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Jakarta Expands Diplomatic Horizons | Non-Aligned Movem

EVELOPMENTS in rc-

cenl months have rein-

forced the tmage of an
economically strong Indoncsia
sceking lo play an important
role in world allairs.

Analysts have pointed lo
Jakarta's reccnt assertive and
high-prolile forcign policy, be-
ginning with its move to re-
store its inflluence in the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM] by
gaining its chairmanship in
1991 and the diplomalic
opening up to China and Vict-
NEUTL

Jakarta was also active in
the Cambodia pcacc necgotia-
tions successfully concluded
late last ycar. In the Associa-
tion of South-Easl Asian Na-
tions [(ASEAN), Indonecsia’s
preeminence is morc or less
tacilly rccognised, according
to :
Al the last ASEAN heads of
government summit in Singa-
pore in January, Jakarta made
its presence fclt by cllectively
blocking Malaysia's proposal
for an East Asian Economic
Caucus (EAEC).

Analysts sce Indoncsia's at-

ts to expand its foreign-
: pohqz swalh as a continualtion
of efforts dating back to the
late 1980's to make Indoncsia
a rcgional power in kceping
with its size, rcsources and

An ecnnumi'cally-canﬁdent Indonesia moves
to assert itself on the international diplo-

matic stage. Surya Gangadharan of IPS

reports from Singapore.

the
nal

ambilions of "pulling
movement back to the origi
ideals of non-alignment.”

But North-South issues,
ranging from the ehvironment,
human rights and dcvelop-
mcnt, have given new life to
Inonesia’'s ambitions.

“{Indonesia) is delermined
to forge conscnsus on the cco-
nomic challenges facing the
Third World. This would nce-
cssarfly cntail taking up
prickly North-South i{ssucs —
the unresolved issucs of our
time,” Alatas told NAM Icaders
reccntly.

Diplomats say Lthat much of
the disagrcement between
Malaysia and Indonesia in the
January ASEAN summit arosc
from diflecrences in approach
to the issues allccting the
Third World.

Suhartlo favours closc coop-
eration with the North on
these issucs and is irritated by

Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad's combative
stance, said an analyst.

[3ut mindful of the sensibili-
tcs of its neighbours, Jakarta
has prelerred to work within
and through ASEAN. Al the last
ASEAN summit, Indonesia’s
anxicty over a swilt transition
to a free trade zone led to its
proposal of a 'common cflce-
tive preferential tarifl. The
suggcestion was adopted by the
regional body.

Again Indoncsia’s objcclions
to the EAEC eflectively shelved
the issue. As Suharto saw (i,
the EAEC would drive a wedge
between Japan and the United
Statcs, the chicl trading part-
ncrs of ASEAN, since it ex-
cluded Washington from ils
membership.

At a time when great power
rclations are in a state of flux,
any lessening of US or
Japancse commitment to the
region would not be conducive

to regional stability, said
Suharto.
For the same rcason,

Jakarta has not objective to
ASEAN member-statcs oflcring
naval facilities to the United
Statcs.

Indoncsia’s diplomatic hand
has been scen in other areas. [t
has attempted to mediate a so-
lution to the conflicting claims
over the Spratly Islands in the
South China Sea, claimed by
scven ASEAN and non-ASEAN
states. The fact that Jakarta
has ftsell no claims to press
has lent credibility to its role
ol honecst broker.

The establishment of
diplomatic ties with China in
1989, alter 22 years of frozen
rclations, was {intended to
strengthen Jakarta's role as a
leading light of NAM. Chinese
Premicer Li Peng's visit two
ycars later came just before
Jakarta took over the NAM
chairmanship.

While China's formally
staking its claim to the
Spratlys has hardly added to
Beifing's credibility, it is like
to give [urther impctus to
Jakarta's drive to carve out a
bigger role for ftsell on the
regional stage.

National Day of Indonesia
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on the tion of the UN
as {ts universal framework, If
rooted in the fundamental
principles of the UN and or-
ganised on the percepts of
sovercign equalily and
equitably shared responsibility
of all nations. Hence, il is lo
the strengthening, rcvitalisa-
tion an democratisation of the
UN that our movement must
now contribute {ts concrete
concepts and views and devote
its aclive participation.

Safcguarding the lrue in-
dependence of Non-Aligned
Movement member-statcs will
demand our continuing vigj-
lance, as long as unecqual and
dependency rclationships re-
main entrenched and policics
of military intervention, politi-
.cal interference and cconomic

coercion pcrsist.

Colonfalism may bec In ils
dcath through an institution-
alised racism, such as excm-
plified by the abhorrent
apartheid system, may be on
the retreat. But in making
their final, desperate stand or
in assuming more subtle guiscs
they still constitute the major
adversaries of the Non-Aligned
Movement. And the resolution
of armed conllicts and ten-

sfons in w. regions of the
world should indeed remain at
the centre of our eflforts.

However, it should be
equally obvious that it is cspe
to the economic sphere,

to issues of development
and international economic
cooperation that our move-
ments primary focus should
now be directed, for which
there has been a visible im-
provement in political rela-
tions across the erstyhile cast-
west divide, sharpening polari-
sation still characterizes the
north-south equation. Hence,
the need of the movement s
to put these issues back on to
the top of our priority agenda.

The world economy re-
mains shrouded in uncertainty
and generally marked by slhug-

sh and uneven growth. Most
evcloping countries are no
better oflf today than thcy
were during "the last dccade”

.of the 1980s they arc still

added debilitating debt bur-
dens, strapped for develop-
ment finance, denied fair ac-
cess 1o the markets of the de-
veloped countries and frus-
trated by sccular decline in
commaodity cxport prices.

The Uruguay Round is still
bogged down, despite recent

ent

Summit

signs of forward movement in
some key arcas, faflure to
achieve fts balance and timely
conclusion will inevitably re-
sult in increase protectionism
and ‘aggravate constraints' in
rclations between the indus-
trialised and the developing
countrics. Expectations that
with the end of east-west con-
frontation a sustantial “peace
divident” could accrue to the
particular benefit of the devel-
oping countries have yet to
materialize. It is now also evi-
dent that the wide-rangl

transformations in the cen

and western European
cconomics and the formation
of powerful cconomic group-
ings lmﬂ developed coun-
irics could, aside from their
positive aspccts, also nega-
tively affect the trade and de-
velopment prospects of the
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developing countries,
These adverse

have tended to deepcn the
scnsc of uncertainty and un-
predictabflity in the world
economy and have flurther
compounded the difficulties
confronting the developing
couniries. In this context, the

- prolonged critical socto-eco-

nomic situation in Alrica is as-
suming proportions
and cries out resolution

In the light of these reali-
tics, the need to a new
global consensus commit-
ment to strengthen interna-
tional economic ration
and to acceclerate the devel-

opment of the developin
countrics assumes ur4

gency. In a setting of growing
interdependence among na-
tions and interlinkages among
roblems, this goal can only
pursued through consulta-|
tion and negotiation |

Success in Development

Continued from page 8
coming dccadces.

We also face the problem of
uncven population distribution
throughout the country. About
108 million, or some 60
cent of the total population live
on the island of Java which
constitutes only about seven

munl of Indonesia’'s total
mass.

However the p-opuhuuﬁ

also dropping Du the last
20 years, the crude birth rate
has decli from 44 to 290

e — =

strategic location.

During a forcign policy sem-
inar in Yogyakarta in 1988,
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
said: "The level of our political
consolidation and economic

allows us to play a
role that fs morc than just
participation — a pioncering
role, a role of leadcrship.”

This thcme has been
echoed by the Indonesian me-
dia. Urged the Jakarta Post
newspaper: "Indonesia should
act as the prime manager of a

order.”

"~ Preoccupied for much of
the 1970's with domestic
- s, President Suharto,
one of the founders of NAM,
took part in the Yugoslav
Summit in 1989 after an ab-
sence of 15 years.

lie followed this up with a
visil to thc then Sovict Union
in what analysts saw as a cam-
paign Lo lock Jakarta's chair-
manship of the NAM. Suharto
had rcalised shrcwdly that
normalising rclations wilh
Moscow would look good to
the organisalion's dominant
pro-Sovict majority.

.. The collapse of the Sovict
Union put paid to Suharto's

-

the society : Women washing clothes In Sumatra.
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Wonien s labour has been considered as without value since time began, but it is ‘vital for Y lng women learning to use pesticides at

1991 by the UN Development Fund for Women.
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a workshop organised in Sumatra, in October,

|
WOMEN MARCH AHEAD. . ..

5.6 children in the period of
1967 to 1970, to 3.3 in the
period of 1985 to 1989.

One of the im nt keys
to what we have m:lb{c Lo

achicve is political commit-
ment. Immediately after sign-
ing the population declaration
in 1976, President Socharto
immediately took steps to de-
velop a national population
policy. The first step was to
make leaders and prominent
members of society aware that
the population question was
central to national develop-
ment.

The success of Indoncsia's
cflorts in its control of popula-
tion growth thus far can not be
scparated from the support
provided by the United Na-
lions and its organizations, and
also the assistance both finan-
cial and in the form of idecas,
which we have reccived from
friendly countries and other
international bodics.

In February, 1991, Prest:
dent Socharto was awarded
the World Health Organtzation
(WHO) "Health for All" gold
mcfdal lurhhln contribution to-
ward implemen the
health for all ble}: }rﬂrwmo{
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