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31 Filipino maids flee

'‘abusive’ Kuwaitis

MANILA, Aug 19 - A
d:lmm»—r
tdrned 0 the Philtppines from
Kuwait toda$ accusing their

of sexual assault and
other abuses. Reuter.

OfMicials who wmel the
women at the airport said they
inchuded one who had been
abducted and raped, and two
alleged victims of baltery
whom they described as insane
as a result of their ordeal.

The two appeared to be in a
state of shock and refused to
answer reporters gquestions.

My employers often siapped
me and their children spat on

my face, said 53 -year-old Fe-
Npa Cagutat, who said she
broke her hip when she
jumped from the second floor
af a buflding to scape from her
employers last month.

Viokete Nunez, 43, said she
fled to the Philippine embasay
in Kuwait after her employer
tried to rape her in May. He
has become increasingly vio-
lent after the failed attempt. |
had to run away. she told re
porters at Manila Airport

David Corpin, administrator
ol the Overseas Workers Wel-
fare Administration, said
Manila had hired a lawyer to
help prosecute two unident!
fied Kuwaltis who had ab-

‘We cannot give them ;m-
tection because in the frst
place, they are unregistered,”

About half a millon Fl-
ipinos, including engineers,
medical personnel. labourers
and maids, work in the Middle
East, tens of thousands more
are employed as dancers,
singers or maids in Japan and
other Asian countries.

Officials said a number of
them had no work permits and
were vulnerable to abuse by
unscrupulous recruiters and

employers. On Tuesday, a
Philippine human rights group
gave details of three cases in
which it said Filipino women

working in the Middle East
had been abused and killed

Democratic Forum
suggests forming
action body
against terrorism

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Democratic Fo-
ram su Tue the
T
cial action committee (SAC) to
combat terrorism and re-
establish rule of law in the
country.

The forum, at an emergency
meeting in the city, adopted a
six-point resolution which ca-
lled for national initiative to
improve the law and order sit-
uation for consolidating demo-
cracy, said a statement of the
forum s by its Convenor,
I Hossain.

The resolution suggested
that a s action commit-
tee be'formed to advise
and assist the Prime Minister
for eradicating terrorism Lo
ensure security ol the people
as per the provisions of
Constitution.

The resolution called for
the SAC to be constituted of
personages who enjoy the con-
fidence of all sections of peo-
ple. They are to deal with
complaints and reports from
all quarters regarding terror-
ism

The members of SAC would
also assist the Prime Minister
in monitoring and supervising
the ‘anti-terrorist programme.’

A control room operating
round the clock, would be set
up to receive reports of terror-
ist activitics and advise as to
what kind of action should be

taken as suggested by the SAC.

The meeting observed that
the Prime Minister should
immediately hold talks with
the opposition political organi-
sations and professionals grou-
ps o chalk out an effective
action programme against ter-
rorism.

The observed that
the brutal killing of Ratan Sen
and the ‘attempted assassina-
tion’ of Rashed Khan Menon
“leave no doubt as to the evil
intentions of certain forces In
our society whose aim is to
destroy democracy and un-
dermine the values of inde-

It said that the assurances
and statements of the Home
Minister “are meaningless and
aimed at covering the in-
competence of the tra-
tion.

The Democratic Forum

leaders feel that viclence has
"arquired such a dimension

that no one's e is secure.”

Dhaka, Delhi
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of this month to discuss the
waler dispute.

The Joint Secretary of the
indian Home Ministry, VS
Allawadi, will meet the acting
Home Seccretary to discuss
consular afflairs. Detained

h trawlers and fish-
ermen will figure in the talks,
offictal sources said

A Foreign Office press re-
lcase issucd yesterday said that
the talks were “part of the

annual bilateral consul-
tations established at the jevel
of foreign secretaries”

Dixit lcaves for

Sunday noon

home

Card pay phenes-

from next
month
By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka city dwellers will get
the facility to use card pay
phones from next month.

Teléphone Shilpa Sangstha
TSS) will introduce this
phone system for better tele-
phone services to the people
of the city.

Two kinds of cards will be
available — one of Taka 50 for
25 call units and the other of
Taka 200 for 100 call units,

Through this pay phone, local,

national and international
calls can be made. .

Initially ten such phones
will be installed in D City,

but in time 80 more will be set
up in Dhaka and in other ci-
tics. In the nning, a person
from the TSS will be available
al each pay phun: booth to

scrve l.he
_r u-.n will also sell

The card user will have to

insert his card in the pay

and he wil] at once see

the number of call units in the

unit of pay phone. The

user will then have to lift the

receciver and dial the calling
number.

When the caller lifts the re-
cefver, the time zone meter
will start functioning.

In case of local calls one call
unit will be deducted from the
card every six minutes.

But in case of national and

international calls, call units -

will be deducted in accordance
with time and distance.

Attempt on Menon
part of conspiracy
to destroy
democracy: JCD

By Staff Correspondent
The leaders of the Jatiy-

atabad! Chhatra Dal (JCD)
Wednesday said that “the at-

m n was a partial

destroy democracy by a certain
qu-uthuhndlmttlwcbc

MJCDIelderlmrtld-

dressing a rally held to

protest the on Menon

and the JCD Nasirud-

din Pintu in front of the Na-
thlﬂhmm.

Abul

thrrllym

Kamruzzaman

!htla. Muniruzzaman Munir,
Nazjmuddin Alam, Fazlul Haq
Milon and Kazi Aztzul Hakim.

Urging a strong social rc-
sistance against terrorism,
Bhuyan said that the govern-
ment was determined to pun-
ish those who atlacked
Menon. .

Milon said that r even
cxploited the sentiments of
the people Tuesday by spread-
ing rumours

He said ‘“people expect
unity for the development of

, but the Awami

League,

Jamaat, Freedom
Party. and Jubo Command arc

fighting each other to destroy

The JCD leaders, promising
to fight the enemies of democ-

racy also said, “No political
ideal can based upon the
killing the of people. thus the

killers will always fail to reach
their objectives.”
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The newly cumplemd section of the National Heart

Foundation at Mirpur.

— Btar photo

Heart Foundation HosEital
First phase of construction

work completed

By Staff Correspondent

The first phase of constryuc-
tion work on the National
Heart Foundations 300-bed
hospital for cardio-vascular
diseases in Mirpur has been
completed at a cost of Taka 27
lakh.

In this phase 26-bed lacili-
tics have been completed and
the hospital has already started
providing outdoor services,
informed Justice ATM Masud,
president of the foundation.

Eminent cardiologists of
the country have volunteered
their services and the hospital
will begin providing full in-
house scrvices to patients
soon, he added.

Set up on a 270 decimal
piece of land donated by the
governimment the construction
work was done primarily with
the donation from late Khan

{ Bahadur M A Khaleque and

Anh Bari Trust and a lumpsum
grant from the government.

Established in 1978. the
National Heart Foundation is a
non-profit organisation and
plans to kecp at least 50 per
cent of the hospital beds re-
served for poor patients free of
cost while the rest would be
paying beds.

Noting that the institute'of
cardiovascular discases in the
capital i{s rendering a com-
mendable service to heart pa-
tients, Justice Masud, however
said that the existing facilitics
in the country were quilte
inadequate as the number of
people sullering from heart
aflments were increasing al an

‘alarming rate’,
According to the World
Health n (WHO), he

pointed out, heart discases
were the number one killer
disease in the Western coun-
tries and third among the de-
veloping nations like

E-nrln:lclh,
He lauded recent govern-

ment steps o sel up coronary
carc units at the Inntllult. of

Post Graduate Medicine and
Rescarch and at different
medical college hospitals
around the country.

However, governmenl ef-
forts alone arc not suflicient to
mect the total requirements to
fight heart diseases in the
country, he said. "Non-gov-
ernment organisations should
also come forward to supple-
ment the government efforts.”

Justice Masud pointed oul
that it was often found that ig-
norance aboul heart discases
was responsible for the fatal
conseguences In many Cascs.
"People should be educated
about the prevention and con-
trol of heart diseases.,” he
added.

With branches in many dis-
trict towns, the foundation is
also a member of the Geneva-
based International Sociely
and Federation of Cardiology.

ne can become a mem-
ber of the foundation and all
donations arc accepted, Jus-
tice Masud said. Donations,
which are tax exempted, for
specific purposes such as
naming a hospital bed or ward
is also accepted.

He added that donations of
Taka one lakh each has already
been committed for setting up
two additional hospital beds.

Teenager slain

‘1n Jessore

MANIRAMPUR (Jessore),
Aug 19: A 10-yecar-old boy,
ing with his father,

was bru slaughtered by un-
known assailants at midnight

. at a village in Manirampur

thana, UNB.
Fuh:P:Ini:i the assailants
slit the throat of Hafizur Rah-
man. the boy. with a sharp
knife while he and his f[ather
were sleeping at the verandah
uf their home at village Ratan-

1I'F

tion political sations at a
meeting Wednesday called for
a unity of pro-Liberation foroes
against the Jamaat-e-Islami
and the Freedom Party.

They demanded that the

t combat terrorism
and | the law and order
situation in the country.

Central Coordinatin
Counctl for the Realisation
the Spirit of the Liberation War
and Resistance to the Killers
and Collaborators of 1971 or-
ganised the meeting at Banga-
bandhu Avenue in the capital
to protest the attempt on
Workers Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon. ‘

«Presided over by Council
Convenor Jahanara Imam, the
mecting was addressed by
Awami League leaders Abdur
Razzak, MP, and Molazzal Hos-
sain Chowdhury Maya. CPB
General Secretary Nurul Islam
Nahid, Krishak Sramik Sama-
jbadi Dal leader Nirmal Sen,
JSD leaders Mirza Sultan Raja
and Kazi Arel Ahmed, Workers'
Party leader Bimal Biswas,
Ganatantri Party leader Saiful
Islam, Muktijoddha Sangsad
lcaders Abdul Ahad Chowdhury
and Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Sanskritic Jote leaders Faiz
Ahmed, Badaruddin Umar and
Council leaders Syed Hasan
Imam and Sadek Ahmed Khan.

Jahanara Imam in her ad-
dress said, "the fascist forces
of the Jamaat and the Freedom
Party have begun killings.” We
have to fail their conspiracies
that are aimed at enslaving the
pcople of the country, -she
added.

Abdur Rarzak accused the
government of supporting the
killers of 1971 saying that the
government was aiding the
Jubo Command with BNP ac-
livists,

“The attack on Menon was
an attack on all the freedom
fighters of the country,” he
said adding. "It has again been
proved that the government
has failed to ensure security to
the people.”

Razzak said that Prime Min-
ister Begum Khaleda Zia was
encouraging the Jamaat and
the Freedom Party activists to
continue their activities by her
provocative !ptﬁ'.‘htﬂ in and
uulaid-t

ey (BNP) hav: cheated
the pcupln: . the government
ol Begum Zia is a cheat,” he
said.

The Awami League leader
called upon the ple to
make today's (Thursday) hartal
a SUCCEss.

Nirmal Sen demanded that
the government ban the poli-

tics of the Jamaat and the
Freedom Party.

He accused the Jamaat-e-ls-
lami Secretary General Matiur
Rahman Nizami of directing
the Jubo Command activists to
kill the progressive leaders
and activists,

Sen demanded that the
government publish the in-
quiry report on the attack on
the Jatiya Press Club,

Nurul Islam Nahid said that

F

US-led allies draw up de ad]]ne
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France and the United States,
described by diplomatic
sources on Tuesday, comes as
tensions rise over difficulties
Irag has given UN weapons
inspectors and reports of a
stepped-up Iraq campaign
against the Shi'ite rebels.

A series of attacks on West-
erners working in the sale
haven established for ethnic
Kurds in northern Iraq, in-
cluding the wounding of a UN
guard this week, has also an-
gered the nll‘h::

Citing reports of napalm
attacks, Prime Minister John
Major of Britain on Tuesday
accused Saddam of “systematic
murder”.

He said he supports setling
up a safe haven such as the one
established for the Kurds in
northern Iraq by the nations
that d:linlwd Saddam’'s forcey

last year ip the war over the
Iragl president’s seizure of
Kuwait. |

*We will instruct the Iraqis
not to fly in that area, Major
sald in London. “They will be
attacked if they fly in the area
that is prescribed.”

Pro-Saddam forces crushed
Kurd and Shi'ite uprisings
immediately afier the war.

In an editorial Wednesday
in a Baghdad newspaper, Sad-
dam's press secrctary accused
President Bush of secking to
deflect attention from the
mm!r crisis” at home and

ted he seek psychiatric
hl:

“Bush imagines the exis-
tence of a very dangerous situ-
ation and assumes the exis-
tence of a crashing battle going
on,” Abdul Jahber Mohssen
wrote in the .wernmem datly

Al-Jumhouriya. "He crcalcs
between Iraq and the UN inci-
dents and disputes which In
reality do not exist.” .

A UN source, speaking on
condition of anonymity.a the
ultimatum could be delivered
to al-Anbari or by American
commanders meeting with
Iraqi commanders in Zakho,
northern Iraq.

The source said scores of
US planes based in Saudi Ara-
bia would enforce a salely
zone for the Shi'ites in south-
ern Iraq. The United States
also has about 90 warplanes
aboard the USS Independence
in the Persian Gull

Iin London, a government
official said Britain would con-
tribute six aircraft to the al-
lied force that would patrol
southern Iraqi skies.

The prohibition would de-

e

.,‘“ b.‘

'\
1'1..

oil conspiracies of
fascist forces'

Leaders of different opposi-

out their plots.
Mirza Sultan Raja said that
the nt would

People rose to their feet
when Muktijoddha Sangsad
leader Abdul Ahad Chowdhury
went to the rostrum to address
the meeting.

They demanded Ahad's re-
moval from the rostrum alleg-
ing his connection with the

ruling party.

capital. Several vehicles were
brickbatted by the marchers
after they were obstructed by
the police.

The Central Coordinating
Council for Realisation of the
Spirit of the Liberation War
and Resistance to the Killers
and Collaborators of 1971 will
lay sicge to the DC office Au-

gust 23, organisers said.

JU Dean, Senate

polls results

By JU Correspondent

SAVAR, Aug 19: Professors
Ataur Rahman Khan, Mirza
Mozammel Haque and Amir
Hossain Khan have been
clected deans of three faculties

in the Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity yesterday.

According to JU Election
Commission sources, Dr Ataur
Rahman of the History De-
partment, Professor Mirza
Mozammel Haque of Economic
Department and Professor
Amir Hossain Khan of the
Physics nt have been
elected deans of the Arts, So-
cial Science and Science fac-

ulties respectively.

The election was contested
by nominees from two panels,
one backed by Vice Chancellor
Kaz{ Saleh Ahmed and the
other supported by his oppo-
nents.,

Apart from winning the
posts of deans of the Arts and
Social Science [aculties, the
VC-backed panel won six posis
in the Senate. The Panel op-
posing the VC bagged 27 posts
of teachers’ representatives

to the Senate other than that
uf the Science Faculty Dean.

prive q of control ol the
skics over abuut half its terri-

tory.
The United States and its
allics last year prohibited Ir

from using fixed -wing aircraft
against the Kurds in northern
Iraq, where the Kurds have
established their own gov-
ernment.

UN Security Council reso-
lution that ended the Gulf
War also demand that Iraq
end repression of ethnic

At:‘.rut 200,000 Shi'ite
rebels are living In nearly inac-
cessible marshes in southern
Iraq. and Baghdad has been
attacking the region for the

t year. About 55 per cent of
rag's 17.5 million people be-
long to the Shia branch of [s-
lam. Saddam and his ruling
eircle are Sunni Mus ims.
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HOUSTON,

Bush formally nominated

for second term

19 : nominated
M:‘lmm-ywm
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ierm as
the cam-

paign for America's November 3 general election. The

was sending Bush into the autumn
its national convention by his wife

with speeches at
No. | fan, Barbara

Bush, and by Mrs. Marflyn Quayle, wife of vice presidential
running mate Dan Quayle, reports AP.

Floods, landslide claim
111 in China

BEILJING, Aug

19 : Floods and landslides in two of China's
poorest provinces have killed at least 111

and left 10

missing, while thousands of others were left homeless, official
reporis today said. Terremtial rains pounded drought-hit

Shaanxi and Gansu

. northern China, from B

to 13. touching ofl massive landslides and flooding, re-

ports said, reports AFP.

Tragic!
A student of Ahmed Bawani
High School drowned in river

Buriganga while playing with
friends Wednesday afiernoon,

reports UNB.

Mohsin Hossain (16), a stu-
dent of class , was rushed to
the Mitford Medical College
Hospital but doctors on duty
declared him dead.

Police said Mohsin was

ushed into the river

one of his friends.
the hospital soon alter the
news of Mohsin's death.

Mohsin was the only sur
vivor among his seven brothers
born. lamily sources said.

2 killed, 50 hurt
in road mishaps

SAVAR, Aug 19 A BRTC
bus skidded off the Dhaka
Aricha highway and plun
into a roadside ditch |
killing two persons and h1_|ur
ing 30, reports UNB.

Only hours later, another
accident on the same road left
20 injured, police and wit-
nesses sadd.

The first accident occurred
at about 6 am when the Dhaka-
bound state-run bus from
Khulna tumbled into a brim-
ming ditch near the Dhamrai
thana road after its driver had
lost eontrol, the sources said.

Press Note
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Camp at Ukhia expressed their
desire to return home volun-
tarily, another group, unwilling
to return, resisted the former.
Some unruly refugees, reluc-

tant to return, became furious
when the officer in charge ol
the camp was holding discus-
sion to avert clashes between
the two groups.

At one stage, the trou-
bleshooters became organised
and fell on the refugee camp
with sticks and sharp weapons.
They turned more viclent and
tried to snatch away arms from
the police and the ansars and
sct ablaze the camp. The po-
lice had to lathicharge to bring
the situation under control and
resist their unruly activitics. As
the unruly refugees did not re-
frain from their harmful activi-
ties despite repeated warning
of the o in c of the
camp, the police were com-
pelled to open fire in self-de-
fence and to bring the situa-
tion under control as well as 1o
safeguard the government
properties and also lives and
propertics of the refugees.
Three refugees were killed
and three others injured.

The officer in charge of the
camp received head injury and
three ansars and one police
were seriously injured in the
armed attack of the unruly
refugees.

The police arrested five
persons for their involvement
in the terrorist activitics,

Hartal

From Page 1 Col 5
dentified gunmen Monday
evening and is now under
treatment at the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH).

The hartal call was given at
an public meeting of the op-
position parties Tuesday in
front of GPO.

Several hundred supporters
of Thursday's hartal brought
out a torch procession in the
city on Wednesday evening
which paraded main streets.

Witnesses said that part of
the procession turned violent
near the Purana Paltan areas
and damaged several vehicles,

The leaders in the proces-
sion brought the situation
under control.

Sponsors of the hartal said

that the emerge services
including ambulance, fire
service vehicles and newspa-

per transports will be ex-
cepted from the hartal and

urged the party workers not to

indulge in violent activities.
The parties and organisa-
tions that have lent support to
the hartal are: The Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB),
Jattya Samajtantrik Dal (Aref-
Inu), Democratic League,
Bangladesher Samajbadi Dal,

Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal
(Khaleq), Ban esh Janata
Dal, Chhatra Fede-
ration, trik Sramik
Front, Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front, and A-:»Mﬂh RRoad
Transport Workers' Féde-
ration.

Jamaat urges
govt to deal
troublemakers

with 1iron hand

Jamaat-e-Islami has urged "’
the ment to deal with
fron with those engaged
in provoking terrorism and
dlu;:zﬂn; peace and security
of and property, rcports

The government must
out its boldly,
said a resolution adopted In
the party working commitiee
meeting

The resolution said an
identified guarter is engaged
in heinous conspiracy 10 use
as political weapon the attack
on the ltfe of Workers' Party
lecader Rashed Khan Menon.

thus want to fish In trou-
bi water, It said in an
obligue reference to Awami
League,

Awarmd Loaguc and s allies
have blamed Janual-Shibir lor
the attack on Menon and pub-
licly called jor finding out and
listing Jamaat-Shibir elements
for elimination.

The Jamaat mecting a
hended that the attac
Menon was part of a
“blueprint given by their alien
master to destabllise
Bangladesh.”

Menon improving
From Page 1 Col 5

Earlier, newsmen,
the CMH Chiel Surgeon
Bri ler Sardar Ameer Ali

that the ‘critical time s
over for Menon.

"His condition is better and
is improving,” he added while
noting that Menon was being
kept under round-the-clock
observation at the ICU.

Brigadier Ali, however,
noted: "Seven days is the
maximum time before we can
say that he is out of danger.”

The Workers Party Secre-
tary General and Convenor of
the Five-party Alliance, Menon,
was admitted to CMH on
August 17 after sus
gunshot wounds in his chest
and abdomen. Unidentified
gunmen opened fire at him in
fmnt of Wrﬁ office at

Thc parliamentarian from a
Pirojpur constituency was re-
ported to have answered the
queries of physicians and also
talked to family members dur-
ing the day.
* Meanwhile, close family
members continued to keep a
vigil at the hospital. Ministers,
officials, [riends, admirers,
relatives and political associ-
ales of Menon camc to the
hospital to inquired about his
health,

AL, allies

From Page 1 Col 7

Ganatantrik Biplobi Jote,
which attended the first day
meeting on Tuesday, did not
attend the meeting on
Wednesday. The Jote was crit-
icised for distributing a leaflet
branding AL, BNP, Jamaat,
Freedom Party and Jatiya Party
as representing the same class.
The Oikkiya Prakria represen-
tatives were also absent from
the meeting Wednesday.

The source said that the AL
insisted on using the phrase
“movement against the killers -
of ‘71 and '75" but a number of

ies had reservations on the
terminology.

The leaders present at the
meeting were Abduu Samad
Azad, Sajeda Chowdhury’ Ma-
tiya Chowdhury, Abdul Ma-
nnan, Abdur Razzak, Tofael
Ahmed and Amir Hossain Amu
of AL, Saifuddin Ahmed Manik
and Nurul Islam Nahid of the
Communist Party of
desh, Pankaj Bhattacharya nni
Nirmal Biswas of National
Awami Party (NAP), Alhaj
Abdus Samad and Halez
Mohammad Danial eof Gana
Azadi League, Dilip Barua of
Shammiyabadi Dal, Suranjit
Sengupta and Aminul Islam
Badsha of Gantantri Party, Kazi
Aref Ahmed of i'J!D "[‘I]l:i.
Khalequzzaman of BSD

que), Moinuddin Khan Badal
nl‘ BSD (Mahbub), Haider Akbar
Khan Rono and Bimal Biswas of
Workers Party, Nirmal Sen of
Sramik Krishak Dal

Samajbadi
and Shajahan Siraj of JSD
(Shasahan).



