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Premier League : Yes, but when ?

On a day marked
+ by almost Incoss-
anl spuming ol

[ JN vuassurs over the

\\ .‘ condition of a
critically woun-
ded opposition keader that In a
sinister lladsen with that
naughty imp called fate almost
beggared the country's
ribes, the Hangladesh
Footbhall Federation (HFF) made
a belated announceinment last
night that hardly served any
purposc for the rather
bewildercd news hunters.
Better a bit than nothing.
After a deliberation of more
than twe howrs the cxeculive
commitiee of the BFF agreed
in principle te Introduce a
Premier Division football
keague. A feeling of deja vu on
the part of some readers fis
understandable because the
concepl of a Premier League
has by this time become a
twice-told tale. The upshot of
yesterday's mecting 1s that a

Sports Reporter
new tale I the offing; a1 football league. The top twe
least one htp one's fin clubs, who did net thetr

gers rrollld ih the hope of a
new tale, no matter how late
or when it Is H

For the BFF it was like the
proverbial hirth of a mole off a
mountain in the grip of an ex
cruciating labour pain for a
long time. A © in the
format of the Senior Division

football in the back
drop of an number ol
pre-arranged on fixed matches
and the imbalance in

strength among the clubs has
been In the air for quite some
time. A sudden gust for semi-
mwmmmp
dering embers of contempla-
jon o the point of glowing
and the BFF called for an ‘all-
party’ palaver o find a way out.
Most clubs agreed to the idea
of a Premier ., proposed
to be formed the ten top
clubs. with the rest ten
in another , also under
the banner nl'a-mhr Division

L

Rani runner-u
in British chess

International Woman Mas-
ter Rani Hamid of Bun.g!ndt::h
finished runners- up

Brittlh chess chn'lz
in Plymeuth
rrpurtl UNB.

Rani secured five peints
with two wins, six draws and
one loss to Anish second in the
women's group of the just-
concluded championship, ac-
cording to a message received
in Tuesday.

Rani Hamid, who clinched
the British women's chess title
on three previous occasions in
1983, 1985 and 1989, had led
the points table until the
cighth round.

Woman Grandmaster Susan
Arkel of England emerged
champion with six points. He-
h;tn Miligan of Scotland placed
third.

In the
Grandmaster Julian, also from
Favhind, lifted he title col-
lketing 10 potnis whilc Masten
linished runners up.

Intikhab’s tip
for TCCB

men's gdroup,

Gurusinha, Ranatunga put
Lanka in driving seat

COLOMBO, Aug
18: Asanka Gurus-
inha and Arjuna
ety e
th wicket partn

crship ol 128 as Shri LI.I'IHI.

took control of the (first
cricket Test against Australia

By the end of the second
day Shri Lanka replyl
Australia's 256 all out,
made 265 for three wickets
— well placed to establish an
im lead and set Australia
the task of on a
pitch which is already encour-
aging spin.

Gurusinha, playing the an-
chor role lﬂ:rpﬂ'lc ciriy dis-
missal of opener Chandika
Hathurusinghe in the moming

i «

. soosion, scored an unbeaten 87
i 21

iinutes with 13 fours.
When he reached 43, he
became only the seventh Shri
Lanka batsman to pass |,000
runs in Test cricket.
Ranatunga was the more en-
terprising batsman in his un-

' beaten knock of 69. He was se-
/LONDON, Aug 18: Pakistan |

vere on young leg spinner
Shane Wamne, him for

team. managee intikhab. M § 20 runs 4n three ‘o¥ers ‘which

urged the Test and Ceuniy
Cricket Board to make more
changes 1o the English game if
they want England to become
a Tesl force again, reports AFP.

The TCCB have voled o
turn the County Championship,
currently a mixture of both
three day and four-day mat-
ches, into a four-day com-

But Alam, who guided
Pakistan 1o a 2-1 victory in
the Tesl series and nine wins
out of 12 against thE countics,

belicves they have notl gone far |

enough.

The Pakistan boss, who
played a decade of counly
cricket with Surrey, said:
“There is clearly too much

cricket played by the counties

and it is not quantity, but qual-
ity cricket that need o

produce top playcrs.”

“But the worst thing about
the first class game here is the
over restriction for bonus
points — the 100-over rule in

first innings. You don’t prepare

cricketers that way." “There
is. for instance, oo much

ressure on middle-order -

tsmen and il is also not
something which promotes
spinners or attacking bowl-

ing.”

*You need four-day

matches, which of course are |

coming in next scason, but
without over resirictions.

players will come :.hroqh

Ramprakash
reprimanded
yet again

LONDON, Aug 18: England
Test batsman Mark Ram-
prakash was disciplined on
Tuesday for the second time
this scason as Middlesex
dropped him from their side
playing Hampshire, reports
Reuter.

Ramprakash was repri-
manded and find about 1,300
US dollar for shouting abuse al
Cambridge University’s Marcus
Wight in April. He also ex-
changed some heated words
on the ficld with acting captain
John

has been demoted to the scc-
ond team playing Hampshire at
Southampion.

Middlesex sccretdry Joe
Hardstall said: “All | can say al
the moment is he has been left

out as an internal disciplinary |
rnll‘.h:rlrhthrlll be reviewed |

~ Shri

. England, reports
| 44 in the first

The |

next thing Is to ﬁc good |
pitches, because  then :
third and final day.

Emburey.
After the latest incident, he |

included three sixes. He also
hit six fours In his innings
which, like Gurusinha's, was
chanceless.

Ranatunga opened his ac-
count with a smarting square
cut bou . His 50 came in

. 69 balls with 4 fours and 3

sixes: off, cover and

to long

~ squarc leg. all off Shane

petition only from next season. | warne.

Gurusinha and Ranatunga
already hold the record for
Lanka's fourth wicket
pnrtntrship — an unbeaten

azlnu Pakistan in 1986.
they game together,
Roshan Mahanama held cen-
tre-stage as Shri Lanka consol-
idated on the good work of
their bowlers on the first day.

Resuming lt nine without

representatives 1o the meeting
al first have apparently joined
the bandwagon and the rather
(limsy outline:s ol a Premier
League began Lo become in
creasingly visible
Yesterdav's dress rehearsal
for new system, however,
to periect the timing
Leaguce will be intro-
duced ainght. but when — BFF
officials knew not. at least till
ten o'clock last night
Inter-club transiers for the
players within the vicinity eof
the metropelis will have to be
ted in filteen days time
rom December | o 15
Booters elsewhere in the
country will have to make up
their minds as regards retain-
ing or renouncing their alle-
glances from December 16 to
31. The Senior Division foot-
ball league will commence
from January 1. most hope-
fuliy and be thruugh w!th by

tnﬂk-mpnﬂﬂlhhlmnth
with recomppendations for the
improvement of football in the

injury received in a maich
ll-ll tnr.-nth tn Narayanganj.

loss, Shri Lanka rcached 36
before Mark Waugh broke
through for Australia in the

GURL"#]‘\H A .
runs
17th eover, having Hathur-
usinghe caught at sccond slip
by Mark Taylor.

Gurusinha and Mahanama
added 92 for the second
wicket seeing Shri Lanka to
128 before Waugh, in his sec-
ond spell, broke through again,
inducing Mahanama to edge a
ball which wicket-keeper
Healy held on to as he dived
low to his right.

Mahanama scored 78 in
212 minutes — his third fifty
in 12 Tests — and Australia
had another quick success be-
fore tea when ofl-spinner Greg
Malthews trapped Aravinda de

Silva leg before for six.
Mahanama, who opened the

Shri Lankan innings missed
his maiden century when he

caught behind by lan Healy
:ﬁauarh Waugh a little after
hanch.

Before his dismissal, Ma-
hanama had despatched

lﬂﬁu Te;t

- aries. But he half-ja

Waugh's previous two balls to
the cover and point bound-
bbed a
quicker Lhird ball to give a low,
one-handed catch to Healy in
the first slip.

Mahanama, a 25-year-old
public relations officer, made
his Test debut in 1986. He has
played 11 Tests but is yet to
get a century despile consis-
tent batting, which deserts
him in the 70's and 80s. His
highest is 85 Australia.

llowever that was to be
Ausiralia’s only joy, with the fi-
nal session dominated by the
Gurusinha-Ranatunga pariner-
ship.

llaf the Australian spinners,
Warne was hit for 55 runs off
just 10 overs, while Matthews,
wha bowled with better con-
trol, conceded the same num-

be » in 21 overs,
rﬂ:“ug:v pitch and stable

weather condition provided no
help to Australia’s main strike
bowlers Mcl)ermolt and Whit-
ney.

. Waugh's gentle outswingers
made a small dent. °

Scorcboard on the second

day of the first Test between -

Shri Lanka and Australia in
Colombo on

AUSTRALIA F‘Inl Innings
256 all out .

Shri Lanka: First innings
Mahanama c Healy b Waugh 78
Hathurusinghe c¢ Taylor b

. g —

RS

= —

-

Waugh 18 ;
Gurusinga batting 78
De Silva |bw b Matthews 6
Ranatunga bsttlng 69
Extras: (2 leg byes, 5 noballs) 7

Total (for 3 wickets) 265
Fall of wickets: 1-36; 2-128:
3-137

McDermott 21 5 51 O
Whitney 19 6 44 O
Moody 12 3 27 O
Waugh 11 3 31 2
Wame 10 2 6 O
Matthews 21 5 55 l

BRISTOL, Engla-
nd, Aug 18: Pak:
istan’'s frresistible

ram
Gloucestershire
lo complete his tour-best
match haul of 11-76 on Mon-
day, then said his team would
win the one-day series against
Reuter.
Akram followed his five for
by cap-
turing six for 32 as Glo-
ucestershire, facing the im-
probable task of making 419
to win, crumbled to 126 all out
and lost by 292 runs on the

Pakistan now travel to
Nottingham to resume the
five -match limited overs scries
at Trent Bridge on Thursday
with England 2-0 up after vic-
tories at Lord's and the Oval in

thrlm tlld.hL have no
doubt that 1 win the
lone-day) series 3-2.

“At the start of the scason
we had been off for a month
following the World Cup and
the were not really Into
gear for the first two games.”

"But we are really conlident
now after winning the Test sc
ries (2-1) and | think we can
take all three remaihing one-
day matches.”

Pakistan declared at their
overnight 184 for four — 418
ahcad — and Gloucestershire
collapsed from 66 for two lo
126 all out with paceman
Aaquib Javed (two for 49) and
lkeg-spinner Mushtagq Ahmed

(two for 17 ] supporting
Akram.

Tourning team manager
intikhab said: “This is

onec of the best sides Pakistan

have ever had, and ﬂrtlrnly
the best hﬂ'lln‘lﬂl:

‘Wasim had been
cent on this trip. He nlﬂm
a great bowler but a great team

man. Look how he's

mnlnlmhw

There are some fast bowlers

Tour-best haul for Akram

who would haw: been wanting
to take it easy.”

Akram added: “"We had not
played for nearly a week since

the Ninal Test and | wanted to
work on my rhythm and make

sure | was nol overslepping
with no-balls before the (one-
day) series.”

SCOREBOARD

Scorecboard on the final day
of the three-day cricket match
between Gloucestershire and
Pakistan on Monday.

PAKISTAN: First innings
357 for eight declared. (Ram-
ecz Raja 135, Shoaib Moha-
mmad 66, Inzamamul Haq 65,
R Williams three for 44)

GLOUCESTERSHIRE: First
innings 123 (Aaqib Javed five
for 34, Wasim Akram five for
44 )

PAKISTAN: Second innings
(overnight 184 for four)
Aamir Sohail c and b Smith 30
El'ma!h Mohammad c¢

leyne b Babington 14
lt—u A.hmcd ¢ Russell
Vaughan 31
ln:amnrnul Hag not out 54
Rashid Latif c Alleyne
b Davies 42
Naved Anjum not out 6 1.
Extras (Ib-5, nb-2) - ;4

Tolal (for four wickets, de-

clared) 184
Fall of wickets : 1-31, 2-77,
3-78, 4-163
Bowling : O M R W
Rabington 10 1 50 |1
lliams 11 0 47 O
Smith 7 0 33 1
Vaughan 6 1 286 1
Davies 5 1 24 1
GLOUCESTERSHIRE: Scco-
nd innings
Alleyne ¢ Latil b Mushtaq 27
Wright Ibw b Aagib 13

Dawson ¢ Latif b Akram

Haneock ¢ ljaz b Akram

Williams ¢ Latif b Akram 0
Hodgson Ibw b Akram 3
Smith b Akram 4
Davies ¢ Latil b Mushtaq 3
Babington not out 4
Extras : (Ib-5) 3
Total 126

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-27;
3-66; 4-80; 5-80; B—Hl 7-105'

8-115; 9-118
Bowling : OM R W
Akram 24 12 32 6
Aaqgib 13 5 49 2
Anjum 8 4 23 0
Mushtaq 16.1 8 17 2
Shoatb _ 1 1 0 O
Result : Pakistan won by
202 runs.
Soccer results

MEDELLING, Colombia, Aug
18: U beat Chile 1-Oin a
Group A match of the South
American under-20 soccer
championship while Ecuador

aguay drew 1-1 in &
u.uupn._ﬁmm. re-
poris Reuter.
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A member of the Italitn peace marathon group burns a symbolic flame for peace on the Red
Square after his arrival in Moscow late 16 August. More than 250 athletes took part in the
marathon between Italy and Russia to express solidarity with the peace movement in the

world:

NAPLES. ltaly.
Aug 18: Napoli
were still waiting
io hear il Diego
Maradona was pr-

- «pared o accept
| their torius for a return 1o
Italian soccer *after reports in
Spanish newspapers on Tues-
day that he was about to sign
for Sevilla, reports Reuter.

The former Argentine cap-
tain was due to return to his
Italian club Napoli after finish-
ing a 15-month ban from
world soccer imposed after he
tested positive for cocaine.

But he is involved in a dis-
pute over his contract with
Napoli and the vice-chairman
of the Spanish club Sevilla said
in a newspaper interview he
was confident Maradona would
be joining them soon.

"He could join this club if

the ncgotiations are finalised
within 48 hours.” Josc Alvarez
told the Spanish daily El Paris.
"The Argentine will be ours.”

Maradona last week oflered
to return from Buenos Aires to
honour his contract with
Napoli which runs until June
30, 1993.

But the offer was accompa-
nied by a string of conditiens
with Maradona reportedly de-
manding 9 million dollars to
play the coming season and
asking Napoli to write off a 6.3
million advance they have al-

paid him.

"Napoli rcpeats that it is
prepared to discuss the condi-
tions relating to the player's
welfare but will not negotiate
on the financial aspects of the
contract,” Napoli's spokesman
Luigi Amati said on Tuesday.

The 31-year-old World Cup

-wAl"'Pphntn

Napoli await Maradona's reply

star, who inspired Napoli 1o
the ltalian title twice in his
scven years with the club, has
told the Argentine medja he
will not return to the club on
Ferlaino's terms., _

His manager Marcos
Franchi is now expected to ask
the International Football
Federation(FIFA) to declare
Maradona's contract invalid
and allow him to seek another
team.

Sevilla are reported to be
willing to sign Maradona for
300 million pesetas (3 million)
for two scasons and lo pay a
transfer fee of 1.5 billion pese-
tas (15 million) which would
be met by a group of sponsors.

The southern Spanish club
are managed by Carlos Bilardo,
who took Argentina to World
Cup viclory in Hf:.l!m in 1986
with

uch, Childs enhance Essex's prospect 5

LLONDON, Aug 18:
Match-winning
spin bowling on a
helpful pitch by
Peter Such and
John Childs enh-
anced Essex's prospects of
retaining the English county
cricket nship on Mon-
day, reports Reuter.

pinner Such and leftarm
spinner Childs took all 10 sec-
ond innings wickets between
them as champions and lead-
ers Essex beat Notinghamshire
by an innings and 37 runs on
the third and final day at
Colchester.

Notts, needing 167 to avoid
an innings defeat, succumbed
for 130 with 8.1 overs left,
Such snapping up six for 39

nst his former county and
Childs taking four for 59.

Such said: "We thought we
were in with a chance because
the pitch was always doing just
enough to help us, It's a

tremendous win and one
brought about by magnificent
closc-10-the-wicket catching.
England paceman Derek
Pringle (48) and Jonathan
Lewis (53 not out) made a sig-
nificant contribution by nddi:g
96 in 18 overs which enab
captain Graham Gooch to de-
clare his side’'s first innings on
416 for six just before lunch.
Esscx arc:32 points ahead
of Leicestershire, who took
sccond place after beating
Surrcy by 72 runs, and 37
points clear of Northamp-
tonshire, whose ]0-wicket
trouncing of Hampshire lified

.} them into third spot.

Letcestershire snatched vie-
tory with three balls o sparc
at the Oval where Laurie
Potter's leftarm spin claimed
four for 73 as Surey, chasing
266 to win, were dismissed for
193,

Northants' leftarm’ paccnﬂn
Paul Taylor captured a career
best seven for 23, including
four wickets in an over, to rout
IHampshire at Bournemouth.

Hampshire, 78 behind on
first innings, were dismisscd
for 100 and Northants cased
home at 23 without loss,
though it was not the smoot-
hest of days for their West
Indian fast bowler Curtley
Ambrose. He suflfered a 13 ball
over, 1nr:luding seven no-balls.

. e

Pernfors,

Middlesex comlfortably rea
ched a target of 231 in 95
minutes and 20 overs at
Uxbridge to beat Yorkshire by
six wickets with five balls to
spare.

Mark Ramprakash, dis-
carded by Engiand for the last
three one-day gﬂ.mcl t
Pakistan, lesex

home with 94 al'ter India's
Sachin Tendulkar hit an un-

beaten 77 in his adopted
county’s 194 I'nr four declared,

Pernfors’ comeback campaign

INDIANAPOLIS,
Indiana, Aug |8
'he comeback of
Mikacl Pernlors
got~ a boost on
Monday when the
former lop 20 player beat
Amcrican Richey Rtnrbt.-rg 3-
3, 6-4, 6-4 in the first round of
the 1| million dollar RCA Cham-
pionships, reports Reuter.
Pernfors was among the
world's top in 1986 af-
ter reaching the French Open
final but is now no 279 in the

world and only gained a spot
in this weeklong tournament
through the q ng tourna-
ment.

“I don't think about ft (the
French Open) that much,” said
20. "It was a tour-
nament where | just couldn't
miss a tennis ball.”

Since, however, Pernlors
has struggled through a series
of leg injuries and tions.
The most redent was Achilles
tendon surgery two years a

The injuties have t n
away much of the Swede’s de-
sire o play

“Since the (Achilles) sur-
gery, whenever, I've played
tennis I'm angry at mysell
l‘mm the first point,” Pernfors

"I have problems  getting
motivated, 1 have problems
getting into challengers (lower
licr tournaments) because of
my ranking and then | have
problems playing places wh-
cre there's only two  people
beside a barn watching.”

Pernfors’ victory over the
65th ranked Rencberg coupled
with the upsets of 12th- leedel:l
Olivier Delaitre of France and
l14th-seed Christian Bergstrom
of Sweden punctuated the
opening day of the hard court
tournament as the cight
sccds topped by world no |
Jim Courfer and last week's
winncr at the ATP Cham-
pionships Pele Sampras all
reecived first round byes.

Eubank fined

LONDON, Aug 18: British
boxer Chris Eubank was fined
250 pounds (480 dollar] on
Monday for driving without
due care and attention in an
accident in which 4 man was
killed, reports Reuler.

Eubank, who had dented
the charge against him, was

also ordered teo 1,480
pounds ( 2,800 llah court

Osls.

|

sccond day since its co-
mmencement yesterday due to
the lack of adequate security
measure al the venues around
the city.

Dhaka Metropelitan Police
vould not detail enough of
their men for the football
grounds in the wake of the law
and erder situation in the city
forl the assassination at-
Lcmpl on Rashed Khan Menon,

opposition leader and
mtni- of parliament.
all three matches
of the Group B of the 18-tcam
meet could not be held, today's
fixture will remain unchanged.
Ac . Nabarun Sangsad
will meet M Tarun Sangha
Al the Outer Stadtum at 3 pm
while East End Boys Club will
take on Dilkusha SC at the
same vernue at 4:30 .

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
Mutropolis Football Association
[IIMFA} In a press release in-
viled each zonal aut of
|he Pioneer Football 1991 to
scnd the list of 50 promising
players to DMFA for a coac
<tint by August 25. DMFA
sunch a coaching programme
soon to hone the skills of the
young lootballers.

Walk-over mars
youth hockey

Comilla DSA got a walkover
against Sylhet DSA in the 12th
national youth hockey
onship when the latter
o turn up for thetr match
yeslerday, re s UNB.

Comilla will now [age
"mrnylnrnj in the Group A
quarter-final today at the
| beme Stadium.

According to the bye-laws of
the tournament Sylthet DSA
will also be fined Tk 5000 for

lhrlrg; - participation.

cer result

Kashmitola Shaheen Smritd
Sangsad moved into the semi-
finals of the third Shah Sports
Cup football competition de-
feating Mora Boys Club by 2-1
goals at the Hazaribagh ground

in the city yesterday, reports
UNB.

Shahid neited both the

' goals for the winners while

mmmwmnﬂ’!

Al]ahma soccer

Sports Reporter
Sylhet Power

Noard beat |Phaka D-hhin-
Dcgree College 2-1 in the

opening match of the second

leg of the Mustafa Allahma

Gold Cup football tournament
played at the Dhaka Dakshin
School Stadium in Golapganj
yeslerday, said a press release.

Sylhet PDB went ahead
through a l4th-minute goal by
Amy but a suicidal goal by
Sagar in the 24th minute lev-
elled the score. The first hall
score remained 1-1.

Kamrul netted the match-
winner in the 36th minute of
the second half.

- Ctg soccer

CHITTAGONG, Aug 18: Ba-
kolia Ekadosh beat Jalalabad
Krira Sanghasta 2-1 in the
opening match of the Chat-
tagram Jila Krira Parishad
(CJKP) Second Division [oot-
ball league at the Chittagong
Sta-:lium yesterday afternoon,

ports BSS.

Vlalll fails to
charm eager
Ja apanese crowd

Aug 17: Cost
Juventus striker Glnnhml v
barely touched the ball and was
pulled off in the second half of
a 1-1 draw against Japan on
Monday, reports Reuter.

The match was the Italian
club’'s seeond friendly against
the host nation in four days
and was again inconclusive.
The previous encounter in
Kobe on Friday ended 2-2.

Then, German Andreas
Moller saved Juventus with a
last minute header. On
Monday, roared on by 62,000
[ans, Japan's captain
ihara dicl:lml:ll-"hcwhc ofl a corner.

Midfielder Roberto Baggio,
the world's most expensive
player, put Juventus ahead in
the 15th minute from the
penalty spot after Paolo di
Canio had been brought down

Much was expected of
Vialli, the world's second most
expensive player, who was
transferred from Sampdoria in
the close season for a rtpm'td :
25 million dollar.

But he disappointed -nd
Juventus coach Giovanni
Trapattoni said the striker was
not on top form at the mo-

m"ﬂ'ﬁ‘pamst coach, Dutchman
Hlans Ooft, praised his side.
‘Every foreign team is a chal-
lenge for us. To reach a higher
level, we have to play better
teams,” he said.

Juventus finished second in
the Italian league last season,
behind champtions AC Milan
who were unbeaten.

Japan hope to qualify for
the 1994 World Cup finals and
then host them in 2002. Next
May, Japan will start their first
professional soccer league with
10 teams..featuring England’s
Gary Lineker and Brazil's Zico.



