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NEWS BRIEFS

Dacoity in city

A dacoity was committed at
a house in the Sector Number
5 of the Uuara Residential
Area in the ecarly hours of
Thursday. The dacoits number-
ing about seven armed with
automatic weapons entered
the house by breaking grille,
owner of the house said. The
dacoits tied the inmates of the
house in a room and salely de
camped with cash, electronic
goods and gold ornaments
worth about Taka 30 thousand.
They also tied the nightguard
near the house, reports BSS.

Ghali to attend,
Confce on Y'slavia

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 20
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali said today that
he would attend next week's
international conference In
tondorl on peace in former
Yugoslavia. Boutros-Ghall made
the statement just before en-
tering the Security Council
chamber where discussions
were being held on the crisis
in the Bll.-;ln region as well as
the situation In Iraqg. The
Secrelary General sald he was
saddened by the death of a
Ukranian soldier with the UN

force in Bosnia,

sniper fire in Sarajevo

~ , and offered his con-
dolences to the soldier's fam-

fly. reports AFP.

581 arrested
in Comilla

COMILLA., Aug 20: Police
arvestied 58] persons and re-
covered a sizeable number of
arms and ammunition from
different of the district
till Wednesday under the
Dpunl:hn L. Police said

arresied people including 350
absconding accused were
wanted in connection with
vartous cascs. Recovered arnis
lnl ammunition included

seven pipe guns, three ram-
daos, two kiriches, one dagger
and two rounds ul’ bullets of

-lﬁ reports UN
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Stray clashes: Govt buses damaged: Scores hurt

A day long hartal called to
protest the attempt on
Workers' Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon crippled normal
lfe Thursday in Dhaka and
other parts of the country.

The countrywide shutdown,
sponsored by 12 major opposi-
tion political parties, was
spontancous and by and large
pecaceful barring a few finci-
dents of viclence and spo-
radic clashes between police
and pickets.

The attack on the promi-
nent opposition lcader eul-
raged the nation with the gov-
ernment and the Opposition
both condemning the incident
as an attempt to undermine
the country's fledgling democ-

'I;ha: hartal sponsers — the

« By Staff Correspondent

Awami and its former
partners in the now-defunct
|5-Party Altance, blamed the
Jamaal-e-lslami, the Freedom
Party and the Jubo Command
for the attack on Menon.

In post-hartal rallies speak-
ers reiterated their demand
o outlaw the three organisa
tions.

In Dhaka, capital city of 70
lakh people, the hartal halted
traffic, shut down shops, banks
and commercial houses and
closed educational institutions.
Though government offices
stayed open attendance was
thin, witnesses said

Many commulers were seen
walking down Dhaka's traffic
[ree  streels patrolled by riot
police and helmeted BDR
lroops

Bands of pickets, shouting
various anti-government and
anti-terrorism slogans pa-
raded the streets to enforce
the hartal

In stray incidents of vio
lence police used a few
rounds of leargas and batons
lo disperse pickets mainly In
Bijaynagar, Purana Paltan,
Jatlya Press Club, Segunb.
agicha, Bangla Motor, Kawran
Hazar and Farmgate areas.

Police intervened as some
unruly pickels stoned and
damaged some government
run BRTC buses and exploded
a few fire crackers. Witnesses
said al least 20 people suffered
minor injuries

Reports filled by The Dally
Star correspondent said that
the hartal was also observed

B )

Hartal paralyses country

peacefully in Chittagon
Khuina, Rajshahi and other
Lowns.

Flight operations at the Zia
International Airport were
hampered because of the har-
tal, airport sources said.
Dhaka-Kathmandu
flight of Ba esh Biman
was suspended in the momn-

ing. the sources said adding
that two domestic fHghts to

Jessore were combined into
one while the Rajshahi and
Syedpur flights were also com-
bined

Mos! of the other flights
were also delayed, the souice
added .

Train services between
the capital and other parts of
the country were also dis-
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Police baton-charging a picket at Farm Gate during hartal hours yesterday (top) and riot police running for lheltﬂ' after

a cracker exploded near them at Paltan Square (above). — Star photo
. | Extortionists
Pakistan seals border| o,
injure two
In City

with Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: The
Pakistan government has sea
jed its border with Afghanistan
to prove its impartial role In
the on-going fighting in Kabul,
local press reporis said today,
reports Xinhua.

However, there 1s no ban on
return or arrival of Afghan
refugees though they will not
be allowed lo transport goods
by vehicles through the border.

Pakistan secretary general
ol the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Akram Zaki said t
government has decided to
restrict movement along its
border with Afghanistan to im-
pede the flow of arms into the
country.

"We are taking all precau-
Uonary measure lo stop any in-
flux of arms into Afghanistan,”
he said.

"Pakistan is trying to ensure
its total non-involvement in
the conflict,” he said. o

Zaki said that it would be
difficult to totally seal the long
border.

le sald an official declara-
tion on Lhe restriction mea-
sure would be made in parlia-
ment today.

AP adds: government troops
and dissident rebels fired ar-
tillery at each other Thursday
as a government! offensive to
oust the insurgents from the
war-batlered capital stalled.

The delense ministry
claimed its troops captured
three strategic outposts from
the renegade Hezb-e-Islami
[action soon after the offensive
began Wednesday. But govern-
ment fleld commanders said
the rebels recaptured one of
the positions overnight.

They saild government
forces pulled back after several
of their soldiers were wounded
by land mines.

Government commanders
have said the stalemate could
drag on for months and

to the interim and
Hezb-e-Islami chief, Gulbuddin
Hekmaltyar, to negotiate a
ﬂ::nmnrnl truce. The fighting
been the worst since the

various rebel factions ousted
the Communist regime in late
April after a 14-year civil war.
Since then, the factions have
been fighting amongst them-
selves. Military sources said
Hezb-e-1slami fired rockets on
ammunition depots Thursday
morning, igniting a huge fire-
ball that burmed nearby houses.
Exploding shells forced fire-
fighters away from the blaze.
The government used heavy
artillery and air strikes to Lry
to knock out the rebel rocket
launchers.
Hr.l:nmt}rnr appears bent on
power and imposing his
bmr? of radical Islamic state.
Several key installations, in-
cluding the presidential
palace, the defense ministry
and hospitals, are now within
range of his forces' weapons
from the recaptured hilltop.

The fear of another civil war
has virtually shut down Kabul,
turning Afghanistan's once
bustling city of 1.5 million into

a ghost town.

By DMCH Correspondent

Extortionists killed a youn-
gman and wounded another
two in three separate in-
cidents in the city Wednesday
night and Thursday.

A youngman, Mohammad
Shaheed, was stabbed to death
at Mohammadpur when he re-
fused to pay tolls Wednesday
night. Shaheed was 22.

Extortionists stopped Sha-
heed, a hawker, at BNP Bazar
al Mohammadpur at around
7:45 pm Wednesday and dem-
anded money. When he re-
fused, the extortionists stabb-
ed him to death and fled away.

In another incident, extor-
tionists demanded Taka 1,000
from Aynul Haq, an owner of a
meat-shop at Kalamia's Market
at Jurain. When he refused, the
extortionists stabbed him
Thursday afternoon. Aynul was

[ admitted at the DMCH.

Muggers stabbed Delwar
Hossain, 22, and looted his
gold chain, ring, wrist watch
and Taka 9,000 in cash at S K
Das Road, Oandaria, at around
1] am Thursday. He was also

| admitted at the DMCH.
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A change in the Home
Ministry leadership is ex-
pected Il'ﬂl.lh nd the middle of
next week, according to au-
thoritative sources.

Meanwhile, in a bid to rein-
vigorate the administrative
measures to improve the law
and order situation the gov-

ernment has appointed
Manzur-ul-Karim the new
Home

Karim, a seasoned bureau-
crat, with a long stint in the
Home Ministry, is planning
certain initiatives to bring the
law and order situation under
control.

Karim, when contacted,
told The Dailly Star that there
would not be major changes in
the upper echelon of the po-
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'Matin may be|
axed Monday |

BySt.nﬂ'Cmnmn

-ltrlil'lllrittm.
Authoritative sources satd
that the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP)
known as Mm’hﬂﬂ
their meeting Tuesday night

principle to ¢
ALdul Matin Chowdhury from
command nf th: Hlm:
Ministry. Communications

Minister O Ahmed, a veteran
freedom ter, is the most
likely replacement. Sources
further sald that Matin
Chowdhury had also expressed
his willingness to resign, if
asked to by the Prime
Minister.

As the kitchen cabinet does
not include all the ministers,
the Prime Minister Begum

StrPnF 12 Col B

T'-rlvr opposition political
inc rudln; the Awami

I..rquc announced a week
long programme Thursday to
protest the assassination bid
on Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon MP and
continued terrorism In the
country.

The protes! week Is 1o be
gin today, said sources

During the protest-week,
the Awami League, Lhe five-
party alllance, the Patriotic
Democratic Front (PDF), the
Jauya Samajtantrik Dal (Siraj)
and Ganotantri Party will hold
rallies, bring out processions
and carry out other pro-
grammes throughout the coun-
try. said a statement.

The decision o hold the
week- prolest programme

came al adjourncd mm
political organisat

of the

with Awami League chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament, Shetkh Hasina, in

the chair.

AL, allies announces
week-long programme

By Staff Correspondent

The meeting took place at
the official residence of the
opposition chiel at Minto Road

in the capital Thursday
evening.
Sources present al the

meeting said that the one-and
a-hall hour talks elaborately
discussed the possibility of a
long-drawn movement against
terrorism and unabated vio
lence

The political parties will
held dialogue among them-
sclves o thrash out a com
bined programme during the
weck of protest.

Thursday's meeting, the
third round since August 18,
would be lollowed by another
meeting over the week, the
sources said.

They said that a committee

“writh reprSerttitives from el
these parties present might be
lormed after the protest-week
to chalk out the combined ac-
tion programme.

See Page 12 Col 7
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In a case of faulty policy de-
cision, the Trading Corpo-
ration of Bangladesh (TCB) did
not get the supply of a large
quantity . of cement in due
time leading to a scarcity in
the market, but eventually the
failure on the part of its
foreign suppliers is likely to
fatten the TCB's purse by

Cement crisis to add
Tk 1 cr to TCB cofter

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi and Sharier Khan

more than one crore taka.

The India Exim Ltd that
won the bid in June 90 tender
to supply one lakh metric tons
of Romanian cement defaulted
in shipment due to have taken
off in May and end next
January. No Romanian firm,
however, toock part in the ten-

See Page 12 Col |
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Menon recovering
well but under
constant
observation

By Staff Correspondent

The condition of Workers
Party leader Rashed Khan

Menon, MP, s ac-
lo tm

cording
Military Hospftal [CMH) au-
thorities yesterday.

Menon was on intravenous
Mutd and remained under ob-

scrvation at the Istensive Care
Unit {ICL).

"His condition s w
and remained stable through-
out the as he talked 0 at-
tending physicians and rela-

tives.” said the on-duty medi-
cal officer (DMO) at the ICU
last night.

Earlier, a CMH health bul-
Sce Page 12 Col B

Monir, his
brother

on remand

- By Staff Correspondent

Detective Branch (DB) pe-
lice Thursday brought former
Jatiya Party MP, Alhaj Monirul
Islam Monir and his younger
brother Zahirul Islam Rumi,
general secretary of Shan-
tinagar Club, an -day
remand for further
in connection with the at-

lempt on Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon.
Detective Branch police

See Page 12 Col 7

Five-party says
it '’knows' the
assailants

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Five-party al-
liance yesterday accused the
government of protecting the
assailants of Menon by not pur-
suing a proper investigation.

Five-Party leader Hasanul
Haq Inu at a rally said, “The
government, since the murder
attempt, had not, for once,
called the Five-party leaders,
nor had it shared any idea or

| See Page 12 Col 1
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