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Turning Disability into Working Hands

by Sadaf Noori

Assistance

l’thlil‘“lltlﬂn for

Physically Vulnerable). an
 for people

lenge and ided to train

htndlr::rpﬂl people with
technical education so they

fight their way out in a
less than caring, if not hostile,
and also lcave aside
stration. In this way
SARPV' came into being in
1988

The main aims and objec-
tives of this organization is to
bring about a radical in
towards life of

:

{

stead of a burden on society.
This organization can add a
newer dimension to the tradi-
tional concept of the handi-
capped and t is more adaptive
and comprehensive.

At present, vulnerable peo-
ple are engaged in repairing
and maintaining all sorts of

electronics ndpodl. household
gadgels a appliances like
radio, TV, VCR. VCP ¢etc. One
instructor and one technician
are conducting the trainin
course. The classes are hel
frve a week from Saturday
to Wednesday. from 4 pm to 7

The difference of this orga-
nization from others is that —
this organisation only deals
with people who are physically
vulnerable in an orthopaedic
sense. There is a lot of reasons
which make people orthopaed
ically physically vulnerable

thetr physical problems, they
are deprived of their basic
rights and not getting legal
protection and opportunity in
the field of education, em-

nt, rehabilitation and
similar other areas.

‘SARPV’ ople rove,
through thetr led -nrt that
they are ne more a burden and
has become an w0 80-
ciety of how far a man can go
without education.

Anika one of the vulnerable
of this organization is quite
confident about hersell which
she expressed without any

According to the statistics of the ILO, the number
qf the handicapped will increase upto 70 crore in
the near future. An alarming number qof them is
already flocked in the Third World countries
because ¢f various reasons.

such as, by birth, or by any
mlllf:ll abuse of child, any

of sickness, natural disas-
ter, wrong medical treatment,
malnutrition, any kind of road
accident etc.

Worldwide, there are al
most 50 crore people who are
physically vulnerable. Among
them a sizeable rtion is
orthopaedically physically vul-
nerable. According to the
statistics of the ILO, the num-
ber of the handicapped will in-
crease upto 70 crore in the
near future. An alarming num-
ber of them is flocked in the
Third World countries because
of various reasons. They are
subjected to suppression and
ned‘::t because of social and
economic condition.

In Bangladesh, one of the
poor countries of the Third
World, almost 90% of the
handicapped and disabled live
below poverty line. Due to

hesitation, | never look to the
future with a fatalistic resigna

tion, | always try to be justifi

ably optimistic and have always
taken an active role in my own
management. | have never
been a passive tourist through
my life.” Anika is going to be
the president of this organiza-
ton very soon.

According to her, When
people come first, they seem
to be totally broken, disheart-
ened, life bear no meaning for
them, but after working a few
weeks and In the course of the
changes of environment, and
with our proper initiative and
encouragement, they can see
some light of hope and move
towards the ultimate goal to
achicve something

Shahidul Haq has a lot of
unique ideas to expand his or-
ganization but there are

stumbling-blocks which are
difficult for him to overcome
all alone.

He mentioned some prob-
lems facing him lack of

LTr information in this
. at the same time gov-

ernment is totally indifferent
about this issue. According to
him, in the developed world
where handicapped
have been given social security,
are getting economic su

o lead a better life, whereas
countries like ours consider

the handicapped a burden and
deprive them of their basic

needs.

The other great problem he
mentioned was lack of legisia-
tion to protect their interests
He thinks the government
should make comprehensive
laws which will cover the
needs and rights of disabled
persons so that no discrimina

tton will be allowed agminst |

persons with disabilities.
He further informed that

his organization wants to !
a disability resource |

cstablis
centre’

it will atim to collect infor
mation, produce books, con
duct training for trainers,
carry out research works on
different issues relating to dis
abilities

'SARPV has other branches
in some remote areas which
help people when any natural
disaster hits

Shahid wants to overcome |
all these problems and belteves |

he has a long way to go but 1t is
not any body's personal prob

lems, though it is a problem of |

whole soctety and to overcome
these we need united support
To develop such scheme, the
government! and NGOs should

come forward with financial
help

Myanmar Streamlines Energy
Explorations

by Minn Thu

HERE'S good and bad-
news for Myanmar's

ofl industry. The good news is
that the country, f[ormerly
known as Burma, has just
signed two new production-
sharing ments with
American firmes for the re-
habilitation and development
of old onshore oil and gas
fields on a joint venture basis.
Trend International

(Bermuda) Litd and Ol
Inc will also be doing explo-
ration and exploitation in
the Prome cast area.

But the flipside to this is
the pullout of Australia's BHP,
one of the ten for-
cign oil companies which re-
sponded to Myanmar's invita-
tion to explore and exploit oil
and gas reserves both onshore
and offshore.

BHP. according to reports,
will be followed out by South
Korea's Yukong, which was the
first foreign company in 1989
to sign an agreement with
Myanmar.

Sources are saying that by
the end of 1992. which is the
end of the three-year contract
of the 10 pioneers, only about
halfl of the original foreign
companies will be left in the
country. The ten firms paid a
total of US$447.6 million as
signature bonus and invested
US$357.13 million in the
three-year exploration period.

The pullout is prompted by
the unproductive efforts of the
ofl firms so far. Industry
sources sald that after three
years, many of the testwells
sank by the companies yielded
not much on a commercially
feasible scale.

Only Dutch Shell managed
o find gas at Ahphyauk in the
Yangoen area  Yields (rom
these wells are being sold to
the government.

The governmeni has been

drilling testwells on its own
and seemed to have struck ol
in three or four wells in the
Prome arca. Souwrces say the
wells may be producing about
1,000 barrels a day.

Twoe American firms —
Amoco and Unocal — were also
among the which
came in three Yéars ago. But
like BHP and Yukong, their ef-
forts did not produce much
resuits.

eign firms, as the year of cco-
nomic development for the
country. The agreements
signed with the 10 companies
covered 32 per cent of the es-
timated future discovery.

The UNDP-funded study

\ problems other thanp

the of resources o ex-
plore and exploit. According to
the study, an increased oil
production drive in Myanmar
would require a major rehabili-
tation effort in all producing
ficlds as well as the delincauon
and development of probable
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find their search fruitiess but

tained in order to decide
whether they should pullout as
well or extend their contracts.
Agreements signed by the
companics can be extended for

one year for the next two
years.
The problem seems to be

not a lack of oil and gas to ex-
ploit.

Studies have shown that
there is oil and gas to find.
They have estimated Myan-
mar's future discovery potlen-
tial at 800 milllon barrels of oil
and 7,000 billion cubic fect of
natural gas. As of early 1990, a
study funded by the United Na-
tions ment Programme
(UNDP) said Myanmar had
proven recoverable oll reserves
of 114 milllon barrels and gas
reserves of 139 billon cubic
feet.

, which had star-
ted to move from extreme
centralisation towards a grea-
ter market orientation, coun-
ted on, increcased oil ex-
ploration to hasten the change.
The rnment even desig-
nated 1992, the end of the
three-year exploration con-
tracts with the plonecering for-

- .

and undeveloped but proven
reserves, Such efforts would
cost about USS668 million and
the investments would not
completely solve the problem

Industry observers say in-
vestments aimed at raising

roduction rates would be
ruitiul only il appropriate
technology was mobilised as
well. Inappropriate policies
and lack of autonomy in sector
managemen! have also con-
tributed to the woes of the oll
industry.

Observers stress the nced
for the industry to shape up as
they point out that during the
past few yecars, not only did
foreign oifl companies [ind
their search fruitiess but even
the ene situation in Myan-
mar has deteriorated.

The country has lapsed
from being sclf-sufficient to
deficient in oil. There was a
sharp deciine in crude produc-
tion from the average 10 mil-
lton barrels per year in the
1980s to the present 5.6 mil-
lion barrels annually. Petrol is
still being rationed and [re-
quent electrical power [aflures
remadn.
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New directions in faming : Industrial harvests command growing acreage
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The reduced oil production
is altributed to the advanced
stage of depletion of most of
the fields, lack of adequate
maintenance and well comple-
tion, and inadequate equip-
ment.

The only promising
prospect for gas would be the
development ol discovered off-
shore reserves 45 metres deep
in the Gull of Martaban some
90 kilomctres from shore.

The government has offi-
cially estimated the country's
gas reserves at 7,000 billon
cubic feet but the UNDP study,
which based its estimates on
test wells drilled so far, puts
the figure at 5,000 billlon cu-
bic feet. Of this, 1,600 billon
cubic feet could be considered
as proven recoverable reserves.

The UNDP study suggested
that a 75 billlon cubic feet
production level could be
achieved for a period of 15
years from the present proven
reserves. This could be in-
creased to 150- 175 billion cu-
bic feet per ycar if the gas po-
tential of the two gas well
structures were confirmed,

Other domcestic fuel re-
sources are unrcliable as there
have becn | asscss-
ments so [ar ol total po-
tential.

Thus, the entry of the two
new American c©o les at
this time¢ is a major boost to
the floundering oil industry.
They will provide some of the
resources necded for the re-
habilitation of cxisting [acili-
tics, which the UNDDP study
said is a priority.

Myanmar al present jusl
does not have the resources Lo
undertake on its own the re-
habilitation required. The
country is saddled by a USS4
billion external debt and has
also to cope with the suspen-
sion of all aids and loans which
was imposed by donors follow-
ing the 1988 coup.

The country's four major
cnergy sector institutions have
an estimated total external
debt of USS1 billion. For the
last three years, the country
has failed to pay US$90 million
in principal and US850 million
in interests due to foreign ex-
change difficulties.

Trend and Apache, sources
say, provide some ray of hope
for Myanmar, particularly its
oll industry. Neither Trend nor
Apache would say how much
they would be investing or how
much they paid as signaturc

bonus.
Trend would be engaged in
the rehabilitation and devel-

opment of the old oilfields in
the Letpando and Taywintaung
arcas in the upcountry while

he will concentrate on the
old gas and ollficlds in Prome
cast, Pyalo and Paukkaung
areas.

With the political situation
in remaining uncer-
Lﬂnw.an: of the foreign ofl
firms quitting, Myanmar {s
hopeful that the entry of the
iwo new ofl com s will
help revitalise the energy

sector. — Depthnews Asia
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5 1) € V€ | ] 110 © 11 1 5

Chasing a Mirage in India’s Thar Desert

by A J Singh

00D iIntentions are

never ¢ to ensure
benefits from a deve-
lopment project Faulty

planning and lack of foresight
Can create mmmhr
people than help. And tis
ed along a
canal in India’'s Thar desert.

The 68490 kilometre
mm-n Canal — renamed
GCandhi Nehar Partyojana

(IGNP) after the assassination
of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi in 1984 — was first
conceived in 1948, Its comple-
on was to ensure the green-
ing of the Thar in the state of

This desert extends owver
close to 20 millon hectares

and accounts for nearly 58 per
cent of Rajasthan six per
cent of India

“mlzm ]
m [ ]
says Sunil Chouhan, a
teacher. "They feel cheated.
The canal hasn't proven to be
r_hhuﬂﬂmnﬂ:wth

Corruption officials
has added to ll:mm. For ex-
ample, they connived with
contractors to usc substandard
material for lining the canal. A
one-time contractor [rom
Bikrampur village said that in-
stead of using a double-brick
lHning. the contractors used
one-brick ning only.

“In some cases, they've used

sand instead of cement or have
just not compressed the sofl

enough,” he said.
Besides petty corruption,

Indira canal

|
E

causes wa-
Ghosh,

i
§
T

L
ii
i

il
g

:
'

planned in the 1950s," says a

Gujarat

Madhya Pradesh

® Bhopal

Aim: to provide irrigation facilities in the Thar desert

Length: 649km - 204km feeder canal and 445km main canal
Phase | completed costing $240 million, has irrigation potenial of
578,000 hectares. Work in progress on Phase ll, covering an area
of 1.1 million hectares

The canal piercing the
desert’'s heart is the
irrigation project in India.
With its 8,000 kilometre dis-
tribution system and an area of
1.5 million hectares, the canal
is to provide irrigation and
drinking waler o six western
districts of Rajasthan.

Phase One of IGNP, com-
pieted at a cost ol $240 mil-
lion, has a planed irrigation
potential of 578,000 heclares.
Work is on Phase
Two, covering an area of one
million hectares. Impressive
statistics. But only on paper.

In practice what the IGNP
has :&nl: is rather dismal.
Instead of lush

green fields
dotting the desert, only odd
patches of wat ficlds
overgrown with weeds can be

scen, or land completely de-

Australian Aid 'Boomerangs

HE organiscrs ol the
annual Walk Against
Want', Community Aid
Abroad (CAA), raised AS].5
million this ycar to support
development projects in 26 of
the world's poorest countrics.

‘Despite the recession Aus-
tralians still wish to assist
those in desperate need, as
witnessed by their response to
this ycar's walk,’ says Dr David
Armstrong, CAA's Chicl Execu-
tive, "Yet our government con-
tinues to use the overseas aid
programme lo help Australian
business rather than the
world's poor.

In 1990, a total of A8127
million was donated by the
Australian community to mem-
ber agencies of the Australian
Council For Oversecas Aid
[ACFOA). CAA is Australia's
sccond largest non-govern-
ment ald donor which dis-
tributed A$9.6 million in 1990,

In comparison the Aus-
trallan Government's Official
Overseas Aid budget in 1990-
9] was 10 imes that at A8].2
billion. This has been in-
creased to A$1.3 billion this
financial year, which stands at
0.35% of gross national prod-
uct (GNP). About AS60 million
of these funds will be chan-
nelled through Australian non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs), usually through a dol-
lar-to-dollar matching scheme,

A government study esti-
mated recently that in 1987-
B8, the aid programme as a
whole generated purchases of
Australian goods and services
to the value of 87% of total aid
expenditure. The 1691-92

budget papers indicate that a

growing portion of Australia’s
aid programme is directly

at expanding Australian
exporis.

One component of the Aus-

tralian overseas aid budget is

the Development Import Fi-
nance Fac tyl.’DlFl-']ITowlﬂdl

the short-sightedness and
even sheer ignofance of pro-

ject executors has crcated
monumental waterlogging
problems.

Experts estimate that wa-
terlogging has destroyed
156,000 hectares of land in
the Sriganganagar district
alone. The faulty design ol the
main canal, with water perme-
ating the banks and flooding
fields, is responsible for this.

In addition, the water flow-
ing through the canal was to be
shared between the two slages
of the Iirrigation system.
Instead, all the water was used
in the first stage because the
sccond stage of the canal is
still not ready.

"Such a large quantity of wa-
tcr brought into a system
which has no sub-surface

~

the hard Jayer bencath
Lthe Iln!w-m;r Lhen
mixed with salts in the soll

and with the high rate of evap-
oration in the desert, a hard

crust soon formed on the land,
making it unfit to grow any-
thing.

Experts at the Central Arid
Zone Rescarch Institute at
Jodhpur, in Rajasthan, say that
waterclogging and salinity are
well known problems that
plague irrigation systems. In
fact, three ecarlier irrigation

projects in western Rajasthan
hacﬁ:xpcrkncl:d it.

"What surprises me the
most is that nol even a rudi-
mentary geological survey was
undertaken when the
Rajasthan canal was being

e

by Kalinga Seneviratne

gives subsidivs to Australian
firms to help win development
contracts in developing coun-
tries. This budget has been in-
creascd by AS89 million to
AS93 million this year.

You could call it the
boomerang principle. You send
aid overseas, which makes you
feel good. But then you get it
back later,” says Dr Armstrong,
adding that, 'it is important to
support Australian busincss
and exports. But the funds
should not come [rom the aid

budget.’

commercial considerations
like the DIFF be taken out of
the aid budget. 'If it is put into
another area, it's extremely
unlikely that the governmcent
will find the neccssary moncy
to replace it,’ he said.

CAA and ACFOA are coordi-
nating a national aid campaign
which calls both for an in-
crease in the aid budget and
for major changes in how the
aid dollar Is spent. They are
calling for a grealcr emphasis
on poverty alleviation and on
projects in  Africa and South

As more than 40,000 Australians backed by 500,000
sponsors stepped out in 26 towns around the country
to raise money for the world'’s poor, the organisers
called on the Australian government to focus its aid
on the Third World'’s need and not on Australian

_trude_ interests.

The real value of this pro-
grammc was around A8$235
million in 1990-81 as DIFF
combincs development grant
funds with concessional loans
provided through the Export
Finance Insurance Commission
of Austrade. The scheme was
closed to new applications in
April 1990 owing to a backlog
DF funding applications from
Australian businesses.

Last year, among the pro-
jects funded by the DIFF
scheme was a digital telephone
exchange project in Papua
New Guinea (PNG) and a num-
ber of projects in health, agri-
culture and the manufacturing
sector in China. This year's
funding is expected to be con-
centrated ' in the transport,
communications and food pro-
cessing areas.

A spokesman for the Minis-
ter for Trade and Overscas Aid
John Kerin, told IPS that the
aid fraternity has been de-
manding for a while that

Asia,

Nowhere is the effect of
the commercial and political
molives on Lhe government's
ald programme more obvious
than in its geographic distri-
bution,’ argues CAA in a spe-
cial feature on Australian Gov-
ernment Aid published re-
cently. 4

Figures published in the
budget papers indicate that in
1990-91, PNG was the biggest
recipient of Australian gov-
ernment aid, receiving A8333
million; Indonesia was next
with A$107 million, followed
by the Philippines, AS50 mil-
lion, China, AS40 million and
Thailand, AS38 million.

The reason for the high aid
allocation to PNG is an inde-
pendence agreement made in
1975, under which Australia
[as the former colonial power)
gives it direct budgetary assis-
tance. The non-government
aid agencies are calling for a
reduction in aid to the Associa-

‘Back
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logging and salinity.
this could have been

had the [armers been educated
about the crops they should
cultivate.

For instance, farme—
anxious lo get returns

planted cash crops
groundnuts using all the avail-
able water. This led to disas-
trous results.

"Today, they are either
forced to sell their land, or
leave 1t [allow while
for wages clsewhere to pay
debis.” says Kalpana Sharma,
an observer,

On the positive side, the
canal has been able to meet
the drinking water needs of
many arcas of Rajasthan. The
canal command area accounts
for farm produce worth 8150
million a year. With the com-
pletion of Phase Two this is
cxpected to triple.

With the advent of irriga-
tion, lifestyles are changing.
Nomads hawve started settling
down on land. The tion
has begun to soar. So has the
demand for fuelwood and graz-
ing land lor the cattle.

Some observers think that
instead of greening the desert,
the canal could, in fact, in-
crease desertification if the
regeneration of res and
hillsides and tation of
walerlogged areas in not ur-
gently undertaken.

As one drives along the
canal, lurﬂnt{j from Haitke
Barrage at Su in Punjab to
Mo in the middle of
the Thar desert, a whole new
world opens up : of technical
marvel that is canal, and of
the construction flaws that
mar it. — Gemini News

A J Singh is a freelance
Indian journalist who writes
regularly on environmental and
development issues.
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tion of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) countries and an in-
crease to the Horn of Africa
(which accounts for only 1.5%
of the aid budget ) and South
Asia. |
Human rights groups and
some aid agencies have been
demanding that Australia re-
consider its aid policy to In-
donesia in the light u?l.hc Dilt
massacre last year. But Mr
Kerin's spokesperson ex-
plained to IPS that the Aus-
tralian government monilors
human rights around the

world.
A review of the Indonesian

aid programme in 1991 by
AIDADB found that it was meet-
ing the government's objec-
tives of contributing to ecolog-
fcally sustainable economic and
social development in Indone-
sia, contribuling to Australia’s
forvign policy standing in In-
donesia and enhancing com-
mcreial opportunities for Aus-
tralian industries in Indonesia.

Australia is a member of the
Inter-Government Group on
Indonesia (IGGI), from which
the Dutch were asked to with-
draw by Indonesia earlier this
year for raising human right
concerns. A spokesman [or
AIDAB told IPS that Australia
accepts this as a bilateral prob-
lem and will remain as a
member of IGGL. He also said
that Australia is prepared to
work with Indonesia in form-
ing a World Bank consortium
as requested by Indonesia and

will participate In it.
While ACFOA is critical of

the Labour F:H!rnltlﬂﬂ'l nhl*
ities, the alternative be
worse. The federal O

in their economic pack-
age released last year called for
an A$209 millon cut over two
years, with a greater propor-
tjon of the remaining aid o

ing to Southeast Asia and the
south Pacific. — Third Werld
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