Non-Formal Education: Process
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way. Educ
not necessarily be through

formal schooling it can also be
in a non-formal sct-
. W recently
tion has an-
nounced the start of non-for-
mal education nearly in sixty-
nine schools In Bangladesh
with support [rom
UNICEF.

;

ized and systematic lke
education.

- It 1s used to be delivered
outside the organized school
system that means it has to be
tmparted after school hours or
in another sectling.

Non-formal education
meets shot-term learning
needs of individuals and com-
munities, it emphasizes thc
learning of specific knowledge
and skills and help inculcate
specific, attitudes that bring
immediate functional be-

towards Integration

by Farida Akhtar

formal education is expected
o the basis for an in-

uals’ whole Mature life.
Therefore, it Is general in na-
hare.
Formagl education |is

Enchuir-urlnnled wh non
rmal eduéation is lt-rner-
oriented. The basic aims of
both types ol education are the

same, their approach is quite
different. the non-formal ap-

The aim of non-formal edu-
cation is to increcase produc-

Gards of adults and of out-of-

Toe retrain adults for the

rhsmrezmmu of jobs
and life.

To Evvﬁr Itffe-long educa-
tion. ucation is a life-long
process, which ecan only be
met by non-formal education.

The decision to start non-
formal ceducation :_1
Bangladesh by the Minist
Education is undoubtedly a

step. We already know

the introduction of non-
formal education in Bangladesh
in a wide range was to com-
plement formal education and
this was onc of the sugges-
ttons of “Kudrat-E-Khuda
Education Commitiee Report
(1974)".

N

needs

and

education meets shot-term learning
of individuals and communities, it

the learning ific knowledge
hdpineuleag:::ﬁe attitudes that

and

bring immediate functional behavioural change
where as formal education is expected to provide the

school youths.

In the non-formal educa-
thn.uhmlnmwzhput
work in to education. usc
most of the persons coming
for non-formal education
would already be But
it cnables the lcarmer o in-
crcase his or her productivity
in term of out put and also to
improve the quality of the
work in which he or she is al-

It is important to know why
we need the programme of
non-formal education In
Bangladesh. Very preciscly we
can say that non-formal educa-
tion programme is nccessary:

To complement formal ed-
ucation in Bangladesh where
we have a large number of un-
educated people.

To educate the dropouts
from formal settng.

To raise the extent of func-
tional literacy.

To precpare individual for

in this cennection, some of
the arceas can be considered
with importance for a morc
meaningful and useful imple-
mentation of non-formal edu-
cation programme, which may
be casily acceptable to a large
group of people in the com-
munity. The arcas arc:

This programme is more
uscful to promote education of
women in the community,
therefore, it can be an inte-
grated approach to educate
both men and women.

Non-formal educational
programme can introduce and
uphold the education and
training facility for both able
and disabled persons in the
community in an integrated

Curriculum #f any for non-
formal education is prepared,
may be compared with the
curricula alrcady prepared and
implemented by different or-
ganizations who are engaged in
such programmes.

As initiated by the govern-
ment, Lhis can be
started In factlitics ltke
health centers, cyclone cen-
ters, communily centers, li-
brarics elc.

Subjects /topics of the cur-
riculum must be chosen very
carclully ensuring efllective
mecans to develop learners’
ability, knowledge and aware-
ness by which can In-
crease their productivity, de-
velop and maintain physical
and mental health, and ‘
make themselves useful mem-
bers of the society,

Non-formal education can
play a plonecring role to im-
plement the concept
"subject integration” which
makes education more func-
tional and need-oriented.

Teacher need very eflective
training on non-formal educa-
tion which must be very func-
tional and lcable in nature.
Since one of the courses cho-
scn by the open university s
“leachers’ training™, possibly it
will be effective to start teach-
crs’ (raining programme for
both teachers of formal and
non-formal education at this
university.

Curriculum, il any, for non-
formal education is pnn::d
it will be useful to out a
"teacher instruction manual®
together with the curriculum.
Learning materials may be de-
w:hrs.l in relation to the cur-
riculum and teacher Instruc-

tHon manual.

Rescarch work may be de-
signed and implemented to
evaluate the eflectiveness and
need of such programme. The
plan to start non-formal edu-
cation and its subsequent im-
plementation in Bangladesh
can raise the of inte-
gration within different groups
and arcas, which is necessary
to build a socicty where equal
opportunity is ensured for all.

(The writer is a lecturer,
National Centre for Special

havioural change where as

_N ew Zeafand Markets on Asian Students

IGll schools in the mo-
H re rclaxced part of New
Zealand, the [ar south,
are caiching on to the [act that
there is monecy o be made in
educating Asian students,

Educational institutions and

.entreprencurs in the north
have this for a couple of
years and alrcady somec lcss
than scrupulous operators have

ﬁmmd. trying to cash in on
: wave of intcrest.
Before its defcat in 1990,

the last Labour rnment
introduced reforms which gave
the state-run schooling system
much greater [reedom (o man-
age its allairs on a local basis.
These changes encouraged
boards of trusices lo set up
new courscs and take in for-
students to boost their
| incomes, as long as they
met their obligations to their
communilics. h
The present government
has continued thesc policics,
which have altracted inveslors
from as far away as South Ko-
rea into the catfon busi-
ness, oflen to set up “schools”
offering tufition in English to

j

Some of these hasty cre-
ations have colla alter tak-
ing students’ [ees or been
deregistered by a governmenl-
appointed watchdog, the Quali-
fications Authority, becausc
they fafled to live up to their

Education law now
privaie schools to hold In trust
all fees they collect in advance.
Students get a week aller the
courses begin o decide
whether they are getting what
for. If they are dissat-
can demand their

§
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Dunedin, a university cily
with a long reputation for
teaching and research In
medicine, has a number of ex-
cellent state-run  seconda

scll employment.

schools. They have enrolled
morc than 60 foreign students
among them.

Most of these are seniors,
aged 16 o 18 ycars. Their

renis _pay betwern US

2,725 and US 83, a year
for tuition and US $54-76 a
week for school hostel or pri-
vate board.

Spccial tuition in English is
available at some collcges as an
extra. The demand is such that
some principals are limiting
their foreign cenrollments to
avoid any clash with their pri-
mary task of cducating young
New Zealandcers.

Apart from the income they
bring a school, Asian students
arc wcicomed in the south as

influences in classrooms
because of their high level of
motivation, their industry and
their commitment to learning.

Kaikorat Valley High
Schools in South Dunedin has
forged an cducational link with

into the “foreign education”
business, but with the caution
for which the people of the
rich farming arca are noled.

Some principals say openly
thcy arc in it for the moncy.
Others sce the cultural ex-
change benelits. The head of
onc girls' collcge wants to put
income carncd [rom teaching
overscas studcents into a fund
to help pupils whose parents
arc not wcll ofl.

Most schools in the under-

pulated and insular south

had little experience in
markcting overscas and prefer
to follow rather than to Icad in
the race for a share of Asian
sludents.

One of the more go-ahcad is
Mount Aspiring College, situ-
ated in the small mountain-
and-lake resort town of
Wanaka, a four-hour drive in-
land from Dunedin.

In the ecarly 1980s, Wanaka
struck up a twin-town rela-

State-funded schools have been given new?redom to
run their own affairs, and the possibilities of selling
education have now penetrated the conservative

south

»

Sakuragoaka 1ligh School, in
Toyahashi City, Japan. During a
recent visit, a Sakuragoa
teacher of English, Tadashi
Harada, said Japancsc students
"feel safer”® studying in New
Zealand.

Parents who is past ycars
had tended to send their ofl-
spring to the United States for
an h education were now
looking more favourably on
New Zealand,

Mr Harada said betler
English queclled a better
chance of a place in a Japanesc
universily, and better job
prospects on graduation.

Ncew Zealand was séen as a
safe and beautiful land, with
kind pcople, he told a local
newspaper during a visit with
Sakumagoaka school president
Minoru Mitsuda to cement a
student exchange programmc.

High schools at Invercargill,
the southernmost city in New
Zealand, are also venturing

tionship with Hikimi in the
Japancsc mountains bechind
Hiroshima. An Osaka busi-
nessman with close ties iIn
lHitkimi, a forestry centre, saw
the benefits tourism had
brought to Wanaka.

fie felt they might be ap-
plicd to Hikimi's afling ccon-
omy and a link was formed at
local government level. Two
students from cach local high
school exchanged classrooms
for three months and were bil-
leted in privale homes.

The scheme [altcred four
years ago when Hikimi's high
school closed, but was revived
when students from ncarby
Nara agreed to join in the ex-
change.

The governing board of the
Wanaka college had branched
out this yecar on two fronts to
capitalisc on the popularity of

Tor
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Education, Dhaka).

its outdoor pursuils course,

which teaches iIndependence
and leadership.

Making the most of the re- |

gion's scenic mountains, lakces
and rivers, the college oflers
specialist instruction in skiing,
kayaking. rock-climbing and
bushcraft, as well as a sound
acadcmic education.

cxpcricnee segmenl very pop-
ular with exchangec studcnts
from Japan, for most of whom
three ski ficlds within 30 km
of the town is a novelty. This
year, the college has attracted
four full-time students from
Japan and is teaching many
more English through short-
tcrm courscs.

The
“lifestyle skills® course o pre-
pare rural youth for life away
from home when they go o
university in the city.

Scnfor students live four lo
a Nat in town, preparing their
own mecals and doing their
houschold chores under su-
pervision, while attending aca-
demic and ouldoor pursuils
classcs at the college.

There was initial intcrest
from Hong Kong in the first
intake, which quickly filled
with New Zcalanders afller
word of the concept got
around.

But getting an education in
New Zealand is not all roses
for young Asfans. In Auckland,
magnet for most immigrant
families from Hong Kong and
Tafwan, assimilation diflicul-
tics have surfaced.

Two Chinese boys, left at
school in South Auckland
when their parents returned
to their homes overseas, were
recently convicted of arson.
They torched their classrooms
one night, doing damage
amounting to more than US
854,500,

School arson is an all-too-
common crime, but it is rarc
police to find that Asians
have been involved. Even more
unusual in this case was that
the judge ordered US $49,000
to be paid through the boys’
parents in reparation to the
school board.

The school board chairman,
Mr Wayne Cartright, said the
rapid growth of Asian pupils —
cent of the college
roll of 1,400 in two ycars —
had created sirecsses among

cthnic groups.

The incident had been a
sctback to melding Asian and
European cultures, but there
was still a strong will in all
sections of the community for
a harmonijous working rela-
tionship.

— Depthnews Asia

} settlements to

HEY ran as fast as they
could, brw'l.l} the hot
ashes from the rumb
ling Pinatubo velcano, all for a
study they felt they should not
miss: a hymn writing seminar
were Ayla (a minority
tiribe living in Central and
Eastern Luzon) refugees who
came down from their hillside
attend the
seminar at the Asian Institute
of Liturgy and Music.

In the course of the weck-
long seminar, the Aytas com-
posced many songs in music
unique to their own cullure
and cxpressing decp emolions
stirred by the volcano's erup-
tion.

The Ayta Hymn Writing
Seminar was just onc of the
innovative lileracy pro-
grammes conducted by the
Summer [natitute ol Linguis-

-nam e —— S = _—

tuations.

SiL's approach to commu-
nity literacy appears to be
working well. "Effective learn-
ing frequently takes place out-
side the classrooms through
creattve use of everyday oppor-
tunities,” SIL reports.

For its contributions to
I"hihm education and more
specifically literacy campatgn.
the Institute continues o reap
tributes. Last year, for exam-
ple, the UN Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organisa-
tion (UNESCO) cited SIL
Philippines “lor its oulstanding

work {n lteracy among cultural
communitics in the Philip-
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Unique Linguistics Programme Fights

T'ribal Illiteracy

by Romeo B. Abundo

derstanding in 1973.

The Institute does intensive
linguistic rescarch which in-
cludes analysing phonological

and grammatical patterns,
collccting texts and producing
dictionarics. Its linguists have
done rescarch in 91 dialects of
the Philippines.

"Through linguistic re-
scarch, SIL members acquire
luency and mastery of a lan-
guage, which in turn, enables
them to produce ver-
nacular materials the de-

velopment and enrichment of
the cultural communities.” say

the report.

Outside activities adds to their learning

tics (SIL) Philippines, a privale
voluntary organisation for cul-
tural communities in the coun-
try.

Last year alone, SIL Philip-
pines produced 1,171 gradu-
ates in basic Mteracy. 216 In
advanced lteracy and 13 in
teacher literacy.

Assessing the results of its
literacy drive last ycar, the
Institute says: "Young and old
from the cultural communitics
gained greater access lo the
printed me . both in their
mother tongue, in Filipino
and/or in another language
through lteracy programmes
specifically tailored to their si-

pincs”. The citation was .
scnied during the UN O
Litcracy Award ceremony held
in Paris in observance of In-
ternational Literacy Day.

A Filipino SIL volunteer,
Sister |sabelita Riego de Dios,
recetved a citation for produe-
ing a comprchensive dic-
tionary of Philippine Creole
Spanish. The cilalion was pre-
scnled during the 10th Na-
tional Book Awards ceremony
held at the University of Sto.
Tomas.

SIL Philippines also re-
ccived the Ramon Magsaysay
Award for International Un-

Photo : IDRC Reports

A major coneern of SIL
Philippines is the translation
of the Bible into languages of
the cultural communitics. So
far, the Institute hms com-
pleted the translation of the
Ncew Testament into 31 lan-

guages.

For the cultural communi-
tes in the Cordillera mountain
ranges in northern Philip-
pines, SIL Philippines is pro-
ducing 6,000 primers, ¢asy
reading books, song books and
story books for grade-1 pupfls
in 40 schools. The project Is

being supported by the Pro-
;rnr::m E:-omﬂ Projects of

the Ramon Award
Foundation, :g Rockefeller
Brothers Fund and the Aus-

Now in production are
health books grades one to
six in Bontoe, Igorot and Sina-
bangan dialects and in Filiptno
and English.

SIL Philippines also partict-
pates in health care pro-
grammes and community ser-
vice projects that promote

and over 90,000 pounds of
cargo in 485 mercy missions
in 199].
Later last year, the

ment of Health gave SIL
Philippines a plaque of appre-
ciation “for assistance to rural
health teams in Nueva Viz-
caya,” a province in northeast-
ern Luzon.

For its and social
welfare services, SIL Philip-
pincs counts on the help of
308 volunteers from Australia,
Britain, Canada, ‘
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the
Netherlands, pore, Swe-
den, the United States and the
Philippines. Funding for its
programmes comes mainly
from contributions by
churches and [riends of volun-
teers In their home countries.

SIL does similar work in
other parts of the world. In
Africa, it has 773 wolunteers
invalved In |84 active language

ro]tcll.
v In Asia, SIL has

ficided 797 wolunteers in 167
lhinguage . It has more
in the Americas: 1,216 work-

ers in 288 language projects.

The SIL again showed fits
usual modesty, which has
characterised its work, In ac-
knowledging UNESCO's award.

others, without whose spon-
sorship and support we could
never even begin to
contribution to the
plan for Education
says Mr Weins.

It has found the outdoors what

| many young people

Finding an

T

HE developing world Tis
a world of children. as
the saying gocs. DBul
kind of world is it?
Poverty, large familics, preca-
rious housing, hunger, and
hours spent working the
strects are the lot of a great
in
developing countrics.

When society takes these
children in for protection, to
help them get established and
rcoriented, its resources are

| often limited and inadcqualc.

sccond venturc s a

That is an ization
based in Uruguay has dcvoted
its efforts over the years to in-
creasing knowledge of
children’s living condilions
and the resources available to
them. L'instituto Interameri-
cano del Nino [IIN), was
founded in 1927, under a
resolution passed by the
Organization of American

States.

Thanks in part to the
cfforts of IDRC, the
Interamerican Inflormation
Programme on Childhood and
the Family (IIPCF/PINFA) is
now compulterized. The data
base provides politicians, insti-
tutions, researchers, and plan-
ners throughout Latin America
with access to the latest re-
scarch studies and their find-
ings as they affect the region’s
children.

This information is statisti-
cal, legal, or in na-
ture, or it may { studics
on health services, education,
or drug abuse. The data basc
includes more than 18,000
bibliographical relerences,
recent papers, and studics
(including 420 pcriodicals)
and serves more than 1,625
users in a great many countrics
in the Amcricas, Europe, and
even in Asia. In addition to s

headquarters in Montevidco,

Uruguay, the IIPCF has local

cenires in:- Argentina,
Colombia, Costa Rica, and
Ecuador.

Each centre has qualified
librarians and computer tech-
nicians to respond to the heavy
volume of requests, between
300 and 400 a month. When a

| catalogue of new listings is

published, the number of re-
quests can pcak at 1,000.a

month.
The data bank enables doc-

| uments to be located In

French, Spanish, English, and
even Portugucse., Moreover, in

addition to
soon join the list of documen-
tation centres specializing in
children.

This, however, is only one
aspcct of 1IN's work in
Uruguay. The Institute has
been assoclated since 1989
with INAME, the Instituto na-
cional del menor, the national

, Brazil will

Access to the Latest Research Studies

by Robert Charbonneau

govcrnmenlal children’s aid
agcency, in sctting up SIPL, an
information system for the
protection of children. INAME
controls and administcrs all
establishments that provide
government services to chil-
dren.

It is responsible for some
7.000 children referred to it
by thc court or social services

The data base provides politicians, institutions, researchers,

America with access to the
region’s children.
agencics, children who have
been abandoned, mistreated,
found, or adopted. Thesc are
children who need to be
placed in a wide range of insti-
tutions (daycare, rchabilitation
centres) or ' who require
treatment by specialists (such
as psychologists or psychia-
trists) or counseclling of some
kind.

in the past, the system used
at INAME had become over-
burdened by Increasing
requests for information.
Somectimes, records of chil-
dren who had been taken un-
der the wing of the Institute
were lost.

For example, no one could
say for sure whether a particu-
lar child had run away for the
first or second time, or
whether the child had been
referred to a counsellor, or
what conclusions a specialist
had rcached.

INAME, in hoe tion -12
IIN, launched a project
the spring of 1 to develop

a sct of universal indicators for
use by children’'s aid institutes
throughout the region.
Numerolus institutes in a va-
ricty of countries (Argentina,
Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Jamaica, and Peru) were ap-
proached to evaluate the list of
indicators produced. "We
wanted,” explained systems
analyst Rosario Vera, "lo en-

sure [rom thc outset that the
system would meet the expec-
tations of all Latin American
institutes and subsequently be
adopled.”

The project included a sur-
vey of the forms in use, the
design of new computer forms
and methods, and a user evalu-
allon (for doctors as well as
the institutions’ technical and
administrative personnel) to
avoid problems in practice.
“Today, we work more with
the administrative nnel
in charge of operations,” Vera
said. "They are the ones who
enter the data and who were
trained to manage the system.”

Three microcomputers
linked by telephone have been
instal at INAME. Satellite
institutions (such as creches,
daycare and rehabilitation cen-
tres) phone INAME every day
at a specific time to send in-
formation on client move-
ments over the past 24 hours.

All information on clients is

now catalogues, although only

one-third of the dala entries
arc covered by the pilot pro-
ject. A total of about 25 institu-
tions are involved in the
ject and pass on data
to the children’s aid admission
centre. "The advantage of our
system,” explained Vera, "is
that the data structure we de-
veloped is universal and inde-
pendent of the institutes’ ad-
ministrative structures.”

Julio Max Rosenblatt, the

and planners throughout Latin
latest research studies and their findings as they affect the

project leader, is currently ne-
gotiating with the Brazilian and
Ecuadorian governments to set
up the information system in
both countries and anticipates
IDRC support for the pro-

gramme in Ecuador.

By developing a single,
flexible computer system that
is compatible with all insti-
tutes in the region, and by
continuous consultation from
the system design phase on-
ward, IDRC, INAME in
Uruguay, and the IIN through-
out the region have supported
the creation of new resources
to help children in Latin
America.

Not only will these systems
enable the institutes to provide
more effective assistance to
children, they will also consti-
tute a mine of statistical data
vital te everyone — whether
rescarchers or fleld workers —
involved in the welfare of

young people. — IDRC Reports



