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Hasina leaves for

Tungipara today
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
leaves Dhaka foer her village
home at Tungipara in
Gopalganj district today
(Saturday). During her week
long stay, Hasina will hold
meeting and mass contacts
with the people of Gopalgan,
Tungipara and Kotalipara. On
arrival at Tungipara she will
visit the Mazar of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
offer fateha there. Hasina is
scheduled to return to Dhaka

on August 29

BNP i
day Sept 1
The founding anniversary of
BNP will be observed all over
the country on September |
the Secretary General of the
party yesterday lssued direc-
tive each unit to cele-
brate the oceasion In a befit-
:f"lh: day hnhﬂ: I'.hll
v e
party flag atop pr{.ma
milad mahfil, discussion and
rally. reports (1SS,

Two killed in
road mishap
NATOR, Aug 21: Two per

sons, including a woman, were
killed and 265 others Injured
when a minibus skidded off
into a roadside ditch ncar
Ekdala village, 4 km from the
town, today. One of the victims
was identified as Lal Banu (60)
and olher, a man of about 28,

could not be identified, police
said, reports UNB.

504 more arrested,

arms recovered

Police raid In different
parts of the country resulted in
the arrest of 504 persons dur-
ing the last 24 hours ending
Friday afternoon for their in
volvement in criminal activi-
ties, according to an official
handout. Police also recovered
16 fliegal frearms and 28

rounds of ammunition, reports
BSS.
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Artillery shells rain on Sarajevo

Parliament, presidency,
UN barracks on fire

SARAJEVO, Aug 21: Tweo
persons were killed and 13
others wounded today when
several artillery shells fell on a
crowded market in central
Sarajevo, Radio Sara re-
ported, quoting a hcd doctor,
reports AFP.

"Shells fell between 9 am
and 9:30 am (07 hoo and
O7Th30 GMT) as the market

was packed with people,”
Jadranka Brko, a wounded

survivor whose husband was
killed by the bombardment,
was quoted as saying

UN soldiers, meanwhile,
prepared to evacuate the body
of a slain Ukrainian member of
their force after some of
the worst fighting in the

Radio Sarajevo sald Serbs
besieging Sarajevo had been
‘using all arms at their dis-
posal” to shell the city, and
that flighting was continuing
Friday in the Vogosca suburb.

AP adds: Sarajevo residents
ventured onto the streets
Friday in search of bread and
waler alter one of the heaviest

- ————

The former Bosman parliament building burns after a
Se~l1an mortar attack on Sarajevo Thursday. The airport
was reopened for humanitarian aid flights as fighting
between Serb and Muslim-Croats continued. — AFP photo

bombardments in weeks

The Marshall Tho barracks,
where Ukrainian peacekeepers
for the United Nations are
staying. was bombarded for 40
minutes Thursday night. At
least one shell hit the barracks
and set it ablaze and eight UN
vehicles burned, UN spo
kesman Yusufl Khalefl said.

“This is a very serious at-
tack.” Khalef said. He said he
thought that the barracks were
deliberately targeted.

There was a new sniper at-
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1600 Muslims
forced to walk
or 16 hours

LONDON, Aug 21 Somc
1,600 Bosnian Muslim refu
gees, including invalids, old
people and children, were
forced to walk overnight
through the mountains of cen
tral Bosnia, according o a
first-hand account today by a
Guardian correspondent Fri
day, reports AFP

Vulllamy, who joined the
convoy al Lamovita, ncar the
notorious Omarska detention
camp, spoke of walking over
human remains on pertlous
mountain roads, where refu-
gees were ambushed by the
same Serbian irregulars who
lorced them on to the road.

The refugees, forced 1o
leave their homes at Sanski
Mosl, walked lor nearly 16
hours, to a no-man's land
northwest of Sarajevo.

They were forced at gun-
point to sign papers handing
their homes over Lo Serbian
police, the reporter said.
Their destination was a

_area around
rnd%nicl. where t
came targets for artillery fire
before joining about 26,000

other homeless Muslims in a -

refugee centre.

This was just one of scores
of such group being channelled
by Serbian authorities into the
battlefields of central Bosnia,
Vulliamy said. By Thursday
night the number of Muslims
left in Sanski Most had been

reduced from 2,600 on
Tuesday to just 1,000, he
added.

Q-

Tuesday for
~ water talks

indian Water Resources and
Irrigation Minister VC Shukla

will arrive here on t 26
for ministerial-level with
Bangladesh on the issues con-

cerning the waters of the
common rivers, Indian P
Secretary JN Dixit said on his
arrival last evening,

Dixit, who fs returning the
visit of the Bangladesh Foreign
Secrelary Reaz Rahman to
india in May last, will have
wide-ranging talks on bflateral
and other issues during his
two-day stay in Dhaka.

"Bangladesh and India have
very good relations”, he told
newsmen al Zia International
Adrport but added that by say-
ing s0o he was not washing off
the difficulties in the bilateral
tes

"Our ties are based on real-
ism and not abstractions™, the
Indian Foreign Secre said,
adding "this has made the rela-
tionship really practical and
friendly.”

Basically, 1t is a bilateral
visit responding to the one
made by the Bangladesh
Forrign Secretary and the two
sides would discuss all the is-
sucs of common Interest, he

Dixit s accompanied by
Joint Secretary in the External
Aflairs Ministry Rajiv Bhatia
and Joint Secretary in the
Home Ministry VS Allawadi.

Foreign Secretary Reaz
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Rohingya refugees
Today’s talks to fix
repatriation date

By Farid Hossain

The authorities at Cox's
Bazar have tightened security
for toeday’'s (Saturday) offictal
level talks with Myanmar
(Burma) to discuss repatriation
of 265,000 Rohingya refugees
from Bangladesh, sources said

The sources reached
telephone at Cox's Bazar said
the two sides would try to.set a
new date for the stalled repa-
triation

The 15-member Myanmar
delegation at the meeting, the
cighth since the April 28
repatriation pact, will
headed by Maung Aung direc-
tor general of Immigration.
The Bangladesh side com-
priscs 18 offictals led by Omar
Faruq, Chittagong divisional
commissioner.

The last official level repa-
triation talks were held at
Myanmars [rontier town of
Maungdwe on July 23,

The Myanmar officials will
cross the border river Naaf
speed boal to reac
Bangladesh's frontier town of
Teknal on Saturday morning
Then they are expected to be
flown by helicopters to Cox's
Flesar.

The talks are likely to begin
at 10 am at the new circuit

‘ house al Cox's Bazar and con

be .

tinue until lunch. A press brief-
ing has been scheduled for
around 4 pm. The Myanmar
leam 1is scheduled to stay
overnight at Cox's Bazar before
leaving for home on Sunday
morming.

The sources said tight secu-
rity measures would be taken
for the Myanmar delegation as
the meeting is being held in
the background of fresh ten-
sion among the refugees. On
last Tuesday anti-repatriation
militant Rohingyas attacked
Bangladesh officials at Haldia-
palong camp in Ukhia forcing
police to open fire that killed
three refugees.

Some unofficial sources said
the militants, though handful,
were still active against the
planned repatriation

An official source said
preparatlions for the meeting
were almost complete. The
Bangladesh officials will sit
among themselves on Friday
night to finalise their agenda
for the erucial meeting.

“We are expecting a positive
outcome from this meeting
But we are still discussing our
side of the agenda.” said the
official, speaking on condition
he can not be named.

The Bangladesh side feels
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Awami League Chief and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina addressing

a public meeting at Bangabandhu Avenue yesterday.

M_ala}si_a FM due tomorrow

Joint Commission with
Kuala Lumpur soon

Star Report

Bangladesh and Malaysia
will set up a Joint Commission
to enhance bilateral coopera-
tion in various ficlds. The
Commission will come into be-
ing through signing an agree-
ment between the two coun-
tries during Malaysia's Foreign
Minister's cnsuing visit to
Bangladesh.

Malaystan Foreign Minister
Datuk Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad
Badawi arrtving Dhaka Sunday
night leading a 15-member
delegation for a five-day official
visit. During his stay here,
Datuk Abdullah would have
lalks with his Bangladesh
counterpart A S M Mostaflzur
Rahman covering the entire
gamut of bilateral relations, re-
glonal and international issues
of common concern.

After their formal talks on
Tuesday, the two ministers
will sign an agreement on
Economic an Technical
Cooperation between Bangla-
desh and Malaysia.

“Under this agreement, the
Joint Commission led by the
Foreign Ministers of the two
countries will be set up,” said a
source in the Bangladesh
Foreign Office.

The Joint Commission will
cover bilateral cooperation in
the fields of industry, trade,
manpower, agriculture, health
and education. Soon after set-

ting up the Commission,
working groups on different
sectors meet in Dhaka and

slart discussions on matters of
common interest.

The ministerial level
Commission will be the first of
this kind between the two
countries. Previously, Dhaka
and Kuala Lumpur had a Joint
Economic Committee led by
secretaries,

Diplomatic observers in
Dhaka believe that the Joint
Commission will boost overall
relations between the two
countries. Dhaka and KL main-

See Page 12 Col B

ADB to provide
SDR 2.45 cr for
Open Varsity

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) will provide SDR
24,588,000 for the establish-
ment of Bangladesh Open Uni-
versity, reports UNB.

A loan agreement to this
effect was signed in Manila be-
tween the government of
Bangladesh and the ADB on
Thursday, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka yester-

day.

esh Ambassador to
the Philippines Mohammad
Abu Hena and ADB Vice Presi-
dent Gunther G Schulz ini-
tialled the nt on behalf
of their respective sides.

The project envisages the
establishment of Bangladesh
Open University for increasing
access to the basic, secondary
and post-secondary education
and vocational training, with
particular focus on rural areas.

The Open University will
also provide a mechanism for
meeting the emerging higher
education and training needs
in selected arcas and
strengthen informal and non-
formal education p mmes
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Send lists of
Jamaat-Shibir
Workers, asks
Nirmul body

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Committee
for Resistance to Killers and
Collaborators of 1971 Friday
called upon the pro-liberation
forces and the Freedom Fight-
ers to take all-out preparations
for a war-time situation.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in the capital, the leaders
requested people to identify
the s Ids of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami, its student wing Islami
Chhatra Shibir and Freedom

Party.
They also urged the people
to send lists with names and
addresses of the leaders and
workers of these organisations
to the committee office by
September 14.

Committee leaders Col.
(retd) Kaz{ Nuruzzaman,
Shahriar Kabir, Naim r
and Sadek Ahmed Khan spo
at the press conference held at
the Topkhana Road office.

The leaders accused the
Jamaat and Freedom Party
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PM’s JS speech has incited

Menon-assailants: Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina has said the govern-
ment is trying to politically
cash in on the two incidents —
the killing of Ratan Sen in
Khulna and the assassination
attempt on Rashed Khan
Menon.

"The government is not
making proper investigations
to apprehend the killers and
assailants and is harassing its
political opponents”, the lea-
der of the Opposition in Par-
liament told a large public
meeting at Bangabandhu Ave-
nue in the capital yesterday
afternoon.

"The Prime Minister's
provocative speech in the
Jatiya Sangsad instigated the
miscreants to take attempt on
Menon,” the AL leader said
adding "her (the MP’s) speech
increased acts of terrorism by
the ruling party as well as the
anti-liberation Jamaat-Shibir-
Freedom Party-Jubo Command
clique.

The opposition leader at-
tributed main reason for
the deterioration of the law

and order situation to "BNP's
policy of protecting the seat of
power through spreading vio-
lence.”

She reiterated her accusa-
tions that the ruling party was
politicising the administration
and maintaining control over
the campuses, industrial units,
bus terminals, and other vital
areas by letting lose violence.

The present government,
she further alleged, having no-
confidence of the people, was
following the path of the auto-
crats to cling to power, :

"The situation would have
been different had Awami

" League been in power”, the

opposition leader said adding
that her party believed in
people’'s power.

The metropolitan branch of
AL organised the meeting in
connection with the obser-
vance of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's 17th death
anniversary on August 15,

Addressing the meeting as
chief guest, Hasina warned
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia of
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UN call for truce in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: The
United Nations today urged
the Afghanistan government
and Mujahedeen forces to
ceasefire in Kabul to permil
the evacuation of diplomats
and their [amilies ‘by road and
by alr’, reports AFP.

A detailed proposal was
handed to the government in
Kabul and to the gepresenta-
tive of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's
Hezb-i-Islami faction here, a
UN statement said.

The diplomatic community
in Kabul and the United
Nations cxpect that the con-
cerned parties will honour
their carlier assurances to al-
low a safe evacuation of
diplomats from Kabul, said the
communigue.

Earlier, Hekmatyar, whose
forces’ rockets have been rain-

ing on Kabul, agreed o rgopen
the city's airport for one hour

to airlift foreigners. The air-
port has been closed since
fighting erupted between the
vernment and Hekmatyar's
orces earlier last week, killing
more than 1,000 people.
Most of the UN personnel

_stationed in Kabul have left the

Alghan capital, where fighting
had stopped Friday.
There are some 200 diplo-

mats in Kabul. '
Reuter adds: Hekmatyar
supports a for a meet-

ing of the ecoalition Afghan
lcadership council to discuss
ending two weeks of faction
ting in Kabul, his '
of Freedom Radio Ili!.
Hekmatyar, leader of the Hezb-
i-Islami Party pounding Kabul
with rocket and artfllery fire,

was responding to a letter
from Younis Khalis, leader of a
Hezb splinter [action, accord-
ing to a transcript of the
broadcast reccived today.

AFP from Kabul adds: The
Al government's military
olilensive againsl opposition
Mujahedeen forces ground to a
halt today, although the rebels
continued to pound them with
artillery and rockets.

A government spokesman
said that no order from
Defence Minister Ahmed Shah
Masood had been given for the
government troops to pursue
thetr face-to-face t
with Pashtun extremist Hek-
matyar's Hezb-i-Islami Muja-
hedeen,

Frontline t M

postponement of the operation
in its third day.

One Jamiat-i-Islami com-
mander cited the loss of inno-
cent civilan lives in the con-
tested outskirts of Kabul as the
reason for the offensive’'s halt,

But informed sources hin-
ted that the gavernment was
calling up reinforcements from
the coalition forces of
northern Afghanistan, led by
General Abdul Rashid Dostam,
the former 53rd Divisfon mili-
tla commander whose defec-
tion to the Mujahedeen in
March 1092 precipitated the
collapse of the former
Najibullah regime in Kabul.

Thousands of these former
government militiamen are al-

ready in Kabul, =

mmm u -
hedeen are puzzled .m:& [Related Story on Page 5|
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Bush sees Saddam as a
perfect target: Baker

WASHINGTON, Aug 21:
Whatever else Saddam Hussain
may be — Secretary of State
James Baker says he is a
“ruthless madman®"— Presi-
dent Bush sees him as a
perfect target in an election
year, reports AP.

The Iraqgi leader is accused
of persecuting Kurds in the
north, Shi'ites in the south and
defying UN arms inspectors.
His fnvasion of Kuwait two
years alarmed Arab gov-
ernments. His Scud missile
attacks on Israel reinforced
fears there.

When Bush wenl to war
against Saddam there was little
dissent. In practical terms,
Americans wanted to be sure
Gulf oil was protected. But

with claims that Saddam was
another Hitler, White House
publicists tugged on Ameri-
cans' emotions as well.

Bush's standing soared in
polls.

Bush is betting those same
emotions will prevail as he
carefully maneuvers to box
Saddam in. If there is a con-
flict over Saddam’s attacks on
Shi'ite villages in the marsh-
lands of southern Iraq, the
onus will be on the Iragf
lcader.

Next week, probably on
Tuesday, the United States,
Britain, France and
Russia will notify Iraq that if it
flies

more s below
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the

and critically wounded Rashed

Khan Menon near his party of-
fice at Topkhana Road in the
cilty at around 8:35 pm
Monday

Meanwhile, former MP of
Jattya Party, Monirul Islam
Monir, and his younger bro-
ther, Zahirul Islam Rumi, the
general secretary of Shan-
tinagar Club, are being In-
lerrogated at the Detective
Branch office at Minto Road. A

police  official, when con-
tacted, declined to give de-
tails to facilitate the invests-
gation.

The two brothers were ar-
rested on Wednesday in con-
nection with the attempt on
the life of the WP leader and

taken on a two-day police re-
rrwand.

No solid food

yet for Menon

By Staff Correspondent

The condition of Workers
Party leader Rashed Khan
Menon, MP, has improved fur-
ther, according te the
:‘:nmhined Military Hospital
CMH) and sources
t _ family yes-

He remained wunder obser-
vation at the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU). ‘'His condition is
better than before,' said the
on-duty medical office
at the ICU late last Y

to sources,
Menon's is improv-
ing and he talked
members during theﬁ

However, he is
ﬂ:’n&;r;:mul fluid. No

el been given,
they added. .

Menon, who is also the
convenaor of the Five-
Alliance, was shot by unidenti-
fied gunmen in front of his

party office at Topkhana Road
on August 17.

Plea for fresh
probe into

Milon murder
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
meeting organised by the
Shaheed Doctor Milon
have called for a fresh trial af-
ter a fresh investigation into
the Milon murder case.

Tofael Ahmed MP, the late
Milon's mother Selina Khatun,
lawyer Shamsul Huq Chow-
dhury, Kazi Aref Ahmed, Dhaka
Medical College Principal Dr
Zahurul Mawla Chowdhury
were, among others, who
spoke at the meeting chaired
by Dr M A Majed, the
president of the organisation.

Paying tribute to Milon,
whose death on November 27
gave momentum to a nine-
year-old struggle against autoc-
racy toppling it a week later,
Tofael rﬂdennlppul to all to
pressurise the government
into initiating a fresh probe.

Mother Selina Akhter re-
gretted the fact that Milon's
murderers were yet to be
identified. :
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Housewife robbed
of bangles, gold
chain in city

By Staff Correspondent
Muggers snatched away
gold bangles and a chain from

a housewife at dagger-point at
Bailey Road in the city Monday

evening.

Rehana Begum, the victim,
said when she and her elder
sister Nehar m reached
near Sidheshwary Girls’
College at Bailey road by a
rickshaw at around 7 pm,
three muggers stopped them
and snatched away Rehana's
bangles and a chain weigh
six tolas at dagger-point a
immediately fled away by an
auto-rickshaw.

Rehana also said that she
was on the way home at Bailey
Road from Kawran Bazar area
by a rickshaw last evening.

Police rushed to the spot
immediately after the incident
but failed to nab the
Police picked up the

terrogation,



