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A New Mood in Indonesia

Indonesia celebrates its National Day today in
an upbeat mood, one that reflects the republic's
conflident view of the future as well as of its
readiness to cope with the challenges on several
fronts.

By far the most hngonant task facing Indonesia
now relates to the Summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) that the country hosts next
month and takes over the chairmanship of what
can be best described as a loase alliance but one
whose potential remains largely unexplored. To
what extent Indonesia will be able to give NAM a
new lease of life remains to be seen. But
friends of Indonesia, like Bangladesh, have
reasons to be optimistic. Alter all. having played
the host to the first Afro-Asian Conlerence,
better known as the Bandung Conference, in the
late fities, Indonesia has a special commitment
to the concept of solidarity among the Third
World nations. The Bandung legacy now remains
as much a part of Indonesian history as it is of the
changing scenario of the developing world.

Indonesia might have taken over the leadership
of NAM much earlier, especially when Yugoslavia
was running it — or, to put it more appropriately,
mismanaging it — if only Belgrade had shown the
will to step down. Perhaps. President
Su 0. a cautious leader, was not ready either to

his leadership to an organisation whose
cals and objectives must indeed be redefined.

The readiness in Indonesia to take over a
prominent role on the international scene coin-
cides with changes in the country's domestic
front. In his State of the Nation message deltv-
ered on Saturday, President Suharto has indi-
cated that the size of the presence of the military
in the cnunt%a legislative assemblies may be
scaled down. The statement will be welcomed by
a cross section of educated elite, especially the
academic experts, who have been critical of the
army's role in politics. Whether President
Suharto is responding to the Eupular feelings on
this matter or indicating his confidence in
the stability of the internal system is beside
Lll;tﬁlpnmt. ere may well be a combination of

As Jakarta takes up its new role in NAM and
readjusts the ?owcr equations in domestic poli-
tics, Dhaka will wish it well, in the belief that a
stronger Indonesia would be a source of strength
to the Association of South East Asian Nalions
(ASEAN), and indeed to Bangladesh. Our two
countries are bound together by several common
interests. It was no surprise, therefore, that
Indonesia, like Malaysia, was forthright in sup-
E?}rung Dhaka's position on the repatriation of

hingya refugees who have crossed the border
into this country. It is in our mutual interest that
we — Indonesia and Bangladesh — should work
closely together, strengthen the existing
bonds and explore new areas ol co-operation.
especially in the field of trade, commerce and
joint ventures. The new mood of confidence
prevailing in the national life of Indonesia
should find the right echo in Jakarta-Dhaka
relations.

SSC Results from
Wonderland

This year's Secondary School Certificate results
could have come from Alice’'s wonderland. Once
the first euphoric bubbles gave way to more real-
istic cognition, together with those whose chil-
dren took these exams, the whole nation readily
knew they were up against something very pro-
nouncedly bizarre.

We are not joking. Far from it, we are serluus}{r
concerned while the nation tries (o recover itse
from its befuddled and dizzy state. Let us take the
figures. Nearly four times as much students
passed in the first division as crossed the
Rubicon on the third class carriage — or 146
thousand to 39 thousand. And the second
divisioners were far more numerous than the
tailenders of third division —132 thousand to 39.
The twist of the turning knife into the bowels of
what passes for our education system becomes
crueller as up it goes. While 100 per cent of the
candidates from the three cadet colleges under
the Rajshahi Board were placed in the first
division — 90 per cent of them got stars. There
is no reason as to why results of the other cadet
colleges should be any different. Fiftyfour
students took the exams from a Mirpur
school with a German name. Only one got lirst
division. No cause for alarrn — the remaining 53
got star.

There musi be something very seriously, very
grossly — very grotesquely — wrong with this
year's new evaluation system based on the so-
called ‘objective’ type questions. The chairman ol
one of the three boards has already called the
new-fangled 'system’ into question. Pupils scoring
less than 2 per cent where language skills were
required. raked in 50 to 80 per cent mark in the
other and predominating areas of the exams.
There are reports that the same has been the
ease with mathematics. Examinees failing miser-
ably where they were asked to do sums, excelled
where they were required to tick ofl.

We are concerned. We should indeed be a
but that wouldn’t possibly help. Last year the
Boards, in consultation with each other, gave a
general grace of 20 marks to lend some re-
spectability to the percentage of passes, This year
the whole evaluation system was changed to turn
in even better pass percentages — without
needing to give any grace marks at all. And look
at the miracle the new method has worked. But
for this the nation wouldn't ever know that there
were so many thousands of very distinguished
students among these examinees — many stars as
can form a mini-glaxy. One sign of all round
brilllance was the unprecedented crowding at the
top perches. One of the boards squeezed into
the combined merit list of 20. Another followed
closely by accommodating 40.

We couldn’t agree more with the student who
making a very brilliant showing, nevertheless de-
nounced the new system. The whole idea of edu-
cation, the ideals behind it and the

oals in front
— 18 sly undermined by the new
evaluation strategy’s dc-mgll;amzmg the cultiva-
tion of and the power of apprecia-
tion and . The first ten-year school-

ing — the base our educated and skilled man-

or indeed mover of the nation — has
g ol i Byl s
su earn way of ;

com
The Irhﬂrcn lasco warrants a very urgent
scrutiny and remedial action.
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POLITICAL PARTIES IN A STATE OF DRIFT

Talk of Institutionalising Parliamentary

T should be quite a readable picee I one
I ts logether snippels of conversation

::.nl at governmenl offices and re-
ceptions at hotels, at banks and financial
institutions, at the corriders of the secretariat
and, last but not the least, al diplomatic get-
togethers.

Readable and even ? Most certainly.
Authoritative and responsible ? Perhaps not.
Alter all. how many ol these snippets, these
fragmented pieces of talks can be attributed to

been dominating the thinking of people, at
various levels.

In this sense, the last week was an extraor-
dinary one, packed with events ranging from
the visit of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia 1o
Bahrain and Pakistan to the parliamcntary de-
batc on the no-confidence motion against the
government, from the deadlock over the repa
triation of Rohingya refugees to the split court
decision over the Gelam Azam issuc

Any ol these topics can be the subject for a
long conversation or figure in the agenda of a
day-long seminar of the Democratic Forum
Uniortunately, a majority of knowledgeable
people do nol want to be as forthright and di-
rect in speaking al a seminar or in writing for
the media as they would be in the so called
privale conversations.

There are somec who decline to speak on
the record, for publication, with a plea,“Not
yet”. Such an apology would suggest that he for
she) would not burn the bridges just now or
that he (or she) was not quite clear on the is-
sues involved — i not a combination of both.

Notwithstanding these reservations, onc
single broad topic thai seems to have been
l:hnunaunghtl‘: thinking of peoplec we mect re-
lates to the evaluation net simply of the
Government of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) but of the parllamentary democ-
racy as a system, an cvaluation that would cover
the performance of the opposition Awami
lcague [(AL) as much as of BNP and, for that
matter, of other political groupings. Needless
to say, such an evaluation, seldom comprehen-
sive or cohesive, rarely produces a satisfactlory
rating. More often than not, the answer is, we
are in a dismal situation, only a part of the rea-
son being that the parliamentary democracy as
we sec it today here s not functioning in the
way it should.

This is one issuc which has produced an all-
party consensus. Both Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia and the opposition lcader, Sheikh Hasina
have said again and again, "We mustl give par-
liamentary democracy an institutional shape.”
No matter how it is putl in Bangla. the plea, as
translated into English, is always the same:

"Give parliamentary democracy an institutional
shape.”

This is where the consensus ends. We,
then, have charges and counter-charges, and
mutual recriminations as to who is at fault for
preventing parliamentary democracy for ac-
quiring an institutional shape or [rom gaining
roots.

On this scorc, criticisms against the ruling

HE deadlock continues
in the U

Leading Nowhere

BNP — more specifically against the Prime
Minister — are direct and precise. It Is sug-

gested again and again that Begum Khaleda Zia
has been opera a presidential system under
the cover of a ntary democracy. At the
milkdest hint, critics provide you with exam-
pies as to how she has Laken over one presi-
dentfal privilege afler another 1o give her office
of the prime minister an exira dimension. This
explains, so say some crilics, why Begum Zia
had been so indifferent o participating in dis-

cussions at the Jatfya Sangsad, even to attend-
ing the parlamentary sessions.

By her — or faillure — to
her role as the Leader of the House with -
tivencss, Begum Zia has re ly created a
vacuum in the system itsell, thus weakening
parliamentary democracy from within,

It sounds a [air criticism, but up to a point.
Whalt is overlooked is that since she may not be
conversant with the detalls of the two systems
— Lhe presidential and parliamen democ-
racy she has been obliged to rely on her
cabliw | colleagues and senlor civil servants for
advic ¢ and guidance [t i1s hard o know |l

Eh‘gum Zin has actuallh ddone so I she has. it ts
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likely that both the groups have given her the
wrong advice — or nonc al all.

As onc critic who has served successive
govirnments in senjor positions puts i, mosi
cabinet members of the Zia Government prob-
ably have no idea of collpctive responafbility of
ministers in parliamentary democracy — nor
any particular liking for it. Again, once used to
taking orders from the late President in the
first BNP administration, the scnior ones in
the present administration feel more confident
in working directly with Begum Zia individually
than in acting collectively as a tcam. Again,
many ol these senfor ministers are said o be
more deferential towards Begum Zia than they
were lowards her late husband, al least during
the first halfl of the previous BNP administra-
ton.

There may be some [ascinating reasons
which explain differences between the two sit-
uations. - Since the late Ziaur Rahman assumed
authority in 1976, without the kind of mass
upsurge that brought her wile 0 power some
15 years later, the late President probably
nceded some of these minisiers as part of his
evolving power base or ¢ven as his adminis-
tralors much more than the Begum nceds
them. So. some of the senior cabinet members
developed a diflerent kind of equation with
the late Ziaur Rahman, cven w the point of
geliing into arguments with him on poliey is-
sucs, than one they have with the Prime
Minister

In the present situalion, senior civil ser-
vants operate from a grey arca. The gencral
impression is that while they take orders di
rectly from their ministers and lew ol them

Round

of world trade mﬁn-

tions. The major obs to

the successful completion of

the talks has been the sharp

differences between the Uni-

ted States and the European

Community (EC) over the

vexed question of agricultural
subsidics.

For some time it ap
as il the imbroglio would end
with the announcement by US
President George Bush that
the United States was
to scale down {ts demand for
reduction in the EC farm sub-
sidy.

Now it is quite clear that
the heads of both governments
neced to intervene to settle the
differences, since ministerial
negotiators are unable to do so
and no significant advances
were apparently made at the
Munich Summit in July.

Agricultural export subsidy,
internal subsidy and market
access are not only issues
that the United States and EC
have divergent views about.

also disagree on intellec-
tual property rights, including
the specific time period in
which to tr-n-[nrmptprouu-
oriented patent laws into

product-oriented laws.
For developing countries
like India, the agricultural sub-

sidics decision could create a
great dilemma. Even if an ac-
ceplable package was

upon, it would involve trade-
offs that would hurt their
interests in a big way.

Or in the event of total fail-
ure of the negotiations, there
would be grave threats of
greatly strengthened protec-
tionism and a re-emergence of
unilatcral surcs such as
the Supcer-301 article of the
USs ¢ Acl.

Il ncgotiations fafl, it will
mecan a total collapse of the
system ol multilateralism. With
all its defects and inadequa-
cies, multilateralism s still
preferable to bilateralism be-
cause it provides a wider fo-
rum to weaker nations, partic-
ularly those in the Third
World. Erosion of multilateral-
ism will be detrimental to
Third World interests.

On the other hand, {f the
United States and the EC at
long last can agree on agricul-
tural subsidies, developing
countries will have to bear the
burden of their combined ap-
proach to ensure ments
in ficlds like textiles, services,
intellectual property rights
and finvestment measures
which are not in unison with

gave them more authority, sometimes even
“mr unelrmmmcm To what extend they now
their support to parliamen democ-

. racy remains debatable. -y
However, as many observers - de-
served some credit that the .dm-’mnmm did

Y

feel, BNP is incapable of running of the admin-
istration or of returning to power after the
next clection. Some of them even count on AL
viclory atl an unlikely snap clection if it is held
as carly as in 1993,

This short-sighted view suffers from many
laws. It also overlooks the faflure of AL 1o play
its own rode In giving an institutional shape to

AND_ABROAD
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pariimentary democracy, as the leading oppue-
sition In the present parliament, inddvd s the
alternative government.

Free from the responsibility of running the
administration, the party has an unique oppor-
tunity of invigorating its entire structure from
the grassroots level 1o the policy-making
structure, within the parllament outside,
giving its members a new sensc of political
motivation and a vision for the future. It must
indeed be a vision of creating a new

Bangladesh through the release of the immense
unused cnergy of millions, rather than of

taking power by toppling the existing gov-
ernment

To all appcarances, this opportunity has
been lost, hopefully, not for ever. But the party,
rather is leadership, must work hard 1o regain
this opportunity — and (s scnse of dircetion.

Sitting between two responsible and dodi-
cated AL leaders al a party the other evening, |
heard a whole set of rcasons why their organi-
salion had misscd the opportunity ol playing
its due role and what it must do o recapture
the lost ground.

Since this surprising encounter — surpris-
ing because this writer rarcly sits between two
lop-ranking politicians — ook place just on
the eve of the JS debate on the no-confidence.,
motion, our first question was how well-pre-
pared — and well-coordinated — was the oppo-
sition in facing up to the crucial discussion on
the whole of issues covered in the notice
of the motion. The answer was quite clearly in
the negative, at least so this writer gathcred.

This is primarily because the opposition has

' Western Blocs and Third World Growth

cannot buy from other South Asian
more competitive prices? Why should Vietnam
prove more attractive than
eign investment, especially from Japan ?

answers
mminﬂ‘ﬂnﬁ tive is it a litile
crudely, “The AL hfulln{hﬂlruﬂﬂm

sation: The gencration that divides a group
ol pre-liberation leaders from
cemerged on the scene after 1972,
cently as in late seventies or

the second , with s impa-
linee and a touch of arrogance, that makes a
sironger, immediate appeal to the AL
Sheikh Hasina than the slow-moving older
#cncration which relies en inter-actions,
commitiee meetings, painstakings research on

contemporary issuecs and even on national con-
scnsus on basic

stitution is an imporiant part of the party
stralegy. And seldom is the strategy pursued
without the use of guns, without the support of
mastans

The fact that the ruling party is said to be
playing a similar game gives the opposition no
excuse for following this volatile strategy. In
fact, b{ fts [atlure to come up with an alterna-
live plan, AL has missed another chance if

providing an institutional shapge to &m&i
Many inside AL and outside fear that t
drift will reach a dangerous phase by the time

the country goes for the next parliamen
clection. The two parties BNP and AL

come up with hurriedly put together, loose but
populist manifesioes. There will be noe outery
against authorftarianism of the ousted regime
of llussain Muhammad Ershad. That's all in the
sl

Iinstead, cach candidate, from the time of
his nomination to the oulcome of the polls,
will see his chances in terms of funs, In
of Taka, and in the use of mastans, with or
without guns.

This grim prediction came from a leader
who has been a major player on the political
stage for nearly three decades. Exhausted and
full of scepticism, and left out in the cold by
the leadership of his organisation, he still
gu;lclnnchnpr: "We can still call a halt to this

rifL” '
-Today, wc (oo share this hope. Tomerrow,
we may roject it in despair. '

more countries join the EC.:
Turkey, Cyprus and Malta have
already sought membership

Former Indian finance minister Madhu
Dandavate advises Third World govern-
ments to watch the ongoing battle of the
United States and European Community
battle over farm subsidies. Whatever its out-
come, the results and the new European
Economic Area (EEA) pose a great threat to
the interests of developing countries, re-
ports IPS from New Delhi.

their individual developmcental
interests and priorities.

There is also another trade
issuc that will pose a great
threat to the Third World. The
new European Economic Arca
(EEA), which will be estab-
lished through a commercial
merger of the EC and the
seven-nation European Free
Trade Association (EFTA), will,
in the future, emerge as the
most powerful trading bloc in
the world.

All barriers to the free flow
of commodities, finance, ser-
vices and labour are to be to-
tally eliminated by 1993
among the 19 countries that.
will form the EEA. This new
frec trade zone will encompass

a population of 380 million
pcurl:. stretching from the

itcrranean to the Arctic,
and account for 40 per cent of
all world trade.

The formation of the EEA
will pave the way for the EFTA
countries to the commu-
nity at a subsequent date,
thereby substantially enhanc-
ing membership in the EC,
which is scheduled to launch a
single market by the end of
1992.

For a long time, relations
between the two blocs were
characterised by trade rivalry
and political uncasiness. While
the EC nations were almost

exclusively members of the se-
curity group NATO, EFTA had

a strong streak of political
neutrality, arising from the [act
that Switzerland, Austria and
Sweden were in its fold.

The break-up of the Soviet
bloc eliminated the political
and military threat to the EC
and NATO and this, in turn, fa-
cilitated settlement of political
diflerences between the EC
and EFTA. |

At the trading level, greater
harmonisation of trade prac-
tices brought the two blocs
close. Another factor that con-
tributed to the emergency of
the EEA was that 58 per cent
of all efta l;rndlng:'u already
being done with EC.

The average per capjta
income in EFTA countries is
much higher than the EC av-
crage. It is estimated that after
a full merger, EC production

can be pushed up to new
heights. For EFTA, ticipa-
tion in the EEA 1 offer it

access to new markets.

About 68 per cent of total
trade will be between the 19
EEA members, thus the threat
of the EEA concentrating on
internal trade to the detriment
of the developing countries of
the Third World is much too
real to be ignored.

This threat will grow as

and five to six Eastern Euro-
pcan countries have also
shown eagerness to join.
Should Yugoslavia break up and
more republics of the former
Soviet Union secede, the num-
ber of applicants might rise
even furLEcr.

The unified EC of the future
will then become a super-pow-
erful trading and regional bloc.
This has important implica-
tions for global trading and
poses a great threat to Third
World interest.

Unless Third World coun-

tries forge solidarity, they will
not be able to counter the at-
tempts by the northermn blocs

to establish links between
concessions on access to Third
World goods and new areas in
which to intrude on these
developing countries' sover-
eignty.
i{ developing countries do
not present a united front, the
continuing deadlock in the
Uruguay Round will as
a serious threat to their eco-
nomic well-being.

Madhu Dandavate is a
socialist leader of India’s
political opposition party
Janata Dal and was
minister of India.
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Letters for publication in these columns

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For rensons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Sir, Dhaka is the capital and
the main metropolis of the
counliry. But it {s a matter of
great regret that we, the
dwellcrs of this capital city,
arc being deprived of the en-
visaged municipal facilitics
that a modern city should have
offercd to its inhabitants.

The concept of municipality
is an old one. Municipality
means a town or a city local
sclf-government. [L ensures a
hygienic and comfortable life
to its denizens. In olden times,
municipalities in different
parts of the world were not
equipped with modern in-
struments thalt we see to
remove garbage. And the peo-
ple then also would not ex-
pect any better service than
their respec

arc gone. The modern civiliza-

tion is almost at its apex and it
has blcssed us with so many
facilitics. A better municipal

tive municipalitics
could provide. Bul those days

“should be |

scrvice I1s onc such. [lut we,
the natives of Dhaka city, are
hardly getting any betier ser-
vice from our municipal corpo-
ration. Rather, its unwise ac-
tions often cause our irritation.

Carrying garbage during
busy hours particularly in day-
ime (s an inescapable sight for
any denfzen of D city. But
in a city not only of the devel-
opcd West but also of the de-
vcloping East it 1s almost un-
thinkable. A ecitizen of Singa-
pore or Scoul cannot imagine
it cven in dream. But we, the
citizens of Dhaka, are lo expe-
rience this unhealthy thing in
our everyday life. It s a malter
of great regret that hardly any-
body is conscious of it.

Trucks and lorries full of
filthy ga moving through
thc busy thoroughfares, tell
upon the respiratory system of
people in the streets. We may
be lacking In sense of beauty,
but what about our sensc of hy-
gicne? And we should not be

unaware of it anymore,
When a big vehicle full of

cdirty matters pn ils carrier
goes [rom one place lo an-
other, 1t simply crcates a nui-
sance. The foul smell that em-
anates from the [llths causcs
unspcakable disgust to the
pcople. This also plays havoc
with our hecalth. When a open
lorry of Dhaka Municipal Cor-
poration passcs with filthy
matters, during day time
through busy streets, It
spreads millions of germs that
arc detrimental to public
health. Specially, the children
are the most affccted oncs
since they are more vulnerable
to diffcrent discascs.

How many more problems
arc being crcated by this day
scrvice of transporting
garbage, we never know. Bul
we should not have any doublt

that this is a threat to our pub-
lie health. And now it is time
we solved the problem. '
As there {s a problem, there
is a solution., My suggestion (s :
Dhaka Municipal Corporation
should change the scheduled
time (as apparent, it is day) of
carrying garbage. The cleans-
ing operation may take place at
the dead of night when the
whole Dhaka city is asleep and
it should be finished before day
break. Only shilting the time of
carrying municipal filths alone
could solve this particular
problems which demands no
extra fund. Now what {s
needed Is the honest intention

of the respective authority.

Transporting garbage in
day-time {s also a common
sight in any other city of our
country. So, we see that it is a
national problem and naturally
its solution demands a national
decision from our parliament.
Now the responsibility of tak-
ing a decision as regards the
{ssue stated above rests on the
shoulders of the MPs. Since
this is a common problem,
there is hardly any possibility
of controversy over this {ssue.
We nurture the hope that our
venerable MPs will be able to
take a wise decisfon.

Rushayed Ehsan Supal,
Dhaka

Afforestation and
flood control

Sir, It is heartening to sce
the enthusiasm of our Forest
Department and the plantation
of millions of saplings throu
out the country, We wou
however, request the Forest
Department to kindly let us
know the total amount of pub-
lic money spent on tree plan-
tation wecks, the number of
saplings distributed and
planted and the number of
surviving saplings trees during
the last 20 ycars for the sake
of aceountability and ‘serutiny.

Undoubtedly the more we
would treecs the more we
would enjoy our environment,

health, wealth aned as such our
cconomy would also prosper.

We would like to mention
here that we have a total river
belt of more than sixty thou-
sand miles long. Almost cvery
day we are losing large tracts
of land due to river erosion.
Almost every year we are also
affected by turbulent floods in
diffcrent parts of our country.
it is not possible for a poor
country like ours to spend
hundreds of crores of taka for
construction of concrete em-
bankments on both sides of
our numerous rivers to control
flood and check erosion. We
may, however, to a great cx-
tent control flood and check
river erosion with our limited
resources provided we take
the following steps.

() Declare all land on ei-
ther sides of all rivers at least
two hundred feet wide from
the river bank as in lean sea-
son a Khas Land and acquire
land where necessary and
carmark these afforestation.

(2) Stop human habitation,
cultivation of land, construc
tion of houses, markets elc
within 500 yards from the
river bank.

(3) Develop and encourage
afforestation both in the public
and private sectors.

* (4) Start afforestation and
earth embankments simulta-
neously. Forest Department

and Water Development [joard

should cooperate and coordi-
nate with each other in this
respect.,

(5) Lease out the proposed
riverside forest-cum-embank-
ments each not more than one
mile long and as proposed
200 fect wide to privalc par-
ties for a period of say, five
ycars at a time on easy lerms
for development, care and
rnaintecnance. y

Trees provide natural and
lasting protection against ero-
sion. And the minimum o ¢ro-
sfon the lesser is the havoe of
flood.

O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203

Sir, It has been recen
reported in a vernacular

that in Chittagong many
records were mll;lﬂ.

away during

lication
:!' lands at mn' mﬂ-
registry offices and areas.

Government is required to
chalkout effective plans for the

sccurity of sueh deeds In the
coastal areas and also for other
areas where cyclones and
other calamities occur every
now and then.

Majumder
Survey of Bangladesh, Dhaka



