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One of the
civilised life 18 books. Thomas
Carlyle said, “A true university
of these days is a collection of
books.” In this . the
educated sections of Dhaka's
‘eitizens have been missing a

It deal. This deprivation
slowly built up since the
carly sevenlices.

The aftermath of the War of
Liberation had lefll its mark in
this arca also. Here recovery
has been slow, as higher prior-
ittes had w0 be given to the re-
butlding ol other arcas ol na-
tional ltfe. Since intellectual
purswits depend a great deal
on books, il is necessary that
appropriate climate prevails in
the book trade. Unfortunately,
all is not going well with it .

The city's book trade (s
mainly located in Banglabazar,
New Market and the Dhaka
Stadium. In Shantinagar,
Dhanmandi, Nilkhet and Gul-
shan areas, there are some
bookshops numbering about
30-35. Some bookshops have
alse sprung up near educa-
tonal institutions.

The Banglabazar arca has

the largest concentration of

their activities, however, lies
in the tion and sales of
note books and guide books on
varous
In the Market, there
are about 40 bookshops. Most
of these shops deal In selective
imported books on various
ts, such as enginecering,
medical, law, etc. besides text
books of schools, colleges and
unfversities.
in the Stadium bookshops
which number about eight,
there is a greater emphasis on
imported books on various
subjects. In this respect, the
New Market and the Stadium

bookshops have the same
characteristics.
The book-sellers do not

seem to have any complaint

tokens of

City's Book Trade in Doldrums

By AS M Nurunnabi
against the present book im-

port ey. is made
en under wage earn-
ers sc under which any

quantity of books can be im-
ported. This policy has several
advantages: It substantially
brought down the market
price of books and a variety of
books can be imported except
pormography and horror comic
books. Another redeceming fea-
ture is that no VAT is charged

on book sales. The book-sellers
have, however, one reservation
about the import of magazines
and perfodicals which should
be done to an ap-
proved list. The book-sellers
complain that this lst leaves

oul some ular magazines
and with the result
that their is encour-

aged, and these magazines and
periodicals are casily available
on pavements.

As whether, on account
of the comparatively easy mar-
ket because of the t Im-
port policy, there is any no-
table increase in the sales of
books, some book-sellers ex-
pressed the opinion that

there has been a sub-
stantial reduction in the price
of foreign books, its reflection
on their sales is not consider-
able on account of the poor

purchasing power of the read-
ers.

Similar effect is noticeable
also in the sale of locally pro-
duced books. In this context,
some book-sellers point out
that our local books are priced
some-what higher than the
books imported, for example,
from India and their produc-
tion quality is not also satisfac-
tory.

In their opinion, inspite of
some reduction, the prevailing
prices are, by and large, con-
sidered prohibitive by most
potential buyers who make
their purchases only when
they must. As result, a lmited
readership is generally the
prevailing picture for most of
the books.

Incidentally, some book-

Repatriation talks
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that it may be possible 1o set a
new date for the repatriation
as many refugees are willing o
return home voluntarily. How-
ever, Dhaka will once again
press Myanmar for involving
UN agencies into the process.

At the last meeting Myan-
mar agreed to consider
Bangladesh’'s proposal to let
Yangon-based officials of UNDP
and UNICEF to visit Arakan to
sec the condition prevailing
there.

The refugees have arrived
from Arakan during the last

one year to escape a military
crm:ﬁown.
Their repatriation was to

start from May 15 under a
Dhaka-Yangon bllalcnﬂ agree-
ment. But it was postponed
aflter the refu refused to
return home until human
rights condition improved in
military-ruled Myanmar. Since
then more than 10 refugees
have died in violence involving
police, pro-repatriation and
anti-repatriation refugees.

The Bangladesh officials
who had visited some parts of
Arakan reported that circum-
stances that forced the
refugees to leave their home
WEre now mngcnln.l for their

return. But many I.Iftl
bac

Powerful quake
may hit Tokyo
in 10 to 20 yrs

TOKYO, Aug 21: Tokyo
could be hit by a powerful
carthquake in the next 10 to
20 yecars that would devastate
one-third of the central dis-
trict, according to an expert
report released today, says
Reuters.

The Central Disaster Pre-
vention Council, headed by the
Prime Minister, sald for the
first time that Tokyo and
surrounding regions— home to
32.6 milllon people — faced
the risk of a direct-hit earth-
quake in 10 1o 20 years

It urged the government to
lake new disaster prevention
measures such as designing
Mty more now cvacualion ar-
cas In Tokyo's highly con-
grsted business and residential
areas.

The councils sald compa-
nies should recetve more In-
struction on earthquake relief
and be encouraged o set up al-
ternals compuler centres in
the event of widespread dam-
age in Tokyo.

Japan's Melecorological
agency is confident of
ing an caused by

movement off the Pactfic
seaboard between Tokyo and
Osaka. Mos! ecxperts agree,
however, that there Is no way
to predict a direct-hit or
"Chokkagata™ joit

If a quake mecasuring 6 or
more on the Richter Scale
struck Tokyo, it would destroy
about one third of all homes
and bufidings, the report said.

still afraid of going
10 hurt as soccer
fans clash
In Sirajgan]

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 21: At
least ten persons were injured
when rival supporters clashed
over a charity match between
Abahant Krira Chakra and
Sirajganj Eleven at the Shahid
Shamsuddin Stadium here to-
day, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash en-
sued from the decision of a
penalty shot against Strn}!nj
Eleven given by the releree,
cight minutes before the end
of the match.

Immediately after the deci-
sion, supporters of both the
teams engaged in a scuffle
which left ten people injured.

However, the match re-
sumed within a few minutes,
following the interference of

police.
Abahani won the encounter

by a solftary goal of Rehan.

ADB aid
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for the general population in
the arcas of environmental

protection, family planning
and basic skills.
The project will be exe-

cuted bv the Bangladesh Open
University through a project
implementation unit (PIU) un-
der the overall supervision ol
the Secretary of the Ministry
of Education.

The soft loan offered by ADD
under the agreemenl carries
one per cent service charge
per annum and will be repaid
in 40 years, including morato-
rfum for 10 years.
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aids, such as puzzles for chil-
dren, educational
connected with TOEFL books,
etc. As a result, customs au-
thorities raise objection to
their import, although these
are harmless and there Is a
high demand flor them The
incvitable consequence is that
these articles find their way
into the market through
unauthorised channels with
high price tags.

in the field of publicauon,

. Firstly, there are few
good publishers who do justice
to the authors. The general
complaint of the authors is
that though their publishers
print a higher number of
books, they show a lcsser

number in their account to the
authors, with the result that
the authors get discouraged
with reduced amount of royal-
ties from the publishers. n
some of the authors try to pub-
lish their work at their own
cost, their attempt in most
cascs is not crowned with suc-
cess because they do not pos-
sess the necessary network for
publicity and distribution.

Some book- sellers are of
the opinion that in our export
trade with India in Bangali
books, we do not fare very well
because of our poor production
quality and comparatively high
price.

In our city, there is no
dearth of bibliophiles. This is
amply demonstrated at the
time of book fairs held on the
occasfons of "Ekushey” Febru-
ary and the Bengali new year.
The substantial discounts al-
lowed on these occasions
tended to create a brisk trade.
It is the fond hope of every
book-lover that this trend be
maintained at other times by
effecting greater economy in
production costs, so that books
arc available at reduced prices.

Housewife

murdered

By DMCH Correspondent

A young houscwife, was
murdered reportedly by her
husband at a residence at
north Ibrahimpur in the city
Thursday night. She was 17.

Cantonment Police recov-
ered the body of housewife
China from a motor garage at
Ibrahimpur Friday morning
and sent it to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) morgue for autopsy.

Police suspected that China

was stabbed to death with a

broken bottle.

Police said, they raided the
house, but China's husband
Milon, an auto-rickshaw dri-
ver, had been absconding.

A case was rcgistered with
Cantonment Police.

Village doc shot
dead in Barisal

From Our Correspondent
BARISAL, Aug 21 : A Village
doctor Kalipada Roy of the
Guabaria Union of Hizla thana
was shot dead yesterday at
about 8-30 pm by some
unidentified gunmen.
According to sources, a

group of people came to his
residence last night and took

him out by saying that he
would have to attend a patient.
Immediately after he came out
of the door, he was gunned
down with a cut-rifle, the

sources said.
Police sources said that the

incident may be a sequel to Lthe

village politics as Dr Kalipada

played a key role in a number
of 'shalish’ (rural arbitration).

His body was taken to the
Barisal Medical College Hos-
pital for autopsy. A casc was
also flled with Hizla thana in
this connection.

In another incident a minor
boy Hantfl (10}, succumbed to
injuries as he was beaten by his

elder brother Munir Hossain at
Roypasha Karapur Union of

Kotwali thana yesterday alter-

Round in zoo
ends up
in hospital

By DMCH Correspondent

Twenty-five-year-old Shaha-
buddin went to visit the zoo
but suddenly found himself in
the paws of a leopard while
trying to escape vy rains.
The poor truck driver with
serious injuries was admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

At around 5.30 pm yester-
day, rains disrupted curious
Shahabuddin's roaming about
the contained wilderness of
the Mirpur Zoo, prompting
him to look f[6r a shelter. The
unmindful fellow found a shel-
ter, within the reach of the

lcopard.

-

Renowned singer, Runa Laila at a solo charity show organised by VOICE to help raise
funds for artistes in distress at Hotel Sheraton yu'-hrday
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NEW DELHI, Aug 21: Russia
will supply critical military
spare paris to help India's
armed forces with severe
shortages following the
breakup of the Soviet Union,
Delence Minister Sharad
Pawar was quoted today as say-
ing, reports AFP.

The Press Trust of India
(PTI) quoted Pawar, in the
federal territory of Daman off
mainland India’'s west coast, as
saying Moscow's assurance was
part of an extended credit fa-
cility promised in July by Rus-
sian President Borts Yeltsin.

“India’s defence prepared-
ness would be maintained by
expediting supplies of critical
delence spares and technolog-
ical support under a Russian
400 million dollar credit factl
ity,” Pawar told reporters.

The Delfence Minister said
he would soon Ileave for
Moscow to urge the Russians
o “expedite the supplies” so
the Indian armed force would
“"overcome Lhe shortages,” PT1
said.

Pawar's announcement re-
duce f[ecars over the critical
shortages of military spare
parts [rom Russia, which ear-
lier this year ratified a Iriend-
ship and cooperation treaty
with New Delhi but lcft the key
supplies to India hanging,

India's mig jet fighters, T-
scries tanks, corvettes, frigates
and aircraft carriers faced a
massive spares crunch follow-
ing the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, which once sup-
plted 60 per cent of the coun-
try's military hardware. The

Russia to supply critical
defence spares to India

shortages forced India to re-
verse its defence plans last
year encouraging it to turn to-
ward western countries, espe-
cially the United States, for
alternative sources of military
supplies and officer training
programmes.

The Defence minister said
he had asked army, and
air force chiefls “to spell out
their top priorities for the
next two to three years” so
that essential supplies from
Moscow could be sent more
quickly.

"The couniry's defence
preparedness could not be
compromised despite the se-
rious financial crunch,” he
said, adding that funds would
be “somehow arranged” to
strengthen coast guard forces.

The coast guard has a vital
role in safeguarding oflshore
installations and supports the
navy in checking the drug
trade and gunrunning ofl the
couniry s wesl coasl, Pawar
said during a coast guard n
vestiture cercmony.

India was sull hopeful of re-
ceiving US cooperation in a
light combat aircraft project
and rotor cralt package,
although successes in an
indigenous missile technology
programme have prompted
Washington to slap a two-year
ban on its main space agency. -

Earlier this year, the two
countriecs conducted their first
joint naval exercise, in the
Arabtan Sea. Pawar said he was

hopeful similar exercises
would be conducted with

China

Two DMC students

injured in clash

By DMCH Correspondent

Two students of Dhaka
Medical College were injured
when two rival students groups
clashed at Dr Fazle Rabbi Hall
of the college at Bakhshi Bazar
Monday moming.

The clash ensured when
some students of Alya
Madrasha reportedly identified
as [slami Chhatra Shibir work-
crs beat a first year (old) med-
fcal student Wahiduzzaman
near the hall gate at around
9:30am yesterday.

Following the attack on the
medical student, some agitaled
students from the hall chased
the Madrasha students imme-
diately.

When the Madrasha stu-
dents fled, the agitated stu-
dents caught Morshed,
President of the Medical
College unit of Islami Chhatra
Shibir, in the hall and severely
beat him. Morshed was a
fourth year (old) student of the
college.

Both the injured were ad-
mitted at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

New political
alliance 1n
Pakistan

KARACHI, Aug 21 : Six mi-
nor opposition groups formed
a new political alliance in
Pakistan Thursday, a veteran
politician said, reports AFP.

Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan
told a press conference that
the group named the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), in-
cluded the National People's
Party of former caretaker

Prime. Minister Ghulam
Mustafa Jatol.

Jatoi broke links with
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
early this year. '

It also includes the
Jamhoori Watan Party of Nawab
Akbar Bugti, an influential feu-
dal lord and former Governor
of the southwestern province
of Baluchistan.

Khan, who has been active
in an anti-Sharif campaign to-
gether with the main opposi-
tion People's Democratic
Alliance of former Premier
Benazir Bhutto, said the NDA
would work to oust the
‘'dishonest and incapable lead-
ership.’

Premadasa survives

no-confidence

COLOMBO, Aug 21. Sri
Lanka's governing United
Nallonal Party defeated a vole
of no-confidence in Parliament
Friday, overcoming its sccond
political crisis in less than a

year, reports AP,

Legislators defeated the op-
position motion against the
government by 60 voles, with
121 Parllament members vot-
ing for the government and 61
against ft. Two members ab-
stained, and 4] members were

absent.
The vote came a day after

government troops resumed
an offensive against Tamil
guerillas in the northern Jalflna
peninsula in an effort to gain
control of the rcbel-held re-
glon.
The motion accused the
nt of supporting pri-
vate armies that killed more
than 1,000 supporters of a
Jeftist group lecading a nation-
wide anarchist uprising against

| the state in 1987-'89.

The brutal suppression of
the leftist revolt helped the
governing party win the 1988
presidential alections and the
1989 parliamentary elections,
both of which were widely
tainted, the opposition char-

ged.
The opposition also alleged
that the government of

President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa armed Tamil Tiger rebels
in 1990 during their 2-year-
old war against Indian Peace
Keeping Forces in Sri Lanka.

The Indians, upon the invi-
tation of Sri Lanka, were trying
to end the Tamil ethnic war
but ended up [fighting the
Tigers when they refused to
lay down their arms.

A similar no-confidence
motion accusing the govern-
ment of arming the Tigers was
defeated last October. The
governmenl has so far denied
it armed the rebels.

The United National Party
has 125 seats in the 225-
member Parllament.

| Govt harbouring

killers : BCL

By DU Correspondent

Bangiadesh Chhatra
(BCL) (M-1) lecaders F
demanded government ban on
politics of Jamaat-e-islamdi,
Freedom Party and Jube
Command.

They also demanded
arrest of the assaflants of
Workers Party General Secre-
tary Rashed Khan Menon MP.

al a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Prpu Club in
Dhaka, lhry accused the pre-
sent government of [louting
the joint declaration of the
three political alllances during
the anti-autocracy movement

They said that the mm
ment had been hu.rh-nuﬂn‘
“killers of 197) and 1975" 1g-
noring people's demand for
their punishment.

The August 20 dawn-to-
dusk hartal had registcred
people’'s resentment against
the terrorists as well as a no-
confidence in the ruling party,
Lhey said.

The leaders of BCL, student
wing of Awami League, said
that police had arresied the
Dhaka city (South) BCL
President Shafiqul Alam and
General Secretary Akhter
Hossain on the eve of the har-
tal.

BCL President Mainuddin
Hasan Chowdhury s
press conference Gene-
ral Secretary Igbalur. Rahim,
Dhaka University unit leaders
K HM Lizu and Pankaj Nath
were present among others.

Hasina
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dire consequences il she tried

te hang on to power thro
killing and repressing
pecople. "None can stay in
power through the use ol ter-
rorism and oppression”, she
reminded the PM.

Saying that her party was
cooperating with Khaleda's
government, the AL chief felt
that the people had expressed
their lack of confidence in this
government by observing har-
tals on August 15 and August
20.

The AL leader emphatically
said shc was ready to shed

blood [or v ulahhshlng the
rights of the Hengali nation for
which her father, Sheikh

Mujib, and other family mem-
bers had made their supreme
sacrifices.

Chaired by city AL President
Mozaffar Hossain Paltu, the
meeting was also addressed by
central leaders of the party,
including Abdul Mannan, Mo-
hiuddin Ahmed, MP, Tofael
Ahmed, 'MP, Begum Matia
Chowdhury, MP, and Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya, Bir
Bikram.

ROK, China to
set up ties

. SEOUL, Aug 21: South Ko-
rea and China will sign an
agreement to set up full
diplomatic ties next week, a
national news agency report
said today, writes AFP.

South Korean Foreign Min-
ister Lee Sang-Ock and his
Chinese counterpart Qian
Qichen will sign the agree-
ment in Beijing Monday, the
national Yonhap news agency
sald, quoting government
SOUrces. ' '

Nirmul body
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lcaders of hatching a plot to
lead the country towards a civil
War.

‘We want that the govern-
ment should take immediate
steps against the conspirators,’
the leaders said and warned
that the pro-liberation forces
would not tolerate any plot
against the independence and
sovereignty of the country,

The resistance committee
lcaders also resented the gov-
ernment failure in improving
the law and order situation of
the country,

They condemned the Home
Minister's statement In an in-
terview with BBC on law and
order and continued terror-
ism.

al the

The Midnight File

B - Sharif
of revolution

MURREE (Pakistan), 2): Pakistan
g Aug opposition

leader

that a faflure to form a national government and e¢all new
elections could spark revolution. “Benazir will march up to
l-hruh-dlndmryctﬂinithhmuy-ﬂlmhﬁth

me,

large rally in the hill resort of Murree, 50 km (30 miles) east

of Islamabad. as part of her campaign to drum public opin-
fon against Shartl, reports Reuter. =

Six killed in Ukraine
coalmine blasts

KIEV, Aug 21: A series of explosions at a coalmine i cast-

ern Ukraine killed six miners and rescue workers
said Viadislav Shepilenko, Director the Skechinsky
near the city of Donetsk, told them the

10 trapped u

caused by a buildup of gas.

Twenty-three peopie

explosions

taken to hospital, the journalists said, reports Reuter.

Sarajevo shelled
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tack on the barracks

JI‘ moming sald Darke Markovic,

L]

a Bosman soldier at the bar-
racks. No injuries were re-

ported.

A Ukrainian peacckeeper

was killed Thursday by sniper
fire there, the sec-

ond UN peacckeeper (o die of
wounds suffered in Sarajevo.
More than a dozen peacekeep-
ers have been Injured.

Iin Thursday night's shel-
ling, the heaviest in the
Bosnian capital in weeks, the
main Kosevo was hit,
as were the Parllament buiid-
ing and the presidency. Both
bulldings caught fire,

The Belgrade-based Tanjug
news agency reported that
forces of the Muslim-led
Bosnian government shelled
the Serb uarters at Pale,
cast of Sarajevo, late Thursday.

Friday morning. Sarajevo
residents lined up for bread
and water from tanker trucks.

| Water and clectricity supplics

| Khaleq

'could o

are often cut.
Also on Friday, Tadeusz

| Mazowiecki, head of a special

UN human rights team, was o
arrive in former Yugoslavia to
begin a mission to collect in-
dependent evidence.

Govt reluctant to
curb terrorism,
says 5-party

By Staff Correspondent

The Five-Party Allance Fri-
day blamed the mment for
being consciously reluctant to
contain the Jamaat-Shibir ter-
rorists, resulting in the at-
tempt on Menon.

‘After the Ratan Sen killing
and the attempt on Menon,
the government has no moral
right to stay in power’, the al-
liance leaders told a press
conference at the National
Press Club.

The press conference was
addressed mainly by Nirmal
Sen while Amal Sen, Haidar
Akbar Khan Rano, Abul Bashar,
uzzaman Bhuyan, AFM
Mahbubul Haq, Hasanul Haq

Inu, Nayeem mm

Nurul Ambln,
3Jadal and Abdullah Sarkar at-

Llended.

A written statement said
that 'the government's role
after the attempt mysterious’,
because it had not taken an al-
leged Jubo Command leader

the Jubo Command for the ln-
cident.

Also, the leaders said, the
present Home Minister was
not a reliable person who
the investiga-
tion into the incident.

After the killing of Ratan
Sen, they said, the Minister in
an interview with the BBC even
gave ‘verdict’ that Jamaat-
Shibir were not involved in the
killing.

Such a statement, the al-
liance leaders said, revealed
that it was not possible for the
minister to investigate into al-
fairs neutrally.

The alliance, demanding a
ban on the Jamaat-Shibir, the
Freedom Party, and the Jubo
Command, punishment to the
Menon-assailants, resignation
of the Home Minister, execu-
tion of the ‘people’s court ver-
dict’ and repeal of the black
laws, urged the pcople to or-

ganise countrywide resistance
to the ‘terrorists’,

Milon murder
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“"Democr came al the
cost of martyrs like Milon. It is
the responsibility of all— the
government, the opposition
and others—to safe the
hard-earned democracy. The
government itselfl has [ailed.
The failure lies in the truth
that the killers have not been
brought to book. And that I-ﬂ
ure has led to the killing
Ratan Sen and the Il'lﬂtT".l
Menon and other ical
leaders.”

Mazowiecki, Poland's first
post -Communist pﬂmm

A UN officer familiar with
the incident, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
the Serb irregulars "made It
patently clear that they were
willing to fight for the truck.
Our mandate prohibits us from
firing the first shot. So they
took the truck.”

The incident illustrated the
limits UN peacckeepers have
in attempting o stop the fight-
ng.

Joint commission

From 'age | Col 3

tain cordial and friendly rela-
tion since the birth of
Banglnduh in 1971.

ltanTt: nister

a ﬂﬂtm to port city
Chittagong where he will see
the facilities available at the
Export Processing Zone (EPZ).
He will also meet the leaders
of Chamber of Commerce and
Industry there.

In the same evening., the
minister will attend and func-
tion in Dhaka on the
eve of two-day exhibition of
Malaysian palm oil.

During his stay in Dhaka,
Datuk Abdullah will call on
President, Prime Minister,
Finance Minister and Labour
and Manpower Minister.

High officials of Malaysia's
Foreign Ministry, Agriculture
Ministry, Youth and Sports
Ministry, Human Resource
Ministry, International Trade
Ministry. Primary Industries
and three palm oil experts will
accompany the Foreign
Minister. Datuk Abdullah will

leave Dhaka Thursday.
Water talks
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Rahman received his Indian

counterpart at the airport
while Indian High
Commissfoner in sh

K. Raghunath and

High Commissioner to India

Farooq Sobhan were present.
Dixit said Bangladesh would

once again take up the stew-

ard-ship of the SAARC and

India was eagerly looking for-
ward to the summit here in

December,

"We are looking forward to
very useful discussions,” the
Indian Foreign Secretary said,
adding "such talks are a regu-
lar feature between the two
countries.”

"Bangladesh is one of our
most important immediate
neighbours,” he said and added
that India‘'s "historic and emo-
tional® attachment in Bang-
ladesh's emergence as an
independent nation rernained
a factor in developing good re-
lationship With this country.

He said the visit, the first
after he assumed the responsi-
bility of the Foreign Secretary
of hin country, was taking
place after a successful visit by
Bangladesh Prime Minister to
India sometime ago.

Discussions here with his
[iunﬂndﬂh opposite number

follow the trend to talks
by the Prime Ministers ol
the tw-n countries, he said.

Dixit, who served as Indian
Deputy High Commissfoner in
Dhaka in the early seventles,
described his visit as

"nostalgic”.

He served as his country’s
ambassador to Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka before

becoming the Foreign Secre-

tary.
Dixit leaves here on august
23 for home.

DHAKA SATURDAY AUGUST 22, 1992°



