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Dhaka, Tuesday, August 25 1992

FBCCI Speaks Out

Presidents of
and Industries an
associations, meeting
Federation — FBCCI, have jointly expressed alarm
at the detertforat
the country which, they
hampering all sqrts of economic acttvities. The
dnd? rise in criminal activities, they said, “will
cripple businesses in no time" making the
prospects of new investment both local and for-
eign "a far cry.” This "highest alarm”, whatever
that is sup to signily, was raised following
two da deliberations by the FBCCI leaders
from all over the country. While the business
leaders were expressing their frustrations with
the law and order issue, our finance minister was
reportedly blasting our bankers for thetr alleged
‘insincerity and inefliciency.” Mr Saifur Rahman
has been quoted as saying "You(meaning the
bankers) have ruined the prospects of setting up
new industries. You have foiled many good pro-

We are confused, to say the least. While on the
one hand the business community is expressing

the same of 45 trade

its ina to carry out regular economic activi-
ties, our nce minister is sa it is the
bankers who are spoiling everything. fafls to

understand why a bank, whose business it is to
lend money and earn interest, should shy away
from doing so unless there are compelling
grounds to think that the loans would never be
paid back. What about the private banks? Why
should they follow the line of the nationalised
banks ? So there must be more to the problem
llrl';gmn would appear from what Mr. Rahman is say-

May we suggest that maybe the finance minis-
ter is "bar up the wrong tree”, as the
sion goes. Maybe he should listen .to the
people who are potential investors and promoters
of industries. These ple are not blasting the
bankers but are t.allnn%about the law and order
situation. We all know that unless a minimum- se-
curity and safety of person and property can be
ensured no will invest. Even the most liberal
banker will not find any takers — except perhaps
those who have no intention of paying back any-
way.

The voice of the Chamber and trade association
leaders are the most authentic voice of the en-
trepreneurial class. Even those businessmen who
are not part of these bodies will make their own
decisions on the basis of what anisations like
the FBCCI will say. Is it realistic to expect foreign
investors rushing to Bangladesh or even th
of coming here when our own business leaders
are [rustrated about what they term to be the
government's indifference” towards the law and
order issue? This journal has repeatedly drawn
the government's attention to the fact of rising
crimes, extortion, protection money and the
personal threat to the Jives of busipnessmen
who refuse to pay,; etc: So far, to no' effect. The
concern expressed by such a large number

of representatives of our business community
can be ignored at the government's own
peril. The nt will be well advised not to
make a political issue of what the Chamber
leaders are saying, who have faulted the
np?osltltm also for not playing a constructive
role

very

The statement by the Chamber leaders that
"subscription to any political faith should not
provide iImmunity to the crimes committed in
the marketplace” makes it as plain as a statement
can be that law enforcing agencies are no lon-
ger impartial and are a part of partisan poli-
tics. I what the FBCCI leaders are saying is
any‘lhlnﬁmm ?n by. then the finance minister
should k closer to home to find the elements
who are letting him, and his prime minister,
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Fight against Tuberculosis

That the prevalence of tuberculosis in the
country is one of the highest in the world is
known to many. What is however less known is
that the number of death due to the disease is
also very high. As many as 80,000 people die of
tuberculosis every year. The number of TB
rauentn has been estimated, reports say, at 45
akh 68 thousand and add to this staggering
figure an annual increase of 1.5 lakh, the tally
by the year 2,000 is likely to well surpass the
50 lakh mark. A communicable disease,
tuberculosis alone stands to exacerbate the health
situation of the country and thus will ose
the inherent defects in the too ambitious claim
for securing health for all by the second
millennium. -

Highly contaminating and
disease E:-es a serious threat to public health be-
cause the process of contamination is increas-
ingly proving far too stronger com to the
rr.medﬁl steps for its containment. the pre-
ventive and curative measures fall far short of the
requirement. One saving grace amidst such a
mismatch is the Expande amme of Im-

munization (EPI) which decidedly takes care of
infants below five years of age against the disease.
But for the rest upto 50 years ol age starting spe-

cially from 16, the disease is always a potential
threat.

The answer to why so many people here are
vulnerable to tuberhg’ulom is nﬁ Ev:n an in-
lractable one either. The prominen
the widespread and the absence of clean-
liness in our social life. Sure enough, the inci-
dence of the disease could be brought down by
fo a few health rules. This proves, how-
ever, to be a tall order for a society, unless

the quality of life of the people is substantially
raised. subject on improved diet, even
within limits, and cleanliness should be

introduced in school for students in line with
similar

programmes that have gained curren
MInmcSouthMManmtm!::wﬂhmcucg

results. Indeed, the emphasis should be more

on the tive part than on the curative
aspects of the whole r:ampalfn. But early
detection of the disease still offers some

ldrmufu in d with it. A nationwide
system lor such a detection will be in order,

hopefully, to the fents ter benefits at
much h-‘::-t Tﬁ:l &=

“ nation in turmm is also
expected to enjoy the gain.

30 Chambers of Commerce
under the auspices of their

law and order situation of
said, was seriously

expres- _

t curable too, this

t causes lie Iin

L

 registered a

mueh used expreasion

during the closing

woeks of 1900 was tra-
nsparency in the business of
government’. A Bangla equi
valent was gquickly found and it
gained currency in no time.
Apparently we all of us und-
erstood, more or less clearly,
what was meant the expr-
ession, perhaps the more
readily because it pointed 1o
something singularly lacking in
the nine-year role of President
Ershad It was widely believed
that with the coming inte
power of a duly elected gover
nment, this missing quality
will return. Unfortunately, in
this thrthltnl gevernment

has belied the expectations of
the people
Between the government

and the public, there is a wall
of uncommunication. The
agencies and instruments of
public relations are ex-
actly the opposite of what they
are expected to do. [ do not
think that they are defaulters
themselves; they have re-
mained the puppets that they
have in the past, and the
strings are very much in the
hands of their masters. Noth-
ing has chnnrd in this. The
comparative [reedom of the
print media, — the belabouring
of the pressmen by the police,
the advertisement game of the
DFP notwithstanding, — only
emphasises the continued
enslavement of the electronic
media.

That the radio and televi-
sion are today exactly where
they were in Ershad's days was
made perfectly plain in the
news bulletins of 20th August.
On that day, the whole country
loud protest

nst the attempted murder
of Rashed Khan Menon. In the
immediate bac und was the
vote of no-co of August

Sangsad has all the potential of establishing itself as the grand instrument
hhmhwmthﬂﬁhlmhlm.:. Dtrh;n-ﬁmﬂhh

be highly informative. But are they?

2. hotly and passionately de-
bated on the floor of the
Sangsad, a debate in which Mr
Menon's voilce was one of the
loudest In condemnation of the
government's handling of the
law and order situation. In
their speeches and state-
ments, during the last few
weeks, political leaders had
been crying hoarse over the
threat to their own lives posed
by the killer squads of Jamaat-
i-lslami and the Freedom
Party. That these were not
emptly Lhreais was driven
home when hired killers mur-

other parties.
The enormity of the sup.

pression staggered me, as it

must have staggered all view-

ers. The radico must have done

)
to those who call the tune of
medig, — the Ministry of In-
formation But this latest ex
ample of suppression, though
perfectly in line with the me
dia's past record, was

nonetheless curious. There
was a strike call. But was there
a strike? Did people respond?
The shopkeepers, the office
workers, the mill hands, and
others? Iid the public trans-
port operate? What was the at-
tendance like in the Secre-
tariatl. in schools and colleges?
How did the city's thorough
fares look?

PASSING

Zillur Rahm:

parency in the governance of
the country. We ofien see the
US President or at Jeast the
spokesman of the US admints-
tration in our TV screen but
never our Prime Minister, nor
our ebullent Information Min-

ister, nor a spokesman., who
will appear perfodically for a
Press bricfing that will be tele-
cast for the benefit of the
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All this and more came out
in the newspapers the follow-
ing day. So people knew all
they wished to know. But this
denial or failure of the elee-
tronic media to serve news,
does it constitute a criminal
failure to perform what the law
of the land obliges them to
perform? Not being an expert
in law, | do not have the an-
swer myselfl If there has not
been a violation of law jn this
sirange case of suppression,
then the law is inadequate.
The people have a grievance
here. they have a right to
news, news that very much
concerns thetr well-being. It 1s
their money that runs the
media. How do we ensure that
events of national concern get
proper coverage in Radio and
television? Will our legislators
consider this question when
they meet next?

No, there |s

no Lrans

viewers. Apparently there is a
dich here between the
policy for the print media
which is quite liberal, and the
policy for the electronic me-
dia, which is negative in the
extreme, and foolishly, inex-
plicably so, for a popularly
clected government.

The government does not
appear to realise that what the
people had accepted as quite
normal on the part of an auto-
cralic government, they will
not accept from a government
they shed their blood to bring
into existence. This opacity,
both in po and administra-
tion, which persisted de-
spite the fall of an autocratic
regime, is causing concern.
The Prime Minister's recent
visit to Pakistan was an event
that called for a full statement,
preferably by hersell, a frank,
honest and full statement of
what has been achieved, and

achieving -

what still remained to be
achieved. The journalists in
the Prime Minister's entourage
did not get a straight reply to
some of the questions they
asked the high officials of the
Fo Affairs mintstry. There
veiled answers and half-dentals
of news items appearing in the
Pakistani press. The cause of
transparency was not served in
the precess. Conceding that
there always are grey areas in
diplomacy, there is also a con-
siderable area of explicitness
of harmiess communication
that generates confidence in
public mind. It is sad that the
ﬂ:tmm:r:t'l public relations
so far been conducted on
wrong principles; and that the
Minister himsell has set per-
haps the worst example of
misinformation.

With the electronic media
in chains, and the print media
under a constant threat of pun-
ishment, if it fails to serve
objective news', the arbiter of
what constitutes objective
news being the very agency
which excels in suppressing
news, in strangulating informa-
tion, one tums to the Sangsad
and one is tempted to ask how
far has this August body been
able o serve as a window on
the thinkings and doings of
the government.

Sangsad has all the poten-
tial of establishing iteelf as the
grand instrument for achieving
iransparency. True, it does not

i
i

§st
'g
E

i
=3i§

Ratan Sen, has brought into fo-
cus the twin issues of trans-

The government,
especially the Ministry o
Home Affairs, finds itself in the
unenviable position of co-ac-
cused along with the alleged
perpetrators of a chain of

creed might
hatched in other nests, bist —
s0 goes the accusation — it has
been fed and nourished In
quarters close to the govern-
ment. if not within it

Lack of transparency in
administration has directly
contributed to a mood of dis-
trust, an absence of faith in the
government's ability and will-
ingness to curb the monster.
The handling of investigation,
the beating-about-the-bush
manner in which it is being
conducted, has, f
deepened the distrust. The
government. if it really wishes
to restore public confidence,
must abjure the habit of In-
dulging in ambiguity and

have any thing like a perennial  equivocation.

Nightmare Faces the Balkans — II _
Winter Begins to Loom as Refugee Flow Grows

by Petar Hadji-Ristic

EARLY two and hall mi-
lion refugees are al-

ready known to be
vicims of the Yugoslav civil
war and the number is rising
by thousands daily as the fight-
ing continues with increasing
ferocity in Bosnia-Herzegovina

Just under two million,
most of them civilians, are now
uprobted within the country
which was once Yugoslavia
Their homes often lie in ruins,
their possessions leoted and
they are traumatised by the
savage fighting in the heart of
Europe.

Another 400,000 have
taken refuge in other coun-
trics, according to the United
Nations High Commission for
Refugees. They have found
their way to such far away
places as lceland and Finland.

But the official figures give
only of the true picture of
the disaster which has created
Europe's biggest refugee crisis
since World War Two.

There 18 no record of the
hundreds of thousands, per-
haps more tHan a million, who

l
| are notl registered as refugees.
| They just packed their bags

quietly and fled to other
regions and countiries as
Yugoslavia disintegrated and
the fighting spread from one
republic to another.

Another 800,000 are
trapped- by the ﬁghttnlg in
Bosnia. They, too, would be
refugees if they could break
out of the besieged cities or
cross the armed barricades.
And there is no sign that the
crisis is ending.

"Ethnic cleansing™ — the
terrorisation of minorities
forcing them to move to other
territory — fs still underway
with a vengeance. Reports of
killings, disappearances,
women and children herded
into freight cars and the de-
struction of mosques, have
been coming out of the
Bosnian city of Bosanski Novi.
Officials warned that unless
the world called a halt to this
there would be another
400,000 Muslim refugees from
the area.

The Serbs even set out to
conduct this policy from a UN
Protected Area, set up specifi-
cally to arrange the demilitari-
sation of Croatia and enable the

return of ref . s belore
this, other nl’Et:ﬂl’:Llu were

Sir, Congratulations for your
admirable leader in the 10th
instant issue of your esteemed
journal. While you have rightly
hit the nail on the head, the
real point, however, is, since
the fish has rotted from the
head, who else other than the
Administration {itself can re-
verse the process? Reportedly,
it is the Administration which
more often than not 'protects
miscreants’. It is, therefore,
for the Administration and the
Administration alone, to enact
special laws to stop the rot and
enforce these laws rigidly and
impartially.

To meet drastic situations,
drastic laws are necessary,
Corruption has into the
very vitals of all fields of the
Administration and it is just
not possible for the ordinary
citizen to have even a small
thing done without bribery and

The Yugoslav civil war has already claimed nearly two and half million refugees. According to
UNHCR, half a million of these could die unless the fighting stops at once. While politicians talk
peace, the number of homeless people is rising by the day as the fighting continues.

Where Yugoslav refugees are going

hmmmm-umhnmmﬁm-mm
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warning that they expected a
further one million refugees,
bringing the number to well
over three million.

Hall a milllon of these could
die unless the fighting stops at
once, warns UNHCR special
envoy Jose Maris Mendiluce
They risk death from the
harsh weather and starvation.
he has said in an effort to bring
home to Europeans the scale
of the disaster unfolding. In a
few weeks wintry weather will
begin to descend on the Yu-
goslav mountain regions.

Many of the refugees within
the former Yugoslavia are now
in Croatia, once the second
largest republic in Lthe federa-
tion. Three-quarters of a mil-
lion have contributed to the
virtual collapse of an economy
already devastated by the civil
war. And there is only one
permanent refugee camp with
basic washing and cooking fa-
cilities and tents.

Some refugees are housed
by families. But a vast number

million were displaced within lorme: Yugosiavia

are on the move, either
scarching for homes or seek-
ing to leave the country.

Almost 400,000 refugees
are in Serbia, more than half of
them from Bosnia. The rest are
spread throughout the other
republics of the former Yu-
goslavia.

Families are split up, com-
munications by telephone is
often impossible because lines
between republics are cut. For
a vast number, knowing that
with 75 per cent unemploy-
ment, hyper-inflation and the
destruction of economic activ-
ity because of the civil war,
their best hope is that other
countrics will open the doors
to them.

But European countries are
as divided about how to help as
they were about how to react
to Yugoslavia's willful, bloody
disintegration.

Buses and trainloads - of
tearful, exhausted Bosnian
reflugees — some 200,000 —
have been recetved by Ger-
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kickbacks.
Our existing legal system s

cumbersome and time-con-
suming. Special laws should,
therefore, be enacted provid-
ing for Special Courts or
Tribunals with summary pow-
ers to try all cases of grave
crimes and, equally important,
all types of corruption. It is
only by such a process, pro-
vided the Administration is
honest and sincere, that the
existing situation can be grad-
ually reversed: otherwise the
stage is not far away when the
situation i{s bound to become
totally frreversible. There is
also an urgent need for a thor-
ough overhaul of the police
administration and the entire

bureaucracy.

A Qayyum
Gulshan, Dhaka.

Topics of debate
Sir, Frequently debating-
scssions are arranged by

schools, colleged, universitics
and other forums including
Bangladesh Television. Mainly
students take part in these de-
bates. Debating helps In
strengthening one’'s power of
specech and reasoning. The
subject or topic of a debate
competition {s an important
thing which is to be selected
carefully. Often we find author-
ities select topics which are
against universally accepted
norms or values. Such types of
topics not only deprive the
competitors who s against
the motion but plead to
establish things of poor logic.
We sincerely hope that spon-
sors of debating competition
will take proper care while
selecting topics for debates.

M Zahidul Hague
Assistanl Professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural In
siftute, Dhaka.

many over the past months.
Hungary, Sweden and Switzer-
land have generously opened
their doors in the spint called
lor by the UN High Commis-

sioner for Refugees, Sadako
Ogata, taking tens of thou

sands. Britain and France have
taken few, insisting #t is better
for them to stay closer  to
home.

Most of the funds sought by
the UNHCR have been
reccived. The Germans have
called for refugee quotas, but
other countries have rejected
the idea. Critics ask : once the
quotas were reached what will
happen 1o the rest?

Bonn has accused the Euro-
pean Community of not accept-
ing its full burden of responsi-
bility. France supports the
creation of safe havens, as was
done for the Iraqi Kurds after

the Gulf war. The problem is

where to locale them in
Bosnia, a country already dis
membered the heavily-

armed militias controlling
most of the territory.

There i{s deep disquiet that
their creation might actually
pid the extreme Serbs iIn
Bosnia in their “ethnic cleans-
ing" policy, ridding the terri-
tory they control of Muslims,

who would flee into the
havens.
Havens, it is suggested,

could become festering ghet-
tos of dispossessed who might
never be able to return to their
homes because of their ethnic
origin.

Now the UN policy is to pa-
trol and send in food to the
beleaguered people. Dealing
wilh the crisis on Yugoslav soil
is appealing, but the reality is

that there are few safe places
to which people can escape
the trauma of the fighting and
nowhere with adequate factlt-
ties to house them.

The UN wants "tempdrary
protection” for those flee
to neighbouring ecountries,
such as Hu and Austria. If
they recetved this, they could
recover and sit 1t out until a
political settlement was nego-
tiated including their return.

Sending in troops has been
suggested, but Western gov-
ernments prefer to centinue
diplomatic pressure. The Eu-
ropeans now back an ex-
panded peace conference on
the former Yugoslavia to be
held in London in late

This may be a time to re-
flect on the mistakes made by
the international comm in
dealing with the break-up of
Yugoslavia. Scores of other
festering: ethnic disputes
throughout Europe could
explode in the years ahead.

— GEMINI NEWS

PETAR HADJI-RISTIC has
written extensively on Balkan

affairs. He was previously based
in Belgrade.

OPINION

Hasan

Mr. S M Ali's "My World”
(The Daily Star, 21 August}
prompts me to put down on
paper whatever little 1 know
about Hasan Shahid
Shurawardy and his article in
question,

Borm in 1890 (24 October]
in Calcutta or Midnapore
Hasan Shahid Suhrawardy ( he
dropped his first name quite
carly in life)] was the eldest
son of Justice Sir Z R Zahid
Shurawardy (1870-1949) and
Khujasta Akhtar Banu (1919-7,
daughter of the eminent
scholar Ubaidullah al-Ubaidi
Shurawardy, 1834-86, and sis-
ter of Sir Hasan Suhrawardy,
1884-1946, Vice Chancellor,
Untversity of Calcutta, and Sir
Abdullah al Mamun
Suhrawardy,?-1935, Tagore
Professor of Law, University of
Calcutta). Shahid obtained his
M A degree in English in
1910 from the University of
Calcutta and BA in History in
1914 from Oxford University.
From England he went to
Russia in 1915 where he be-
came a lecturer jn English at
the Moscow University and
later an Art-director of the
Moscow Art Theatre. Having
left Moscow in 1920 he trav-
elled through Europe for
sometime before settling In
Paris where he was appointed
an adviser to the Fine Arts di-
vision of the Centre for
International Cultural:
Exchange founded the
League of Nations. In all proba-
bility this appointment helped
the withdrawal in 1930 of the
ban on his re-entry into India
imposed by the government
which was suspicious of his
communist connection. On his
return home Rabindranath
Tagore made him Nizam
Professor of Islamic Culture at
Viswabharati. In Calcutta he
met a kindred soul iIn
Sudhindranath Datta (1901]-
60), the poet, and joined his
Friday club, better known as
Parichayer Adda (called after
Sudhindranath's worthy library
ﬁ:umnl. the Parichaya which

rst appeared in 1931), where

Shahid Suhra

Anisuzzqgman

great scholars and creative tal-
ents used to meet three
Fridays a month. Malcolm
Muggeridge reminisced much
later of another gathering: "In
Calcutta there were five of us
who met regularly and became
close friends — Tulsi Goswami,
Apurbo Chanda, Shahid
Shurawardy, Sudhin and my-
sell. Now, alas, all are dead
save me.” It was in these in-
formal gatherings that Shahid's
erudition and critical apprecia-
tion of literature and the arts
came to be widely recognized.
He was persuaded to write for
the Parichaya and later for the
Chaturanga the prestigious lit-
erary quarterly founded by
Humayun Kabir (1906-61). One
however assumes that while
the contents of these essays
were Shahid's, the language
was somebody else's, for
Shahid himsell attributed his
lack of [acility in Bengali to his
"defective upbringing.”

In 1932, Shahid
Suhrawardy succeeded
Abanindranath Tagore as
Bagiswari Professor of Fine
Arts at the University of
Calcutta and held the chair
until 1943 when he was made
a member of the Bengal Public
Service Commission, He was
elected a Fellow (and ex-officio
member of the Senate) of the
University of Calcutta in 19485,
After partition he moved to
Karachi to take up his position
as a member of the Pakistan
Federal Public Service
Commission of which he be-
came the Chairman later on.
He was invited, together with
Picasso and a couple of other
luminaries, to advise on the
art-decoration of the UNESCO
headquarters in Paris. He was a
Visiting Professor of Orfental
Arts at the Colombia University
and Pakistan's ambassador to
Spain, Morocco and Tunisfa. In
1959 he returned to Karachi
to lead a retired life, all by
himself, and died there in
1966 (3 March). Among his
publications are Essays in

wardy

Verse, Mussalman Culture and
Mussalman Art in Spain.
Shahid Suhrawardy's paper,
"Tagore at Oxford", was pub-
lished in the Calcutta
Municipal Gazette, Tagore
Memorial Special Supplement,
on 13 September 1941. It is
said that C R Das (1870-1925)
felt the need of publishing the
Gazette when he became the
Mayor of Calcutta in 1924 and
asked Amal Home (1893-
1975) to take charge. It goes
to the credit of Amal Home,
satirically nicknamed lome,
sweet home, that during his
editorship (1925-49) he made
the Gazette an extraordinary
publication. Of immense value
were the three special num-
bers that he brought out —
those on C V Raman,
Jagadishchandra Bose and
Rabindranath Tagore. The
Tagore Memorial Supplement
has been reprinted by the
Calcutta Municipal Corporation
in 1986 on the occasion of
Tagore's 125th birth anniver-
sary. A note at the end of
Suhrawardy's article says: "By
arrangement with '‘Chaturanga,’
Asvin 1348" which suggests

that a Bengali version of the

essay was earlier published in
that journal following the
death of Tagore. A photograph
accompanying the article in
the Gazette also shows the
younger brother, Huseyn
Shaheed Shurawardy (1892-
1963}, in the Oxford group.

It is a matter of greal regret
that Shahid Shurawardy is not
s0 well-known to us and even
an historian of RC Majumdar's
eminence has, in his memoirs,
confused Shahid Suhrawardy,
the scholar, with Huseyn
Shaheed Shurawardy, the
politician. There was some talk
of bringing out a Bengall ver-
sion of Shahid's art criticisms
by the Bangla Academy, but
matters do not appear to have

progressed.

Dr. Anisuzzaman (s

Professor of Bengall, Dhaka
University




