee status can be
determined. The shelters are
the target of most attacks. In
onc incident, angry citizens
scl fire to a shelter, killing
lour people, including two
children. Stabbings are re
ported with increasing fre
quency. Restaurants are
pulling up signs: 'We no longer
scrve Tamils.

Asylum-seckers are at-
tracted by more than Swiss
prosperity. The country's laws
and the international conven.
tions to which it is a party both

ILENT are the temples,
S courts, and colonnades;
gone the rulers,
priests, and sacrificial victims:
gone the artisans and builders:
gone those humbler folk whose
unremitting toil alone made all
this pomp and pageantry
El‘::k — back te Mother
. enshrouded by the
living green of trees and  hues
of flowers. .

But of a moonshine night,
standing on the lofty
before the palace of the Indian
kings, breezes whispering
trough the trees bring stirring
tales of other days, other men,
other deeds.

Civilization is the product of
various races and cultures
Cwilization is a vast thing.
Many tribes, many races. Many
cultures met here: sciences.
technology sprang at the peak,
of course. related 1o time.
Civilization acted like the light
in the mist of the d#rkness
This is the hallmark of modern
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HE streets really are va-

bind the state to individually
asscssing each case. The for-
malities take months, some-
times years.‘In the meantime,
Swiss authorities provide
pocket-money, food, lodging,
and the chance of employ-
ment. Few nations have such
extensive humanitarian provi-
sions. .

As a result of the lengthy
procedure, asylum-scekcers
have a lot of time to kill. "They
just sit around, they're lazy,”
complains a municipal worker,
reflecting a typical reaction. If
they, manage to get jobs on the
unskilled market, they are re-
sented for taking away cm-
ployment from citizens. "For
the refugees, it's a no-win situ-
ation,” comments Pascal
Pascherel, a journalist.

For France, England, or the
USA, the scenario is well-
known. But for Switzerland,
the problem is new and some-

what different. The outsider
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Conlinuity and Change
asylum seekers.

of suspicion. Penettaling soctal ; .

barriers is discou
army of United Nations and
other diplomatic officials
posted in Geneva live in segre-
gated splendour from the locil
populace. "It's difficult 1o makc
Swiss friends,” 1s an oft-hcard
complaint. :

The newsmagazine L
Hebdo” calls it "the social
apartheid on which
Switzerland is based.” For the
thousands of refugees trying
lo make a home, prejudice is
cven stronger due 1o economic
and linguistic obstacles. In ad
dition, the number of asylum-
scckers is Increasing at a time
when [rustrations are mount
ing in the country.

Unemployment is more

widcspread than ever before
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chine blankets much of Lhe
unwelcome truth, homeless-
ness is becoming too visible to
hide. Drugs are debilitating a
large portion of the younger
generation. The population is
aging: another [actor in the
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Though an all- sceing stale ma- .

- Large backlogs of pending

-
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rise of intolerance. The retired
and soon-to-retire gencrations
are to be a huge economic
burden on an ill-prepared
youth. Prices arc up, the ccon-
omy is down. For the first time
in history, Swiss banks arc lay-

Love is the Law We Obey,
Our Conscience Wins

lirst to accept the new and
even now they retained the
flexibility of spirit to accept
and invent the new.”

Tagore's remarks on Indian
civilization and espectally on

Bengal was not an exaggeration
of the history From Asoka to
the Palas, at least 1300 years
of Buddhist rule marked
Bengal as the forerunner of the
South-East Asian civilization.
As the Aryans were thought to
be barbarians when they in-
vaded India, so the Indian in-
habitants beyond Aryandom
fell under the same prejudicr.
But, gradually. as the skills of
various aces, mainly Aryans
and non-Aryans, emerged
within a single civilization: as
the racial discrimination de-
creased due to outbreeding:
India once saw an en-
lighicned civilization through
Ramayana and Mahabharata, as
the Greek saw the Homeric
Age.

Though Aryan civilization
marked the neo-Indian era, i
toe much religious.
Whereas, Bengal seems more
material and it revealed some

of the prt-.ﬁn.n civilization of
Harappa Mohenjo Daro,
So, Bengal was the paradise for
the infidels; a peace land of
‘Banalata Sen’. who saw the
debris of religion and the out-
crics of the caste system
within the Aryan civiltzation.

While Bengal etvilization
essed by the various
of different races. the

Aryan civilization got the
harshest blow ({rom the

Messenger of Peace In India,
Gautama Buddha, who was
born in 556 B.C. and founded
Buddhism. On the later cvi-
dence of Hiuen Tsang who vis
ited Samatat in 635 AD, it
scems that the stupa of Vasu
Vihara near Pundranagara
(recent Mahasthan) was con
structed during Asoka's reign
He also wrote that Buddha
preached in Pundranagara for
three months. From the indi
rect evidence it may be sur.
mised that Pundranagara was
probably the oldest urban cen
ter in Bangladesh, and dates
back to at least 6th century 1C.
The domination of Buddhism
at least from Asoka to Palas,
shows that the pure Hinduism
never found any way in Bengal
In about 8th eentury AD, a
new, energetic and fresh force
appeared in Bengal through
sca. And, as Bengal always wel-
comed everything new, this
time there was no exception
Hence, a new civilization may
be better than old Buddhism,
more material than any other
religion, open and leass ortho-
dox and burdensome and
weighted, came to and
suited with its soft mud which
never held any grandeous
monument or temple.

In 1345 Bengal was visited
by a famous Egyptian traveller
Ibn-Batuta. He came to meet
with the Muslim saint Shah
Jalal. who settled in Sylhey,
Sufism had developed within
islam at that pertod. The ma
terialist Islam turned in 10 the
idealist nature dertved f(rum

WAvikSaanahman

Hinduism and Buddhism
(Yoga). The religious synthesis
caused many peoples conver-
sion in 1o Islam. For exampie,
Jalaluddin Shah (reigned
1417-31), the son of raja
Ganesh (a Hindu king). This Is
the rnature of Bengal Always
non-communal. Whoever came
o Bengal found himaelfl mixed
up with fts mud and water As
Ibn Batuta himselfl remarks
Dozokhpoy Az Niamat™ — the
Bicssed Hell Even, when the
secds of destruction of the
Mughals were fertilized by
Aurangzeb's intolerance, we
find an interesting character
gave DBengal a thirteen years
peace. The man was Murshid
Quli Khan (r1714-27); though
he had an unimpeachable
‘Pathan' name, he was the son
of a Brahmin brought up as a
Muslim. And the importance of
Jagat Seth (Hindu banker) to
Sirajuddaula (the last Nawab of
Bengal] ts well known.

The Mughals were great
builders, but Bengal severely
restricted their genius. There
is little stone at hand and the
mighty rivers flood almost ev-
ery other year. The luxuriant
vegetation swallows up what-
ever is neglected only a few
seasons. And while the meu-
soleum provided a fusion of
Hindu -Mushlim tradition in the
other parts of India, Bengal
came up with a ncw idea hut
based upon a lundamental the
ological assumption that goes
back 1o the earlies!t Vedas
that there s & hnrnu]i,“ b
iween sound

and reallty

from S Bari in Geneva

ing ofl employees they can no
longer aflord 0 pay.

Looming over this emcrging

rceession is the spectre of
Uniled Europe. A strong cco-
nomic bloc will surround

Swilzerland, which relies f[or

Sounds have spiritual signifi-
cance. They can function not
merely as metaphors. Bul as
direct links with the sacred
realm.

The highest cult of religious
synthesis got its momentum in
the 16th century in Bengal by
Sri Caitanya. Al Basham, in his
Encyclopaedia Britanica arti-
cle. "History of Hinduism”,
states that "wieh its discour-
agement of ritualism, its
Il.ronf cthical emphasis and its
joyful expresaive method of
worship, the Caitanya move-
ment affected the whole life
of Bengal, and was not without
influence in other parts of
india.” Indeed it was. And now,
the world culture of modern
popular music could be seen as
the product of the Caftanya
movement i we just look at its
strong ethical emphasts, which
taught us brotherhood and the
love of man for man with an In-
lensity of the slogan — “love is
the only law we obey”, and its

ful and expressive method
of worship: the 'Kirtan' with
dancing through the streets of
the towns and villages. Within
this Caitanya chanting one
perhaps feels release
from all the tofls and worries
of the world and 1s carried off
in to a higher sphere. Henece,
to the modern man, this
dancing and
become a consolation.

This Bhakti or C de-
votion through love is the basic
nature of the cultyral devel-
opment in Bengal. From vil
o eily, from rural’'mass ln::
urban people from Lalon to
Tagore, there are influenced of
this Caftanya movement.

Nevertheless, this move-
ment caused a terrible panic
within the British government
And the ‘Apple of Discord
came, as usual, from without. It
was Warren Hestings' Divide
and Rule policy that rates
law for the Hindus and the
Muslims basced on the '‘Many

singing has

born in ﬂ"; yilage
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trading income on neighbour-
ing European nations, Afte
scveral years of iffing
butting, the tiny mountain na-

tion I8 going to ask for EC

membership.
The dark-skinned, alien
asylum-secker is cas{ly blamed

for the symptoms of economic

malaise, The extensive screen-

ing guaranticed by Swiss law to

the incomers is considered by
many to be cumbersome.
“France deals with a hundred
limes as many immigrants as
we do, but they have a simpler
process. We must trim down
this monstrous apparatus,”
says Philippe Bender, a legisla-
tor who has been very outspo-

ken on the issue. The process

costs the Swiss taxpayer mil-
lions, money that 64 per cent
of the

better spent on the unem-

ployed or the handicapped.

However, according to the
Department of Justice and
Police, changing the process
would be a violation of the hu-
man rights of the potential
refugees. More importantly,
Switzerland "does not want to
be first country to rencge on
the Gencva Conventjon on asy-
lum,” says a spokesman. The
fact that the USA is doing just
that leaves the Swiss unfazed.

The asylum-seckers are
competing for jobs with the
least-favoured section of the
population, unskilled labour-
ers. This competition fuels
racial prejudice. As some asy-
lum-seekers are fakes,
gcneralizations are ecasy o
make. "You also have to
remember that thesc $people

is located, §

- One_aight ten months

Samhita’ and .the 'Quran’.
Hence, the British established
Communalism’' which was
alien to the people of i

. And in 19085, when the
Swadeshi (the national libera-
tion] movement became more
vigorous and reached its peak,

the British divided Bengal,
through fanning religious dis-
cord between Hindus and
Muslims, in to fwo indepen-
dent provinces, well-known as
Banga-Vanga. The British pa-
tronized a new political party,
Muslim , and the power
of political economy started to
work as they wished. the
GCordian Knot was cut by the
British mment, and on
August 15th 1947, the do-
mintons of India and Pakistan
came in to thetr inheritance.

- But someone laughed behind

the scenel

Independence meant the
partition of Bengal. Two-thirds
of the province of and
most of the Sylhet district of
Assam became the of
East Bengal or East Pakistan
within Pakistan. Within a year
Hr::nli nationalism was agi
tated when Urdu was declared
the only national language of
Pakistan Langu moveme nit
in 1952 was, al first, uncom
prehensible 1o the Pakistant
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people think would be

through very
hazardous routes to get here,
They are tough, clever, and
courageous. They don't

about hang-dog. They're not
humble and begging which In

how we would like them to
bey” says a church-worker in a
shelter, f

Self-eonfidence does not
down well with the louz
Shivering refugees in sheliers
arc casier o deal with than
men and women who “min!
who begin to act “like us.”

When the government deeided
to relocate newly-accep
refugees to the Uny town
Olivone, the citizens opened &
petition. In a few days, two-
thirds of the 2000 wwnspeo-
ple had signed against the
move. It is clear that the gov-
ernment intends o go ahcad,
it is equally clear that racist vi.
olence will soon crupt in
Olivone.

What Switzerland nceds is
quotas such as those of France
and the USA. A heartening sign
for any-racism groups in the
country is that 58 pcr cent

ple polled did not want sc-

tion or quotas to be bhased
on racial or geographical ertte.
ria. For progressives in the
government, thal is indication
that the humanitArian tradi
tions of their nation still pro
vide cause to celebrate
Switzerland's 701st birthday
this year. Switzerland will have
to find a way to spend its
monecy more elfliciently while
not jeopardising the human
rights of the people wanting in
at the door. Its reputation and
peace of mind are at stake
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rulers, because of its unique-
ness. Nowhere else the world
had seen such a movement
based on languages. But Bengnal
k new what she wanted
"Language is as old as con-
sciousness.” Language, like
consciousness, s an awareness
of the immediate sensible en-
vironmen! and of the connec-
tion with other persons and

' things outside the individual

who Is becoming self-con-
scious. Langu movement
rrnﬂded Bengal a new love,
tke the sun rising over the
mountain top.

Increasing economic dis-
parity between East and West
Pakistan led to the growth of
the movement for autonomy,
The role of Calcutta was taken
over by Karachi, and hungry
Bengal continued to provide
fo for the nourished
Pakistan. This economic as
well as racial diserimination
and above all the spirit of non-
communalism enhanced the
movement for independence
and when the Pakistan army
attacked the civilan popula-
tion on March 26th, 1071, the
birth of a new nation was con-
firmed

After the Liberation War,
the cohort that was borm on
the dawn of the |18th

has a
Bengal. though no bigger than
a man's hand, and obviously
has created some confusions.
Golam Azam, Zamaat-¢-Islamd,
Nirmul
Adalat’, and so called' Datim

December, 1971, never sufl-
fered the psychological de-
pression of the religious fa-
naticism. Even, despite his
support or effort, HM Ershad
failed to provoke it, when the
anti-Ershad movement
reached fts peak in 1990

But now again a dark cloud’
ppeared in the sky of

Committee, UGana

Babus' have gained the ground;

far enough at least, to attract’
the of our newspa-
pers.

However, we must not hq

confused; we have a clear his-,
torical perspective.
Asam. lssue” was never and is

not

el g
are n{nl;cmt: dispute,
lhronlx ning the religious
ties, must know their destiny,
And when no less a
than the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, Begum Khaleda
Zia, was asked
porter about her leclings being
a woman leader, how boldly,
she said, “We are not funda

mentalista " Our consclousness
wins

"Golam

this is &

prrason

a CTNN re-



