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Kenya denies Americans
permission to fly aid

MOMBASA, Kenya, Aug 21 ¢
saying US humanitarian

"Negotiations are going on
at the highest level,” Dowiling
said.

The Kenyan Ministry ol
Information fssued a statement
Thursday night actusing the
Americans of failing to get
permission to [ly their cargo
planes inte Mombasa, the
country’'s main Indian Ocean
port city.

It also said the United
States was conducting an
‘uncoordinated food airlift”
and planned to use American
troops to distribute the food to
refugees, bypassing humanitar-
lan agencies.

Dowling dented each accu-
saton.

In Mombasa, where
Washington hopes to launch its
effort, US Marine Lt Col
Dennis McBride, chiefl of stafl
of the muliti-service operation,
expressed impatience

“We've gol people standing
by, ready to load food,” the
Livingston, N.J., native said.

"We've gol alrcraft. We're

m.#n Americans had hoped
to launch the airlift with a
flight by a C-130 Hercules to
the northeastern Kenyan town
of Wajir. It was to caury 10 tons
of wheat flour, grain, beans and
vegetable oil.

Rao not serious
to resolve
Babr1 Mas)id
issue : VHP

LUCKNOW, Aug 21: The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
yesterday said it would have to
start preparations for the
construction of the Ram
Temple at Ayodhya instead of
adopting a "wail and see pol-
icy.” reports PT

In a statement here, the
VHP Secretary, Onkan Bhave,
said they had "doubts” over the
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao's efforts to solve the Ram
Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid
tangle.

*The Prime Minister's re-
cent utterances over Lthe issue
indicate that he is not at all
scrious to solve the dispute.’
he said.

The first step in the direc-
tion of the construction will be
the Puja ceremony of "wooden
slippers” (Charan Paduka) at
Nandi Gram near Ayodhya on
September 27 and 28 next, he
said.
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Poison kills 56 in Bihar: i icasse
people were killed Wednesday and Thursday by an epidemic
of encephalitis and by drinking poisonous liquor in the
castern Bithar state, a news agency reported, says AP from

New Delhi.

Twenty-five people- were believed to have died after con-

suming cheap tainted liquor,

agency said Thursday.

Press Trust of India news

Thirty-one others died of encephalitis, a mosquito-borne
tropical disease that can be fatal if prolonged or untreated,

the news agency said

The deaths occurred in Patna, the capital of Bihar, which
is one of the poorest and most underdeveloped of Indian
states. Details of the tragedy were sketchy.

Klose Director of Radio Liberty:

Kevin Klose, a reporter and editor for Washington Post for 25
was named Thursday as director of Radio Liberty in
unich, reports AP from Washington.

The announcement was made by Gene Pell, president of
Radio Free Europe aind Radio Liberty. Radio Liberty, funded by
Congress through the Board for International Broadcasting,
broadcasts in Russian and 11 other languages to the nations of

the former Soviet Union.

Klose, 5] is assistant editor of the Post's weckly Outlook
section. He was the newspaper's Moscow burcau chief from

1977 10 1981.

Klose will assume his new dutics the first week in October,

succeeding

Enders Wimbush, who Pell said is returning to

the United States for personal reasons. Wimbush has held the

post since 1987.

Sharif to visit China, Japan: rus

tani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif will visit C
in December, Minister of State for Foreign Alffairs

and Japan

a in October

Mohammad Siddique Khan Kanju told parliament on
Thursday, Reuter reports from Islamabad.

Kanfu, who was opening a foreign policy debate in the
Senate (Upper House), gave no dates for the visits.

Sharif last visited China in February last
later in June because ol a crime wave at

a visit to Japan
home.

. but called off

New Israeli envoy to E:gryp_gt: isracl

appointed a diplomat with peace negotiating
new ambassador to Egypt,
. says AP from Jerusalem.

director for Middle East aflairs at

Thursday
David Sultan, deputy

nce as its

Israel television reported

israel's Foreign Ministry, replaces Ephraim Dowk, who was
appointed Israel's first ambassador to Indian last week.

Sultan, who is a member of the Israeli negotiating
with Lebanon in the current Middle East

team

peace talks, has

served as Israel's chief consul to Milan, Italy, Israel television

said.
Rafsla:kﬂram to visit Pakistan: ranen

Hashemi Rafsanjani

is to make a state visit

to Pakistan next month if was announced in Islamabad
Thursday, reports AFP from Islamabad .

It was announced du his four-day visit from September
6-0 at the invitation of President Ghulam Ishaq Khan, he will
hold talks with Pakistani leaders on bilateral ties and re-
gonal and international fssues, the announcement said.

The Iranian President will also address a joint session of
Pakistan's Senate and National Assembly. Ishaq Khan visited
iran in September 1991, and Prime Minister Nawaz Shartf
went there in February.

The two countries along with Turkey are founder members

of the Economic

Cooperation Organization
to include the Muslim Central Asian states of the

former Soviet Union.

Israeli soldiers
kill one rebel
in Lebanon

JERUSALEM, Aug 21: An
Isracli army patrol killed a
guerilla in a clash in South
Lebanon that also left nine sol-
diers injured, the army re-

ported Friday, says AP.

Soldiers fire on a
band of guerillas Thursday
night in a section of the
Beaufort Heights just inside
the Israeli-held zone In
ﬂl.zh-nnn. a military statement

Five soldiers were wounded
moderately and four lghtly
when an explosive charge on
the body of the slain guerilla
detonated, the statement
added. It did not identify the
Arab faction involved in the

fight.

|

which was recently

US okays uranium for Japan’s
controversial N-p

WASHINGTON, Aug 21: The
United States has formally ap-
a plan to ship a ton of
m toxic plutonium from
France to Japan aboard a
freighter for use in Tokyo's
controversial nuclear power
programme, reports AP.

In a letter last week to key
congressional committees, the
State Department said Japan
had come up with a plan for
transporting the plutonium
"that constitutes a sound ba-
sis” for going ahead with the
shipment this (all.

in the letter to the House
Foreign Affairs and Senate
Foreign Relations panels, the
administration said it intended
to give the go-ahead to Japan,
along with notification of the

—

security help it will provide
for the shipment.

That is expected to include
intelligence help to counter
potential attacks or terrorism,
including survetllance by spy
satellites along the ship's
route.

The United Stales main-
tains control over the pluto-
nium, because it was repro-
cessed [rom spent uranfum
fuel rods originally provided
reactors. Unlike low-enriched
urantum, plutonium also can be
used 0 make nuclear weapons.

The Washingion-based Nu-
clear Control Institute, which
has been campaigned against
Japan's programme for com-
mercial development of fast
breeder reactors, criticized

the move as
ten destabilizing

“The Bush administration,
by allowing US-controlled
plutonium to be used in this
way, is guilty of a nu-
clear nonproliferation policy
fajlure,” said Paul Leventhal,
the institute's president.

“This shipment of the most
toxtc and explosive substance
on carth is totally out of step
with a worldwide trend to re-
Ject the use of plutontum fuel
as unnecessary, uneconomical

and dangerous.” Leventhal
L

and po-

Leventhal said the freighter

now being readied for the
30,000-mile [(48,000-kilome-
ter] journey in Yokohama har-
bour will be escorted only by a

HOUSTON : US President George Bush (L) and First Lady Barbara Bush play with
confetti on Thursday as it showered them at the 1992 Republican National Convention. The
confetti and more than 100,000 balloons were dropped after the President concluded his

speech.

— AFP/UNB photo

high armed Japanese coast

cutter, far less security
than provided for the only
previous sea shipment of plu-
tonfum, in 1984,

He also said the shipment
will add to a large surplus in
Japan of weapons-usable plu-
tonfum, a destabilizing influ-
ence in a region where North
Korea §s pursuing its own nu-
clear weapons development
programme.

Japan, the only eountry
against which atomic weapons
have been used, has no nuclear
weapons programme of its
owWTL

Breeder reactors like those
being developed by Japan are
designed to use plutonfum as
fuel, at the same time breeding
more plutonium than they
consume. Most nations have
given up breeder reactors as
uneconomical and less sale
than conventional nuclear

But for ., which must
import fuel to meet all its en-

Pakistani
beheaded
in S Arabia

NICOSIA, Aug 21: A
Pakistan! sentenced to death
for drug traflicking was be-
headed in Saudi Arabia today,

rts Reuter.

Riyadh Radio quoted the
Saudi Interior Ministry as say-
ing the man had been arrested
while trying to smuggle an un-
specified quantity of heroin
into the country.

The radio, monitored by the
BBC did not name the man

who was executed in the
Riyadh region after Friday

prayers.

Western safe haven plan an imperiali_s?

NICOSIA, Aug 21: lraq on
Thursday rejected a Weslern
plan to create a safe haven for
Shiites in southern lrag as an
“imperialist conspiracy” and
said it would not accept Wes-
tern controls over the move-
ment of its warplanes, reports
AP.

The comments by an un-
named spokesman for Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein marked
the first official reactiorr to the
mounting drive by the Gulf War
victors to halt attacks against
Shiite rebels in Iraq's southern
marshlands.

conspiracy: Iraq

The statement. carried on
the Iraqi News Agency. raised
the possibility that the allies’
plan to patrol the skies over
the south could pravolke new
fighting in Irag, where the Gulf
War ceasefire has been in ef-
fect since March 1991,

Saddam and his ruling
Revolution Command Council
metl Thursday night in Bagh-
dad to review the "imperialist
threats,” the Iraqi agency said

“Those who plan these fla-
grant, aggressive measures .
should realize that Iraq's peo-
ple and its militant leadership

will never let the imperialist-
Zionist scheme of dividing lraq
be passed,” the spokesman
warned. “They 2E resist 1t
with all .

"If the United States rulers
and their ‘mperialist, ambi-
tious allies think that they can
impose on southern Iraq what
they imposed last year on the
northern region during par-
ticular circumstances, they ...
(are) deluded and those cir-
cumstances will never be re-
peated,” the spokesman said.

Iraq invited a UN envoy
currently in Baghdad to iIn-

spect conditions in southern

Iraq, a gesture apparently de-
signed to head off the imposi-

tion of a "no-fly zone™ in the

But Secretary-General Bou-
tros Boutros-Ghali said at the
United Nations he had in-
structed the official, Jan
Eliasson, to reject the invita-
tion until lraqi officials re-
newed an agreement allowing
UN humanitarian reliel work-
ers to be stationed in Iraq.
Eliasson is undersecretary for
humanitarian affairs.

ME talks b_e&in Monday

US favours Israel over Arabs

JERUSALEM, Aug 21
Palestinian negotiators. upsel
by US ment to under-
write 10 billion US dollars in
loans to Israel, left today for
the next round of Middle East
peace talks in Washington, re-
ports Reuter.

Delegation spokeswoman
Hanan Ashrawi told reporters
in East Jerusalem Palestinians
felt the United States, chiefl
broker of the peace talks, was
favouring Israel over the Arabs.

“It wasn't an easy decision
to take,” Ashrawi said of the
Palestinian agreement to at-
tend the talks which start on
Monday. "We still feel that ...
the balance has been hit in

WaY'S.

US-Israclt relations have
warmed since the June elec-
tion of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin who pledged to acceler-
ate peace negotiations,

Rabin has curbed Jewish
settlement in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip
since taking office.

But Palestinians were dis-

without demanding a compilete
[reeze on all Jewish settlement
building in the occupied terri-
tories.

The delegation left the West
Bank for Jordan and will travel
from there to Washington.

AP adds: Thousands of
Palestinians gathered in Arab
East Jerusalem on Thursday
for the biggest Palestinian cul-

tural festival since Israel con-
quered the West Bank and
Gaza in 1967.

The festival opening em-
phasized Palestinian hopes lor
political gains in the ongoing
Middle East peace talks,

Three flaming arrows were
launched from a sling shot, but
failed to ignite a torch. A
worker eventually lit it by
hand.

"The slingshot is a symbol
of the Palestinian uprising.”
explained organizer Ibrahim
Shajaideh, "and the torch
means independence.”

One float featured a model
dressed as a policeman. The
Palestinian delegation to the

pcace talks has proposed the
establishment of a Palestinian

police force during the first
stages of autonomy. Isracli
lcaders are considering the
idea.

Israelt Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin has said that he
expects the first step toward
Palestinian autonomy, elec-

tions in the occupied

lerrito-

Narayanan
SWOIN 1IN as
Vice-President

NEW DELHI. Aug 2I:
Former diplomat KP Narayanan
was sworn in as India's ninth
Vice-President here Friday,
two days after winning a near
unanimous election largely on
the strength of being an
"Untouchable”, reports AFP.

Narayanan, 72, was admin-
istered the oath of office dnd
secrecy by his predecessor,
current President Shankar
Dayal Sharma, at a glittering

30-minute function at the
presidential palace.
Narayanan later shook

hands with Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao, former pre-
miers Vishwanath Pratap
Singh, Chandra Shekhar and
members of the federal cabi-
net.

"1 feel very much honoured
and happy that the nation has
n:po-cti trust in me,” he told
reporters after the ceremony,”
at the same time, | feel a sense

Off the Record

‘Elvis economics’
HOUSTON: Eivis lives — at least in George Bush's lingo.
The president invoked the name of the late rock n’ roll king
as a cudgel Thursday night i

against rival Bill Clinton,
reports AP.

Bush accused
Democratic foe of on B
whether he f[avours a |
balanced -budget amendment. & ©

"He's like that on a lot of | B
issues, first one side, then
the other. He's been s
in more places than Elvis
Presley.,” Bush said to hoots
and cheers from the
convention crowd.

Then he suggested a new
name for Clinton's economic
plan: "Elvis Economics”.

"America will be checking
into the Heartbreak Hotel.”
Bush

Clinton, a big
has been dubbed Eivis' by

kis

NEW YORK: Woody Allen's acknowledged love aflair with
the daughter of his ex-lover is a kind of emotional incest that
unm:;lflmﬂyw:ndlemhwm.m—r.m-
ports AP.

"How can you be a father and lover?” said Sue Meier,
director of the abuse hotline for Childhelp USA in Los

i

"It doesn't make sense. If he's taken on the role of father
or stepfather then he's looked upon as a parent. This is a be-

i

Allen admitted earlier this week that he had fallen in love
with Soon-Y! Previn, the 2] year-old adopted daughter of Mia
Farrow and her second hushand, composer Andre Previn.

The revelation came amid an ugly custody battle between
Allen and Miss Farrow over three of Miss Farrow's 11 chil-
dren, two of whom he later adopted. One is his biclogical
child.

Meanwhile, Connecticut police have confirmed that Allen
is being investigated, apparently over allegations that he
abused his 7-year-old adopted daughter, Dylan. Allen denfed
molesting the girl.

Allen's sister, Letly Aronson, came to his defense

Thursday, saying Allen and Soon-Y! Previn never had a father-
daughter relationship.

"I would venture to say that Soon-Yi never thought of
Woody that way,” Aronson sald. “The girl had a father.”

HOUSTON: Mary Fisher, who spoke about her battle
with the HIV virus, talks with former President Gerald
Ford and former First Lady Betty Ford on Wednesday at
the Republican National Convention. Fisher is the
daughter of Max Fisher, a prominent Republican fund
raiser. — AFP/UNB photo

Imelda won't use body

to foment violence

MANILA: Former First Lady Imelda Marcos has signed an
agreement with the government pledging not to use the re-
turn of her husband's corpse to the Philippines to foment vio
lence, officials said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Under the accord, the
remains of the late president
Ferdinand Marcos will be
temporarily interned in his
northern home province in
September and his family will
be allowed later to fulfil
Marcos' wish to be buried in
Manila.

Marcos, ousted in a 1986
popular revolt that [orced
him and his family to flee to
Hawaii, will be given
"appropriate military
honours,” according to the }
released agreement.

But a spokeswoman [or
President Fidel Ramos said
he would deny Marcos a state
funeral or the full military
honours promised by an
armed forces spokesman last
week.

Imelda Marcos, who signed the agre
Secretary Rafael Alunan on Wednesday, told repo

ement with Interior
rters the

Geor
Israe

appointed that US President

Bush agreed to give
the loan guarantees

Hanan Asrawi

rics, to take place by March
1993. Talks resume In
Washington on Monday.

| ple.”

of responsibility
the expectations of the peo-

to rise up to

UN refugee programmes in Afghanistan running out of money

TORKHAM, Pakistan, Aug 2] : Clutching the
gate that separates Pakistan and Afl istan,
tears streaming down his mud-ca face, Alf
Ahmed wept for his seven children killed when
dissident guerillas bombed the Afghan capital,
reports AP.

He slumped against the gate, pleading with
Pakistani security guards to let him drive into
Pakistan with his battered van jammed with
women, children, clothes and housewares.

Hundreds of Afghan refugecs — some retum-
ing to their war-scarred homeland and others,
like Ahmed, fleeing the relentless rocketing of
rebels loyal to Muslim fundamentalist leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar — swarmed the border
post at Torkham.

Alghanistan, once Cold War battlefield, has
been largely forgotten by the world as it slips
into a ruinous inter-ethnic conflict and UN
refugee out of money.
The 1 civil war was su to be over
with the fall of Communist-style President

in L

For much of the war between M and
successive Soviet-backed governments in Kabul,
Ahmed was a refugee in New Delhi.

"I demonstrated outside the Soviet Embassy
in India and | begged them for our freedom.
Then there was freedom in Afghanistan and |
went home. Now all my children are dead,” he
walled.

Ahmed, who made it to Pakistan, said he left
behind a trail of refugees between Kabul and the
eastern city of Jalalabad, about 75 miles (120
kilometres) away. Other witnesses estimated
about 25,000 refugees were camped along the
banks of the Kabul river, most of them heading
for safety within Afghanistan.

In Kabul, thousands more waited to escape
the city including many foreign diplomats.

UN negotiators met this week in Pakistan
with Arlil;nnutnn‘: Islamic rnment — made
up of | groups that top Najibullah — and
Hekmatyar in a bid to guarantee safe passage out
of Kabul for expatriates.

"It is that by the end of this week the
evacuation could take place,” said a UN official in
the Pakistani capital of Islamabad, who asked

not to be identified.

The United Nations already has evacuated 27
ald workers from the capital and the Geneva-
bastd International Committee for the Red

Cross was preparing to withdraw all but the
mosl essential.

But for every Afghan fleeing the country there
were truckloads heading back to their home-
land, fed up with more than a decade in squalid
refugee camps in Pakistan.

Refugees loaded even their goats and cows
onto glant trucks already stuffed with halfl a
dozen beds, cushions, clothes and wood to re-
bufld their homes destroyed by war.

"We have to take everything. There is nothing
for us there,” said Gul who had spent the
last 14 years in a sprawling refugee camp, that
turned inte a blinding dustbowl each summer.

One million refugees have returned to
Afghanistan since Najfbullah fell in late April,
said the United Nations Commissioner for
Refugees office in Pakistan.

"This is the largest repatriation movement in
UNHCR history,” sald spokesman Reinout
Wanrooy.

And it's only one-third completed. There are
still another 2 million refugees in Pakistan and 2
million more in lran.

"The only problem we have is lack of funds,”
he said. The UNHCR office in Geneva last week

sent the Islamabad office its last 2 million dollar.

When that runs out it's all over — at least until
the international community digs deep and do-
nates more, said Wanrooy.

The money is used to provide returning
refu with about 130 dollar and several sacks
of w t.

Wanrooy blamed the lack of donations on the
relentless feuding between rival rebel groups
and because Afghanistan is competing with a half
dozen other trouble spots, the worst ones being
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Somalia.

Another UN official who asked not to be
identified said the interpational community,
particularly those countries like the United
States that together spent billlons arming the
rebels, have a moral responsibility to come lo
their aid now.

‘] definitely believe we have a moral obliga- r
tion,” he said.

As the summer winds down and winter ap-
proaches, several UN officials fear a country-
wide famine and severe fuel shortages.

“l don't think they will return to Pakistan. |
am afraid they will stay there and die,” said

Wanrooy. |

family was no longer insisting on a state funeral in Manila “for
the time being.”

Editor held
for criticising
Sharif govt

LAHORE, Aug 21 : A
pakistani newspaper Editor
who regularly criticises Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's gov-
ernment was arrested on
Thursday, his deputy said, re-
ports Reuter.

Ghulam Hussain, who edits
the Urdu-language weekly
'Siasi Loug and its English-
language version Facts Inter-
national, was picked up by
plainclothes police from his
office in the Punjab province
capital of Lahore, Deputy
Editor Atig Butt sald in a
statement

No official comment was
immediately available. Police
did not show Hussain an arrest
warrant before | him
into a car and driving ofl, Butt
said.



