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Co-operation with Malaysia

In general terms, Bangladesh and Malaysia have
always talked about prospects in their bilateral
relat in an optimistic mood, but, more often
than not, fell short of adopting concrete mea-
sures for fulfilling these p ts. True, Malaysia
has provided jobs to Bangladeshis, semi-skilled
workers as well as to well-qualified members of
technical professions. In returm, Malaysia has re-
tained the balance of trade In its favour vis-a-vis
Bangladesh, as part of its largely successful world-
wide drive in economic expansion.

A close look at the scenario would convince
experis that it has been the lack of a strong polit-
ical will on the part of both Dhaka and Kuala
Lumpur as well as the absence of an eflective
mechanism that slowed down the process of giv-
ing co-operation between the two countries the

thrust.

The just-concluded visit here the Mala n
Foreign Minister, Datuk Abdullah bin Haji ed
Badawi has done much in giving the bilateral re-
lations between Dhaka and Kuala Lumpur the
right direction, with identification of areas for fu-
ture co-operation. Here, of course, the most im-

nt outcome of Datuk Abdullah's visit has

n the establishment of the Bangladesh-
Malaysia Jaoint Commission (JC) which held its
first meeting here last week, with the second
meeting due next year in Kuala Lumpur. The JC
has focused its attention on a whole range of ar-
eas which offer prospects for expansion. They
cover joint industrial ventures and investment,
co-operation in banking. shipping services, the
establishment of palm tree plantation projects in
Bangladesh, expansion of bilateral trade and the
recruitment of manpower from here for Malay-
sia's ultural and industrial fields. It is an im-
ressive list mentioned in the agreed minutes of

e high-level discussion between the two sides.

While we must put in our best efforts in the
development of each of these areas, it is impor-
tant to set our priorities right. There is no doubt
that the establishment of joint ventures. with
Malaysia providing the foreign exchange compo-
nent of the capital, should get the immediate at-
tention of JC. It is reported that the visiting For-
eign Minister was impressed what he saw at
the Export Processing Zone (EPZ) in Chittagong
as well as of its potential contribution to the eco-
nomic growth of Bangladesh. It is now up to Ab-
dullah to convince his government that their
country should come into EPZ in a big way.
Malaysia may also play a significant role in con-
vincing other members of the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) that prospects
for fnrr:l%n investment in Bangladesh are just as
good as they are in other countries in Asia, which
are also opening their doors to foreign en-
trepreneurs. In this context, Dhaka should aim at
promoting a special relationship with Kuala
Lumpur in political and economic lields. When it
comes to politics, Malaysia's vocal support for our
position on the Rohingya issue has given our bi-
lateral relations a g boost. This is a good ex-
ample to lollow in other fields.

In spite of many disadvantages which Bangla-
desh, a Least Developed Country (LDC), suflers
from — disadvantages which Malaysia would sure-
ly know — we should try hard to create the right
conditions for expansion of Dhaka-KL coopera-
tion. Here, the private sector in the two countries
has a much bigger role to ]lalay than oflicials in the
two governments. The delegation of the Federa-
tion of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and

Industries (FBCCI) which had a fruitful meeting
with the distinguished visitor must now demons-
trate its initiative in follow-up actions, instead of
waiting for a signal from the government for its
participation in the work of JC. In fact, the FBCCI
should be aggressive enough to be the driving
force behind the expansion of Dhaka-KL ties in
the economic field. It should be the private
sector which should formulate ngrqlects proposals
for JC — not the other way round.

We Salute that Indomitable
" Soirit

Kazi Nazrul Islam has no parallel in the history
of world literature. The proposition may sound
loudly presumptuous. There have been tens of
thousands of very successful writers. Most of
them have been unique people. Still Nazrul was
perhaps uniquely unique. Can we compare him
with Alauddin Khan who also rose to the pan-
theon of artistic gods right from a land-ploughing
family? Perhaps not if any one pursuit is consi-
dered. But judged for his range of activities and
its overall wholesome influence on society, Nazrul
stands stupendously above many, and is easily in
company with those that the avant- garde society
of the Bengalee intellectuals and artists.

But his achievements are not quite why we re-
member him on the occasion of his anniversaries.
This Is perhaps another way of saying that there
are other greater and nobler aspects to his striv-
ings and his being at whole than passes for his
achievements. Let us recall only three more
prominent of those. His was the perfect or ideal
synthesis of the three great strands of culture and
civilisation that contributed to the making of the
ethnico-cultural historical Bengalee. When Bang-
ladesh was born on the plank of Bengalee na-
tionalism, there was much need for a ligure on
which to model Bengaleeness. None other, not
Tagore himsell, qualified better for the role than
Nazrul. And this would continue to be true far
into the future. If Bangladesh thrives as a state,
Nazrul's relevance as representing ideally all that

into the making of a cultured Bengalee will

on lgm\vl :

azrul was the very first man who, being a
writer and composer from the beginning to the
last, nevertheless had an all-in commitment to
discharge his responsibilities to soclety straight
- through politics.

Nazrul was not just a rebel. He was a revolu-
tionary. And like all revolutio he was a vision-
. ary dreamer. And such dreamers cannot but be
lncorrlﬁlblc romantics. Nazrul's romanticism, al-
beit a little too bent on the medieval nostalgia,
found its best expression in his music. The cre-
ator of hundreds of immortal songs, Nazrul how-
ever will perhaps be more remembered as a
fashioner of songs that preserved the Calcutta of
Wajed Ali Shah— the Calcutta which in the early

of the century housed all that was best in a
usand years in the whole of the north of the

subcontinent.
While salu him on his 16th death anniver-
sary we salute the indomitable spirit that made

him as also the ideal Bengalee that he was.

I NDIA S much vaunted
Free press in under
siege
One of the [reest press in

the world s biggest democracy
it is caught in the crossfire be
tween government and rebel
forces In one part of the coun
try and being threatened by
political extremists in another.

In both instances, Indian
Jjournalists are ynder constant
pressure (o either sell out or
risk lile and imb to maintain
their independence.,

The situation seems fronic
al a time when the boundaries
of press f(reedom are being
pushed to the limit. This fs
borme out by the situation in
two Indian states In Kashmir,
media people are under attack
from both government and
militant organisations fighting
for independence as they go
about trying to report on the
cristis which has gripped the
region for some time now.

Anti-government forces
usually seek them out to tell
their own versions ef what is
going on in the troubled re-
gion. Media people are invited
to a clandestine rendezvous at-
tended by so much secrecy
aAnd intrigue to evade detection

by government troops.

With rters’ phone often
tapped aﬂmluvemstm forces
keeping a sharp eye on people
who come Iin contact with
them, journalists arc walking a

tightrope everytime they try to

" arrange or are invited to a

meeting with anti-government
forces. Foreign journalists
seem to have betler access to
the militants

Indian reporters who get
and survive such risky inter-

Indian Press under Siege

views with the militants are
naturally sworn to keep the
rendezvous sile secret. But
they also have to face very un-
happy authorities who are bent
on getting them to reveal the
hide -outs of the militants.

Several newspapers in the
region have already been shut
down, their presses raided and
some members of the staff ar-
rested Others are censored
heavily. Some journalists occu:
pying government-owned flats
were also evicted, apparently
in an effort 1o force them out
ol Srinagar, capital of Jammu
and Kashmir state

. A senior foreign correspon-
dent said, "When you fly to
Kashmir where the extremists
arc kept at bay only by the
Army, you are almost risking
your lfe. Hotels are almost
empty. the once [ashionable
bazars open only for brief
hours when the curfew is not
on. Streets are deserted and,
most of all, reporters are not
welcome. ”

nagar . We are writing at
the point of the gun. The ex-
tremists want us to give in de-
tail all about mment atroc-
ities against Kashmir peo-
ple — how their houses are
searched, their women inter
rogated and their young people

shot. it is an agonising experi-

ence

Living under the gun is not
the only major problem. Jour
nalists also have to sharpen

Prah:hChnndrnwﬁteu&mNewlhllﬂ
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Man
or
persevere

their skills in sifting fact from
fiction. They have to make surc
they are not buying fairy tales
E:l!l: either side which are

th eager o score little
moral or mclmhmlm?hlnry
from the conflict. One side, for
example, would exaggerate the
losses to life and property
while the other would reduce
them to negligible proportions.

While Kashimir-based r-
nalists are dodging bullets,
their collcagues in the south
indian state of Tamil Nadu face
a different challenge alto-

The leader of the near-fa-
natical party, Anna. Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (ADMK),

appears

with the media Jayalalitha, the
Brahmin Chief Minister of
Tamifl Nadu who has been vari-
ously described as a goddess of
fear, a woman Hitler and the
Honourable Revolutionary
Leader (by her followers). is
believed to be behind recent
attacks on newspapers and
magazines which have been
critical of her.

Even before she became
Chief Minister , sup of
her party attacked the news.
paper Murasoll soon afler the
assassination of Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi in May 199)
The offices of the famil

weekly Kumudam were rajded
and another paper, Rajarishi
was forced to close down. The
stall of Nakkeran was hounded

Most recently, a warrant of
arrest against KP Sunil, a
lormer correspondent of the
llustrated Weekly of India, was
issued for a breach of privilege
case involving an article he
wrote claiming the State
Assembly has degenerated
from an intellectual forum into
a combal arena. .

The casc had earlier been
dropped aflter the Privileges
Committec of the ac-
cepted Mr Sunil's explanation
of the incident so the revival of
the charges had been a
surprise.

Observers find a systematic
altempt to intimidate the
press, attack the media as an
institution and silence opposi
tion papers. They also note the
creation of a climate of fear by
goni believed to be working

r the ruling ADMK party

These various incidents
have been taken as very clear
signs that the press in Tamil
Nadu is hardly tolerated by the
present regime

in spite of these, there has
been very little open denunct-
atlon of what is going on.
Northerners think this is
partly because of the gencrally

Why We Can't Win a Position in

HY some nations
make it up to the
peak and some can
never even start the climb has

 been a subject of great debate

for many decades. A number of
reasons have been put forward
by scholars. Some attributed
the growth of a nation's econ-
omy to macro-economic polf-

. cles, others to abundance of

| however,

natural resources and yel
others to management policies
and practices like labour-
management relationships,
Harvard Business School
Professor Michael E Porter in
an article "Why Nations Win" in
World Executive's Digest,
propounded that rea-

. son behind a nation's competi-

tive advantage i{s not some-
thing to be found in a nation's
macro issues. Contrarily, the
compelitiveness tan be ex-
plained by analysing the pro-
ductivity of a nation's “parti-
cular industry or industry
segments.” The question to be
asked is “"Why the value of out-
put of a particular unit of
labour or capital differ among
industries within a nation?"
Porter identified four fac-
tors responsible for this differ-
ence in performance. He

termed the factors together as

‘Diamond” because ‘nations
are most likely to succeed in
industries where the diamond
— a dynamic systermn made up
of the four interacting deter
minanis is the most
favourable.” These determi-
nanis are:

1. Factor conditions: [t
relers to "the inpuls necessary
lo compele in a given indus-
try.” Lack of these factors does
not necessarily hinder growth.
[t may spur innovations, thus
putting the nation in a position
of competitive advantage.

2. Demand conditions: Not
outside demand but demand
within a country (s what
counts. The demand structure
must set gquality over quantity.

3. Related and supporting
industries: An industry needs
other related industries’ sup-
port for its growth.

4. Firm strategy, structure
and rivalry: What is the back-
ground of the personnel who
determine the strategy of the
firms in an industry? Is the
economy f(ree enough to en-
courage competition between
firms? These neced be worked
oulL

According to Porter, the
role of government is “influen-
cing the four determinants.” If

by Sajidur Rahman

uncontrollable events like wars
do not hamper a natlon's poli-
lical and economic life then
these are the [actors which
determine a nation's destiny

Now let us analyse the situa
tion in Bangladesh

Factor conditions:
Bangladesh faces severe con-
straints in inputs like land and
capital. This was also true for
newly industrialised nations.
Those nations were able to
overcome this wecakness
through high savings rate and
continuous innovations. But
Bangladesh could not. It hap-
pens to be our national charac
teristic that we were never
much cautious in spending
cautiously. Our Mughal rulers
did it and, of late, our govern-
ment has done it. On the other
hand, the people really have
little desire and opportunity to
understand whereabouts of the
economy. In developed econ-
omy. the information flow is so
intense that you always have to
be aware of the economic con-
dition, whether you like it or
not. But surprisingly in the na-
tional media of our country we
rarcly find any credible infor-
mation, frank discussion on

| Letters for publication in these columns should be
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with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Donation for mosque

Sir, Baitur Rahmat Mosque
in Mirpur is more an imagina-
tion but is taking a materialis-
tic shape. Construction of its
ground floor has been com-
pleted in November 1991 with
the help and co-operation of
local devotees and other phi-
lanthropist. It is beyond the
capacity of the mosque com-
mitiee to complete the essen-
tfal finishing works for want of
fund. As a result devolees are
facing much inconvenience {n
performing their prayers. On
the other hand, roof and walls
are being damaged for want of
adequate plaster.

Therefore, to prepare and
aflix windows and doors, to
complete the plaster works, to
build verandha and boundary
walls and to install electricity
and concealed wiring we like,
to appeal to all spiritual

minded Muslims, as well as re- '

ligious organisations, local or
foreign, to extend possible

help to wards this House of
Allah.

Sub (Rid). Al-Ha) Minnat All
President and Shelkh Abul
Hossain Secretary, Baltur
Rahmat Masjeed Committee

Sec |1/C. Ave 5/19-20,
Mirpur, Dhaka

Agriculture Group
Students

Sir, It 1s a matter of great.
regret that students passing

SSC and HSC in the
Agricultural Science Group are
not getting even a chance to
apply for admission to BSc Ag
(Hons) course under Bangl-
adesh Agricultural University
(BAU), because most of them
do not study Physics as one of
the elective subjects In their
'HSC course. From the current
session, the BAU  has
withdrawn Maths and Zoology
subjects from the BSc Ag

(llons) curricula. As a result,
now only those students who
had studied Physics,
Chemistry, Biology (compl or
opt). Mathematics (compl or
opt) in the HSC course are eli-
gible to apply for admission to
the 4-year BSC Ag (Hons)
course.

Today when we are think-
ing to introduce complete
agricultural courses in sec-
ondary and higher secondary
level for the expansion of true
agricultural education as per
the need of the agro-based
Bangladesh, depriving the
Agriculture Group HSC passed
students from applying for
admission to BSC Ag (Hons)
course is really shocking and a
matter of injustice,

May we draw the attention
of the relevant authorities to
the Issue?

M Zahidul Hagque
Assistant Professor
lHangladesh Agricultural

Institute
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka

Terrorism in DU

Sir, Terrorism (n DU has
been a myriad of vices slurring
this highest seat of learning in
Bangladesh. Although it is
rooted in the broad sotial fab-

ric, yet it has some unique fea-
tures on DU campus.

Outside DU campus, as al-
leged terrorism has not always
been politically patronized,
administratively condoned or
publicly admired. DU has been
a sacred precinct shivered by
the anti-terrorism slogan-
chanting demonstrators and
again rocked by heavy gun-
shots.

Political patronization as a
contributing factor to the can-
cerous growth of this debilitat-
ing vice has long ceased o
remain a secrel. Since the DU
students have proved to be the

vanguard of all national move-
ments, the political parties
assiduously make efforts to
stretch their wings over DU.
Dreadful are the aspects of the
use of fire-arms to achieve the
goal muddling the DU atmo-
sphere.

Police action on the DU
campus remains to be more
than a mystery. Faring of the
gun-trotting youngmen just
several meters away from the
police is also an open secret.

Concrete measures are
called for to strike at the very
roots of these vices, brushing
aside high-sounding rhetorics

and all-pervading hypocrisy.

Md Abdur Rouf
Sergeant Zahurul Haque

Hall, DU

Audit objections

Sir, We commend the rec-
ommendation made by Mr LK
Siddique MP for reply-
ing/settlement of audit objec-
tions within three months.

This would go a long way in
inducting financial discipline.

In this connection we
would like to draw Govern-
ment's attention to the fact
that over lakh of pensioners
are not getting their pension
due to audit objections. Audit
objections are outstanding for
10-12 years. Most of the audit
objections are on flimsy and
untenable grounds. Even
appropriate replies are not
given any attention. Audit
authorities are adamant in up-
holding their view points even
when are wrong.

In order to obviate the diffi-
culties and reducing the
suffering of pensioners, an
appellate tribunal should be
constituted In each ministry
with an additional secretary, as
chairman, and a representative
of audit department. The
tribunal should review the
cases and its deciston would be
final and binding on both the
parties — audit authority and

the individual.

A time frame for resolving
audit objection and settlement
of pension cases may be set
oul

Golam,
Shamoll, Dhaka

G

} International

this issue. This flow of infor-
mation is very important be-
cause it is what makes the
world go, or at least creates
competition and keeps the
firms running

Demand condition: We, the
consumers of Bangladesh,
usually care little about the
quality of the product we are
buying. When the consumers
expect high quality products
and reject ucts because of
a lte defect, then, naturally,
the manulfacturers are encour-
aged for quality production. A
group of producers continu-
ously competing a against
each other for quality produc-
tion is more apt to satisfy do-
mestic as well as international
cusiomers.

Related and supporting in-
dustries: Industrics are inter-

timid attitude of the Tamil
Nadu mﬁ: themseives. Fven
respec newspapers in the
state behave in a very docile
manreT

As one analyst noted, "No
news in the North could
have to such an intoler-
ant behaviour. It is a

politicians

to adopt a dictatorial attitude.”
With the Jayalalitha-Con-
gress alllance holding a clear

nﬂjontytnrjtﬁlakhu:nﬂ}hr
— 224 our of 232 members —

very little help can be
expected from that sector
which seems to be very mueh
inh:fw:, if not in fear, of the
C Minisier. One newspaper
said, "She keeps them in a
perpetual state of submission
deriving from fear and uncer-
tainty. She is basically inacces-
sible to them and to the media
which she treats with disdain
and contempt that set het
apart from all other political
leaders in the country. -

The local press’ own history
iIs also a scitback. Politics tn
Tamil Nadu has been charae-
terised by confrontation not
only among political groups but
also among their respective

blications. News had
n set up and u as vehi-
cles by political parties to

attack their rivals

But despitc the odds they
have to work against, many
journalists in both Kashmir
and Tamil Nadu, whether they
are evading bullets or deflect-
ing attacks [rom a powerful

base 1o Jammu, the -
mwm o -
casional bomb tn-
lerrupt their work. A few
l'.lul‘."-'lpl. rs “[br

Urdu lrnm and Ll:
English. make a brave effort to

of India any media account it
considers offensive instead of
resorting to high-handed mea-
sures.

It also suggested the
u;:nfnprtuufvhqym-nk:
tee which will arbitrate con-
flicts between media and gov-
ernment. At the same time,

the union asked journalists
throughout the country to raise
their voices against the dicta-
torial behaviour of government.

in Tamil Nadu, various op-
position parties have started to
condemn the excesses of the
Jayalalitha group. The Su-
preme Court is also aboutl to
consider some of the incidents
which have arisen so far.

The press itself is »
up. The respectable ras
newspaper, The Hindu, has
advised Ms Jayalalitha to drop
the proceedings against Mr
Suntl

But other media institutions

will have 1o join the to
prescrve IJ:': Mw

press [reedom.
— Depthnews Asia.

World Econom

woven with each other and di-
versification of present Indus-
trics can breed more compets-
tively advanced Industries. In
Bangladesh diversification Is
not a very common phe-
nomenon. Lack of entrepre-
neurism and venture capital

impede growth and di-
versification of firms.
Firm strategy, siructure

and rivalry: Tec rats, not
bureaucrats, are the ones who
are leading the major compa-
nies of the world. So decisions
are concentrated on techneo-
logical breakthroughs. The
firms in our country are usually
headed by people who possess
lttle technological knowledge
and have little interest in
making the production pro-
Ccess more co tible.

The driving force behind

reloped economies is rivalry,

rms are compeling against

each other; they are constantly
:ﬂmr.ﬂn' themselves. This
results in creation of, say, just-
in-time production, strategic

management ctc. The
zational structure is ot

as flat as possible. But our
country, still dees not enjoy
the [ree economy. The econ-
omy is burde with
public concerns. It is

said that three layers nfuﬂ.uﬂ
vision creale pure insulation.
What we have in our
‘corporations’ is nothing but
bureaucracy.

Germany and Japan were
defeated powers in World War
I1. But the adversities t
[aced were associated wi
greal innovations and indus-
trial progress. Bangladesh won
the freedom in 1971, when
we will win the desired posi-
tion in world economy remains
a question. SRS

Governments Let Torturers, State
Assassins Get Away with Abuses

Amnesty International’'s Annual Report Details Violations in 142 Countries

OVERNMENTS around
the world are breeding
contempt [er human
rights by letting their forces
gel away with abduction,
lorture and murder. Amnesty
said as f{t
released its 1992 annual
report last month.

"As long as the torturers,
the state assassins and those

who give the orders act with a

free hand and without fear of
punishment, the cycle of viola-
tions will never be broken,”
the human rights organization
said.

A growing number of gov-
ernments have said they will
stand up for human rights, but
all too often they ignore past
violations, set up tribunals or
investigations simply as
whitewash., and pass amnesty
laws in the name of political
expediency, Amnesty Interna-
tional said.

The organization's global
survey covering 142 countries
shows the result of letting
human rights violations go un-
punished. In 1991 alone, peo-
ple were jailed as prisoners of
conscience in about half the
countries in the world, and
more than 100 governments
continued to torture or ({ll-
trcat prisoners.,

People also "disappeared” in
some 26 countries and re-
mained missing in many
more, extrajudicial executions
were carried out in 45 coun-
tiries, and death sentences
were handed down in more
than 50 countries and carried
out in 33 countries.

“Paying lip service to hu-
man rights fn new laws and in-
ternational declarations achi-
eves g nothing il in the end
governments don't act on vio-
lations,” Amnesty International
said.

In Africa, swhere govern-
ments have been slow to
tackle past human rights viola-
tions, the political killings
continued, with extrajudicial
executions reported in Chad,
Mall, Mauritania and Rwanda.
In Burundi 1,000 or more ex-
trajudicial executions were
commitied against a backdrop
of ethnic tensfons; in South
Africa, hundreds of govern-
ment  opponents were extra-
judicially executed with the
acquiescence or direct (n-
volvement of the government's
scturity forces. Elsewhere in
the region, torture was taking
place in Sudan on a daily basis
in detention centres known as
"ghost houses”, while (In
Uganda hundreds of suspected

opponents of the government
were detained dunng counter-
insurgency operations.

"Governments in Africa and
throughout the world often use
the violence of opposition
groups as an excuse for letting
their security forces gel away
with human rights violations,”
Amnesty International said.
"While we condemn torture,
hostage-taking and deltberate
and arbitrary killings by such
groups, those abuses can never
justify government counter-
terror.”

Extrajudicial killings and
"disappearances”’ continued in
the Americas as well, where
sweeping amnesty laws in a
number of countries have let
the state killers go free. In
1991, hundreds of street chil-

Governments frequently
shut the door on the gross
violations of the past only

to see them continue in
the present.

dren died at the hands of
death squads in Brazil, hun-

dreds more were killed by the
army or paramilitaries in
Colombia and more than 300
people "disappeared” and at
least 60 were extrajudicially
executed in Peru. Hundreds of
extrajudicial executions took
place following the overthrow
of President Aristide’'s gov-

ernment in Haiti, where there
were also widespread reports
of torture and arbitrary deten-
tion. Up to three hundred pos-
sible prisoners ol conscience
remained in prison in Cuba. In
the USA there were more than
2,500 people on death row
and 14 executions throughout
the year - a figure that was al-
ready surpassed in the first six
months of 1992 .

In Asia, too, governments
frequently shut the door on
the gross violations of the past
only to see them continue in
the present. The mass u-
dicial executions and “dis-
appearances” in Sri Lanka in
previous Jcnr. have gone
unpunished; in 1991 more po-
litical killings and "dis-
appearances” were reported
there while hundreds of other
pecople were extrajudicially
executed In Indonesia,
including in East Timor. Else-
where, political opponents
continued to be imprisoned in
their thousands, with more
than 1,500 peolitical prisoners
— many of them prisoners of
conscience - held in Myanmar

(Burma). Hundreds of thou-

sands of people were held
without charge under admin-

istrative detention in China,

where hundreds of prisoners
of consciences were also still
behind the bars. The rise in.
the use of the death penalty
also continued in China with
more than 1,000 known exe-
cutions. In India political de-
tainees and criminal suspects
were routinely tortured,
sometimes to death.

in Europe, the fighting in
Yugoslavia led to large scale
human rights violations in-
cluding torture and massacres
of civilians by all sides in the
conflict, while political killings
also took place in Turkey,
mainly among the Kurdish
populations in the southeast.
In the former USSR, statistics
were released for the first
time revealing that in past
years hundreds of people had
been sentenced to death and
executed. In France, Greece
and Switzerland, hundreds of

risoners of conscience were
eld all of them conscien-
tious objectors to military ser-
vice. Torture of political oppo-
nents continued to be
widespread in Turkey; in the
United Kingdom, reports of
ill-treatment continued,
amidst concern about interro-
gation and detention proce-
dures used in Northern Ire-
land. In many countries, gov-
ernments often didn't investi-
gate allegations of {ll-treatment

; police or prison guards or
when they did the investiga-
tions were inconclusive.

In the Middle East, Iraq
and Kuwait were the scene of
massive human rights viola-
tions, with arbitrary arrest,
torture, "disappearances” and
killings following the with-
drawal of Iraqi troops from
Kuwait and similar atrocities
committed by Iragi soldfers in
the wake of uprisings in March
and April. There, as in other
parts of the years of
impunity have fuelled the viola-
tions. In the [sraeli-occupied
territories, thousands of
Palestinians were tortured or
fll-treated during interroga-
tion. Hundﬂ:ﬂ; of *ii;i-l
appeared” people were s
unaccounted for in Moroceo,
despite the release of hun-
dreds of others during the
year; and torture continued to
escalate in Tunisia as the gov-
ernment cracked down on [s-
lamic op ts. In lran hun-
dreds o ple remained in
prison after unfair trials held

in previous years.



