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= Dhaka Day by Day

Why the Exodus to the City?

Fayza Haq
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with her favourite
pursuit al. Dhaka.
While at Manikgan|
she made about
three mats with
complicated
or six mats

envi-

soul in a family,
four brothers and
three sisters.

When one asked
her why she had not
married again, she
answered promptly,”
The husband makes
you work and barely feeds you. You tend Lo the
animals, kitchen-garden, cooking, threshing of
rice, and even help out in the lileds. | would
have to bear my husband's children according
to his moods, and | would get little respite. |
would be taken for granted completely. A
woman's position in the village , socially and
economically is is little conseqeunce.
Moreover, my son Belal, would not ke a step-
father, and | respect his sentiments. Here, at
Dhaka. | have a small job, get paid better
remunerations for my mats; and can and
see my son as oflen as possible; pay lor his
education; carry presents for my family and in-
laws. | also have some peace of mind.”

When one asked her she did not bring
her son to the city. she replied without a sec-
ond's hesitation, "| would not like him to grow

up in the city. It is hard to b up a son with-
out a father. He would pick up habits as he

ﬁv-' up, and | would have no control over him.
is ‘mamas’ look alter him and my mother too.

| fee]l more at ease that way.”
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"Belaler Ma" making a mat

"Belaler Ma® who has been married for 12
years missses her husband naturally, and tries
to k hersell busy in all possible manner .
Apart from mat-making of clients in the neigh-
bourhood, she does cleaning and cooking for a-
home ,where she is paid Th. 500 per month .
In all, with her education of her son. her own
u p of fiems Hke
clothes — of which
she possess only tweo
‘saris” — “paan-su-
pari”, oll and soap,
the single pair of

tic bangles: she

still managed
save Tk. 2,000,
which she has left
with her mother in
her village. She
lans to buy some
and in time, when
she has saved

She certainly en-
joys her indepen-
dence ,and does not
have to worry about
growing "alu” "shag"
"data”; threshing of
rice: cooking; cut-
ting: chopping: fish-
ing: tending to the
home and still being
a nonentity.

How (s she
trcated when she
goes home to visit
her son and her
family on the two
Eids, and occasi-
onally? She gets a
week off for each
Eid and about three
days for casual leave;
spends Tk, 170 in
all in the rickshaw
to Gaptali and then
the bus ride to her
home. She takes
biscufts for the
family and a set of
clothes for her son.
Her sisters-in laws,
the wives of her
brothers, Sabar
uddin, Jainal, Nazrul Islam and Jasimuddin,
treat her with "khir”, “pitha”, and even rice
and vegetables, or the occasioanl fish. "It s a
matter of apparent joy when | visit home, and
so the in-laws arc cordial. | go basically to see
my son. | have cven known days when | have
had to have my rice with salt and chillies. |
watch the occastonal 'jatra’, il there is one
there in the village, when | visit and hear the
radiows of the neighbours. ™ Belaler Ma™ says
honestly, and without any humming or hawing.

Where she works at Dhaka , she gets her
rice, fish and even meal : and spends her time
in "Fazr’ and "Maghrib” prayers.: "My mat-
making soothes my nerves, carns me the
amount | want. My only regret is that my par-
ents did not educate me . However, | am not
complaining of my present state of aflairs.”
Contentment certainly lies in simple things for
certain people still in Dhaka, and there is no
mad stampede in them to make money, or lead
a luxurious life .
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The out-going Ambassador of Russian Federation, Yuro K A.lekun—. called on Prime

Minister

m Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday.

— PID photo

UP chairmen urged to explore

local resources for uplift

Minister for Social Welfare
and Women Affairs Tariqul
Islam yesterday called upon
the union parishad chatrmen
to help the democratic gov-
ernment, enhance internal
savings and explore local re
sources for overall develop-
ment of national economy, re-

ports [3SS.
The present government
was lrying its level best to im

prove the lot of the people de-
spite resource constraints and
many other hindrances like
population boom, natural cala:
mities and social disturbances.

He was addressing as the
chiel guest the concluding and
certificate giving ceremony of
"union parishad oflfice man-
agement appraisal course” for

newly clected UP chatrmen of

Jessore district at the local BD

hall.

Presided over by Deputy
Commissioner, Jessore and
organised by National Institute
of Local Government in coop-
eration with local district ad-
ministration, the three-day
course was addressed, among
others, by Maulana Shakhawat
Hossain MP. Khan Tipu Sultan
MP, Tabthur Rahman Sardar
MP, Raushan Al MP and Anwar
Hossain UP chatrman.

Tariqul Islam called [or
proper application of ideas and
technigues apprised In the
course for smooth functioning
of the UP management and
administration.

Later, he distributed cer-

fetch Tk 3220 cr

Bangladesh earned Taka
3220.53 crore in foreign cur-
rency as remittance from the
Bangladeshi labourers working
abroad during the fiscal 1991-
92, reports [3SS. .

Durl;g the period, a total of
one la 85 thousand 287
workers had been employed
abroad, an official handout said
here yesterday.

In the fiscal 1990-91 the
amount of remittance was Taka
2744 .45 crore while the num-
ber of Bangladeshi workers
nbroad was 96,69 |,

This was disclosed at the
mecting of the Parllamentary

Standing Committee on labour
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' Boat passengers

Bangladesh expatriates

and manpower held at the|

Sangsad Bhaban yesterday with
Minister Jor Labour and Man-
power Abdul Mannan Bhutyan
in the chair.

The meeting reviewed the
advangement of developmeng
activities of the ministry.

Whip of the Jattya Sangsad
Ashral Hossain, members of
parliament Mirza Muradu-
zzaman, Mohammad Abdus

Shaheed, Mochammad Aminul
Islam, Mohammad Mozaher
Hossain, Sharifuddin Ahmed

and Shahduzzaman attended
the meeting.

Seminar on 'Eye Donation’

An international seminar on 'Eye Donation jointly organ-
tsed by Shandhan{ National Eye Donation Society,
Eye Care Society and the ORBIS International, will be held at
the BCIC auditorium in the city today (Friday) at 9 am.
President Abdur Rahman Biswas will attend the seminar as
chief guest while the Planning Minister A M Zahiruddin Khan

will be the esl.

Professor Hasna Begum will preside over the function.

Nirmul Committee meet

Muktijuddher Chetona Bastabayan-O-Ekatiurer Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Jattya Samannaya Committee will hold a public

gathering at the Bangabandhu Avenue in the city

today

(Friday) at 5 pm to demand trial of the killers of Ratan Sen
and the assailants of Rashed Khan Mecnon and to demand ban

on Jamaat-Shibir-Juba.Command.
The Dhaka city branch of the committee has arranged the

meeting to be followed by a processfon.
Juba Union Conference

i

tificates among the participat-
ing UP chairmen.

Earlier, at another meeting
with local MPs. DC, TNOs,
MOs and other concerned offi-
cials at DC's conference room,
Social Wellare Minister ap-
proved various decvelopment
schemes under test reliefl pro
gramme In different union
parishads of Jessore district
and re allocated the allotment
ol foodgrains for Implementa
tion of these projects. A total
of 639 onnes of foodgrains has
been allotted for this purpose.

He also reviewed with them
the progress and present state
of allairs of canal digging and
iree plantation programmes
undertaken in different parts
ol the district,

linktobegearedup

The out-going Asibassader called the viekt of

of Russtan Federation, Yuro K
Alckseev, called on Prime
Minister Begum

her office yesterday. reports
B8s.

Alckseev stayed with the
Prime Minister for some time
and discussed matters of bi-
lateral issues.

The Prime Minister re-
called the contribution of Ru-
ssian Federation to our power
sector and hoped that the
existing bonds of friendship
and cooperation would be
strengthen between the two
countries following the chan-
ges in former Soviet Undon.

She hoped that the bilat-
eral trade and economic links
between Bangladesh and the
Russian Federation would be
further expanded as both the
countries f[avour market
econdmy.

The Prime Minister hoped
that Moscow would import

jute, jute goods, garments and |

other commodities from
Bangladesh and come forward
to set up joint venture pro-
jects.

Alekseey outlined the re-
forms being taken place both
in political and economic
sectors In his country. He ap-
precialed the present demo-
cratic government’s ¢ffort for
uplift and assured of best pos-
sible cooperation.

The Prime Minister re-

requested him to convey her

heartfelt tings
Russian President Boris

Yeltstin and the Prime Mints-
ter.

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister XK M Rabanni
I'Ilfl'!ﬁl\t. =

Kuwaiti envoy
meets Lutfor

The Ambassador of Kuwait
in Bangladesh Mohammad
Ebraheem-Al-Najran called on
State Minister for Reltefl Lutfor
Rahman Khan at his office

yesterday, reports BSS.

They discussed matters re-
lated to bilateral issues, partic-
o el Sofenias
tion o a
sheltered tn Bangladesh.

robbed

Armed pirales swooped on
a machanised boat in the river
Padma near Harirampur thana
Wednesday morning and
looled valuables worth about
Tk 70000 from the passen-
gers, reports UNB.

Wilnesses satd a gang of da-
coils numbering 10 to 12 at-
tacked the Harnrampur bound
boat coming from Dauladia
Ghat. They beat the passengers
indiscriminately and de-
camped with the booty.

A case has been filed with
the police

Local people alleged that
river piracies here are on rise
in the recent days creating
alarm the passengers and ves-

_ scl owners.

Nepalese envoy
presents

credentials

The Ambassador designate
of the Kingdom of Nepal Lok

Bahadur Shrestha yeslerday
presented his credentials to
President Abdur Rahman Bis-
was at Bangabhaban, reports
BSS.

Accepting the credentials
President Biswas said that the
relations between Bangladesh
and Nepal was developing sat-
isfactorily over the years.

He said that the present
government of Bangladesh had
attached great importance to
further consolidating the bilat-
eral relations with Nepal and
cxpanding them both in di-

' mensfon and content.

Quotation for the Acoustic
and Interior Decoration
Work of Khulna Public Hall
Complex

Sealed quotations are hereby invited from the bonafide
| Consulting Firms for the above mentioned works which will

| be received through Tender Boxes kept

in the office of (1)

| Chief Executive Officer, Khulna City Corporation and (2)
| Chief Engineer, Khulna City Corporation, Khulan till 1 PM

| on 5-9-92.

quiwwillhcopundmﬂwmdayn3mm
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quotationers (if any).

The quotationers shall have to submit draft Plan, design
approximate extimate etc. with the quotation.
|  The successful quotationer shall have to submit detail
| Plan, design, drawings, details Estimate etc. within 10 (ten)
| days afier receipt of the Work Order.
| Intending quotationers may visit the work site before
submission of quotation and may also contact the
undersigned for any information if required. .
The authority reserves the full right either to accept any or
reject any or all quotations without assigning any reason.

Md. Shah Alam
Chief Engineer,
Khulna City Corporation
Phone-20643

Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh

Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock

Office of the Project Director
Second Livestock Development Project
Pashu Shampad Bhaban (3rd floor)
Krishi Khamar Sharak, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215

No. PlIO/Store/8-37/Cont-1/92/607

Dated : 20.8.92
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