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a The‘Chauenﬁy for Bush

As the curtain falls on Republican Conven-
tion In Houston, with Ge Bush renominated
by thcmefnr the second term, the real race

the incumbent President to reduce the
gap in the opinion poll between himself and
the Democratic ¢ Bill Clinton. Bush is (n
an unenviable which has shown little or
no wm kind of attacks, some un-
dou in bad taste like describing the Gover-
nor of as "womanizer :r::: d N er,
made against Clinton, nor, one uld say, the
defensive position taken by the vice Presidential
ru mate Dan Quayle. a liability for the Re-
publican ticket, that he would not repeat the
mistakes duruwh&m campaign he had made in
the last one In 1 :

Bush may just manage to demonstrate that
Clinton is stoppable if only he can prove, as an
unidentified Republican Senator said before the
Convention, that "the country has a reason for
voting him in for the second term.” The consen-
sus amaong rts is that he can earn such an ap-
proval from the dublous electorate not so much
on his own record as for any blunder that may be
committed by the Democratic candidate.

Judging by a comparison of the two platforms,
it s hard to say where Clinton may commit that
unltkely blunder or get on the wrong side of the
undecided sectiorr ol the US voters. The Demo-
cratic call for the "restructuring of the US mili-
tary spending” to provide more funds for health,
education and environment, has already come
under the Republican attack with argument that
it aims at produc a "free fall" on the defence
budget. It is still far from clear how the electorate
will react to the two positions. It will probably
endorse a platform that takes the middle posy
tion, offering the best chance for the reduction of
the budget deficit and a stronger financial com-
mitment for environmental protection.

Unlike in 1988, the Republican Party may well
face a t test in establishing the crediblity of
the tion in the field of foreign affairs. It
is no good for thfcgar:y — or the President him-
self — to take credit for end the superpower

and thus, as they said in Houston. "making
the world safer for humanity.” The Democratic
tform has no problem in taking such a claim
to pieces, blaming the Republican government
for its timidity, indecision and even double-lalk
in tackling the problems arising from the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. Under George Bush, the
Democratic Party says, crises have been "managed”,
rather than prevented or resolved. Hence, the
next administration may still have Saddam Hussein
to deal with. It may also have Bosnia, the faltering
reform programme in the republics of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States(CIS) and the
establishment of a mechanism for financial
assistance te countries in Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Unton. Then, there will be a
massive refugee problem in Europe, adding a new
dimension to the crisis facing the Third World in
general and parts of Asia and Africa in particular.

To suggest, at this stage, that Bill Clinton
would be better able than George Bush to deal
with these problems just because he has captured
a part of the American nis: . No
matter who wins the race on November 3, he
must look at the scenario in a wider perspective,
not merely in terms of the US leadership, but in
the context of some kind of a global partnership.
This has been seldom done by successive US
Administration. In some ways, the trend in
Washington of looking at every problem through

the US eyes is getting stronger day by day, in the
process. creating other regional hegemonistic
powers and alliances. Unless this process is re-
versed and nations in general and ma{nr powers
In particular start sharing a new global vision for
tomorrow, people in the outside world will con-
tinue to view the forthcoming US election with
the cynicism that today dominates the thinking of
the American electorate.

Close Those Gates at 10

Two angry letters have appeared in a leading
vernacular national daily denouncing the closing
of the gates of the residential halls Eﬁwumt:n stu-
dents of the Dhaka University soon after dusk.
These are public residences and public scrutiny
is well in order.

The Universities are there — and we need
many many more of them right now — to be the
vanguard ol our social and cultural progress
where our inteliectual and aesthetic and eritage-
related capacities as a nation would always be in a
ferment. And 'halls' — and not only the classroom
— were supposed to do this job of fashioning raw
youth Into mature humanity wide awake of man's
endeavours in every clime and throughout history
to soar Into knowledge and love, co-operation and
accommodation leaving below ignorance, petti-
ness and intolerance. And this applied specially
to our residential-type 'Oxford of the East'

The halls for women scholars never fitted into
such Ideas of our university. One expected that
with the march of time towards a more equitable
world — sexwise, religion-wise material-ltving-
wise, the women's halls would on their own move
lowards the condition of those boarded by male
students. Reality has belied that expectation. An
example ol this is the closing time.

While either in the classroom or at the halls.
the teachers, according to set traditions of uni-
versity education, treat the students as gentle-
men and almost as peers — all that the woman
student gets [rom the teachers running her hall
Is a stern and Sanctimonious elder sister deadly
bent on guarding the morals of the young one.
Universily students comprise ladies and
gentlemen and no errant younger brother or
sister, They must be respected in order that the
teacher becomes respectable in return — and
more because that respect is essential to enable
the student to come into his or her own — which
is about all there is to education. The clos
times of the women's halls and hostels — a
their anomalies — testify to the absence of that
important element of respect for the young ones
who need it. more than the older ones.

This is enviable — the next-door neighbours
Rokeya Hall and Shamsunnahar Hall always shut
their doors hall-an-hour before or after the other.
Why* shouldn't the closing times of all the
women's halls of the untversity be brought in line
with the far more practical-minded times of the
women's hostels of the medical colleges and the
engineering university which ts 10 pm round the
And in those hostels they are quite liberal
after 10 and the morals of their inmates
not been heard to have been compromised
that reason.
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Ilbl:'llt\l't the war

‘ NIGHTMARE FACES THE BALKANS

The Bewildering War that Threatens to Turn Full-scal

HE Balkans, uUaditio

most vo
L Gt
facing the prospect d.ﬂ-
scale war, and Europe the

worst rel crisis since -
World War . Two milllon

Ip-nph have been driven from
their homes.

The war in Croatia. which
ended in a ceasclire ear-
ler this year, 20,000
lives. Now. in neighbouring

Bosnia Herzegov
100,000 people have been
killed. -
Uppermeost in the minds of
Western strategists is the
thought that the war could

spread. A complicated set of
alliances has e , dra-

on
one side, and Albania, -
Hosnia and Croatia on the
other. Al stake is not just the
control of the Balkan region,
but the content of its political

Iﬂ.nmrnlr and cultural idl:'lﬂity..

Though Bosnia's leaders
have issued strident calls for
oulside military intervention.
they are faced with two main
difficulties. The first is that
while institutions like the
North Auantic Treaty Organi-
satton [NATO), the Western
Europcan Union (WEU) and

| the Conference on Security

and Cooperation in
(CSCE) are the direc-
tion of the conlflict, they do not

threatens
Western interests.

The second is that the Eu-
ropean public does not really
understand the conflict, and is
therefore bewildered by the
images of human suflfering
bombarding (clevision screens
every night.

A proper understanding of

| the conflict and its implica-

tions lor European security is
essential if something is to be
done. What is also essential is
to realise that further manipu-
lation of ex-Yugoslavia's com-
plex ethnic map will lead to
more conflict — something
which the European Commu-

nity (EC) has so far failed to

grasp.
The common view of the
Yugoslav war is that i1 is Lhe

consequence of lifting the lid
on decades of communist sup
pression of ethnic tensions.
Such a view not only belies the
true origins of the war, but ob-
structs the search for a solu-
tion based on democracy and
cocxislence.

It is certainly true that the
experience of World War Two
left bitter memories [or Serbs
and Croats. Hitler's 1941 inva

Mt 2 final blow to the
om of Serbs, Croats and

Slovenes created in 1918, Yu

?lxvla was partitioned among
the Axis powers, with Croatia
criding up as the biggest state,
incorporating Bosnia-Herze-
govina.

Some of the war's most
horrific atrocities — against
Serbs, Roma and Jews — were
committed in Yugoslavia (ex-
UN Secretary General and Aus-
trian President Kurt Waldheim
scrved there as a Wehrmacht
officer]. But the sans un-
der Josip Broz Tito, who were
viclorious in 1944, were
drawn from all sections of the
population.

Under Tito, Yugoslavia was
distinguished by its break with
Stalin in 1948 and by its con-
cept of socialist self-manage-
ment. Tito also headed, with
Egypt's Nasser and India's
Nehru. the Non-Aligned
Movement.

The 1950s and 1960s were
a boom period for Yugoslavia.
But by the beginning of the
1970s, the [ragile nature of the

federation began to show.
The main reason for this
was economic, although 1here

The civil war _ruumng from the break-up of Yugoslavia is threatening to
full-scale war in Europe’s most volatile region. The war may
lives and has precipitated Europe’s worst refugee crisis

News Service analyses the factors behind conflict in Yugoslavia.

Although Milosevic s
known for launching the war
against Croatia in 199, his ca-
reer 48 a Grealer Serbian na
tionalist began earHer In
1989, he embarked on a cam
paign of repression against the
Albanian majority in Kosovo, a
province in the south west of

diplomat Lerd Carringlon,
constantly negotiated ceasc-
fires which were broken. UN
Security Counct]l resolutions

calling for peace were ignored.

On January 15, the EC for-
mally recognised Croatia and
Slovenia under German pres-
sure, even its own Bad-
inter Commission, which ex-
amined human and minority
rights in the republics, con-
cluded that Croatia had not
met the necessary standards.

The report recommended
recognition of the southemrn-
most republic of Macedonia,
but this has been consistently
vetoed by Greece, which ar-
gues that the name "Macedo-
nia’ implies a territorial claim
on its northern territories.

The lull in the fighting

enlarge into a

have already claimed 120,000
since World War Two. Gemini

Mlhtdtphmnlﬂ cent of its population, Serbs

14,000 UN peacekeeping 34 per cent and Croats

troops in Croatia. But the war
was far from over. EC recogni-
tion presented Bosnia-Herze-
ina with an appalling

. either to remain as

part of ru Yugoslavia with
Serbla and tenegro, or go

it alone. Either . War was
Hkely. b

Fighting began in April, in
the wake of an independence

relcrendum boycotted many
Serbs and internationa -
nition of Bosnia's ind -
fice. Currently, around 80 per
cent ol Bosnia's territory is
under Serbtan control.

Bosnia is in many ways a
microcosm of Yugoslavia, with

Muslims (who are defined as a
natlonality) making up 43 per

How 'Y’m";r}ulm.ruj collapsed into wat

Scrbia.

Milosevic's activities al-
lowed Slovene and Croatian
leaders — all former commu-
nists - to peint to the Serbian
threal in order to consolidate

their power. In June 1991,

Croatia and Slovenia seceded
from the federation,

The war launched against
Slovenia was swift and ended
in a resounding defeat for the
Yugoslav Federal Army (JNA).
Slovenia was in apy caseween
as expendable, being ethnically
homogeneous and outside the
projections for Grealer Serbia.
Croatia, though, was an
entirely different aflair.

Under the ruling Croatian
Democratic Union (HDZ),
which came to power in Aﬁ:ﬁl
1990, the 600,000 Serbs liv-
ing in Croatia were put in an
impossible position. Though
there are moderates among
them, the combination of Milo-
scvic's war drive and Croatian
President Franjo Tudjman's
discriminatory measures
mecant that non-viclent solu-
tions were simply not given a
chance.

As a result, militants like
Milan Babic in Croatia's Serb
enclaves proclaimed indepen-
dence. The ensuing war led to
the desliruction of Croatia's
economy — up to $18 billion in
direct — and of towns
like Vukovar, Osijek and the
historic port city of Dubrovnik.

Outside mediation was un-
successfiul. The EC con-
ferenee headed by Dritish

17 per
cent. )

The worst crimes of the
war have been committed in
Bosnia. The policy of “ethnie
cleansing” — clearing non-
Serbs from their homes, is

Imhmmwhﬂ

eshiflt
camps.

Bosnian President Alfja
lzet has pleaded with
the West to send In
Many commentators have
pointed out that if Serbia is not
neutralized in Bosnia,
will erupt in Kosove
Macedonia. |

Should the West intervene?
There is a definite reluctance
to with a Serbian army
which the terrain and
possesses mobile weaponry in
a country which, unlike
Kuwait, has no vital resources.
Jut moral questions have also
been raised, principally the
inadmissibility of terri-
lory by ferce. And, o war
does spread, the West will
surely blame itsell for not

concentration

having reacted earlier.

The indications seem to be
that Western leaders realise
the dimensions of the lem
but are still searching for a po-
Hilenl solution. Thelr latest at-

lempt is to reinvigorate the EC
peace conference by huldm a
new round of talks in

on August 17, Among those
invited are UN Se -Gen-
cral Boutros Boutros-Ghall and

US Sccretary of State James
Baker HBosnia’s Foreign Minis-

Siladzic has alrcady

driven ﬁ.tﬂ.hcr apart and fears
that the West is just an inter-

national policeman will Rrow.

Primetime Viewers Hooked

IHNA  started rather

e in whievision. But it

has rapidly cnjoyed the
medium.

TV sets began lo make their
way in to ordinary Chinesc
homes only in the late 1970s
and became  popullar in the
1980s. Today there are 140
million TV sets in China with
about 700 million daily view-
ers.

Now it's not content just
with ordinary TV but has found
happiness in cable television as
well.

Wang 35, a recent
visitor to Beijing. finds the
capital attractive but its TV
programmes “dull.” She con-
trasts Hengyang, her home-
town in central China's Hu-
nan province, which has a ca-
ble TV station and cight regu-
lar channels (Beijing has only
five regular channels).

in H more than a
fith of the city's 150,000
homes is connected to the ca-
ble system. And subsecribers to
the Hengyang Community An-
tenna Television (CATV) are
increasing by 1,500 each
month. |

Hengyang CATV is on the
air 15 hours a day, broadcast-
ing news, interviews, docu-
mentaries and entertainment
programmes.

It is broadcast through one
of Hengyang's ninc channels

on Cable TV

Liu Bo writes from Beijing

Ahmhmmmmmm‘ e}

TV sets and 700 million daily viewers

and relays the programmes of
cight other TV stations in the

A survey shows that 80 per
cent of cable TV subscribers
virtually watch the cable sta-
tion only. The director of
Hengyang CATV, Zhang Peide,
says {lexible and
the policy of the Ministry of
Radio, Film and Television
take the credit for such a high

viewing rate.
The Hengyang cable station

tailors its pro each
day to serve the needs of dif-

ferent viewing ups. But
from 9.15 pm gh mid-
night, and on holidays

the next mo the broad-

cast is for all, with foreign

- movies and Taiwan dramas as

well as Chinese movies that
have high-box-office records.
Unlike ordinary channels, ca-

ble TV is allowed to devoic hall
of its broadcasting time to im-
poried films (ordinary chan-

nels are allowed no more than

20 per cent of airtime).

The initial investment from
the Hengyang city government
was only 30,000 yuan
(US$5,600). "We raised most
of our funds from potential
viewers,” says Mr Zhang Peide.
"Each subscriber paid 180
yuan for installations and a
monthly service fee of five
yuan. " ‘

Investment to date has
reached 8 million yuan
(US$1.5 million), covering the
purchase of a German-made
transmitter, a Canadian-made
amplifier and US-made cables,

and the costs of installations

and operation.

A dozen other cities now
have cable TV — including

Changsha in Hunan Province, °

Shashi in ;Hubei
Province W Fuzhou and Fos-
han in coastal Fujian and
Guangdong Province. These
cities are all much smaller in
size than Beijing.

Morce than 9,000 large and

medium-size cntlerprises

throughout the couniry have
d the homes of

underway. Trial operation of
the Beijing Cable TV is ex-
pected to start late this year.

Beijing's cable TV will be
available in three channels —
one for the broadcast of Chi-
nesc and foreign movies and
TV dramas and two for general
interest programmes. It will be
the largest of China's exisling
cable stalions.

The programmes of China's
cable stations are mainly from
programme exchanges with
other TV stations'and video-
tapes for open distribution in
Ching. Some are imported or

The Ministry of Radio, Film
and Television plans to set up
in Beijing a 40-million-yuan
(US87.5 million ) cable pro-
grammes centre, which is ‘to
be the leading programme
supplicr for Chinecse cable sta-
Lions. — Depthnewrs Asia.
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(German dictionary

Sir., In the 17th July {ssue
of your r. there was an ar-
lli::{: lnp.:II:: Weckend Maga-
zine under the title 'The
Germans' Favourite Dictionary’.
During my long period of stay
in the Federal Republic of
Germany, | used to have a Du-
den as my regular companion,

This favourite dictionary of
the Germans has witnessed
the political history of Ger-
many cver since 1880. The
year 1880 saw the birth of this
dictionary by a academician
(probably a high school
teacher) called Konrad Duden.
Konrad Duden had in his mind
the children in schools and
other institutions, and also
adults in higher scals of leamn-
ing. This dictionary was
the need of the hour for the
world of research in stience

| and technology. Later this dic-

tionary saw the First and Sec-
ond World Wars and the birth
of Soclalism in Russia. After
World War [I, Germany was
divided, even Duden began to
occupy two places of publica-
tion — !.at.'l.]:l:ll and Mannheim,
Leipzig. the city of Duden's

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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publication in East Germany,
represented planned economy;
Mannheim, the city of Duden's
publication in West Germany
(FRG), represented free-mar-
ket economy.

Now after 40 years again
there is one Duden for the
whole of Germany (united
Germany). Fnllﬁcl]y changes
have affected the vocabulary of
this dictionary as well. The vo-
cabulary of East and West
Germany was different for bout
40 years. Foreign worlds such
as ‘computer or 'container
were used in both Germanys.
But words Ilike Fretheit
(freedom) and Demokratie
(democracy) had different
meanings in East and West
Germany. Certain words like
‘handicap’, 'job', 'story’ and
‘team’ began to the used in
West Germany after the Sec-
ond World War. Such foref
words were disliked by the
East Germans. Again certain
words used by East Germans
were disliked by the Germans
in the West. This discussion
can be much longer.

Now we welcome this new
Duden 1991 of united Ger-
many. Hope this new dic-

tionary will remove halred and’

bring about harmony in pre-
sent Germany. The story of
Duden could also be an excit-
ing one for people learning
German in Bangladesh. Hoping
to have a look into this dic-
tionary which will certainly
reach our German Cultural In-
stitute in Dhaka very soon. Or
has it already arrtved?

Mamun Hug
German Teacher
Dhaka University

Private forestry and
other issues

Sir., For God's sake, will
someone in the Ministry of
Forestry and Environment
al least a reply to Mr S Sikan-
der Ahmed's grievance that he
has publicly and painfully pro-
Jecled so many times in the
last two years (recent titled
‘Private Forestry' in “The Daily
Star” dated Aug 5)7

[t is a national shame that
authoritics do not have the de-
cency to at least acknowledge,
let: alone solve, issues which
are publicly put forward like
this so many times over the
years. Gruesome daylight pub-
lic murders can be committed
in Lhis city to be investigated
by Bangladesh Television's
programme Dristikon’ but the
authorities concerned can un-
abashedly refuse to give even
an interview on the subject let
alone solve the crime conclu-
sively and apprehend the

criminals.

Regarding Mr Sikander
Ahmed's case, we are quile
awarc that the standard
defence of the concerned offi-
cfals will be that the bureau-
cratic snags are so compli-
cated that no one man can
solve his problems overnight
and thus rid themselves of the
responsibility invested on
them with the money of the
laxpayers.

May | point out to the con-
cerned people that the day of
the British Raj is now gone and
it is now the duty of the offi-
cials to identify the {ssues and
present them to the con-
cerned ministers to be put
forward to the elected repre-
scntlatives for enactment of
necessary laws to make the life
of the people casier. No fssue
can be so small that it cannot
be scrutinised by the elected
representatives of the people.

Mr Sikander Ahmed deser-
ves a reply and so do we.

Syed M Quader
‘Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Open space in old
Dhaka
Sir, It is heartening to learn
that the rnment been

pleased to shift the Dhaka
Central Jail from its congested
site in Chawkbazar area of old
Dhaka city to a new 100-acre
beautiful site at Kashimpur un-
der Gazipur district. In this
connection, | would like to re-
quest the authorities con-
cerned to preserve the pre-

scnl site as an open green
space [or the benefit of the old
city dwellers instead of con-
verting it into a commercial
place by selling the vacated
lands in public auction as re-
ported. |
It is a standard norm that at
least 10% of any city area or
one acre per 20,000 popula-
tion, whichever is :
should be kept reserved as
open space in addition to an-
other 10% as deferred land for -
future needs. But at present
there s not a good park or an
open green space worth men-
tioning lelt in the area.
Moreover, the present Jail
premises are connected with
many past memories which
the people of this country re-
call with at reverence.

Sir, The Government was
pleased to give permission to
formi the Association of British
Council Scholars(ABCS) with
the aim to perpetuate links
between Britain and Bangla-
desh which may be beneficial
to the British Council (BC) and
the Scholars. And with the
hardwork of some high
dedicated persons, the
has now become a well-
established institution of more
than five hundred BC Scholars,

Mcanwhile, the ABCS is fac-
ing some problems on the way
to gearing up its educational

" and cultural activities. It may

be mentioned here that senior
government officials including
a number of Secretaries are as-
sociated with ABCS and ren-
dering their valuable serviees
toward realising the Asso-
ciation’'s . However,
from the side of the British
authority, only two persons
from the Training Wing of the
British Council have been
offering their utmosl coopera-
tion in materialising various
programmes of ABCS. But it is
a matter of regret that the
ABCS {s not getting adequate
cooperation and support from
other wings of the British
Council and concerned British
Agencics in Bangladesh, Since
we have restricted our Asso-
ciation only to Britain-Bang-
ladesh socto-cultural arena, we
cannot therefore expect any
active cooperation or support
from other international agen-
cies to run eur activities.
ABCS is proud of having the
British High Commissfoner in
Bangladesh and Director,
Brittsh Counéil, Dhaka as #s
Patrons. :
Hence, we sincerely
that all the major British au-
thorities and agencies in
Bangladesh will extend their
total support to help ABCS
survive for a long time as a
landmark of Britain-
Bangladesh Friendship.

M. Zahidud Haque
Assistant Professor



