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Factional fighting takes
1,800 lives in Kabul

ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: At
least | 800 people have been
killed, -l'lhtmmn
-ﬂdlhlntmmhﬂ

injured since the renegade
Hezb-1-Islami Mujahideen and
forces loyal to the Islamic
coalition government joined
battle two weeks ago, a senior
UN official said.

An estimated 126,000 of
the 1.5 million residents ol the
battered Alghan capital have
fled. Sotirtos  Mousouris, per
sonal representative of the UN
Secrctary-General in Algha-
nistan and Pakistan, said in a
statemenl

UN agencies working in
Alghantstan have prepared an

of 10 mil-
hon 5 dollars ‘to address the
urgent humanitarian needs of
the country from the
current hostilittes’, added.

More than 1,800 civillans
have been killed, with a high
death toll among women and
rhﬂ:ﬂ. he said.

the 17 hospitals In
Kabul, cight are mintmally
functioning with 2,403 beds,’
he said, adding that all had
been hit by rocket fire.

The few remaining doctors
are unable to provide medical
and surgical services due to
lack of electricity, water and
essential medicines such as
anacsthetics, intravenous fluids
and :

Food is becoming scarce
and prices have soared. The
price of one kg (2.2 lbs) of
wheat has more than doubled
in two weeks and most shops
and markets are closed.

More than 100 families are
arriving daily at the Pakistan
border.

Reuter from Kabul adds:
French and Itallan diplomats
and the injured Bulgarian am-
bassador out of Kabul be-
fore dawn today just hours be-
fore a new hail of rocket and
lrtlllery fire rocked the shat-

Inatinn paper.

Govt has let loose terrorists
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in power indulged in corrup-

tion and nepotism” instead of
taking steps for resolving the
problems of the common man.
"People want guarantee to
their livelthood,” the Awami
chief said. "They want

., work, shelter and secu-
She said the BNP govern-
ment had failed to fulfil its
election pledges to the people.
In this context, Hasina said
autonomy to radio and televi-
sion was nol , Interest on
culture loan up to Tk
10,000 was not wafved and
also the infamous [ndemnity
Ordinance was not scrapped to
end politics of killing and coup

for establishing rule of law and

The Opposition lecader ex-
her concern at what

she said government's
“patronisation” of terrorists
and anti-liberation elements.
She said these evil forces had
already killed many of her

lcaders, workers and also
assassination bids on

Rashed Khan Menon, MP,
Mosharral Hossain, MP, and
former MP Ferdous Zaman
Mubkul

She said terrorism had
taken over control Iin all
spheres of national life —edu-
cational institutions, industrial
units, trade and administra-
tion. '

To ventflate people’'s anger
and frustration, Hasina said,
the Opposition in parliament
had moved no-confidence mo-
tion with nine specific charges
against Prime Minister Begum
Kimleda Zia's government. "But
the ruling party had rejected
the motion by virtue of its ma-
jority. ignoring the will of the

g

r?r. sajd people would give
democracy an Institutional
shape by lolling all conspira-
cies of the government and the
antf-liberation elements.
Criticising the rule of the
post-756 governments, the
Awami League chief sald coun-
try's image was undermined,

economic programmes [or
ameliorating the condition of
the :Iq:ﬂvud masses.

Awami League as the organ-

isation of the people will not
ceasc movement until people's

Thr Uhmu dcvid:d not
to wait for the warring dissi-
dent Hezb |-Islami l.nd

troops loyal to the M
ml'l'l!l'iﬂ'lt o agree a tem
rary ceasefire and hl"lw:dp
1311 of intense exchanges of
fire to leave.

The group Included the
stall of the Bulgarian embassy
and the ambassador, wounded
in the arm by shrapnel on
Saltwchay

They were believed to have
headed ecast in a bus and a
truck on the main ecastern
road to Pakistan, the route

where Alfghan warriors
slaughtered 16,000 British

troops retreating from Kabul |

in 1841 leaving one survivor

UP elections

Candidates asked
to submit
nominations
Sept 1

The Election Commission
yesterday urged all Union
Parishad election candidates to
submit their nomination pa
pers to the concerned Return-
ing Officers on September |
along with the cheque of secu
rity money, reports UNB.

The commission advised
the UP chairman candidates to
enclose with the nomination
papers a check of Tk 1,000
and member candidates Tk
500, either from government
treasury, sub-treasury or Sonali
Bank as security money.

The cheque should be sent
in the name of "88 departmen-
tal judiciary department
deposit (1)" or civillan decposit-
election,
Commission press release.

It said the candidates can
also deposit the security
money directly to the Return-
ing Officer and enclose the
deposit-receipt with the nom-

e —

right to food and work were
ensured, she said.

On the third day of organi-
sational tour in her own con-
stituency, Hasina visited
Bangabandhu Smriti Girls
High School, talked to the lo-
cal people, listened to their
problems and helped the poor
with cash and kind.

In the evening, she ad:
dressed a workers’ mectling
organised by Tungipara Thana
Awami League. The meeting
was also addressed by Mo-
hammad Ali Khan Abu Mia,
Kazi Abdur Rashid MP and
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah.

Somali refugees
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my rifle,” the constable said
declining to be named.
The UNHCR Representative
in Dhaka Bayandon and his
%Pﬂ Dougan were not in
ce during the incident,

M'ler l.hc first attack the
two refugees made a phone
call from a nearby clinic and
four more Somalis rushed to
the scene and launched a sec-
ond one,

Witnesses said that they
tried to storm the room of the
Programme Co-ordinator
Anwar Kazi who locked his of
fice from the inside.

The office is mainly dealing
with reliefl and some 110
Somalis draw relief and remu-
nerations from the office every
month.

During the incident the se-
curity guards phoned the
Dhanmandi{ thana for addi-
tional forces who reached the
scene a few minutes later and
arrested five of the six attack-
ers. One attacker evaded ar-
rest.

When contacted owver tele-
phone Anwar Kazi deglined to
commenl on the inciden! say-
ing "1 am not entitled to talk to
the press.” Other UNHCR offi-
cials were unavailable for
comment.

Thana sources sald that
they had similar complaints
against the Somali refugees In

the ycars 1990 and 1991. But |

the sources did not claborate.
When contacted, the
Somalis detained at the
Dhanmondi police station hajat
cell) reacted angrily saying
*That is our office but the se-
curity guards obstructed our
entry there.” Another in the
thana cell said "Who told you
that we ransacked the office”.
They declined to say any-
thing more covering their
faces to avoild being pho-

tographed.
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7 killed as Shi'ites,
Sunnis clash
in Gilgit
ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: Seven
people were killed and 21 in-
jured today in violence be-

tween rival Muslim sects in
the northern Pakistani town of

Gilgit, a government minister
said, reports Reuter.

Troops were called into the
remote town Iin the Pakistan-
ruled part of Kashmir to pre-
vent further violence between
the majority Sunni and the
minority Shi'ite sects, police
in Gilgit said.

Kashmir affairs and north-
ern areas minister Mehtab
Ahmed Khan told parlament
that Sunnis and Shf'ites fought
gunbattles resulting in six
peoplc killed and 20 wounded.

Industrial loans
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rt own-

ers leader Ashraf Khan and

ng Directors and chief

executives of different nation-

alised and private banks at-

| tended the meeting.

' from now on,

e ———————— e —

-

4

The meeting decided that
banks would
prepare the lists of defaulting
debtors [rom whom the debt-
money would be realised with
the assistance of B R T A,
llangladesh Road Transport
Association and Bangladesh
[3us-truck Owners' Association.

The meeting also decided
that defaulting debtors would
not be al to renew their
route-permit and comprehen-
sive Insurance, covering the
risk of both transport owners
and users, will be a must in
case of granling loans for buy-
ity ITinsports.

-;-; “""ij
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Matin Khasru (AL), alter
protests by opposition MPs
against the formation of the
government committee in-
stead of the constitution of a
parliamentary commitice and
also against the non-inclustion
of three MPs clected from the
hill districts.

The body on the CHTs was
asked to submit its report to
the government within two
months citing the present po-
sition of the crisis in the CHT»
and recommending ways out of
the same

Committee sources said
that the time Hmit to
the report might be extended
for at least two reasons — de-
layed start of the committee's
[unctioning and its boycott by
the opposition members.

Even after the inclusion of a
CHT MP in the committee, all
the three opposition MPs —
Rashed Khan Menon of the
Workers Party, Kolparanjan
Chakma of the AL and
Shahjahan Chowdhury of the
Jamaat — continued rejecting
it protesting that ft was
formed without prior consent
of the opposition and ignoring
parliament where the forma-
tion of a parliamentary special
body in this regard was raised

| on several occasions.

According to BNP sources,

. formation of the commiltec

also caused dissatisfaction in a

section of the BNP leadership .

who had not even been con-
sulted about the issue.
Sourees said that the
Environment Minister
Abdullah-Al-Noman and Social
Wellare Minister T ul Islam
had met twice with four MPs
(including the CHT MP from
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| Committee on CHT

the women's reserved quota)
of the CHT districts lhd dis-
russed formation of a commit
e on the CHT lasue.

They preliminarily decided
o meet the Prime Minister in

. this connection after identify-

ing the main causes of the CHT
problems and reaching a con-
scnsus on a probable solution.
But the sudden anfiounce
ment of the Ol Ahmed-led
committee surprised them

As dcbale on the govern:
ment-formed committee con-
tinued, parleys between the
government and the opposi
tion were held on its reconstl-
tution.

However, those resulted in
a deadlock between the two
sides as the opposition repeat-

edly termed the committee
u and reiterated its
demand to replace (t with a

parliamentary onc¢ having rep-
resentation of all the parties
in the House and with the in-
clusion of the three CHT MPs

Disagreeing with the oppo-
sitfon, the governmen! argued
that the present commitice
had been empowered o co-opt
anybody as its members and
that it would also invite two
other CHT MPs for opintons

But the opposition viewed
that no solution to the CHT
crisis would be possible unless
an all- committee accept-
able to all was formed.

A committee member of the
BNP told The Daily Star thal
members belonging to opposi-
tion parties were informed
about the CHT trip and had
been requested to join  the
programme. However, no re-
sponse to Lhe request had
been r‘t"n‘.’h"td as yet

Mumclpul Cnrporahun authorities d.emnluhed roadside shops at Kawran Bazar in the city

yesterday.

== L

Jatiyatabadi
Muktijoddha
Dal floated

A new body of freedom
fighters styled 'Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Muktfjoddha Dal
was floated in Dhaka yesterday
with the objective of uniting
the freedom fighters from the
grassroots level to strengthen
the hands of the present
democratic government in its
efforts to establish democracy
and carry oul development ac-
tivities, reports BSS,

Communications Minister
Ol Ahmad has been made the
Chiel Adviser while State Min-
tster for Land Kabir Hossain
and Wing Commander (Retd) S
R Mirza have been chosen as
Chiel Coordinator and Con-

venor respectively of the 5O-
memhber central convening
commiltee,

The Dal will ‘have four divi-
sional convenors, namely Kazi
Azizul Huq (lLebu Kazi) for
Dhaka division, Advocate

IHnl:iu] Islam Montu for C

ng division, Dr Aminul Huq
for Raishah! divisfon and
Nasiruddin Ahmad Babu for
Khulna division.

Pilot Officer [(Retd) Axizur
Rahman will head the Dhaka
city convening commitiee of
the Dal.

The function was presided

over by adviscr of the Dal and
journalist Sayed Mesbahuddin
Ahmad.

| CID gwen chdrge
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given charge of the case.
Five persons, including a

| former MP of Jatiya Party.

were so far arrested In con-
nection with the incident.

DB police, however, [afled
to make any significant head-
way into the case till yesterday,
according to a police source.

At a directive from high
level police authority, the
charge of investigation was
handed over to the CID yester-
ey,

lﬂil.n ASP ol fhe CID, Golam
Mostafa, was entrusted as the
investigating officer (10) of the
CAasC.

Mecanwhile, Shahnawaz, rc
portedly an Indian national,
who was arrested from Jessore
in connection with the at-
tempt on the life of the WP
lcader and Laken on a four-day
remand, was still being inter-
rogatled at the Detective
Branch office at Minto Road till
yesierday, according to police.

Arafat to attend
UN meeting

GENEVA, Aug 24: The
President of the Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation (PLO)
Yasser Arafat will attend a
United Nations meeling
Wednesday on Palestine, Arab
sources in Geneva said today,

reports AFP.

— Star photo

Textile
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utilisation, cost production and
market value of the products.

According to analysis of the

projected cash [flow, it was
found that {f the units operale
with 60 per cent capacily
provided with adequate work-
ing capital, these could make a
10 per cent operating profit
every year,

After deducting 10 per cent
profit against equity, it would
take the textile units 15 years
to repay all the principal loans
and the interests, the analysis
said,

There would be no increase
in current assels and present
liabilities, it said, adding that
increase of the costs would ofl-
sct the increase ol price
throughout' the profect il

The analysis [urther ~aid f
these units were provided with
necessary working capital, the
money could be recovered
with principal amount and
interests.

There are now 2000 spe-
cialised textile mills in the
country most of which have be-
tween four and 20 power-
looms.

Most of the country's five
lakh looms, including the
40,000 powerlooms have becn
closed or remained Inopera-
tive.

These industries were shut
down because of smuggled
supphlies of grey cloths, lack of
adequate working capital,
higher bank interest and price
hike of textile yarn.

Israel cancels
expulsion
orders against

. Palestinians

JERUSALEM, Aug 24: Is-
| rael's Labour ment can-
| celled ex orders at
' 11 Palestintans issued by the
' s Likud administration
Il as Middle East Lalks re
' sumed in Washington today,

the Defence Ministry said, re
ports Heuter.

' The move came a day alter
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
ordered the release of about
800 Arab prisoners and the
casing ol restrictions of Pales
tinfans lving under Israeli
military occupation in an at
tempt to Improve the atmo
sphere at the talks.

~ Rabin vowed to speed up
negotiations with Israel's Arab

neighbours after toppling the
right-wing Likud government

in June

isracl has expelled 66
Palestinians since an uprising
eru in the Arab
lands in 1967. The -
tions have been wide
demned as a violation
national law.

The 11 Palestiniand, ac-
cused of inciting a Palestinian
uprising against lsrael, were
ordered to be expelled in Jan-
- wary afler a spate of attacks on
Jewish settlers.

India denies

accord on
Siachen

NEW DELHI, Aug 24: India
today dented that any under

-

i

- standing was reached at during

oreign Secretary
level talks with Pakistan on

i mutual withdrawal of troops
from Stachen glacter, reports

| PTL.

| The dental by an External

]thmnt?
|

 Aflairs Ministry spokesman |

. came when asked to comment
on press reports suggesting

that the two countries had
agreed during the talks to pull
' back (rom the world's highest
| battleficld.

Hartal observed
in Jessore to

protest arrest
. of JP leaders

' JESSORE, Aug 24: A half
| day hartal [rom morning to

J noon was observed here today

[ to protest the arrest of Jessorc
District President of Jatiya
| Party and ex-stale minister
| Khaledur Rahman Tito. All
shops and business centres
| remained closed-during hartal
hours. Vehicles were off the
roads while banks and offices
remained closed.

Al about 7:30 am, a BRTC
night coach (Dhaka Metro-Cha
5038) bound for Khulna from
Dhaka was attacked by pickets
al Paulbari. They damaged its
windshield, injuring mechanic
Abdus Sattar.

Tito was arrested day before
| yesterday in Dhaka. The
Jessore unit of Jatiya Party also
Ihruughl out a procession o

_protest the arrest yesterday

|

Th(- Midnight File

Hurricane Andrew kills
two in Florida

MIAMI, Aug 24. Hurricane Andrew, the killer storm Miamd

long dreaded,

smashed ashore before dawn
howling 160-mph (257 -kph] winds,

with
ripped across the Florida

peninsula, and then took aim at the Gulf Coast's underbelly.
The storm killed at lcast two people in Florida, and four were
reporied dead in Lhe Bahamas, reports AP.

Gunmenexecutefnmﬂy
OmeSouth

JOHANNESBURG, Aug 24

uniforms executed a tribal
children, including

a 4-year-old boy,
The deaths were part of at least 20

Gunmen dressed in
headman, his wife
hncuﬂm
around South

Africa during the weekend in some of the worst political

violence in recent r.nnnthli m&
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quoted the minisicr as saying
that he would be in Dhaka
sometime in July.
offlicials also hinted the same.
That, however, did not hap-
pen, apparently due to some
disagreement.

At the talks, Shukia's team

will be joined by High
Commissioner K nath
and other senior in

the Dhaka mission. The men
coming from New Delhi in-
clude C D Thatte, Chatrman of
the Central Water Commission
[CWC), M S Reddy, member of
CWC, Ramesh Chandra,
Commissioner of Eastern
Rivers, B N Dey, Chiel
Engineer of CWC and Gopal
Dixit, privale secretary to the

'Govt trying to
divert attention
from actual
Menon-assailants’

By Staff Correspondent

The Workers Party Monday
slated the government's atl
tempt to divert the people's
attention from the actual as-
saflants of party General Secre-
tary Rashed Khan Menon by
propagating ‘misleading in-
formation.

Party President Amal Sen
and acting General Secretary
Haider Akbar Khan Rono in a
sltatement said that the fabri-
cated information provided by
different investigating agencics
of the Home Ministry were an

h to divert people's at-
tention from the actual course
of investigation and the iden-
tity of the assailants.

sald that Jamaat-
Shibir-Jubo Command activists
were now e in the poli-
tics of "killing and terrorism”
and were very much in-
volved with the killing of Ratan
Sen and Abdus Salam.

The WP leaders said that
they wanted the immediate ar-
rest ol those who attacked
Menon and cautioned against
"{ishing in troubhled water”
with the assassinalion attempt
on their leader.

In the statement, they also
reiterated their demand for
the removal of Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury and
wanted an independent probe
into the incident.

minister.
Agriculture and Irrigation

Minister Majid -ul s team
comprises Asafl owla,
Secretary in the Mindstry of

Irrigation. Additional

A H Mahmood
High Commissioner Fa
Sobhan, and senjor JRC
WDB officials.

They will talk for four hours
in two sessions at the
Irrigation Ministry conference
room.

Since |988, there has not
been an accord on of
the flow at the Farakka,
leading to unilateral with-
drawal of waters india. As a

It, Ba northern
:ﬁ:;.'rh"ll t;ﬁmm' four dif-

ficult dry seasons.

The 1974 joint declaration
between Prime Ministers en-
vi that any withdrawal

be subject to an agree-
ment. Subsequent arrange-
ments, the live-year 1977
agreement and the 1982
Memorandum of Understan-
ding that had been in effect for
two (hree year lerma, were
the consequences of that
arord,

SAARC parliament
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ted by Secretary Gen-
eral of Indian Lok Sobha CK
Jain, Director of Citizens Ma-
jlis of Maldives Adam Haleem,
Secretary General of Parlia-
ment of Nepal JL Satyal, Sec-
retary General of the National
Assembly of Pakistan Khan
Ahmed . Secretary Gen-
eral of Parltament of Sri Lanka

SN Seneviratne and Secretary
of Jattya Sangsad ufw

Bhutan is represented by its

ambassador to Dhaka Karma
as the Gen-
eral of the national assembly of
Bhutan could not come due to
his preoccupations in connec-
tion with the elections there.

Secretary of Jatiya Sangsad
of host Bangladesh Abul
Hashem was unanimously
clected Chairman of the
meeting,

In his opening remarks
Hashem welcomed the Secre-
taries-General of the SAARC
countries and expressed the
hope that the deliberations of
the meeting would be fruitiul
in preparing a draft charter for
the proposed Association of
the Speakers and Parllamen-
tarians of SAARC countries.

Dhaka WASA Notice

It is hereby notified for information of all the valued consumers of Dhaka WASA
that as per approval of the Government, existing water/sewer rates have been
refixed as follows with effect from 30th September, 1992.

Sl
Nol|

Nature of holding

Non-metered

Connections

Metered Connection

Per 1000 . Per 1000
Gallons Litres

’r’
1. |Residential and

20.56% per annum

including office

Community type of annual valuation
holdings of the holding
' 2. 'Industrial | 2056% per annum Tk 4680 | Tk 10.32
1 Organisation of annual valuation
| of the holding
1 =——
3. |Commercial Firms 20.56% per annum Tk 46.80

of annual valuation

|
|
! buildings
|

a)
cnnmctmns

Sewer rate is equal to water rate

b)

For holdings having only sewer connection sewer rates will be charged
annually 20.56% of the annual valuation of the holdin

of the holding
1 Domestic/Community | Commercial/Industrial/
type holdings Office
4. |Buildings under cons-
truction (non-metered) |
a) /¢ water Tk 402.50 PM Tk 1150.00 PM
connection | N
b) 1" ¢ water Tk 690.00 PM Tk 2070.00 PM
connection v
c 1/, ¢ water Tk 1380.00 PM Tk 4140.00 PM
connection e
T d) 2 water Tk 2875.00 PM’ Tk 8625.00 PM
mnnecﬁnn
5. | Minimum rate for metered and non-metered holdings Tk 16.45 per month.

for holdings having both water and sewer

7. | Holdings hawng no sewer connection bul falling within mn ft of commissioned
scwer mains 7.41% of annual valuation mll be rhargcd il‘!ﬂua“?

A

WASA--P.1. 299/92
D-477

i
@ Dhaka WASA '
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