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NEWS BRIEFS
B Mury

off to London

The Deputy
House in parltament Profl A Q
M Badruddoza Chowdhury left
Dhaka for London Sunday
morning on a personal visil. He
will stay there for aboul two
weeks, reports BSS.

City Puja body
confce Aug 28

The blennial conference of
Mahanagar Sarbajanin Puja
Commiitee will be held at
Dhakeshwart Mondir Melangan
on August 28. Prafullah Kumar
Howlader will preside over the
conference. Founder President
of Mahanagar Sarbajanin Puja
Committee Sree Kamal Bhuson
Roy Chowdhury will address
the conference as chiefl guest,

reports UNP.

JP calls strike in
Jessore today

JESSORE, Aug 23 : The dis-
trict unit of Jatiya Party has
called for a half-day strike in
the town tomorrow to protest
the arrest of its president
Khaledur Rahman Titu. Khale
dur Rahman, a former Statc
Minister and Cultural Affairs
Secretary
committee of the party, was
arvested in Dhaka late Saturday

night, reports UNB.

City BNP extended
An extended meeting of the
Dhaka city unit of BNP will be
held at its office in Dhaka to-
day with city BNP president Lt
Gen (Retd) Mir Shawkat Al
MP in the chair.reports SS
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BNP opens dialogue with AL

PM-5 party meet not held

By Special Correspondent

The proposed meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and the leaders of
the Five-Party Allance did not
tnke place yesterday inspite of
its time being fixed.

In another development,
the BNP has also o a dia-
logue with the Awami

" (AL) where Prol. Badruddoza

Chowdhury» Deputy Leader of
the House fs pﬂl}dng the key

role

S ——

sisted by Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, Chiefl Whip in
Parliament, according to
sources.

Meanwhile authoritative
sources said that the Five-Party
Alliance's conditions were not
acceplable to Begum Zia and
that she decided to 'defer the
meeting for the time being.’

Earlier, the Alllance -
ers, through intermediaries,
informed that they preferred a
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meecting

Sources sald that the
meeting was scheduled for
2.30 pm and that the

against it at 1.30 pm.

Allance sources said that a
meeting, to prepare the
agenda for the meeting, was
held in the Secretartat cham-
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ber of Abdul Mannan
Minister for Labour and
Manpower, at 1] am. The BNP
side was represented by
Mannan and Afsar Siddigui
while the Alllance side was
represented by Nirmal Sen
and Hatder Akbar Khan Rono.
Allance sources told The
Daily Star that the deciston
rejecting a formal dialogue
with the Prime Minister was
Scv 'ge 12 Col 8
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Military Hospital (CMH). The photo was taken at 1.45 pm Sunday through the glass-door of the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

Hospital a

security reason.

Rocket fire in Kabul stalls

Leader of the |

KABUL, Aug 23: Dissident
Mujahideen fought fierce bat-

" Ues with government troops in

Kabul today an heavy rocket

. fire damaged cmbassies in the
' city where over 1,800 people

have died in two weeks of

 fighting, reports Reuter,

As the renewed fighting
threatened to stall the evacua-
tion of diplomats, the govern-
ment warned it could not trust
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader
of the rebel hardline Hezb-i-
Islami Mujahideen against
whom il is battling, to observe
cven a temporary ceasefire.

A llezb inlantry advance

: [rom bases to the south of

Kabul met fierce opposition
from troops loyal to the three-
month-old Mujahideen coali-
tion govermmeont. ‘

“The Hezb did try to ad-
vance early this morning and
we counler-attacked,” said
commander Halil at the Kabul
garrison.

"They have lost three
four posts,” he said.

The United Nations said
1,800 civilans, many of them
women and children, had been
killed in the latest bloody
round of the l4-year Afghan
civil war. The city has been
severely damaged in blistering
cxchanges of rocket and ar-

or

 evacuation of diplomats

tillery fire.

Thousands more have been
injured, and over 120,000 res-
idents have fled the capital, a
senior UN official said.

The residence of the
Pakistani Ambassador was hit
during heavy rocket fire in the
afternoon and two ple were
hurt. The Ambassador was not:
in the building.

At the Indian embassy sev-
cral Mujahideen guards and
people applying for visas were
infjured when a rocket slam-
med down outside the buil-
ding. An unconfirmed report
said a woman had been killed.
Scv Page 12 Col 2
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'Dhaka-KL manpower pact likely

Dhaka and Kuala Lumpur
are likely to reach an agree-
menl lor export ol manpower
from Bangladesh to Malaysia.

The agreement is expected
to be finalised during Labour
and Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuyan's visil to Kuala
Lumpur sometime next month.

When contacted, the Minis-
ter told The Datly Star that
Dhaka was keen to have an

| agreement with Kuala Lumpur

|

of the central |

1

so that manpower export to
Malaysta could be enhanced.
"‘We want o keep our effec-
tive control and supervision for
the smooth export of our man-
power to Malaysia,” said the

Star Report

Minister adding that
Bangladesh was ready to meet
the manpower requirement of
Malirysta

“We have enough skilled,
semi-skilled and also un-
skilled workers who can work
in agricultural, industrial or
other scclors In Malaysia,” he
wande].

The Minister mentioned
that an agreement between the
two countries would help both
sides Increase manpower ex-
port from Bangladesh legally.

He said that Bangladesh
would export manpower to
Malaysia through both the pub-
lic and the private sectors. He,

however, added that special
care, particularly on private
scctor agencies, would be
taken so that no Bangladeshi
worker was sent abroad ille-

gally.
According to official
sources, the {ssue of man-

power export to Malaysia will
come up in the discussions be-
tween the two sides during
Malaysian Foreign Minister
Datuk Abdullah Bin Haji Ahmad

Badawi's current visit to

Bangladesh.

The Malaysian Foreign Min-
ister is due in Dhaka Sunday
night for a five-day visit.

orities, including Area Log Commander Brig Ainuddin, CMH Commanding Officer Lt Col
surgeons Maj Gens Mohaimen and Anis Waiz, had given permission to The Daily
take snaps of the ailing leader from inside the ICU, but a number of
and their own doctor refused to let the photographer enter the ICU for

Toufique, top

Star photographer A K M Mohsin to
people who claimed to be Menon's family members

Menon takes
solid food

By Staff Correspondent
' The condition of Rashed
Khan Menon. has improved on
all accounts, the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) medi-
cal bulletin said Sunday.

Menon's family sources said
that he had been given liquid
food with bread. They said that
he was now better than before.

The medical bulletin said
that Menon had been taken out
of bed. It further said that the
functions of his vital organs
were still under close observa-
tion.

The bulletin was issued af-
ter Menon's condition was re-
viewed by consultant physi-
cians and surgeons Sunday
mosning.

Attempt on Menon
Ex-JP MP, brother,
two others
sent to jail

. after remand

By Staff Correspondent

Former Jatiya Party (JP)
MP, his younger brother and
two other Bangladesh Chhatra
L.eague (BCL) leaders were
again sent to the Dhaka Central
Jafl Sunday on completion of a
two-day remand.

The former JP MP Monirul
Islam Monir, his younger
brother Zahirul Islam Rumi,
General Secretary of the
Shantinagar Club and two
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Navy will be

made stronger,
says PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed her government’'s firm
determination to bufld a strong
navy as it cannot remain indif-
ferent to the country’s defence
needs, UNB.

“In the interest of overall
development, we cannot re-
main indifferent to our de-
fence needs. Because devel-
opment and defence are syn-
onymous.” she said pointing
out that development would
not be possible If indepen-
dence and sovereignty were
not consolidated

Begum Zia was inaugurating
the commissioning of two mis-
sile boats named Anirban and

Uttal of Bangladesh Navy at the

| BIWTA Sadarghat terminal in

| past of the Navy im figh
calamities

the morning,

She expressed the hope
that inclusion of the two new
boats would help expand the
Neet of the Navy to
transform it into a m:ﬂem
force that is necessary to
maintain military balance In
the region. ;

She thanked the Chinese
government for providing the
two missile boats.

In her speech, Begum Zia
said one of the major respon-
sibilities of the navy were to
protect the country's vast mar-
itime resources, including
economically prospective coa-
stline.

"“Our coastline is about 700
kilometre long, we have sea
area coveri about 40,000
kilometre where huge un-
tapped resources lie”, she said.

Re to the glorious

natural and prn;‘t.?:l'-

ing services to humanity,

Zia observed members
of the naval forces were also
making commendable contri-
bution to the protection of fish
resources, curbing piracy and
anti-smuggling drive which

helped in restoring security of

the coastal people. .

The Prime Minister also re-
called contributions of the
martyrs of the naval force dur-
ing the Liberation War.

Begum Zia said despite re-
source constraint, the gowv-
ernment was considering to
set up a modern sea reseanch
institute in the country.

The Prime Minister a'so
urged all to help the govern-
ment in its efforts to charige
the condition of the people
which, she said, 1s essential for
giving the fledgling democracy
an institutional shape.

“The sphere of democracy
Is large, we have to change the
condition of people for consol
idating hard-earned de moc
racy’, she said. "This country
belongs to all, so we munt de
velop the country unitedly ”

She urged the naval officers
and sallors to be careful and
devote more attention for de-
velopment of professional M-
ciency with the spirtt of ser-
vice, sincerity and sacrifice.

Earlier, Chiefl of the Naval
Stafl Rear Admiral Mohasnmad
Mohatminul Islam recetved the
Prime Minister when she ar-
rived at the venue. She was
given a guard of honour.

The Prime Minister also
handed over the commission-
ing "Farman"” to the command-
ing officers of the vesscls. The
ceremony was marked by
hoisting of the commissioning
pennant, Bangladesh Navy and
national standards atop the’
mast of the ships.

Ministers, Chief of the
Stall Lt. Gean, Moha
Nooruddin Khan, Acting Chiel
of the Air Force, Chinese
Ambassador Chen Soung Lu,
defence advisors of foreign
missions, Dhaka City Mayor
Mirza Abbas MP and other high
civil and military officials at-
tended the commissioning
ceremony.

Nirmul bodies gherao

By Staff Correspondent

Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Samari-
naya Committee yesterday sta-
ged sit-ins outside the offices
of Deputy Commissioners as
part of its countrywide 'Dis-
trict Headquarters Gheraog
programme.

Yesterday's sit-in demon-
strations were to press home
its four-point demand includ-
ing implementation of the
‘Gano Adalat’ verdict on Ja-
maat-e-Islami chief Golam
Azam.

In Dhaka, hundreds of wor-
kers of the committee yes-

staged a sit-in outside
the office of the Deputy
See Page 12 Col |

Jahanara Imam addressing
a rally outside DC’s office in
Dhaka yesterday.— Star photo

Police stop OP-1 winners’
march on US embassy

By Staff Correspondent

Police stopped some 200
demonstrators, who had won
the US OP-1 immigration lot-
tery but were not issued visas,
from marching Monday to-
wards the US Embassy at
Baridhara.

The demonstrators were
stopped near the Rampura
Bridge by riot police and only
three representatives of the
OP-1 Immigration Lottery
Winners Association were al-
lowed to submit a memoran-
dum demanding visas to the

Embassy officials.

Arman Hossain, convenor of
the association handed over
the memorandum to the Chiefl
Security Officer outside the
Embassy building after he
along with two others were
taken there aboard a police
vehicle.

In the memo addressed to
the Ambassador, the winners
said that although some 730 of
them had not been issued
visas, the Embassy in Dhaka
declared the programme
closed in August lasl year.

See Page 12 Col 8

More than 80,000 people of
the country die of Tubercu-
losis every yecar while another
1.5 lakh healthy people fall
prey to the disease, Health
Ministry officials said.

They said that immediate
long-term steps were needed

\ 1o combat the silent killer in

both urban and rural areas of
, the country.

Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf while reply-
ing to questions during the
budget session in parliament
admitted the rise of TH, a
wasting disease affecting vari-
ous parts of the body tissue,

Tuberculosis claims 80

particularly the lungs.

According to the National
Tuberculosis Control Project in
Dhaka, an estimated 45 lakh
68 thousand people have been
suffering from the disease.

Out of the total, B7 thou-
sand people suffering from
the discase have the potential
to infect others, doctors at
the Project say.

But researchers and physi-
cians fear that the annual
death toll and the number of

atients would be much
nighcr.

Because many patients die
undiagnosed while others con-

ceal the discase fearing social
scgregation.

Tu ulosis is a communi-
cable disease and is spread
from a patient through spittle,
coughs and sneczes to a heal-

thy . Lungs, gland, bone,
intestine and even eyes of a

healthy body are the general
targets of the TB germ.

A survey by the National TB

ggntm! Centre said that
0562 people were diag-
nosed TH out of a to-

tal 1.29 lakh who reported to
the doctors with lungs trouble.
The survey was conducted

,000 lives

By Masud Hasan Khan

last year at the 44 TB Clinics,
Thana Health Complexes, TB
Hospitals and on the reports of
NGOs.

People from 16 to 50 s
of age were most vulnerable to
tuberculosis while people
above 50 were less exposed
targets of TB.

Another study on the 44
TB Clinics in 1990 showed
that 73.38 per cent of the total
36,715 patients were between
16 and 50 years of age while
20.96 per cent were above 50.

The disease among infants
below five years of age was well
controlled (0.94 per cent) be-

cause of the government's
Expanded Pro of Imm-
unization (EPl) which covers
TB among six killer diseases.

There is no way to prevent
tuberculosis from entering
healthy human body because
the germ is borne and spread
by air, doctors say.

However, they suggest that
the best way to prevent the
discase is to detect and cure
the patients with potential to
infect others.

One doctogr recommended
using handkerchief for main-

a year in Bangladesh

to keep away while others’
sneezes. He also advised not to
spit at public places.

Yet TB can be cured if de-
tected at an early stage, doc-
tors say.

It takes six to at least 12
months to cure a full blown TB
case, said Dr A K Md. Ahsan
Alf, Director of the National
Tuberculosis Control Project.

Prices of drugs to cure tu-
berculosis vary from 50 paisa
to Taka 10. One plece of
Diateben tablet costs 50 pajsa
while Rifampicine tablet (s

taining personal hygienc and Taka 10 a piece.
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smuggling gold lntn‘
!m Judge also fined the
accused persons Taka 10,000

s . ———— e

each, in default 10 suffer six
months R

The prosecution story is
that Chief Officer Archesto,
Fourth Engineer Aurther and
Sailor Castino descended from
MV Harvest at Chittagong Port
shed on March 3, 199]. The
irio while proceeding toward

lhtportlhed-u:t:hllldmgcd
team

| by a customs ru

mmage .
The Fillpino tried to flee away.
but the members of the rum-

mage team caught hold of
: ‘ gh o 0

The tric were searched and

1300 wlas of gold bars were
recovered from the possession

. of the Chief Officer Archesto

|
|

FBCCI

and Fourth Engincer Aurther
Thirteen one hundred taka

Bangladesh notes were also
lound with Aurther.

The Judge acquitted saflor
Castino.

Passports, special landing
permits and other documents
Sue 'nge 12 Col 8

Int’l tenders to
set up digital
phone lines
invited

International tenders have
been invited to set up one lakh
and 30 thousand new digital
telephone lines wunder
BLT/BOT system throughout
the country to meet the in-

creasing s of the tele-
mnt subscribers, reports

This was teld by
Minister for Post
Telecommunication
Mohammad Keramat Alf at the
sixth meeting of the parlia-
mentary standing committee
on post and telecommunica-
tion held yesterday with the
minister in the chair.

FBCCI calls for
consensus to
improve:- law,

order situation

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) yesterday
urged the government and the
political parties to reach a
consensus for improving law
and order situation in the
country through taking cre-
dible, objective and firm
measures, reports BSS.

In a press release issued in
Drlnka last night on eonclusion
ol its two-day meeting at the.
Federation Bhaban, the FBCCI
said the strong ‘unreserved
backing of the major political
parties, which carry the will of

the
and

L]

- the people among them, is suf-

ficient for a durable law avoid-
ing environment in the coun-
try. .
The meeting held with the
President Mahbubur
Rahman in the chair, was at-

' tended by 30 presidents of

constituent Chambers of Co-

| mmerce and Industry and 45
| chairman and presidents of

member- associations.

The FBCCI appreciated the
government's step to contain
the spate of crime by appre-
hending large number of kno-
wn offenders throughout the
country.

Severe Hurricane
heads for
Florida coast

MIAMI, Aug 23: Aboul a
million coastal Florida resi-
dents were told to flee inland
Sunday as strengthening
Hurricane Andrew surged
westward out of the Atlanftic,
reports AP,

Gov. Lawton Chiles declared
a state of emergency late this
morning that allows the
mandatory evacuation orders
and activates National Guard
on a ready status,

The storm’'s winds grew to
135 mph (217 kmph), a
Category 4 storm, by 11 am
(1500 GMT) as it approached
the Bahamas and Southeast
Florida.

"We've not seen anything
like this In the past few
decades,” said Bob Sheets, di-
regtor of the National
Hurrieane Center. "We have to
go back to the 1947 Hurricane
to find anything comparable,
and this is worse than 1047



