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Discussion on Ratan Sen

'‘Govt trying to divert
attention'

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
meeting 'n memory of the
slain Communist Party leader,
Ratan Sen, accused the gov-
of patronis-

killers

Khan

-Party leader Nirmal
that the Jubo

, at a rally on Ju

21, announced that wou
start killing the ‘Indian agents
from July 31 and Ratan Sen
was the frst vicum on that
The mecting was held at
the Communist Party offlice

Presided by

;s

§

Saifuddin

Bhattacharya, Sammilita San-
skritik Jote President Failz

Ahmed, Ganotantri Party
leader Mchammad Afmal and
CPB General Secretary Nurul
Islam Nahid.

Nirmal Sen said that Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's husband
was a victim of terrorism.
“How can she ise terror-
tsm by the fundamentalist and
anti-liberation forces?” he
questioned.

Abdus Samad Azad said, “We
apprehended an ill women
when this government joined
hands with Jamaat, forgetting
all about the three alliances
during formation of the Gov-
ernment, and our apprechen-
sion has now come true.”

Sen said, an FIR (first in-
formation report) was lodged
with Ramna police following
the assassination attempl in
which a was indicated as
the p_ﬁutiﬂcn but no one
from that group was so [ar
questioned. Rather, the gov-
ernment was Urying to divert
attention elsewhere. Samad
Azad pointed out that the gov-
ernment had dishonoured the
recent a ment in parlia-
ment on four points, inchuding
the trial of Golam Azam.

Azad said the killers of ‘71
and ‘75 have become united
and It was time for the pro-lib-
eration forces to forge unity for
their existence.

He also urged the pro-liber-
ation forces within BNP to join
the opposition.

Begum Sufin Kamal said that

the people had to look after
their own security as the gov-
ernment failed to ensure the
same.
“No one involved in political
killing in the country has been
tried since August 15 1975
due to which the situation has
now turned worse,” she said
adding “the present democrat-
ically elected government has
become an autocratic one’.

She also said that the
women in the country were
now the most insecure and
there are fears of children be-

ing kidnapped.

Saifuddin Ahmed Manik an-
nounced that a memorial mon-
ument would be constructed at
the spol where Ratan Sen was
killed and his writings would
be published as a book.

Govt hiding ‘real’
culprits, says

Jahanara Imam

By Staff Correspondent

Convenor of the Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Samannaya Com-
mittee Jahanara Imam has ac-
cused the government of sup-
mﬁng the killers of CPB

er Ratan Sen and the as-
sailants of Workers Party
leader Rashed Khan Menon.

“The misleading cam
being carried out the gov-
ernment as well as the anti-
Liberation Jamaat -Shibir-Free-
dom Party-Juba Command
clique is a bid to hide the real
culprits in the two incidents,”
she told a press conference in
the city mtcrd.ly

Mem Secretary of the
Committee Prof Abdul Mannan
Choudhury read out the writ-
ten statement of Jahanara
Imam in her presence.

Jahanara Imam alleged that
falsechood was also being
'Lm-d to break the unity of
the pro-Liberation forces. ‘But
no évil design can break the
solid unity of the pro-Libera-
tion people and they must win
against the cnemies of Inde-
pendence,’ Imam emphatically
saidd.

The attempt on Menon was
taken as he had led a Five-
Party delegation to lodge a
protest against the Khatib of
the Baitul Mokarram Mosque
who advocated for Golam Azam
and his party the Jamaat-e-ls-

lami, she said and added that
Ratan Sen was killed in accor-
dance with a Juba Command
anpouncement that it would
murder the ‘Ganoadalatis' and
the so-called Indian agents.
Both the politicians had been
listed by the Juba Command
for murder, she pointed out,

Jahanara Imam called upon
all concerned to make today’s
(Sunday) Samannaya Commit-
tee -announced district gherao
programme a grand success
Earlter the Committee decided
to stage sit-in in front of the
Deputy Commissioners’ (DCs)
offices all over the country to
press home a four-point de-
mand that included execution
of the Gano Adalat verdict on
Golam Azam, ban on Jamaal for
violating the Constitution and
withdrawal of ‘false’ cases
against Committee workers.

As part of the nationwide
programme, a procession
would start marching from

Avenue towards
the DC’'s office in the capital at
10 am, Imam said reminding
that memorandums would be
handed over to the DCs

the country.

J (Aref-Inu) president
Kazi Aref Ahmed, Awami
League leader Mofazzal Hossain
Choudhury Maya. and Syed
Hassan Imam were among
those who aticnded the press
conference held at Col. Taher
auditorium of the JSD (Aref-
inu) office.

Punish assailants

of Menon: Jamaat

Acting Ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami Abbas Ali Khan Saturday
demanded identifying the per-
sons responsible fér making
attempt on the life of Rashed
Khan Menon, MP, without
further delay and giving them
exemplary punishment, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party office, Khan
also pleaded for taking steps

nst the trend of political
% in the country.
¢ also demand for taking
stern measures to an end
to the politics of violence, ha-
tred and falschood which are
being done either to capture
power or to retain the same,”
he said.

He called upon the demo-
cratic-minded and peace-lov-
ing people of the country to
resist those who were out to
fofl the current democratic
process through resorting to
politics of madness, killing and
dividing the nation.

Khan said democracy would
never get institutional shape
when undemocratic and
[ascistic mentality was nur-
tured.

The acting Ameer said law
and order situation in the
country has deteriorated
tremendously and hijacking
and killing in the capital city
and elsewhere have become
commonplace. And in the
wake of such a situation as-
sailants made an attempt on
the life of Rashed Khan
Menon, he said.

He regretted that in no

time after the assassination
attempt the blame was put on
Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami
Chhatra Shibir and processions
were brought out which ulti-
mately turned violent and cars
were d on the roads.
" Khan said the incident did
not end there and the follow-
ing day rumours were spread
that Menon had died and peo-
ple were again provoked
against Jamaat-¢-|slami.

He regretted that a section
was trying to make some polit-
ical gains out of the incident of
attempt on the life of Workers’

Party leader.

PDF rallies
Aug 25,27

By Staff Correspondent

Patriotic Democrdtic Front
(PDF) in observance of the
protest week for the attempt
on the life of Menon, will ho
workers' rallies and proces-
stons on August 25 and 27 In
the city.

This was decided at a
steering committee meeting of
PDF y with front con-
vener Saifuddin Ahmed Mantk
in the chair.

The meeting also de-
nounced the killing of Khetma-
jur leader Kalipada Das in Hizla
of Barisal district and de-
manded the trial of his killers.
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Beheaded body
of young
girl recovered

By DMCH Correspondent

Police recovered the body
of a teenage girl from a rice
field in Savar Saturday.

Savar police said that they
recovered the body of Rahima
Begum (9), daughter of Rahmat
Ali of Chaira village, from a
nearby rice field at about 1| pm

The head of the victim was
found severed with by sha
weapon from the body, accord-
ing to the police.

The body was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for nulnl:-ﬁ.

Our Stafl Correspondent
adds: Police Saturday recov-
cred the body of a young
housewife hanging from a

mango tree at Sabujbagh in the

Sabujbagh police said that
they recovered the body of
Rasheda Begum (16), wife of
Babul Mia, at about 12-30 Sat-
urday afternoon from Dakshin
Gaon area al Sabujbagh.

Police sald she might have
hanged hersell because of a
family feud.

A case has been lodged with

Sabufbagh police.

OP-1 winners to

demonstrate
in front of US

embassy today

By Staff Correspondent

Several hundred members
of US OP-1 immigration lottery
winners, who were not issued
visas, will demonstrate in front
of US embassy at Baridhara and
hand over a memorandum to
the ambassador today (Sunday).

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the association at
Dhaka District Sports Associa-
tion Auditorium yesterday,
which was attended by 400
members, said a press rejease.

The association will also
hand over copies of the memo-
randum te the President,
Prime Minister, and leader of
the Opposition in the parlia-
ment and the Foreign Minister
on the following day (Monday).

The lottery winncrs
that they would go for a hunger
strike in front of the US em-
bassy in October if the authori-
ties did not take any steps re

ing visas.

About 730 winners werce
not issued visas as the US Em-
bassy in Bangladesh announced
completion of the programme
in August last year, sources
said.

Police motorbike
hijacked
at gunpoint

By Staff Correspondent

This time it is a policemen!
Hijackers wiclding firearms hi-
jacked a motor cycle from a
police havilder at Muhammad -
pur in the capital Saturday.

Havilder Nurul Islam, sta-
tioned at Keraniganj, was
halted by three hijackers some
50 yards off Muhammadpur
Police Station at about 1:45 pm
Saturday. They inted a re-
volver at the policeman and
took away his motorbike
(Dhaka Metro-A 1920).

Islam was going to the
Muhammadpur PS from
Ibrahimpur Police Station.

SAARC summit

From Page | Col 8

Begum Khaleda Zia.
Five substantive committees

are making preparations for

Ilhr. extravaganza, dealing with

various Aas of the summit.

A retreal has been
on the 13th for the summi-
teers in Dhaka.

According to the schedule,
the Standing Commitiee
composed of Fo Secre-
taries would meet mber
8 and 9, and the p
committee of senior officials
would sit on the 6th and the

} 7th.

Taiwan to break |
ties with ROK

TAIPEL, Aug 22: Tatwan said
today it would break diplo-
matic relations with South Ko-
rea, cancel all trade leges
extended to Seoul suspend
air and shipping links, reports
Reuter.

The measures will go into
eflfect when South Korea estab-
lishes official ties with China,
Foreign Minister Fredrick
Chien said.

He said South Korea's For-
eign Minister had informed
Talwan's ambassador 10 Seoul
that this would occur on Mon-

Chien announced the break
with Taiwan's last formal
diplomatic ally in Asia at a
news conference.

‘We are expressing the
strongest dissatisfaction and
anger towards South Korea,

Rice traders
robbed 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers robbed about Taka
67,500 from twe rice traders
at Ghaznavi Road in Muham-
madpur Satuyday.

Police said that a group of
three to four muggers led
the rickshaw of Abu Dawd and
Nazimuddin, two rice traders
of Savar, at about 7 am Satur-
day and robbed Taka 67,500
from them.

The traders were retuming
home from Muhammadpur Kr-
ishi Market, police said.

Chien said.

“The government of Roh
TaeWoo has violated our trust
and trampled on international

South Korea and China for-
mally acknowledged for the
first time earlier today, that
diplomatic ties were immi-
nent. They sald South Korcas
Foreign Minister would leave
for Detjing on Sunday fo dis-
cuss normalisation.

A South Korean Foreign
Ministry official said the two
sides were expected to sign a
protocol on Monday, and Scoul
would break relations with
Taipei in keeping with Bei-

fing's ‘one-Chipa’ policy.

Bahrain assures
total support
to uplift efforts

Prime Minister of Bahrain
Shatkh Khalifa Bin Sulman Al-
Khalifa has assured of his gov-
ernment's total support to the
development efforts of Bang-
ladesh, reports UNB.

The assurance came when
Bangladesh Ambassador to
Bahrain Akhter-ul-Alam called
on him at his office Saturday.

According to a message re-
ceived from Bahrain said the
Prime Minister expressed his

mment's satisfaction over
Bangladesh Prime Minister's
recent visit to his country.

Dhaka-Delhi JEC

From Page 1 Col 4
Narasimha Rao's assertion that
India would not like to sec a
single refugee on its soil.

Rahman admitted that
there was disa nt over

' the number of tribals sheltered
' in India. New Delhi officials say

that the figure is.between
55 000 and 60,000. Dhaka in-
sists that the number is lower.

He referred to the forma-
tion of political committee by
Bangladesh that he said would
soon be visiting the Chitlagong

. Hill Tracts “"on a fact-finding

mission’.
The Foreign Secretary dis-
closed that the Home

Secretaries would soon meet
to discuss the “illegal immi-
gration” from Bangladesh and
relevant matters.

"There is no conscious pol-
icy on our part to support the
{llegal immigration,” Rahman
said refuting the oft-repeated
Indian n.

Summing up the briefing on
the bilateral cﬂlcuuinn:. the
Foreign Secretary said that
“We are not here to resolve all
the issues overnight” but sug-
gested that the two countries
had begun moving towards
solving problems.

"The strength of the whole

factor is that it is overt,” he
defined Bangladesh-india rela-
thons.

On intermational issues, the
Foreign Secretary” said that
both the sides had agreed on
matters like relevance ol the
Non-Aligned Movement and
redefining its role in the
changed global scenarto.

They discussed the setling
up ol a general secretariat for
the NAM, the situation in trou-
ble-torn former Yugoslavia, a
founding member of the
Movement that hosted

previous summit.

The disintegration of the |
Yugoslav federation has given |

rise to complications on some
formalities at the 10th NAM
summit when Jakarta as host
assume chairmanship next
month.

In the backdrop of

Yugoslavia's suspension as a
member, the two Foreign
Secretaries discussed how the
hand-over and take-over takes
place.
Mecanwhile, the visiting
Indian Foreign Secrctary yes-
terday met Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, Foreign
Minister A S M Mostafizur
Rahman and Home Secretary
Manfurul Karim.

N — Star
Iraqi PM

From | Col 7
sequences might be.” said the
, monitored in Nicosia.
AFP from London adds: The
Atr Force has been given
the go-ahead to deploy six
Tornado aircraft to the Gulf
next week, military sources
said today.
The sources did not say
whether the Tormados will be
based in Dhahtan, Saudi Ambia

or another Gulf state.
Another report says: The

United States, Britain, France
and Russia informed the UN
Secretary General they intend
to bar Iraqi aircraft from
southern Iraq at the 32nd par-
allel in the next few days,
The allies UN representa
tives have »enl Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
a document in which they ex-
plain the modalities of their
plan for protecting the Shiftes
of southern Irag.

Sweetmeat shops

From Page | Col B
have agreed to [inalise the
VAT registrations imfediately
and start payment of their
dues.

The Collectorate authort
ties have assured them of all
outl cooperation during regis
trations and also offered 1o
help in training representa
tives on the VAT process, the
NBR sources added.

The sweetmeat shop own-
ers have decided to appeal
against the penalties due and
will alse seck a reduction of
the VAT in arrecars. the
sources said.

Earlier, these shop owners
filed a writ pectition against
the imposition of VAT which
was recently rejected by the
High Court division of the
Supreme Court.

The NBR authorities iden-
tified a total of 87 sweectmeal
shops in and around the capi-
tal for not paying VAT and
penalties in arrears amounting
to about Taka 11.24 crore.
The decision to close down
these 15 shops was laken
after the final NBR notice for
compliance expired on August

1 9
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UN sends relief to Sudan

despite rebel threats

NAIROBI, Aug 22: The United Nations said Saturday it sent

five mercy flights to the

Juba despite rebel threats to s

southern Sudan town of
down the aircraft. Some

200 tons of corn, medicine and buiflding matertal have been
deltvered to Juba's 300,000 residents, said Paul Mitchell, a
spokesman for the Rome-based World Food Programme, re-

ports AP.

US marshal shot dead

BONNERES FERRY, daho, Aug 22: A US marshal was shot
dead as he and five deputies kept watch on a fugitive sald to

have links with a neco-Nazi group

who has been holed up in

his fortress-like home for 18 months. Willam Degan, 42, died
after the group came under fire, apparently without warning,

on Friday, reports Reuter.

Transport workers
disrupt traffic
movement at

Mirpur

By Staff Correspondent

Traffic movement at Mirpur
in the tal remained sus-
pended for more than one-
and-a-half hours Saturday as
transport workers enforced a
blockade to demand the re-
lease of one of their leaders
allegedly arrested for extor-
tion.

Mirpur police arrested
Sohrab, General Secretary of
Dhasantek Transport Workers'
Union on Saturday morning

When the news of his arrest
reached the union office, sev-
eral hundred workers came
out on the streets and block-
aded the road near Section- 10
of Mirpur.

Several vehicles, including
six minfbuses, a number of pri-
vale cars and a BRTC bus were
damaged by the agitating
workers, according to wit-
NCRSES

The unien leaders warned
that they would stop traflic
movement al Mirpur today
(Sunday) If their leader was

not released

Menon better

From Page | Cbl 5
provement of his condition

' Doctors said his Jaundice has

subsided and has also recorded

. remission of fever.

A health bulletin issued by
the CMH said Menon's pul-
monary functions also ap-

ared to be improving. I

' further said all important pa-

|
|
|

rameters of his health condi-
tion remain under constant
vigilance.

The bulletin was issued al-

| ter Menon's condition was re-

viewed by the consultant
physician and surgeon. Major
General Anis Waiz and Major

| General M A Mohaimen along

with other members uk the
team treating the leader.
Menon, General Secretary

. of Bangladesh Workers Party

and leader of five party alliance
was admitted to CMH aftér he
was shot at by unknown as-
saflants in front of his

Topkhana Road party office.

Tk 1 cr damage
suit against
BTV producer

A one-crore-taka
suit was filed
producer and presenter of
“Drishtikon Anusthan® by a

contractor of Mirpur, reports
UNB.

Mizanur Rahman, 1st class

The plaintifl said BTV's
"Drishtikon” programme on
May |5 1992 described and
depicted him notorfously en-
gaged in various anti-social
activities. The telecast said he
became rich overnight and ac-
quired wealth estimated at Tk
20-30 crore by indulging in
criminal activities including
forcibly tnklns! over other's
property with help of mus-
clemen known as “Mizan

Bahini® which he raised for
the purposc.

Indian citizen

From PI# I ColB
scheduled o go Lo Jessore to
bring the arrested person to
Dhaka, they said.

The special team of DB that
went o Jessore Friday did not
return yet, the officials said.

The team's activities in Jes-
sore could not be known as
police officials declined to give
details. .

Unidentified gunmen shot
and critically wounded Rashed
khan Menon, the Workers
Party leader ncar his party of-
[ice at Topkhana Road in the
capital Monday.

Meanwhile, the Detective
Branch of police continued in-
terrogation of the two arrested
in connection with the assas-
sination bid.

Officials said that were
still interrogating the lormer
MP of Jattya Party, Monirul Is-
lam Monir, ahd his younger
brother Zahirul Islam Rumi at
the Detective Branch office at

Minto Road.
However, the police re-
mand would end today

(Sunday), they said.

the

alks again fail

From Page 1 Col 7
the use of loudspeakers for
Azaan in mosques would be
llted.

"We are in search of a pro-
cess that will ensure voluntary
repatriation of the refugees,”
Faruq said adding “our success
so [ar may not have been a big
one, but the ice has started
melting.”

Held amidst tight security
the latest round of talks were
part of regular consultations to
ensure the repatriation.

The two sides will meet
again next month in Myanmar,
the Bangladesh delegation
Jeader said without specifying
the date or the venue.

Faruq said Myanmar has so
far given green signal for the
return of 11,418 refugees from
a list of 32,406 Rohingyas
whose names sub-
mitted since the April 28
repatriation pact.

Faruq did not give details
on whether Bangladesh had
pressed for involvement of the
United Nations High Commis-
stoner for Refugees (UNHCR)
to monitor the repatriation,
the main demand of the Ro-

hingyas. But sources close to
the meeting said that the sub-
ject was raised with the
Myanmar side's rejecting the
proposal.

Faruq, however, said that
the Myanmar officials had
mentioned that they were still
considering a proposal to allow
Yangon-based UNDP and
UNICEF officials to visit
Arakan, from where the Mus-
lim refugees fled to Bangladesh
to escape a military crackdown
in last one year.

During their overnight llniy
at Cox's Bazar the Myanmar ol-
ficilals witnessed a cultural
function, visited a Buddhist
temple and shops run by the
Buddhist Rakhaine community
in the town.

The local authorities
stepped up security for the
Myanmar team'’s visit to Cox's

Bazar, dep special police
guards both in town and in
the refugee camps.

- The Myanmar guesis were
flown helicopters from
h's frontier town of

Teknal.
They are scheduled to leave

for home Sunday morning.
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