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Session Jam Saga

1985+4=1992. Anybody can see this is no
arithmetic. But when the students of the
Bangladesh Unitversity of Engineering and Tech-
W carry this faulty sum on their rag-
day . one cannot help pausing and ponder-
ing over what might have been amiss. For know-
ing people. however, it is no revelation that stu-
dents getting admitted in the year 1985 have re-
quired to spend at the BUET till 1992 for com-
pletion of the 4-year course. The students have
quite ingenuously cut a joke — perhaps an influ-
ence of their rag-day mood — at the cost of their
own academic years. No less than three unac-
counted years in the total are more than mere
numbers. Three thousand students had to lose
long three years for no fault of their own. These
are. moreover, among the best students the pre-
sent education system can produce.

Evidently. the rag-day banner has. through the
wrong sum. directed the focus on the tmperfec-
tion of the systems — both educational and social.
Educational, because, compared to other univer-
sities, where violence is the order of the day and
has been responsible for the session jam, the
BUET classes are held almost regularly in a rela-
tively peaceful atmosphere. Yet, this university, in
a frantic attempt, tried to remove the back-log by
merging the sessions of 1986-'87 and 1987-'88
together. But the trick did not work in much the
same way the BUET authorities had envisioned. .
The students who passed the higher secondary
exam in 1990 and got admitted in the university
are still waiting for their classes to begin. Again
the authorities are looking for the short-cut solu-
tion — a merger of the 1991-'92 and 1992-'93
sessions together.

The step may prove advantageous for the uni-
versity authorities for the time being, but clearly
this is an absurd solution to the problem. It is ex-
actly at this point the social imperfection counts
— and counts following the established rule that a
fish starts rotting at its head. When the other uni-
versities remain closed days on end and some-
times for months and in the process accumulate
an intractable back-log of several years, the BUET
also feels it can afford the luxury of some years'
session jam. It does not simply has the compul-
sion to prove its compeltitive edge when the
others have long abandoned the race.

In the process, it*is the students who become
the losers directly, but indirectly, however, the
entire country loses. And the loss is incalculable.
There is no reason to think that the university au-
thorities are not aware of the colossal wastage —
in terms of time, money and talent. A three-
member commission set up in 1987 by the uni-
versity' s academic council identified the present
system of education as defecttve and put forward
suggestions to come out of the morass. Inexplica-
bly. those suggestions have been shelved. Anather
committee instituted in the middle of this aca-
demic session strongly suggested decentralisa-
tion of holding classes and taking exams by dif-
ferent departments. Whether this would have
helped remove the session jam through a compe-
tition among the departments is debatable. But
when the juggernaut has decided not to move at
all, why not give it a violent shake? At least such a
try would not have made the situation much
worse. Each department already has separate
paraphernalia for holding classes and exams, if
not its own set of rules. '

Higher studies flourish in an atmosphere free
~ of any kind of restrictions. Why the teachers have
backed out from accepting the offer in which
challenge ts there for them to prove their ability
is not understandable.

Emergency in Somalia

The disaster facing the East African nation of
Somalia s now confirmed to be greater than even
that which nearly decimated neighbouring
Ethiopia seven years ago. According to press re-

rts, a quarter of Somalian children face death
rom starvation, threatening to wipe out an entire

eneration of Africans. The ha situation,
rought about by a tolal collapse of authority in
the wake of a bloody, internecine war amon
uerrilla forces which overthrew President Sia
arre last year, is now threatening to turn into
the worst famine ever to visit the Homn of Africa.
But strangely. the response from the world com-
munity to this impending catastrophe has been
mute.

The UN Security Council, which passed no end
of resolutions setting out the legal parameters of
international intervention against lrat:[l and more
recently Serbia, does not seem in the least both-
ered by this awesome wind of famine and death
blowing through the desolate and war-ravaged
landscape of Somalia. The UN has passed resolu-
tions creating what it called a "safe haven" for
Kurds in northern Iraq; the UN has imposed
sanctions against Serbia; the UN has authorised
military actiog by Eurnrcan states to ‘rrot:ct re-
lief to Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the other
day, the United States, Britain and France

an air-exclusion zone over southern Iragq,
ostensibly to protect Iragt Shias from bombard-
ment ‘s airc .

In all those situations, political interests, par-
ticularly of the West, and existence of an "e
to act against, worked to create pressure on the
UN. What do we have in the case of Somalia? We
have a non-responstve UN: a relief effort that
n;?\hourlng Kenya has blasted as uncoordinated:
and a US involvement which Nairobt apparently
sees more as a milftary mission than a humanitar-
lan onec. Kenya is clearly alarmed by the US policy
of bypassing of relief agencies and using its own
troops to transport and distribute the food. Be-
fore we criticise Kenya for its apparent insensitiv-
%lﬂ the gravity of the crisis, we should under-

nd it is a sovereign state and the US cannot
simply send in its forces without pro
tation, permission and coordination.
made it a ritual to seek UN backing for interna-
tional action And it should do the same now.
Famine is a far worse enemy of mankind than -
Saddam Hussein or Slobodan Milosovic could ever
be, and the United Nations should take the lead
in goading the world into ting this marauder.
The UN would serve huma far better by saving
ltives of children than by gging into heroic wars

against dictators.
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our eyes to the realities of life.
In conditions such as we have
do
without planning? Owur re-
sources arc o few and the
shortages are too many to

rmit us the luxury of sitting

ck in the hope that the
magic of the market will en-
sure the allocation of resources
to the most productive sec-
tors, bring down prices and
create an ideal sftuation for ac-
celerating the growth process
Can the market also ensure
equity? With social tension
building up to an explostve
level, a growth rate can:
not be sustained for long if the
societly is seething with unrest
and discontent.

Although the socialist eco
nomic system is no longer
considered a successful el,
it would be a mistake to think
that the world is reverting to a
capitalist system of the Adam
Smith vintage. 1Bth century
economics cannot serve our
needs today. Experience of the
last two hundred years has
taught us that un-regulated
private enterprise can creale a
society in which the weak and
the poor will get poorer and
the wealth of the society will
get concentrated in the hands
of a fortunate few. A policy
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in which the govern-
a key role at every
stage of their development
- In Japan, for example,

the government has always
been in the driver's seat. In
1960 the govt eof Japan
launched, what they called, an
income-doubling plan. They
succeeded in achieving the
goal in 7 years instead of the
planned 10 years! Commenting
on the role of the government
in this miracle, Dr Soburo
Okita, a former Foreign Minis-
ter and world renowned eco-
nomic thinker (and also the

'E

author of the income-doubling

plan) said "the role of the gov-
ernment is o create a climate
in which the private sector can
act, to remove any barriers
that may arise, and to indicate
general directions.” Dr Okita
belicves that the “private gec-
tor must be the driving g:cr

tion, and encourage industry o
work lowards set goals,
economic role can only be
complementary and indirect.”
. In view the Japanese
achteved a fine balance in the
management ol thetr ‘econ

and it is not too late for us to
learn from their expericnce In

a lecture delivered in 1992 in
Bombay Dr Okita listed the ar-
eas in which the government
must play a role. Apart from
the physical infrastructure in
which the government has a
primary responsibility, he em-
phasized the importance of in-
vesting in people. It is essen-
tial” he said, “that develop-
ment planners and strategists
realize how very important the
governments’ role is in the de-
velopment of human resources.
Although elementary educa-
tion. health and hygiene, nutn-
tion, and the other basic hu-
man needs generally yield low
short term financial returns. it
should be noted that they can
yicld a very high economic re-
turn if they are effectivel

planned and implemented.
Equally important is the role of
the govi to construct necessary
infrastructure such as road,
port, communications, ‘
¢tc, keeping balance with the
private sector.” Dr Okita also
stressed the importance of
“long term policy consistency
and compatibility” and the
need to take the cultural com-
ponents in planning develop-
ment. [t is significant indeed
that against the background of
Japanese economic miracle
and his own profound knowl-
edge and expericnce Dr Okita
recommended developing
countries to "find an eflfective

pﬂl-.‘:in". According to him
N is especially important as
the developing countries seek
to define new relations and di-

visions of responsibility be-
tween the public and
sectors. Unlike the ustrial

countries, the 8&evelopin

countries can be said to

govt intervention not only to
offset market faflures, but also
because their private sector
economies are less mature and

the Japanese model. In all
these countries, with
some variations, goals were

set by the government and
while the private sector was

the main agent of growth, it
was guided and supported by

the government at every step. =

Anmhuﬂymrﬂveuhuur
ship between govt and the
private sector was a key factor
in their success.

Bangladesh has also em-
braced the market economic
system. But how are we Im-
plementing the icy? s
there long term consis -

Are the goals clearly
defined and understood by the
people? Let us look at the area
of industrial development. |s
the new impert policy de-
signed to encourage local
manufacturing units? | am told
that the changes made re-
cenlly in import duty will ad-
versely effect many industrial
units and some of them will

ferent rates of import duties
levied on electronic goods
seems to be an example in
which the local assembling
unils are sacrificed in favour of
finished products from abroad.
Admittedly these industries
should not expect a level of
:ﬂmtcctlnn which takes a

incentives for increasing ef-
fleiency and productivity.
However. given the consumer
preference for products made
abroad, the local industries
ought to be given, at least a
marginal advantage. The play-
ing grounds must be level to
ensure that our small manufac-
luring and processing plants
are not wiped out by the over-
enthusiastic application of an
abstract policy. Even in the
United States. the champion of
free trade and private enter-
prise. the government inter-
venes when local industries
and employment are threat-
ened by unfair competition or
what they consider to be unfadr
competition.

In Japan as well as other
Fast and South East Asian
countries it is an integral part
of the national strategy to sup-
port indigenous industry. In-
dustrialists are not viewed as
explofters out to make a quick
buck at the cost of the con
sumers. Government policy is
designed to permit foreign

goals. Thus
planning has a big role in
development strategy for a re-

rapid if its resources and en-
ergies are carclully directed
to the most constructive chan-
nels.

How P_LO Divides

ASSER Aralat's af ne

crash in April and brain

surgery in June, foll-
owed a week later by the
assassination in Paris of his
security chiel, Atefl Besiso,
demonstrated once again the
fragility of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
leadership.

The PLO has had ample
proof ol this for many years,
but took no action because
Arafat refused to plan for his
succession.

He could aflord to take this
line until 1988 when an Israelf
hit squad in Tunis assassi-
nated Khalil Wazir, the military
chief and coordinator of re-
sistance in the ocrupied terri-
tories. Wazir was Arafat's cho-
SEN SUCCESSOr. ~

The need to designate was
driven home a sccond time In
1990 when Arafat's second
choice, Salah Khalal, was killed
— allegedly by the renegade
Abou Nidal group.

Today the man who stands
to inherit the chairmanship f
Arafat were to die or be inca-
pacilated is Farouk Kaddoumi
— the choice of both no one
and ne.

He is no one's choice be-
cause neither Arafat nor oflice
holders in the PLO political
institutions have sclected him.
Yet Kaddoumi, PLO “foreign
minister,” would probably suc-
ceed by consensus because he
is polouriess and acceptable to
more Palestinians and Arab
governments than alternative
candidates.

Kaddoumt is originally from
the large West Bank town of
Nablus. He was a founder of
Arafat's Fateh Movement,
which dominates the PLO, and
had an influential consti
in the Gulf until the Kuwait
crisis.

Although reputed to be a
“hardliner” because he once

Sir, Indeed it is gratifying

to hear a police officer admit
that there are more than two
lac fllegal rickshaws in Dhaka.
Taking cue from his courage
(in a recent BTV

unztlﬂuhc.ﬂdﬂut’ﬂnllu]'

agencies take care to

solved with the help of exist-
ing laws to a great extent. In
recent past successive gov-
ernments were found to enact
stricter laws to solve various
problems. Whereas the cause
for the increase of trouble in
most cases are the ih.'l:lrl to
implement . But
this has been 80 many
times.

For example, f vehicle
drivers are inspired to stop as
soon as the traffic light
changes from and to
wait where they can see the
light from, a lot of traffic
problem can be solved without

In the wake of the escape from death o
the need to ensure the legdership
problem. And the man who current
News Service analyses the pow

How the PLO works

belonged to the Baath Party
and rctains links with Damas-
cus, Kaddoumi is essentially an
"Arafatist” acceptable to most
Arab governments, particularly
to Jordan, the PLO's partner
in the peace process.
Kaddoumi has two main
competitors: Mahoud Abbas
and Khaled Al-1lassan Abbas is

considered an “extreme mod-
erate,” as he played a kadtn_g
role in dcveloping PLO con-
tacts with leftist Israelis.

But since the pro-PLO
leadership in the occupied
territories now has daily con-
tact not only with the left-
wing, on the margin of the Is-
rac political cstablishment,

succession.

but also with the right-wing,
Abbas has lost his role as chief
conciltator.

Al-llassan, the PLO's first
“foreign minister,” a moderate
intellectual with close ties to
Saudi Arabia, is a leading
member of the Fateh dissi-
dents critical of Arafat’'s deci-
sion to back Iraq in the Gulfl
war (which was PC*PU[E!' with
the Palestinian people every
where).

An independent member of
the PLO Central Committee,
the upper house of its parlia-
ment-in-cxile, gave Arafat a 90
per cent acceplability rating,
Kaddoumi 35-45 per cent, Ab-
bas 10 per cent and Al-Hassan
3-5 per cent.

In June it was reported
from the West Bank that Kad-
doumi, Abbas and Al-Hassan
might form a triumvirate to
succeed Arafat {f he was no
longer in charge. In that event
the three would jockey for po-
sition and weaken the chair-
manship.

Althdugh for the present
the line of succcssion seems
clear, pressure has been build-
ing within the PLO for
dembcratisation and structural
reform. It intensified after
Arafal's escape in April and led
to demands that he should
gradually yield power to a

“collective leadership.”

The demands came from
the Leftist Fronts {the ular
Front of Dr. George H h
and the Democratic Front of

Nail Hawatmeh) and the Fatch
dissidents,

The Fronts want change he-
cause Aralat has effectively ex-
cluded them from decision-
making and because they argue
that Arafat's poliey of “peace at
any price” within the US-spon-
sored talks with Israel has
made no p .

Fateh dissidents blame
Aralat for alicnating the Saudis
and Gulf states which, before
the Gull war, financed the PLO.
Neither the Fronts nor the
Fateh dissidents want
democratisation, but seek only
to wrest decision-making and
the power of the purse from
Arafat.

Il they succeeded, the Ex-
ecutive would be deadlocked
because the two groups have
opposing policies, and corrup-
tion, already rile, could in-
crcases since more people
would be able to put their
hands into the PLO purse.

A strident campaign by
these factions aflter Arafat's
crash in Libya alfenated most
of the 100-member Central
Council, which met in Tunis in
May. The Council agreed with
Arafat that the succession, re-
form and democratisation
should be censidered later.

Following his brain opera-
tion in June, these issues were
discussed at meetings between
Araflat and members of all
three PLO bodies, the Execu-
tive, the Central Council and
the National Council.

Again formal decision on
PLO structures were post-
poned to await Arafat's recov-
ery from surgery, bul extensive

over Who would Follow Arafa

Michael Jansen writes from Nicosia

[ Yasser Arafat, the PLO leadership is divided over
Arafat himself would rather not consider the
ly stands to take over is no one’s first choice. Gemini
er play within the PLO hierarchy.

informal consultations took
place.
The reformers want teo

dcmmthet}rﬁ.ﬂhqu
control from the
ers WL have med

since 1968, when they ousted
Ahamad Shukairy, installed by
the Egyptians. |

The guerilla leaders, mainly
from Fateh, have until
continued to cling to the fllu-
sion that Palestine could be
liberated by foree of arms,
although Arafat had abandoned
the "armed struggle” in favour
of political struggle.

Arafat's important achieve-
ments, recognised by all
Palestinians, however grudg-
ingly, are three. He put Pales-
tine back on the world
He won and maintained a
Palestinian independence from
Arab governments ecager to
dominate the movement and
exploit the cause. And, he im-
posed unity on the PLO —
composed of six guerilla fac-
tions plus independents — by
exercising total control.

But the PLO has paid for his
miscalculations and his choice
ol administrators. Many have
been inept. This is why the
reformers, who would like
Arafat to remain chairman as
long as he can, want to put the
PLO on a constitutional basis
with checks and balances and
evolve a power-sharing formula
to include Palestinians livin
under Israeli occu
those in the diaspora.

The reformers alsb want to
institute financial accountabil-
ity, stem corruption and re-
build Palestinian institutions
destroyed when the PLO was -
expelled from Lebanon in
1982. So far Arafat has been
able to resist pressure for
change, but his own too-obvi-
ous mortality has ensured that

he can resists no longer.

going for stricler rules. The

traffic police on duty has to be
trlinﬂrln enforce this age old
rule ‘

| tried to contact the given
phone numbers (but fafled as
those were continuously en-
gaged) to communicate my
view that the rickshaws in
Dhaka would be reduced fif
people walked short distances
wherever possible. Training of
the traffic police in enforcing
rules and educating city-
dwellers are two cheaper ways
to tackle the gigantic problem.

M A Hag
Green Road, Dhaka.

Overbridges and
subways

Sir, Several yecars back
when the overbridge was being
constructed at Farm Gate a
news appearcd in the national
dailies that the authorities had
plans to construct as many as
36 overbridges at @ifferent
places in the city. But in sub-

scquent years no such activi-
tics were noticed. Neither the
Government nor the Munici-
pal authoritics have given any
indication as to their future
plan in this respect.

Dhaka Railway Station was
shifted [rom Fulbaria to Ka-
malapur at a considerable ex-
pense to ease the traflic jam
which had very often caused
irritating Inconveniences to
the general public. The same
problem has arisen necessitat-
ing further shifting of the rail-
way station to some other site,
as the suffering public only
know well, how the people
from the western side of the
raf station have to face dif-
ficulties for journeys to and
from the castern side of the
railway station and vice versa.
Bul can a sane man, with his
full knowledge as to the lim-
ited Government resources,
support such a suggestion for
shifting the milway station fur-
ther v another site? Certainly
not, specially in view of the
fact that our fiscal activities are

much dependent upon exter-
n«l ajd. Therefore, the alterna-
tive {s to construct as many
over-bridges and sub-ways as
possible because the public In-
convenience of facing traffic
jam here and there in the city
almost always is a chronic
problem a needs eflective
and permanent solution.

Another crucial problem fis
using strategic roads by differ-
ent political parties for holding
public meetings causing posi-
tive road blockade and conse-
quent traffic hazards. It is re-
ally unfortunate for a free and
sovereign couniry, more so
when it has assumed demo-
cratic character, to allow such
a thing curbing the people's
civic rights. The Government
may kindly take effective steps
so that in no of the city at
any time there should be
such road blockade. Three or
four suitable venues should be
selected to enable political
partics to hoMd their meetings
which will permanently curb

the need for road blockade for
the purpose. = 5

The erstwhile JP Govern-
ment declared some important
roads to be VIP ones debarring
entry of rickshaws on such
roads and such a step was un-
wholesome in as much as
common man had difficulty to
use the cheaper mode of con-
veyance for journeys to places
touching such mads. My hum-
ble suggestion is that every
road should have specific track
for slow moving transports
with strigt orders that they
would not encroach upon the
road except for alighting or
boarding ssengers. Once
such road discipline is estab-
lished and rigidly enforced,

the ﬁﬂntjm here and there
is 0 ease.

M Ibne CHas

Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

Sir, We have no word to
condemn those who are
mercilessly killing innocent

Muslims in Bosnia-Harze-
govina. We cannot even think
that such brutality can be
committed by any quarter in
this civilized world.

We would strongly call upon
the various nations of the
world to unitedly resist killing
of Muslims and others in

Bosnia-Harzegovina.

It is encouraging to note
that President Bush of the
United States has recently an-
nounced his country’'s readi-
ness to use force to assist hu-
manitarfan reliel efforts in
Bosnia-Harzegovina. We sin-
cerely hope that the United
Nations will make effective use
of the US offer in stopping
killings and violation of human
rights in Bosnia-Harzegovina.
Let OIC also adopt their own
programme to save the lives of
Muslims there.

M Zahidul Hague

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Instt
tute, Dhaka.



