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Export or Die

sh. which has practised more import
mm than ex promotion in the past,

seems set for a radical reversal of its worn-out
and unsuccessful . Finance Minister Satfur
Rahman is evidently t to re-float his old pol-
icy which he has termed “Export or Die", by
slashing import duttes and providing incentives,
if not su les to exporters. But the success or
fatlure of the minister's industrialisation strategy
will be determined by how much the private sec-
tor can shed their protected habits and tende
to for quick-money projects. At a seminar ti-
"Export Development Fund® held in the city
Tuesday, Rahman rightly laid stress on genuine —
as opposed to co — entrepreneurship and
active support from nks to exporters of real
goods. He migll.lﬂ have added that although the
garments stitching business and manpower ex-
port have brought in prectous foreign exchange,
they In themse do not constitute industriali-
sation.

The most tmportant thing, however, is the
competitiveness of the product we are market-
ing. rather than the amount of subsidy which may
have been provided to make it attractive for the
fmlgl buyer. Competitiveness is what matters in
the international free market, and that encom-
passes price as well as quality. Local industry
man:ﬁe_hn are no doubt aware that productivity
and iency on the shop floor and imagination
and leadership in the boardroom are essential to
keep costs low, guarantee quality and promptness
of delivery. These are things that will have to be
taken care of the industrial m ers them-
selves and not by the government or banks. At

resent, despite the availability of cheap labour,
ladesh is failing to produce exportable manu-
factured goods in any significant number. We have
to understand that the importer, whether in
India or in the USA, will have to be able to sell his
imports from Bangladesh to home consumer with
a good profit. Why should someone buy something
from us, I he can buy it from another source at a
cheaper price and with better quality ? Sound
management, efficient labour an%l high standard
ol quality control are the prerequisites for a suc-
cessful export drive, and bank support and sub-
sidies can come later {f needed.

Businessmen also need to focus their attention
more on regional prospects of trade because of
the logistical advantages as well as the availability
of a potentially large market for traditional and
non-traditional manufactured goods. For instance,
India, with its 200 million middle class con-
sumers, alone represents a market of gigantic
proportions. In order to exploit that and other
regional markets, there have to be greater inter-
actions among the private sectors of the seven
countries of the Soulh Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC). A conference of
representatives of the various chambers of com-
merce of SAARC countries could be arranged to
coincide with the seven-nation summit to be held
in Dhaka Dec 12-14. It would be a worthwhile ex-
ercise to explore trading opportunities outside
the strictly state-to-state affairs which are often
devoid of imagination anhd drive.

However, one thing that needs to be set u
before regional trade can truly fulfil its undoubt
potential is an efficient mechanism for exchange
and sharing of information. It is important that
we have such a mechanism to provide informa-
tion about products available. preferably at the
press ol a button. At present, our potential mar-

keis may not even be aware of the goods we are
prﬂdutlnF The trader in Bombay needs to know,
without Juss. the goods we produce, their price
etc. just as much as the exporter in Dhaka needs
to be aware of the demand the Indian market may
have for our products. For instance, this count

produces high-quality cables, pipings, electrica

switchgear etc. but do our potential buyers in the
ntlﬁ]hbﬁllrhood know about them ? Or, to go back
to the first point. are we making an effort to pro-
duce them at a cost which would make it prof-
itable for importers in the region and beyond ?
The government and the banks both have impor-
tant roles to play in promoting exports but, at the
end of the day. it 1s the products produced by our
Industries that will determine the result. The real
danger s that. if our products are of poor quality
and highly-priced, then they may become un-
competitive in the home market too, leading to a
destruction of local industry. Export or die, in-

deed
A Computer Wonder

As millions of Russians last month observed the
anniversary of the killing of the Tsar Nicholas II
and his family 74 years ago, a computer per-
formed a wonder. It rebuilt the face of the slain
monarch from a skull discovered by an amateur
historian.

According to a report in The Times of London,
the skull was found with other human bones in
the countryside near Yekaterinburg in 1979, but
the discovery was kept a secret for more than a
decade. For the past year, the skeletons have
been subject of intense scrutiny in various labora-
tories in Moscow In one such laboratory, a com-
puter was put to use In reconstructing the faces
of victims. The face of the Tsar as produced by
the computer comes remarkably close to the last
photograph of the monarch available in western
archtves. So, analysts in Moscow say, the skull is
most certainly that of Tsar Nicholas II.

Several other skulls found by the amateur his-
torian belong to members of the Tsar's family.
The evidence seems to suggest that the Tsar's
daughter Anastasia was also killed with the rest.
This should end all speculations about the survival
of Anastasia and about a number of claims made
about her identity, at least one of which produced

e work ¢
¢ work performed computer is certainly a
wonder, and historians from the West, especially
anthropologists, have got together to examine the
by the computer. But there are sceptics
like religious groups which have declined to per-
form services for the skull and Maria V. Ro-
manova, the heir to the Russian throne. However,
Romanova has n her blessing to a plan to
build a Church where the took place. In
another twist of history, it was Boris Yeltsin, then
the head of a local tburo who had ordered the
site to be bulldozed In 1977. He has since ex-
pressed his shame for this "act of barbartsm.”

So. a wonder achieved by a computer has gm—
duced a chain of events, and we may well hear
more on this incredible development in months
to come. On this, too, a computer may offer us
some predictions. |

UNESCO at
Natrobi. It s true that he
driving foree for a NWICO has
been the Non-Aligned
countries. The demand was a
result of virtual monopoly of all

main secliors of

Iin early 70's some third
world countries voiced con-
cern over the so-called [ree
flow of information what is ac-

that tnfor-
mation was in t a vehiclke to
lutl:lr cultural and political

uence of the West on the
third world countries. Free
fMlow of information could be
com with concepts like
free market or free en :

Apart from publishing

ties and political upheavals;
they completely ignore devel-
opment and progress made in
different fields.

Dr. Mahathir Mohammad,
Prime Minister of Malaysia, has
put it this way: Most of the
time reporters work in sleazy
bar d h quantities of
alcohol and talk to people of
their own choice. But the
amount of news they out
is phenomenal. A one visit
to a nation of millons can re-
sult in powerful earth-shaking

report.
The critics, of the Western

For a New International Information

and Communication Order
by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

press describe most of the
news as inaccurate and incom-
plete. It does not harm the In-
terest of the Third World
countries alone; it affects the
interest of the Western donor
countrics because the taxpay-
ers there would get distorted
facts of the country where aid
in .

A correspondent, who 1Is
based in Delhi/Bangkok visits
Bangladesh once or twice dur
ing his tenure of posting and
spends time at an expensive
hotel in the cosmopolitan city
of Dhaka only and see things
in what is certainly not a cor
rect perspective, and forms
his opinions and brushes ur

references provided by his of-
fice

1Thlrd World countries
maintain that the Western

journalists cover the issues of

poverty, flliteracy, lation
explosion and so on they

assess success or failure In
these sectors in Western mar-
ket oriented lerms. In

Bangladesh, for example, mass
participation in canal digging

campaign for irrigation, de-
centralisation in the adminis-

tration, rural banking system
for landless peasants or cam-

;p:?n for eradicating

{literacy are not ade
quately reported by the West-
em although, from unbi-
.J:'“ angle, these facts of
life in developing countries

(not comparable with Western
experience] deserve particular
Itg'l

tion.

As Hilary Ng'weno, editor of
Kenya's Weekly Review has put
it: Third World people realise
their vulnerability to the cul-
tural influences of the Western
World through the mass media.

It is an unrelenting one way
traffic of ideas and values from

the Western countries to the
Third World.

Felix Greene's book, Cur-
Lain of Ignorance, 1s worth not-
ing in this context. Greene
demonstrated how China has
been presented to American
readers in an unfavourable
light.

Dr Mahathir Mohammad
once pointed out that Malaysia
had been subjected to a hos-
tile press when it had differ-
ences with the ofl companies.
Knowing that Malaysia de-
pends on foreign investments
to create job opportunities and
stimulate economic growth,
the press found itself under
pressure to be used by the ofl
companics to obstruct
Malaysias iIndustrialisation
programme. Only after the oil

companies had secured
favourable terms was the
press campaign against
Malaysia stopped

PIB Survey

According to the survey
conducted by Press Institute of
Bangladesh in the recent past,
four transnational news agen-
cies — Reuter, UPlI, AP and
AFP — provide B2% o 90% of
international news to Burma,
Sri Lanka and Nepal
Bangladesh and Pakistan re-
cetve 65 and 55 per cent of
news. This statistics show de-
pendence of these countries
on transnational news agen-
cies,

The press in the soclalist
countrics is no exceplion.
There i1s no separation be-
tween the Press and the Gov-
ernment there. The press has
o be loyal o the government
and subscribe (o the ideology

of the monolithic state system.
With the dismemberment of
the USSR and establishmemnt of
multiparty politics in Eastern
Europe, press has become Wb-
eral in r treatment to the
news emanating from the op-
position side, Following the
independence of Bangladesh
the press of the soctalist
countries played a prominent

role in ts
in Bangladesh, but the
developing relations of
Bangladesh with the United
States and other Western
countries and liberal help
received from them were
completely ignored by the
Socialist press. It had been
consistently spotlighting the
assistance from socialist
countries like the Soviet pro-
gramme of clearing the Chit-
tagong Port of the wreckages
of sunken vessels there.

Against this backdrop, the
movement for changing the
concept of free flow of infor-
mation acquired significance
in September, 1973 at Algiers
Non-Aligned Summit. It was
pointed out that developing
countries should take con-
certed action to ‘reorganise

exis communication chan-
nels h are a le of the
colonial past and have ham-

pered free, direct and fast
communication between
them'. The matter was fol-
lowed up at the Lima meeting
of Foreign Ministers in August,
1875 and at the Tunis sym-
posium on Inlernational In-
formation in March, 1976. At
the Conference of the Infor

mation Ministers of Non

Aligned countries In New
Delht in July, 1981, an agree-

US Blocks Nuclear Dump Deal

ESPITE the bitter en-

mity between them,

China and Taiwan gol
logether last ycar to forge a
deal that would have the
mainland receiving tonnes of
nuclear waste from Taiwan.

But those plans now seem
to have run aground because
the Upited States is effectively
blocking the deal. According to
the hecad of the state-run
Taiwan Power Company, the
United States fears China
would extract plutonfum from
the highly -radicactive wastes.

Chang Sze-Min, peneral
manager of the Tatwan Power
Company, cxplained the
Uniled States thinks Beijing
would then use it to develop
nuclear weapons for sale 1o
Third World countries in
volatile parts of Asia and the
Middle East. -

Some observers say
Washingion seems Lo believe
Asia has the potential to be-
come the world's nuclear
lashpoint.

The recent attempt at co-
operation between the ‘two
China's came about because the
crowded island to Taiwan fears
its own nuclear dumps are
reaching capacity while China
hopes to carn foreign ex-
change and benefit f{rom
Taiwanese expertise on nu-
clear safety in running its own
nuclcar power plants.

China and Talwan have gone
as far as identifying possible
disposal sites on the mainland,
officials confirmed.

"As long as the mainland
agrees,” Chang said, "we can
dispose of our low radioactive
nuclear waste on an uninhab-

ited island off Zhejiang
province (in south-east
China).”

"As for highly-radiocactive
waste,” he added, "it may be
disposed of in north-western
Xinjlang province.”

Recently, Tseng Te-Lin,
chatirman of Taiwan's Radiation
Protection Society, a non-state
organisation representing the
State Atomic Encrgy Council,

said China had basically agreed
with the plan but bt']'lt"t'yt‘d cau-

tion was necessaly given the
political sensitivity over nego-
tiations with Taiwan.

Washington has blocked efforts of feuding
China and Taiwan to forge a nuclear waste
deal, fearing Beijing may extract plutonium
from the radioactive trash. Yojana Sharma
of IPS reports from Hong Kong.

to override a ban on official
contacts across the strait of
Tatwan.

But after initial positive in-
terests from Beijing, Taipei
has noticed China has re-
treated somewhat in recent
months.

Official newspapers in China
also Indicated last ycar that
"US manipulation” was jcop-
ardising the plan, with an offi-
cial of China's National Nuclcar
Corporation pointing to pres-
sure fram Washington.

Now both sides are saying
the deal may only cover very
low level nuclear waste I it

States has built up in recent
months as Washington begins
to become concerned about
nuclear weapons In Asia and
the Middle East now that
Russian and the United States
are well on the way to disman-
tling their nuclear arsenals.

Washington has also ex-
pressed dismay over China's
massive underground nuclear
test in the remote Xinjlang
desert in late May,

Although China did not re-
veal the' exact nature of the
test, the device was said to be
six times more powerful than
those conducted by the nu-

the nuciear threshold west ban
treaty o which China is not a
signatory

China has also been under
attack from Washington for

selling nuclear technology to
Third World countries like
North Korea, lran, Algeria,

Syria and Pakistan, and for
promoting nuclkear build-up in
Asia and the Middle East

China this year ratificd the
Nuclear Non-Prolilferation
Treaty to ward off crilicismis
over ils weapons sales policics
o Third World countrics US
congressmen were irying to
link the weapons sales with a
rencwal of China s trade privi-
leges.

But the 1992 yearbook of
the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute re-
ported that, despite the an-
nouncement, "China has con-
linued o market nuclear and
missile technology to other
nations, including countries
with nuclear weapons ambi-
tions.”

Washingtlon is particularly
worried about China's influ-
encc on North Korea, which it
believes is developing nuclear
bombs. US intelligence reports
suggest a nuclear energy plant
north of Pyongyang produces
enough plutonium each year
for a single bomb.

China’'s role in North
Korea's nuclear activities is
thought to be minimal while
Pyongyang still needs more
than plutonium to develpop the
bomb. But Washington argues
China is an important inter-
mediary in preventing a major
nuclear build-up in the Korean
peninsula — supposedly the
last bastion of the Cold War.

Now that US forces are
scaling down their presence in
Asia, with their expected year-
end pull-out from their bases
in the Philippines, diplomats
say concern over the progress
of nuclear technology in the
rcgion has put pressure on US
allies there like Tajwan.

Washington is secking signs
from Beijing that it is sincere
in its adherence to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. This
includes technology transfers
in a field where, as an Asia-
based US diplomat puts it, “the

COMINAC

The Conference of Informa-
tion Ministers of Non-
countries [([COMINAC) which
ended in Jakarta on January
30, 1984 adopted two separate
documents called Jakarta ap-
peal and the COMINAC Decila-
ration. The conference
particularly stressed the
importance of Non-Aligned
News Agencies Pool and the
Broadcasting Organisation of
Non-Aligned countries as a
means (o promote spirit of
cooperation and solidarity and
provide technical and financial
assistance to the news
agencies of Non-Aligned
countries.

it also pointed out that the
Non-Aligned and the other de-
veloping countries are badly

in respect of Tlow of in-
tion because mass com-
munication media globally are
dominated by the transnational
news agencies. This situation
has caused quantitative imbal-
ance in the flow of news be-
tween developed and develop-
ing countries. An action pro
gramme (n the declaration
recommended that members
of the movement encourage
their media to step up and
widen news coverage of and
about member countries.

| take the liberty to quote
from Mr Esmond Wick-
rrnttlf;?w. Head of the Dele-
gation of Sr1 Lanka to the Non
Aligned Information Ministers
Meeting at Jakarta (28-30
January, 1984), who s re-

rted to have said "l was

rrified (o see the vast mis-
representation of views of the
Non-Aligned and developing
countries al the 20th Confer-
ence of UNESCO including
even plain news of own
statement as the Chatrman of
the Non-Aligned Group at
UNESCO then as the demand
for a NWICO was raised by us.”

From this conference
members of the Non-
countries felt badly the need
for developing powerful inter-
national media of their own.

The 33rd session of the
General Assembly of the 20th
Conference o UNESCO
adopted the resolution unani-
mously for the creation of an
International Programme for

the Development of Communt--

cation (IPDC) under the aus-
pices ol UNESCO. This was
seconded by USA on behalfl of
the Western countries and the
former USSR on behalf of the
Socialist countries of Eastern
Europe. The UNESCO had set
up an International Commis-
sion for the study of commu-
nication problems in 1977 un-
der the Chairmanship of Sean
Macbride, an Irish diplomat,
who has been awarded both
the Nobel and the Lenin Peace
Prizes.

The Western countries ex-
pressed scepticism about the
independent character of the
commission. In one of his
hard hit articles, Mr S M Alj,
who was UNESCO Regional
Communication Adviser for
Asia and the Pacific and
presently editing an E h
daily in Dhaka, gave a to
the Western media criticism
levelled against UNESCO,
which was instrumental in
bringing about qualitative
changes in the existing news

and broadcast media
in Asia. Pointing out some of
the projects initiated
UNESCO, Mr. S M Al said ‘it
i{s hard to think that any of
these projects could be seen
by any section of the US media
as an attempt to muzzle the
free press or to deny access of
western news agencies to the
Asian market'.

The inter-governmental
conference on communication
policies in Asia and Oceanfa
sponsored by UNESCO and
held in Kuala Lumpur between
5 and 14 February, 1979
aimed at prclcrlng a plan for
harnessing media to fur-
ther social progress and devel-

poriant suggestions
signed te set up
News Network (ANN)
would ensure that
flow of news
n the countries of the
region. It is to note
that such mﬁm&ﬁ opened
with Kuala as
distribution cenfre.

Hammarskjoeld

At the non-governmental
level the 1975 Dag Ham
id report is notewor
thy. It said, under present
conditions, information and
education are only too often
monopolised by the
structure, which manipulates
public opinion 1o serve its own
ends and tends to perpetuate
superstition, prefjudice and ig-
norance.

Although a number of coor-
dinating news networks have
been established like Non-
Aligned News Agencies Pool,
Asian News Network, OANA
and IPS (Inter Press Service)
as information bridge between
Latin America and Europe, not
much improvement has taken
place in the flow of informa-
tion. This may be ascribed to
the fact that most of the Third
World countries lack hard-
ware, expertise and technol-
ogy. The work of the IPDC s,
however, severely limited be-
cause of the shortage of funds-
and the Communication Divi-
sion of UNESCO is facing fi-

L]

nancial constraint as the
United States re as a
member of UN O at the
end of 1984,

Against the of the

end of cold war era and the
emergence of unipolar World,
the Non-Aligned Movement
may not have the and
relevance that it had in 60's
and 70's. But because of the
emergence of unipolar world,
Non-Aligned Movement could
maintain a balance in the pre-
sent day world they
stand unitedly and pull their
resources to have effective
communication media.

The concept of objective,
accurate and truthful reporting
of news is vitlated by a per-
verted outlook in most Ofp;l:

- of thetrcolofifal legaey. < '

in theory, every nation sub-
scribes to the les of the

Universal n of Hu-
man Rights adopted by the
United Nations in 1943 which
provides: Every one has the
right to freedom of opinion
and expression; this t in-
cludes freedom to opin-
fon without interference and
to seek, receive and impart in-
formation and ideas through
any media regardless of fron-
tiers ’

Unless the quality of news
presentation is improved and
access to information, good or
bad, by the Third World
countries is acknowledged
and transmission tariflf re-
duced, the motto of New In-
ternational Information Order
will not be - achieved. :

Wide exists in the
technical ties available to
the national news
and broadcast media in the

region. Some of the news
and broadcast media
are well equipped to receive

news from many parts of the
world and transmit these to

other cooperating agencies.
Other agencies lack appropri-
ate equipment to establish link
with neighbouring news agen-
cies. Most national news
agencies in Asia have bilateral
agreements among themselves
but they hardly can exchange
news satisfactorily because of
lack of hardware facilities. The
priority in such circumstances
should be placed on the, train-
ing of journaliéts for higher
professional standards. So-
phisticated hardware may be
procured through UNESCO's
assistance. With professional-
ism and competition, credibil-

The Radiation Protection pushes through. clear nations. It also exceeded  line between military and civil- | opment on the national plan. ity could be established in the '
Socicly had been holding talks Pressure from the United  the 150,000-tonne limit sct by  fan usc ts a thin one.” This writer participated in the dissemination of news.
— — -_-
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In 1983, an English Direc- It is a matter of ullcr mis- Papermﬂlin producing about 45,000 met- that such Bangladesh nationals

Sir, Three years back, in
1989, the Telephone Direc-
tory, currently under use, was
printed and distributed
amongst the subscribers. Soon
after the compilation of this
Directory, Digital and Fax
phones were introduced and
‘as such the present Directory
has impliedly undergone large

scale l'.'hl.l'lrl, .
The Telegraph and Tele-

phone Department took pains
to compile and publish Tele-

phone Directory for distribu-
tion amongst the Telephone
subscribers free of cost, but
they did not seem to have
taken te care for compi-
lation of book which con-
tains many defects and frregu-
larities. The printing of the Di-
rectory in two volumes is
rather disadvantage 4
better quality pa is used,
the cuz'lp!ﬂ: T:ﬁhont D1-
rectory may come within the

size and height of present Vol-
ume |1.

ous. If a

tory was compiled, which
contained a good for which
number of mistakes and cer-
tain major defects, the direc-
tory was ultimately not dis-
tributed amongst the tele-
phone subscribers.

In the past, Chittagong re-
gion was also Included in the

Telephone Directory, which
has certain advantages and the
authorities may kindly con-
sider abeut including the same
in the Directory.

In Vol. Il of the Current
Telephone Directory, under
alphabet 'KA' Kazi has been
printed in instalments vide

agu 229-234 and Pages 239-
and then again at pages
243-246. A little bit of care in
compilation could have saved
this irregularity.

The compilation is essen-
tially according to alphabetic
order. But one would find
gross irregularity as the said
order has not always been
maintained.

fortune that a Government or
ganisation of considerable im-
portance viz. T&T Department
should do things in a perfunc-
tory manner to bri oul a
publication which will be used
for a considerable time by
people of all classes. Apart
from national orbit, it would
also be used In international
sphere and such a publication
demands careful attention.

The word Triple beginning
with TI' ought to have been

t under TA' and nol as has

n done at page 409,

it is, accordingly, most
humbly suggested that
maximum care should be taken
while reprinting such an im-
portant Directory and, {f not
yearly, at least the Directory
should be compiled and sup-
plied to subscribers every two
years so Lhat they may make
effective use of it.

Shahidul Islam
South Jatrabari, Dhaka.

Rangpur

Sir, The fate of a jute-based
paper and pulp mill proposed
to be set up in Rangpur scems
to have become uncertain, The
reason is, however, not known
to us. Qnly what we know is
that Arel Engineering, a
French firm, which condueted
it [casibility study In the year
1990, sclected the site for the
project at Kaunia in Rangpur.
In this connection, a fact find-
ing team of the Overseas Eco-
nomic Cooperation Fund
[OECF) visited the site in May
this year and recommended
that the government should
formally request Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
[JICA) to provide necessary
technical assistance in the
project which may involve a
cost amounting to Tk 568.37
crore with a loreign exchange
component of Tk 324.66
crore.

It may be noted that the
proposed Industry aims at

ric tons of industrial papers
including craft liner, fluting
medium, sack and wrapping
papers which we usually
import from abroad. Such pro-
duction will save our valuable
foreign currency to the tune of
Tk 85 crore per annum,

May we, therefore, humbly
request our honourable Prime
Minister to personally look
into the matter and kindly
issue the directives
to implement the project.

Nitin Roy,
Fakirerpool, Dhaka

Wage Earners’
Development Bonds

Sir, As you know, there are
a good number of Bangladesh
nationals working for foreign
organisations in Bangladesh
and receiving their salaries In
foreign currencies through
convertible accounts main-
tained by such foreign organi-
sations. It {s a matter of regret

who are earning foreign ex-
change cannot buy Wage Eam-
ers’ Development Bonds be-
cause. they are not physically
present in a foreign country.
As such they are being de-
prived of their rightful benefit ,
of earning foreign currencies.

Our benign ment (s
desperately anxious to build up
foreign exchange reserves, but
by depriving the [(oreign
exchange earners, the
opportunity the government is
losing a huge amount of foreign
exchange which could be mo-
bilised thro sale of Wage
Earners’ Bends.

will the of Finance
look into this matter and give
special consideration to this
aspect at the earliest? To me-
bilise more and more internal
savings, sale of WEDB is a good
way in itsell which can easily
bufld up a foreign exchange
reserve.

M A Awal
mmwﬂ. Hiﬂﬂl‘. Dhaka



