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Pak army chief to visit India
Delhi, Islamabad see

era of better ties

ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: Pakis-

reports Reuter.
Minister of State for For-
3 Affairs Mohammad

Khan Kanju told par-
Hament that Pakistan would

continue to scek a negotiated

movement in our reclations,
Kanju said, commenting on
two agreements  singed iIn
New Delhi on banning chemi-
cal weapons and a code of
conduct on treating diplomats.

The minisicr was opeaing a
foreign policy debate in the
senate (upper house) a day afl-
ter senior officials of the' two
sides ended talks in New Delhi
on an unusually upbeat note.

India announced today that
Pakistani army chiel General
Asif Nawaz would visit New
Delhi soon, but said the dates
had not yet been set.

Kanfu said he was confident
progress on Pakistan proposals
for nuclear non-proliferation
and disarmament in South

Asia would usher in an era of

harmonious relations’ with
India and enable them to focus
energies on economic devel-

opment.

Pakistan Foreign Secretary
Shahryar Mohammad Khan,
who led his side at the talks.
said im New Delhi on
Wednesday that they had

to discuss Kashmir

h he described as the

fundamental core issue for

the tensions between the two
countries.

Indian Juntor Foreign
Mintster Raghunandan Lal
Bhatia told India’'s Upper
House of Parliament that
Nawaz's visit ‘will form a major
inftiattve in improving bilat-
eral relations.’

He said Nawaz had accepted
an invitation from Indian army
chief, General JF Rodrigues,
sent through Shahryar.

An ecarlier invitation by
Rodrigues had brought no re-
sponse from Islamabad at a
ume when relations between
the two old enemics dlgped
to another low, as both
charged the other's diplomats
with spying. Indian officials
siund

“The talks between the two
army chiefs will prove pur-
poseful and fruftful,’ Bhatia
said.

_Cement

»
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As the [Mirst consignment
did not arrive on time, cement
prices rose in the months of
June and July with private im-
porters monopolising the
market.

Of an annual demand of 20
lakh metric tons, the TCB was
to import eight lakh tons to
play its traditional role of mar-
ket stabiliser, the private im-
porters were 1o bring (n an-
other eight lakh tons while the
resl was to be produced by the
local cement lactories.

In 1991-92, the TCHB was
far from its import target and
ironically, the domestic out-
put came o approximately 2.5
lakh tons. But the private irms
imported more than their quo-
tas to balance the demand-
supply situation.

Concerned quarters int
acceusing fingers for the thn
cle at the Council Committee,
a body of ministers that looks
after the Tk 15 crore plus gov-
ernment purchase.

They suggest that the
Committee, ignorant of past
records, directed laking the
entire one lakh tons from the
Indian firm, which quoted an
attractive 59.39 US dollar per
metric ton brushing aside
TCH's pragmatic proposals.

Arcurdl& to sources, the
TCB had advised that the re-

ufred quantity be bought
rom al least three sources—
40,000 tons . froom Romania,
30.000 tons from India and
another 30,000 from Korea—
to avoid any possible disaster
as had been the case In such
deals over the years. Since
1974, concerned sources say,
Romania and the former Sovict
Unijon have defaulted in ship-
ments of cement.

Informed sources said that

the India Exim Ltd had made -

the commitment without
reaching a firm contract with

any Romanian company. When
the supply period came the
Indian firm fafled to get the
cement from its possible
sources. One sources said that
the Romanian company, from
whom the suppliers thought
thar would buy cement, was
sold to a German company.

In the backdrop of its fail-
ure, the Indian firm sought to
supply the same quantity ol
cement from the CIS, a pro-
posal turned down by the
Council Committee in July.

As things stand today, the
cancellation of the contract is
a matter of time, despite pres-
sure exerted by the firm’s in-
fluential local agent.

The local agent, insisting
that TCBH's bureaucratic bungle
had made things difficult, is
now trying Lo save the pcor
formance guarantee (PG), five
per cent of the 59.39 lakh
dollars total cost. But the TCB
is about to encash the guaran-
tee money that comes to aboul
Tk 1.15 crore.

Authorities sources said
that the failure on the part of
the suppliers angered the
Council Committee members
and a Cabinet minister insisted
that action be taken against
the firm and its local agent.

However, the agreement it-
self immunity to the de-
faul firm until the January
1993 line expires.

Meanwhile, the TCB im-
ported 5,500 metric tons in
May and June [rom India,
11,000 metric tons [rom
Korea and LC has been opened
to buy 20,000 metric tons of
Chinese cement from a Hong
Kong firm., to be shipped by
this month.

The TCB has also reached
an agreement with an Indian
firm to import 20,000 metric
tons of cement. Arrangements
are underway to import an-
other 50,000 metric tons of
Chinese cement.

Five-Party's claim
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view with us, regarding the in-
vestigation alt we have
indicated who might have
made the attempt.”

The rally, held on the Top-
khana Road (o protest the at-
on Menon, demanded a
ban on Jamaat, Shibir, Free-
dom Party and Jubo Command.
addressed, among

i

Demanding resignation of
the Home Minister Abdul

Matin Chowdhury, Badal said,
*Matin shrugged off our sug-
gestions regarding the Menon-
assaflants and he is misdirect-
ing the effort 1o arrest them.”

The leaders told the rally
that they identified the as-
saflants as anti-lberation ac-

tivists because those activists a
few days ago declared a hit-list
of persons they call Indian
Agents. The list included the
names of Menon, Ratan Sen
and other pro-liberation lcad-
ers.

They also declared that
since the Five-party alliance
had no trust in government in-
vestigation it had formed an
investigation commitiee of its
own to probe into the Menon
incident. The committee
would soon announce its re-
port, and expose the as-
saflants, they said.

Urging people to take up
self-security measures against
terrorists as every citizen had
the right to self-defence, Inu
said the Five-party would soon
announce a movement
to enforce the ban on
activities by anti-liberation
force.

r said that through

the peacefully-observed hartal
ple had proved that they
E:)I not the Razakars
and that they wanted trial of
the Menon assailants.

Editor : S. M. Ali
Executive Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Published by the Editor on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52
Motijheel C/A. Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at The.

Lid., 36 Purana Paltan, Dhaka. Editorial, News
& Commercial Offices: 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road,

Dhaka- 1000.
Advertisement:
863035. GPO
DHAKA.

Tel:

PABX-
45063 & Ext. 20. Fax No. 88-02-
. No. 3257. GRAM: DAILY STAR,

246023-4, 245061-2.

Awami League rally at Bangabandhu Avenue after yesterday's hartal

—Star photo

Hartal paralyses country
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rupted while long distance
buses stayed parked at the
terminals in the outskirts of
the city.

The Purana Paltan and fits
adjoining areas were the main
trouble spots du the har-
tal hours Thursday where
pickets locked in several
rounds of clashes with police.

At around 11:20 am several
cocktails were blasted during
a procession of pickets atl the
Purana Paltan Square. They
also stoned police as Lthe law
enforcers blocked them and
tried to keep the road free for
traffic.

Police lobbed four Lear gas
shells to disperse the pickets.

Al Bijaynagar a police Sub-
Inspector Nazrul obstructed a
group of photo-journalists
and allegedly misbehaved with
them. The Sub-Inspector also
pointed his pistol at the
ghuln journalists but did not

re.

In another round ol clashes
with police in the Bijaynagar
area police went into action
using batons and firing leargas
shells. arrested two per-
sons including Nirmul Com-
mittee leader Ahmed Khan
but later released them lollo-
wing public protest on the
spol.

Two intercity train services
were cancelled and three
trains coming [rom various
districts towards Dhaka were
siranded midway due to hartal.

Raflway sources said the
‘Karnafuli,” running on the
Dhaka-Chittagong route and
the ‘Isakha of the Dhaka-
Maymensing route were can-
celled yesterday (Thursday)
morning.

Ekota,” coming from Di-
najpur, Teesta' en route to
Dinajpur from Dhaka, and the
Rajshahi-bound 'Padma’ were
stopped by people supporting
the hartal near Mymensingh
yesterday morning.

Another train, 'Urmi Aruna,’
coming from Chittagong to
Dhaka was stopped and pro-
hartal held by activists near
Comilla at 7:30 am. Later, the
train was released and it
reached Dhaka at 1:55 pm.

At Sadarghat terminal,
launch services were delayed
and the number of
were one-fourth than usual.
The terminal authorities sold
gale passes worth about Tk
1500 while it usually sells
passcs worth about Tk 6000 a
day, Several steamers and
launches left Sadarghat with
very few passengers, terminal
sources said.

A BRTC bus came under at-
tack of ‘pickets’ at Farm Gate
at about 9:30 am but was res-
cued by police.

At around 1:10 pm, a home-
made bomb was hurled on a
police van parked necar the
Press Club. However, no one
was hurt.

Another cracker was hurled
in front of the Communist
Party office at around 2:30 pm.

Two suspected Jubo Co-
mmand activists were caught
by the agitated mob at around
4:15 pm and were bealen
serfously. Police later rescued
them. One of them was
identified as [llias.

The hartal supporters at-
tacked several BRTC buses in
Shahbag and Bangla Motor ar-
eas where police detained th-
ree supporters of Ganatantrik
Chhatra Otkya (GCO), who we-
re later released at the request
of political leaders.

A convoy of four BRTC dou-
ble-deckers was first stopped
near Kawran Bazar at the road
was blocked. However later the
buses reached Farm Gate via
'‘Panthapath’ and Green Road.

The pickets attacked the
convoy and damaged two
buses.

At Purana Paltan, at least 15
people were injured in clashes.

Police resorted to baton
charge to clear the roads. At
least five pro-hartal activists
were injured during the police
action. Several cocktafls were
blasted near Karwan Bazar ar-
cas following the incident.

The pickets were active till
afternoon to make the hartal a
sucoess.

Our $Staflf Correspondent

slayed
ways while the shopping ar-
chades and markets remained
closed. Most of the office In
the city, both private and pub-
lic could not function m.rs
due to thin attendance
banks could not te in full-
swing Carrying of cargo to and
from Chit ng port was sus
pended. Mills and factories at
Nasirabad and Sitakundu In-
dustrial belts stopped opera-
tion during the hartal .

During the hartal period
which was marked by In-
clement weather and monsoon
rains intermittently, no major
incidents of violence was re-
ported blrﬂnf some sporadic
explosions of crackers that
rocked different parts of the
city in the moming. Some ral-
lies and processions were or-
ganised here ignoring the rain-
[all.

Our Stafl Correspondent
from Khulna adds : Dawn to
dusk hartal was observed here
peacefully. All the roadside
shops, commercial establish-
ment, banks, insurance com-
panies, private offices re-
mained closed. Classes were
not held in all the educational
institutions. All type of vehicles
including rickshaw remained
ofl the road. Long route coach
services from Khulna remained

sponsible for the assassination
attempt.

Our Correspondent from
Sylhet . A peaceful dawn
to dusk was observed
here ;

All type of vehicles were ofl

the road during the hartal
hours. Road communicalions
with all the thana
remained . Dhaka-Syl-
het bus service did not ply.
Attendance In ment,
private offices and banks were
thin and did not function nor-

mally.
Opposition parties brought

out s and later held
a nmrc::mﬂ area of Syl
hel town.

Correspondent from Gaib-
andha reports: Dawn-to-dusk
hartal was observed In the
district peacclully. Shops and
educational institutions re
mained closed. Vehicles were
off the roads. Trains including
intercity cEXpress were
detained for hours in different
locations. Lawyers boycotted
the court in support of the
hartal. No untoward incidents
were reported.

A joint procession of the
opposition parties paraded the
main streets and held road
sidc mﬂm.

Our Satkhira Correspondent
adds: Dawn-to-dusk hartal was
observed 1in the districl
peacefully. Business establish-

-y

Islam Bokul, secretary zila
Awami League in the chair.

Our Narayangan] Corres-
pondent adds: Hartal was
observed peacefully throughout
the town.

Al 8 am yesterday hartal ac-
tivists pelted stones at a Dhaka
bound train at the
station damaging the wi
shield of the engine.

Four Naraya )} bound
trains were stopped cy the ac-
tivists at the Chasara Station.

Launch Terminals and edu-
cational institutions remained
closed for the day while all
traffic on the Dhaka Nara-
yangan| road was suspended.
Few workers reported lo
duties in the industries of the
lown while the markets
remained closed.

Al 5 pm at the Diamond
Hall Square rallies of several
parties were held. The rallies
were addressed among others
by Huk?ddh- : leader
Giasuddin Ahmed,

Awami

lﬂﬁm leader Mostala Sarwar,
Mofizul Islam. Prof Najma

Rahman, CPB lecader Advocale
Montu Ghosh, Shatfuddin
Ahmed and others.

Our Rajbart Correspondent
reports, three persons were
injured in two attacks
on the pro-hartal procession-
ists in district headquarter
during the hartal hours.

No ferry al the Doulatdia-

Agitated people damaging a
hours.

suspended during the hartal
period. Attendance in govern-
ment offices was thin. But
work in mills and factories in
Khalishpur, Daulatpur Indus-
trial Area was as usual,
Port, however, fMunctioned
normally. No untoward inci-
dent was reported. Special po-
lice force was deployed at dif-
ferent points of the city.

Sarbadalio Hatta-0- Shan-
trash Pratirodh Committee
arranged a protest rally al
Shaheed Hadis Park in the
evening. Presided over by
Talukdar Abdul Khaleq MP, the
rally was addressed, among
other, by Dr Ganendranath
Bala, Azizur Rahman, Advocate
Abdul Halim, Harun ur Rashid
MP, Khalid Hussain, Nuruzza-
man, and Sk Abdul Aziz. A pro-
cession was brought out in the
city after the rally.

BSS adds : A dawn to dusk
hartal called by the opposition
political parties passed off

zﬂfully in Rajshahi yester-

" Educational institutions
remained closed and examina-
tions could not be held at Ra-
jshahi University and Bang-
ladesh Institute of Technology
(BIT).

Shops and business cstab-
lshments remained closed
during the hartal period. The

ermmment offices, however,
unctioned. Vehicular traflic

also remained off the street.

A rally of the opposition
arties was held at the
hubanmohan Park in the

afternoon. The speakers at the
rally strongly condemned and

ted attack on Workers
rty leader Rashed Khan

Menon, and demanded pun-
ishment of the culprils re-

ments, kutcha bazars remained
closed. Classes in educational
institutions were not held.

Vehicles were off the road.
Attendance in offices were
very thin.

BSS adds: A dawn-to dusk
hartal was observed in Pabna
today peacefully.

No untoward incident took
place during the hartal period.
Shops and business establish-
ments remain closed. Vehicles
were off the road.

In the afternoon, a public
meeting was held with Rafiqul

car inside a motor workshop at Segun Bagicha during hartal

—Star photo

Aricha ghat operated during
the hartal hours. The dawn-to-
dusk hartal was observed com-
pletely in the district.
According to our Corres-

pondents, peacefull down-to-

dusk hartal was also observed

in Jessore, Madaripur, Chua-
and Jhalakathi.

Our Gazipur Correspondent
adds: Four persons were in-
jured in cracker explosions in
a procession in Gazipur town
during hartal Thursday morn-
ing.

‘Three murdered
in Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Aug 20: Three
persons, including a father
and his son, were killed bru-
tally and two others injured
scriously by miscreants
Tuesday night.

According to police, mis-
creants numbering about ten
chopped to death Khokal
Mondal (566) and his son [slam
Uddin (28) of Kutubpur the
same night.

In another incident the
t, miscreants num-

same nigh
bering about eight and

tpped with deadly wea

P Pod = hotsl at Gasta baser
under Mohespur thana and
hacked. the hotel owner

Both the injured were
mnulud to Moheshpur Hospi-

Enmity may be the reason
hiind the killing, police

- lated the people

Parties thank

people for

observing hartal
_ By Staff Corralpondem_;

Leaders of Bangladesh
Awami League, Five-Party Al-
llance, Patriotic Democratic
Front (PDF), Ganatantyi Party
and JSD (Siraf) have congratu-
for making
Thursday's day-long hartal a
SUCCESS,

. The leaders at a joint meet-
ing with Awami League chief
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parllament Sheikh Hasina in
the chair said that yesterday's

"hartal had reflected the peo-

ple’s no-confidence in the
mrnmnt.

The meeting. held at the
Minto Road residence of the
b;:-hi.:}ﬂ tl-:mn' '::
that country -
their resentment at un-
abated terrorism fostered by

the government'.

appeared designed
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to pressure

table. The government will not be forced In
hands® while constitutional talks are stalled. de
news conference, De Klerk said he met

anti-apartheid Democratic Party and the mostly
Freedom Party, the ANC’s main black rival, reports AP.

' Quake jolts Central

Asia : 50 killed

MOSCOW, Aug 20
cart
Asia killed dozens of people in

lﬂﬂﬂhﬂ&ymw.l
news reported Thurs-

day.
The . which the
US Geo | Survey mea-

sured at 7.5 on the Richter
scale, struck Wednesday morn-
ing. Its rcm:r was reported
to be in sparsely populated

Susamyr Valley of K
about 370 km (235 m
theast of Tashkent, Uzbekis-

Lan.

The quake was felt In
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Taji-
kistan, Kazakhstan and China,
over a range of 500 km (300
miles), according to news
reports and the Uzbekistan
Scismological Institute

In a dispatch from Bishkek,
the capital of Kyrgyzstan, the
ITAR-Tass news agency said up
o B0 people had been killed
in the Susamyr Valley, includ-
ing at least 14 who were killed
by falling rocks in the village of
Toluk.

Several villages on the
AL, allies
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A source present at the

meeting said on condition of
anonymity that the pecople’s
response and the taken siteps
by the government will decide
the ecourse of the opposition
movemenl programumne.
Awami League leaders Be-
gum Sajeda Chowdhury, Tolacl
GQQnd.ARbdur Rarzak, Mohi-
in med, Sheikh Abdul
Aziz, Abdul Mannan, Amir Hos-
sain Amu, Communist Party
leaders Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik and Nurul Islam- Nahid,
National Awami Party (NAP)
leader Pankaj Bhattacharya,
Alhaj Abdus Samad of Gana
Azadi League, Suranjit Sen
Gupta of Ganotantri Party,
Hasanul Huq Inu of JSD (Inuj},
Bhuiyan of BSD
, Mirza Sultan of
JSD, Bimal Biswas of Wo ;
Party, JSD (Siraj) chief Shah-
jahan Siraj, Sramik Kr-
ishak Samajbadi Dal leader
Nirmal Sen were among the
36 leaders present at the
meeting.

Monir
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earlier on Thursday submitted
a prayer to the Chief Metro-
litan Magistrate secking

-day remand for further

ning. But the Magistrate
wgmm:d only two-day remand
for each.

Unidentified assailants shot
and wounded the Workers
Party leader near his party of-
fice at Topkhana Road in the
city at around B8:356 pm

Monday.

Police picked up the former

MP and his brother early

Tuesday and detained in the
Detective Branch office,K at
Mintu Road for questioning.
Police arrested them on the
folowing day in connection
with the incident and they
were sent to the Dhaka Central
Jail after produced be-
fore the chiel Metropolitan

trate's Court on day.
Police, however, did not sub-
mit any prayer for remand

A top police official said,
the former MP and his brother
were being interrogated at the
Detective Branch but he de-
clined to disclose anything for
convenience of the investiga-
tion.

The official said Police
launched a massive hunt for
the assaflants during last three
days but [ailed.

“We are getting closer lo
the clu¢s and the culprits will
be detected soon” said a top
police officer.

When asked about the
Workers Party's allegation on
the attempt on their leader,
the police officer further said,
“we do not brush aside any al-
legation and clue. We are
looking into everything’.

Workers Party leaders al-
leged that activists of the
Jamaat-e-Islami, Chhatra
Shibir and Jubo Command had
hands in the attempt on

| Rashed Khan Menon.

ot it Contrtl o e s R

many shepherds was unknown,
ITAR-Tass added.

The evening newspaper
Izvestia said at least 20 people
were killed and 200
Only one road leads to re-
glon, but it was blocked by a
rockslide at a tunnel, the
newspaper said.

Emergency crews were
sent to the area and relief
workers were clearing roads,
ITAR-Tass said. Kyrgyz
President Askar cut
short his vacation to fly to the

area Thursday, the news
agency added.
Matin
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Khaleda Zta would like to ‘give
the change a more formal
colour in the weekly cabinet

meeting next Monday’', sources

added

The Prime Minister, ae-
cording to sources, is also
considering some other
changes in the Cabinet portfo-
os.

BNP sources said that the
change was being delayed for
political reasons.’ The reasons,
sources said, included
others 'an evaluation of the
Opposition attitude towards
the mment.’

However, it would net be
surprising il the incumbent
Home Minister were re
by someone else other than Ol
Ahmed.

A kitchen cabinet member,
preferring anonymity said that
while reviewing the law and
order situation the policy
planners had failed to find an
answer tp the question on how
to combat the 'ill-intentioned’
move by a certain quarier re-
sponsible for the deterioration
in the law and order situation.

The meeting of the kitchen
cabinet, however, opined that
the attempt on Rashed Khan
Menon, had politically ‘affected
the image of the governmen
sources added. :

Meherpur Govt
College closed

sine die

MEHERPUR, Aug 20: The
Government College here has
been closed sine die following
a series of clashes between Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir and Chha-
tra Moitree-backed by Chhatra
League (M-I), reports UNB.

At least four students were
infured in the clashes between
the two feuding parties in and
around the campus during the
last few days.

Menon
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letin said: "The condition of
Menon has continued to show
improvement. However, he is
under careful monitoring for,
complieations and conse-
quences, possible in such ex-
tensive injuries.”

Menon, also the convenor of
the Five Party Alliance, was
shot and injured by unidenti-
fied gunmen near Workers
Party office at Topkhana Road
Monday.

BSS adds: Attending sur-
geons and physicians said
Menon was recovering well
and responding positively to
the treatment.

Talking to newsmen,
Menon's clder brother A Z M
Enayetullah Khan who visited
him (Menon) last night at the
Intensive Care Unit, said
Menon was recovering well.

Enayetullah Khan whe
stayed for a couple of minutes
beside the bed of Menon said:
"Menon talked to him mere
freely on Thursday than he did
on Wednesday "

Replying to a question re-
garding the possible sending of
Menon abroad for (reatment,
Enayetullah Khan said: "Menon
is getting the best of treatment
nnf care at the Combined

Military Hospital. There is no
need to se him abroad for
tfreatment.”



